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DR  JONATHAN   SWIFT,  ct.% 

LETTER      I. 
Mr  P  0  p  E  to  Dr  S  ',v  1  F  T. 

June  i8,  1714. 

WHATEVER  apologies  it  might  become 
mc  to  make  at  any  other  time  for  \yri- 
ting  to  you,  I  fliall  afe  none  now,  to  a 
Bian  who  has  owned  himftlf  as  fplenetic  as  a  cat  in. 
the  country.  In  that  circumftancf ,  i»kno\v  by  expe- 
rience, a  letter  is  a  very  ufeful,  as  we]!  as  amuling 
taking  :  if  you  are  too  bulled  in  ftate  affairs  to  read  it, 
yet  you  may  find  entertainment  in  folding  it  into 
divers  figures,  either  doubling  into  a  pyramidical,  or 
twifling  it  into  a  Terpentine  form  :  or,  if  your  diTpo- 
fition  lliould  not  be  fo  mathematical,  in  taking  it 
with  you  to  that  place  where  men  of  ftudious  minds 
are  apt  to  fit  longer  than  ordinary;  where,  after  an- 
abrupt  divifion  of  the  paper,  it  may  not  be  unplea- 
fant  to  try  to  fit  and  rejoin  the  broken  lines  together. 
All  thefe  amufements  I  ?.m  no  ftraiiger  to  in  the 
countr)',  and  doubt  not  but  (by  this  tisie)  you  begin- 
to  reliTa  them,  in  your  prefent  contemplative  fitu- 
atiot:. 

I  remember  a  man,  who  was  thought  to  h?.ve  fome 
kricwlcdo^c;  iu  thev/orid,  ufcd  to  affirm,  that  no  people 
in  town  ever  complained  they  were  forgotten  by 
tt.cir  fricads  in  the  co»iDtry  :  but  my  iacieaibg  Tx- 
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pcricncc  convinces  me  he  was  miflakcn,  for  I  find  a 
greatmany  here  gricvoufly  complaining  of  ydii  upon 
this  fcorc.  I  am  told  furtlicr,  that  you  treat  the 
few  you  correfRpnd  with  in  a  ytry  arrogant  fiilc,  and 
tell  them  you  admire  at  their  inlbltncc  in  diilurhiiig 
your  meditations,  or  even  enquiring  of  your  rclrcat  * ; 
but  this  I  will  not  pofitivtly  afTcrt,  bccaufc  1  never 
received  any  fuch  infuUing  cpifllc  from  you.  My 
Lord  Oxford  foys  you  have  not  T\Ti:teii  to  him  once 
finceyou  went :  but  this  perhaps  may  be  only  policy 
in  him  or  you;  and  I,  who  am  half  a  Wliig,  diuR  not 
entirely  credit  any  thing  he  affirms.  At  Button's  it 
is  reported  you  arc  gone  to  Hanover,  and  thM  Griy 
goes  only  on  an  embafljr  to  you.  Others  apprcliCiid 
Ibme  dangerous  flatc  treatile  from  your  rctrrcment ; 
and  a  r.'it  who  aflciTts  to  imitate  Balfac,  lays,  that  the 
miniflry  now  arc  like  thofe  heathens  of  old,  who  re- 
ceived their  oracles  from  the  utwds.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  pcrfuafion  arc  not  unwilling 
to  credit  me,  when  I  whiipcr,  that  you  are  gone  lo 
meet  fomc  Jefuits  commill'ioncd  from  the  couvt  of 
Rome,  in  order  to  fettle  the  mod  convenient  methods 
to  be  taken  for  the  coming  of  the  Pretender.  Dr  Ar- 
biithnot  is  fingular  in  his  opinion,  and  imagines 
yoiir  only  delVo  ii  to  attend  at  full  leil'urc  to  tljc 
life  and  adventures  of  SeribJcruf.  'J'his  indeed  muft 
be  granted  of  greater  importancs  than  all  the  reft; 
and  1  with  I  could  promile  lb  well  of  you.  'J"he  toj) 
of  my  own  ambition  is  to  contribute  to  that  grcrt 
-ivork,  and  1  lli^U  tranllatc  Hum«r  by  the  bye.  >  Mr 
Cay  has  acquainted  Vi'U  what  progrcfs  I  have  TO.iik 

•  S<>tn<-liiiK  licfurc  tUc  tlratli  of  Qiicrn  Aiinr,  wlicn  li^ 
minHt-r-  wrve  qiurrcllin;!.  and  the  Dran  rouM  not  rTun- 
■  rik-  tli-m,  lic  rrtirfd  10  a  iricnd'*  Loufsr  in  Brrkihir -,  niH 
ncrrrJUw  tutin  altera 
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in  it.  I  can't  name  Mr  Gay  without  all  the  acknow- 
ledgments which  I  fliall  ever  owe  yovi,  on  his  account. 
If  I  writ  this  in  verib,  I  would  tell  you,  you  are 
like  the  fun,  and  while  men  imagine  you  to  be  re- 
tired or  abfent,  are  hourly  exerting  your  indulgence, 
and  bringing  things  to  maturity  for  their  advantage: 
Of  all  the  world,  you  are  the  man  (without  flattery) 
who  ferve  your  friends  with  the  leaft  oflentation ;  it 
is  almoft  ingratitude  to  thank  you,  confidering  you/ 
temper;  and  this  is  the  period  of  all  my  letter  which 
1  fear  you  will  think  the  m.oft  impertinent.  I  am, 
with  the  trueft  afleiftion, 

Your,  &c.. 

LETTER       IL 

From  Dr  Swift  to  Mr  Pope. 

Dublin,  June  28,  17 15. 
TlyT  Y  Lord  Bifhop  of  Clogher  *  gave  me  your  kind 
letter  full  of  reproaches  for  my  not  writing.  I 
am  naturally  no  very  exaift  correfpcndent,  and  when 
I  leave  a  country  without  probability  of  returning,  I 
think  as  feldom  as  I  can  of  what  I  loved  or  efceemed 
in  it,  to  avoid  the  dcp.dirluir.  w'.ich  of  all  tlrngs  makes 
life  mofl  uneafy.  But  you  mufl:  give  me  leave  to  add 
one  ihing,  that  you  talk  at  your  eafe,  being  wholly 
unconcerned  in  public  events  :  for,  if  your  friends 
the  Whigs  continue,  you  may  hope  for  fome  favour ; 
if  the  Tories  return,  you  are  at  leaft  fure  of  quief. 
You  know  how  well  I  loved  both  Lord  Oxford  and 
Bolingbroke,  and  how  dear  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is 
to  me :  do  you  imagine  I  can  be  eafy  while  their 

*  Ht  St  George  AJh,  formp'-Iy  o.fe\\ovtofTrinif)'-Collexe, 
Dublin,  (to  whom  the  De«n  was  a  pupil)  afterwards  IJifliop-- 
of  Clogher,  and  tranflated  to  :Ue  See  of  Dern;  in  1716. 
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eiM'mieD  aie  cadcavouring  to  take  off  their  ^tcad:,  ' 
*•  I  nunc  ct  vcrfu'  tecum  mrditarccanoros."— Do  you 
imagine  I  can  be  lafy,  wlicn  I  think  of  the  prob*L>lc 
coDlcqucurcs  of  thci'c  proceedings,  perhaps  ufwn  thr 
▼cry  peace  of  the  nation,  but  certainly  ci  the  miiidi 
ef  lb  many  hundred  thouiand  j;ood  fubjcAs  ?  Upon 
the  whole,  you  niay  truly  attribute  my  tilencc  to  the 
cclipfc,  but  it  was  that  eclipfo  which  happened  on 
the  firrt  of  Auguft. 

I  borrowed  your  Homer  from  the  BiHiop,  (mine  «$ 
not  yet  landed),  and  read  it  out  in  two  ercningi. 
Jf  it  plealcth  others  as  well  as  me,  yoo  have  got 
your  end  in  profit  and  reputation  :  yet  I  am  angry 
at  fomc  bad  rhimes  and  triplets;  and,  pray,  in  your 
next  do  not  let  me  have  fo  many  unjuftifiablc  rhimes 
to  lojr  and  gods.  I  tell  you  all  the  faults  I  know, 
only  in  one  or  two  places  yoa  arc  a  little  obicurc; 
but  I  expccled  you  to  be  lb  in  one  or'two-and-t^vcnty. 
I  have  heard  no  luid  lalk  of  it  here,  for  indeed  it  U 
not  conic  over ;  nor  do  we  very  mucJi  abound  ia 
judges,  at  leaft  1  have  not  the  honour  to  be  acquaint- 
ed wiih  thtnu  Your  Notes  are  pcxfe»£Uy  good,  and 
fo  are  your  Prer-wre  and  EfT.iy.  Yt>u  were  pretty 
Twld  in  mentioning  Lord  Bolingbrokc  iu  that  preface, 
it  Taw  the  Key  to  the  Lock  but  ycfterday :  I  think 
you  have  changed  it  a  good  deal,  to  adapt  it  to  the 
prcfent  times  '. 

God  be  thanked  I  have  yet  no  parliamentary  bufi- 
■efi ;  and  if  they  have  aoat  with  mc,  I  Hiall  ocvcc 

•  Ptit  theff  two  laft  rbfemtioni  zrirfhrr,  and  It  will 
•ppeir  that  Mr  PofM  wat  nrithcr  wanting  tn  hU  trirndi  for 
feir  of  parry,  nor  woul.'  iiifult  a  miniflry  to  humour  In* 
fr.rmls.  He  faiil  of  hixuCe'.f.  i,A  I  brlicve  lie  CM  trulr, 
tbat  he  nr-jfr  ti'rti/  a  iint  f  irdlif'j  the  animtlity  tf  *7» 
*re  *jrt\  at  ih4  txfiact  »/  494thrr.    ice  the  Lttttr  $•  < 

A'*>/f  Ltrd. 
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fcck  ihcir  acquaintance.  I  have  not  been  very  fonj 
of  them  for  fomc  years  paft,  not  when  I  thought  thera 
tolerably  good,  and  therefore  if  I  can  get  leave  to  be 
abfent,  I  fliall  be  much  inclined  to  be  on  that  fide, 
when  there  is  a  parliament  on  this  ;  but  truly  I  muft 
be  a  little  eafy  in  my  mind  before  I  can  think  of 
Scriblerus. 

You  are  to  underftand  that  I  live  in  the  corr.er  cf 
a  vafl  unfurniflied  houfe :  my  family  confifts  of  a 
fteward,  a  groom,  a  helper  in  the  [table,  a  footman, 
and  an  old  maid,  who  are  all  at  board-wages  ;  and 
when  1  do  not  dine  abroaxl,  or  make  an  entertain- 
ment, (which  laft  is  very  rare),  I  eat  a  mutton-pie, 
Hnd  drink  half  a  pint  of  wine  :  my  amufements  are 
■defending  my  fmall  dominions  againfl  the  Archbi- 
lliop,  and  endeavouring  to  reduce  my  rebellious  choir. 
*'  Perditur  hxc  inter  niifero  lus."  I  delire  you  will 
prefent  my  humble  ferN-ice  to  Mr  Addifon,  Mr  Con- 
greve,  and  Mr  Rowc,  and  Gay.  1  am,  and  will  be 
always,  extremely  yours,  &c. 

LETTER      III. 

Mr  P  o  r  E  to  Dr  Swift. 

June  20,  r;!^. 
T  CANNOT  fuffer  a  friend  to  crofs  the  Irilli  fcas 
without  bearing  a  teftimony  from  me  of  the  con- 
ftant  eftecm  and  affcibion  1  am  both  obliged  and  in- 
clined to  have  for  you.  It  is  better  he  fliould  tell 
you  than  I,  how  often  you  are  in  our  thoughts  and 
in  our  cups,  and  how  1  learn  to  flcep  kfs  and  drink 
more,  whenever  you  are  named  among  us.  I  look 
upon  a  friend  in  Ireland  as  upon  a  friend  in  t)ie 
other  Avorld,  whom  (Popifhly  fpeaking)  1  believe 
conllantly  well-difpoicd  towards  mc,  atni  ready  to 
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do  rac  all  the  good  be  can,  in  tliat  Aatc  of  repara- 
tion, thougli  I  hear  nothing  from  liini,  and  make  ad- 
drcrtcs  to  him  but  very  rarely.  A  I'rotcftant  divine 
c.'innut  take  it  amil's  tliat  I  treat  Uim  in  the  lame 
manner  witli  my  patron  uint. 

I  can  tell  you  no  news,  but  what  you  wil!  not  fuf- 
ficiently  wonder  at,  that  I  AifTcr  many  things  as  an 
author-mihtant :  whereof,  in  your  days  of  probation, 
you  have  l>een  a  fliarer,  or  you  had  not  arrived  to 
that  triumphant  flate  you  now  defcrvcdly  enjoy  in 
the  churcli.     As  for  me,  1  have  not  the  leaO  hope* 
of  the  cardinalate,  though  I  futVer  for  my  rchj>ioD  iu 
almoil  every  weekly  paper.     I  have  begun  to  take  a 
pique  at  the  Pfalms  of  David,  if  the  wicked  mav  be 
credited,  who  have  printed  a  fcandalous  one  *  in  my 
uame.     I'his  report  I  dare  not  difcouragc  too  riuch, 
in  a  profpcdt  I  have  at  prefent   of  a  port  under  the 
Marquis  de  Langallerie  f,  wherein  if  1  can  bat  do 
time  I'lgnal  fcrvicc  ajjainft  the  Pope,  I  may  be  con- 
liderably  advanced  by  the  Turks,  the  only  religious 
people  I  dare  conlidc  in.     If  it  lliotild  happ-en  here- 
after that  I  fUuuld  WTitc  for  tiie  holy  law  of  Maho- 
met, I  hope  it  may  make  no  breach  between  you  and 
me;  every  one  mufl  live,  and  1  beg  you  will  not  lie 
the  man  to  manage  the  controverfy  againfl  me.   The 
Church  of  Rome  1  judge  (fiom  many  modern  fymp- 
toms,  as  well  as  ancient  prophecies)  to  be  in  a  de- 
clining condition:  that  of  England  will,  in  a  lltort 
time,  be  fcarcc  able  to  maintain  her  own  family  :  (a 
churches  link  as  generally  as  ba:iks  in  Europe,  and 
for  the  lauie  rcafon,  tliat  religion  and  trade,  which 
at  firlt  weic  open  and  free,  have  been  reduced  iuto 

*  In  Curll's  collo'llon. 

t    Our  wliu  m^Jc  a  iiaifr  den,   ai   CJuit  Bo-.nlral    liu 
di>iic  fiiicc. 

a 
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the  management  of  companies,  and  the  roguery  of 
tliredbors. 

I  don't  know  why  I  tell  you  all  this,  but  that  I 
always  loved  to  talk  to  you  ;  but  this  is  not  a  time 
for  any  man  to  talk  to  the  purpofe.  Truth  is  a  kind 
of  contraband  commodity,  which  I  would  not  ven- 
ture to  export:  and  therefore  the  only  thing  tending 
that  dangerous  way  which  I  fliall  iay  is,  that  I  am, 
and  always  will  be,  with  the  utmofl  lincerity. 

Your,  &c. 

LETTER      IV. 
From  Dr  Swift  to  Mr  Pope. 

Aug.  30,  17  j6. 
Y  HAD  the  favour  of  yours  by  Mr  F.  of  whom, 
before  any  other  queftion  relating  to  your  health 
or  fortune,  or  fuccefs  as  a  poet,  I  enquired  your  prin- 
ciples in  the  common  form,  "Is  he  a  Whig  or  a 
"  Tory :"  I  am  forry  to  find  they  are  not  fo  well 
tallied  to  the  prefent  juntfture  as  I  could  wifli.  1 
always  thought  the  terms  of  fcBo  and  jure  had  been 
introduced  by  the  poets,  and  that  poflelLon  of  any 
fort  in  kings  was  held  an  unexceptionable  title  in 
the  courts  of  ParnafTus.  If  you  do  not  grow  a  per- 
fciSt  good  fubjccl  in  all  its  prefent  latitudes,  I  fliall 
Conclude  you  are  become  rich,  and  able  to  live  with- 
out dedications  to  men  in  power,  whereby  one  great 
inconvenience  will  follow,  that  you  and  the  world, 
and  poflerity,  will  be  utterly  ignorant  of  their  vir- 
tues :  for  either  your  brethren  have  millrably  de- 
ceived us  thefe  hundred  years  pall:,  or  Power  confers 
Virtue  as  naturally  as  five  of  your  Popifli  ^cra- 
ments  do  grace. — You  fieep  lefs,  and  drink  more. — 
But  your  mailer  Horace  was  Vim  jotnnique  ben:gnus  : 
and,  as  I  take  it,  both  arc  proper  for  your  trade. 
Vol.  Vlll.  C 
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As  to  mine,  there  are  a  thoufand  poetical  texts  tn 
confirni  the  one  ;  and  as  to  the  other,  I  know  it  was 
anciently  the  cuttom  to  flecp  in  temples  tor  thole  who 
would  coniult  t]ic  Oracle^ :  "  Who  dictates  to  mc 
*'  ilunibcring  *,"  &c. 

You  arc  an  ill  Catholic,  or  a  worfc  geographer,  for 
I  cau  allure  you  Ireland  is  not  Paradilc,  and  I  ap> 
peal  even  to  any  Spanilli  divine,  ^vhcther  addrclTci 
were  ever  made  to  ia  friend  in  hell  or  purgatory  I 
And  who  are  all  thcfe  enemies  you  hint  at  ?  I  can 
only  think  of  Curll,  Gildon,  tiquire  Burnet,  Black- 
more,  and  ft  few  others  whofc  fame  I  have  forgot  ; 
tools,  in  my  opinion,  as  ncccilary  for  a  good  writer 
as  pen,  ink  and  pa[x.-r.  And  bcndes,  1  would  fain 
know  whether  every  draper  doth  not  flicw  you  three 
or  four  damned  pieces  of  flufl"  to  fet  ofT  his  good 
one  ?  Ho\vever,  I  will  grant  that  one  thorough  book- 
Iclling-rogue  is  better  qualified  to  vci  an  author, 
than  all  his  cotcmporary  Icribblcrs  in  critic  or  la- 
tire,  not  only  by  flolcn  copies  of  what  was  incorrccl 
or  unfit  for  the  public,  but  by  downright  laying 
other  mens'  dulnefs  at  your  door.  I  had  a  long  dr- 
fign  upon  the  ears  of  that  Curll,  when  I  was  in  cre- 
dit, but  the  rogue  would  never  allow  me  a  fair  Aroke 
at  them,  although  my  penknife  was  ready  drawn 
and  fliarp.  I  can  hardly  believe  the  relation  of  his 
bein^  poifoned,  nlthouglt  the  hidorian  pretends  to 
have  been  an  cyc-witnefs :  but  I  beg  pardon,  Jack 
might  do  it,  although  ratlbanc  would  not.  1  never 
f;iw  the  thing  you  mention  as  fali'ely  imputed  to  you; 
but  I  think  the  frolics  of  merrj'  hours,  even  when 
vc  are  guilty,  (nould  not  lie  lift  to  the  mercy  of 
our  IkH  friends,  until  Curll  and  \\\i  rclonblcrs  arc 
hanged. 

•  Milton. 
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With  fubmiffion  to  the  better  judgment  of  you 
and  your  friends,  I  take  your  projeiS:  of  an  employ- 
ment under  the  Turks  to  be  idle  and  unneceiTary. 
Have  a  little  patience,  and  you  will  find  more  merit 
and  encouragement  at  home  by  the  fame  methods. 
You  are  ungrateful  to  your  country ;  quit  but  your 
own  religion,  and  ridicule  ours,  and  that  will  allow 
you  a  free  choice  for  any  other,  or  for  none  at  all, 
and  pay  you  well  into  the  bargain.  Therefore  pray 
do  not  run  and  difgrace  us  among  the  Turks,  by 
telling  them  you  were  forced  to  leave  your  native 
home,  becaule  we  would  oblige  you  to  be  a  Chri- 
ftian ;  whereas,  we  will  make  it  appear  to  all  the 
world,  that  we  only  compelled  you  to  be  a  Whig. 

There  is  a  young  ingenious  Quaker  in  this  town 
■who  writes  verfes  to  his  mifh'efs,  not  very  correct, 
but  in  a  ttrain  purely  what  a  poetical  Quaker  fliould 
do,  commending  her  look  and  habit,  i^c.  It  gave 
me  a  hint  that  a  fet  of  Qnaker-paflorals  might  fuc- 
ceed,  if  our  friend  Gay  *  could  fancy  it,  and  I  think 
it  a  fruitful  fubjed: :  pray,  hear  what  he  fays.  I  be- 
lieve further,  the  paftoral  ridicule  is  not  yet  exhauft- 
ed;  and  that  a  porter,  footman  f,  or  chairman's 
paftoral  might  do  well.  Or  what  think  you  of  a 
Newgate  paftoral,  among  the  whores  and  thieves 
there ! 

Laftly,  to  conclude,  I  love  you  never  the  v/orfe  for 
feldom  writing  to  you.  I  am  in  an  obfcure  fcene, 
where  you  know  neither  thing  nor  pcrfon.  I  can 
only  anfwer  yours,  which  1  promife  to  do  after  a  fort, 
whenever  you  tiiink  lit  to  employ  mc  :    but  I  can 

*  Gay  did  write  a  paftoral  of  this  kind,  which  is  pubVifhcJ 
ill  his  works. 

t  Swift  liiinfelf  wrote  one  of  this  kiuil,  inticieil  Diimct 
diid  Siuela'it. 

C  I 
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aflurc  you,  the  fccnc  and  the  timesi  hare  dcpreflcd 
me  wonderfully,  for  I  will  impute  no  defccb  to  thofc 
two  paltry  years  which  have  llipt  hy  llncc  1  had  the 
happiocfs  to  Ice  you.     I  am,  with  the  truefl  cflccm, 

Your,  &c. 

LETTER      V. 
Trom  Dr  Swift  to  Mr  Pope  •. 

Dublin,  Jan.  lo,  it^t. 
4  THOUSAND  things  h.ire  vexed  me  of  latB 
•^  yearj,  upon  which  I  am  determined  to  lay 
•pen  my  mind  to  you.  I  rather  chufe  to  appeal  to 
yun  than  to  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Whitfhcd,  un- 
der the  fiuiation  I  am  in  :  for  1  take  this  caiifc 
properly  to  ly  before  you  :  vou  arc  a  much  litter 
judge  of  what  conccrn.i  the  credit  of  a  writer,  the 
injuries  tb.nt  are  done  him,  and  the  reparation*  he 
ought  to  trceivc.  Befulrs,  I  doubt  whether  the  ar- 
jiiments  I  cnuld  fug^efl  to  prove  mv  own  innocenre 
would  be  of  much  weij^ht  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
long  robe  to  thofc  in  furs,  upon  whole  decifion  about 
the  diJerence  of  ftyle  or  fcntiments- 1  ibonld  be  tc- 
TY  unwilling  fa  leave  the  merits  of  my  caufe. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  put  you  in  mind  (although 
you  cannot  cafily  forget  it)  tb.it  .ntviut  ten  weeks 
before  the  Queen's  death  I  left  the  town,  upon  m- 
oafion  of  that  incurable  breach  among  the  great  men 
.4t  coi;rt,  and  went  down  to  Hcrkihirc,  where  you 
may  rememlKT  that  you  g.ivc  me  the  favour  of  a 
^iiit.  While  Iwas  in  that  retirement,  1  writ  a  Dif- 
cvMirfe  which  I  thought  might  be  ufefiil  in  luch  a 
itm^flure  of  affairs,  and  fent  it  up  to  London  ;  but 

•  THI«  Irtrer  Pope  ne»er  rfceiriJ,    nor  diJ   he  b<ll«»t  it 
war.  ever  lent. 
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upon  fonie  dilKirence  in  opinion  between  me  and  a 
certain  great  nunifter  now  abroad,  the  publiiliing 
of  it  was  deferred  lb  long  that  the  Queen  dkd,  and 
I  recalled  my  copy,  which  hath  been  ever  iiacc  in 
fafe  hands.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  lols  of  that 
excellent  princefs,  I  came  to  my  ftation  here;  where 
I  have  continued  ever  lince  in  the  greatcft  privacy, 
and  utter  ignorance  of  tliolc  events  which  are  moil 
commonly  talked  of  in  the  world.  I  neitlier  know 
the  names  nor  number  of  the  Royal  Family  wkicli 
now  reigns,  further  than  the  Prayer-book  informs 
me.  I  cannot  tell  who  i&  Chancellor,  who  are  Secre- 
taries, nor  with  what  nations  we  are  in  peace  or 
war.  And  this  manner  of  life  was  not  taken  up  out 
of  any  fort  of  afFectation,  but  merely  to  avo'^d  giving 
offence,  and  for  fear  of  provoking  party-zcai. 

I  had  indeed  written  fome  memoriab  ol  tiie  four 
lafl:  years  of  the  Queen's  reign,  with  lome  other  in- 
formations, which  I  received  as  neceilary  materials 
to  qualify  me  for  doing  fomethiug  in  an  employment 
then  deligned  me  '  :  but  as  it  was  at  the  diipoiiil  of. 
a  perfon  who  had  not  the  fmalleft  iliare  of  lliadi- 
nefs  or  iincerity,  I  difdained  to  accept  it. 

Thefe  papers,  at  my  few  hours  of  health  and  lei- 
fure,  I  have  been  digefcing  f  into  order  by  ouc  llicct 

*  Hifloriograp'.ier. 

t-  riicff  papers,  fome  years  after,  were  brou^'ic  finifhed 
by  the  Ueaii  into  En^Uiid,  wUli  an  iiitentioa  lo  pj'jhfli' 
them:  bu'  a  friend  on  wLolV  jusigiiiint  he.rtlieJ  ftlie 
Sj,.ne  I  luppolV  wuoin  lie  mfiitiojis  above,  as  bji.ig  ab;  uad 
at  tilt  time  of  writing  this  letierj  d.ffa.iJcJ  iiiin  fio.ii  tliac 
itfi^n.  He.  LoUl  tlie  Dcaii  there  were  Icvcral  facts  .lie  k  \trvr. 
to.  be  falle,  and  tl;at  tlie  wUuie  \va5  fo  vaxic'a  IH  tae  I'p.rit 
pf  pirty-writiag,  that,  tl.ou^ii  it  might  i.avj  uiaJe  a  ita- 
fonable  painptUct  in  llie  tiiii^  of  their  adiiiihi(lrac!oii<  iCWos 
a  dilnoMo.ir  to  juft  liillory.  Tiw;  Dca.i  wiKud  ao  liotiiiog 
ajiiuil  lus  friend's  juJ^nient,  yet  it  cx;r;JUwlj  chasviiu'd.; 
C  3 
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At  A  time,  fur  I  dare  not  venture  any  further,  IcA 
the  humuur  of  fcarcUing  anU  Ici/iiig  papers  ihould 
icvivb  ;  not  that  1  uni  iii  pain  of  aity  danger  tu  my- 
i'cif  (for  tlkcy  contain  nothing  of  prci'cat  times  or 
]>crfoni,  upon  which  I  lliall  never  iolc  a  thought 
while  there  is  a  cat  or  a  fpanicl  in  the  hoult^,  but  to 
prcfcrve  chcm  from  being  lofl  among  mcjl'engcr»  and 
clerks. 

I  liave  written  in  this  kingdom  a  *  Diicourfc  to 
peri'uadc  the  wretched  people  to  wear  tlicir  own  ma- 
niifaclurcs  inQcad  of  chofe  from  England.  I  his  trca- 
tifc  loon  fpread  very  faft,  licing  agreeable  to  the 
fentin'.ciits  of  the  xvhole  nation,  except  of  t!»ofc  gentle- 
men who  had  employments, or  were  cxpec'tauts.  Lr>on 
which  a  perfon  in  great  olftce  here  immediately  took 
the  alarm  :  he  fent  in  haAc  for  tl»e  Clucl  Jufticcand 
informed  him  of  a  feditious,  fAclious,  and  virulent 
pamphlet,  lately  publillicd  with  a  dcfign  of  fctting 
the  two  kingdoms  at  variance;  dirc<5lingat  the  fame 
time,  that  the  printer  fliould  be  prollcutcd  with  the 
utmofl  rigour  of  law.  The  Chici  Juftice  had  fo 
quick  an  underftanding,  tJiat  he  rcfolved,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  out-do  his  orders.  Tlic  grand  juries  of 
the  county  and  city  were  pratflifed  eU'eelually  with 
to  reprelciu  the  ("aid  pamphlet  with  all  aggravating 
epithets,  for  which  they  had  thanks  fent  them 
from  I'^ngLinJ,  and  their  prcftntmcnts  publithed  for 
ftvtrai  weeks  in  all  thc-^cwfpapers.  The  printer  was 
fci^u-'d,  and  forced  to  give  greatxbail  :  alter  his  trial, 
the  jury  brotsght  him  in  Ac/  CutUy,  although   they 

liiin  :  aid  hr  loM  i  oomtnin  frifnrt,  tint  Cure  ••••  A\A 
not  nvproTP  hit  hiftrtry.  \\f  wuirtd  rait  it  into  thr  firr, 
tho'i  •'!  it  wa«  thr  bril  work  Jic  li.id  r»<r  written.  Howrrrr, 
al  did  not  uiic!r-~o  'iiit  f»t?.  .inil  u  f.iiJ  to  br  \t\  iiil>riii|;. 
*  A  prupur.i4  tor  Ute  aiuTcrlUl  ut'ff  of  trilb  m;inufa.;:arcs. 
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liad  been  culled  with  the  iitmoft  induftry.  The 
Chief  Jiiftice  fent  them  back  nine  times,  and  kept 
them  eleven  hours,  until  being  perfeiSly  tired  out, 
they  were  forced  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of 
the  judge,  by  what  they  call  a  .ipecia!  Veruid.  Du- 
ring the  trial,  the  Chief  Jultice,  among  other  l:ngu« 
larities,  laid  his  hand  upon  hisbreaft,  and  protctted 
folemnly  that  the  author's  delign  was  to  bring  in  the 
Pretender  ;  although  there  was  not  a  fingle  ly liable 
of  party  in  the  whole  treatife,  and  although  it  was 
known  that  the  mod  eminent  of  thofe  who  profefled 
his  own  principles,  publicly  difallowed  his  proceed- 
ings. But  the  caule  being  ib  very  odious  and  impo- 
pular,  the  trial  of  the  verdidt  was  deferred  from  one 
term  to  another,  until  upon  the  Duke  of  G — ft-a 
the  Lord-l.ieutenant's  arrival,  his  Grace,  after  ma- 
ture advice,  and  permilHonfrom  England,  was  plea- 
fed  to  grant  a  Noli  prefequi. 

This  is  the  more  remariiable,  becaufe  it  is  faid 
that  the  man  is  no  ill  decider  in  common  cales  of 
property,  where  party  is  out  of  the  queftion  ;  but 
when  that  intervenes,  with  ambition  at  heels  to  pufli 
it  forward,  itmuft:  needs  confound  any  man  of  little 
Ipirit,  and  low  birth,  who  hath  no  other  endow- 
ment than  that  fort  of  knowledge  which,  however 
polTelVed  in  the  higheft  degree,  can  poffibly  give  no 
one  good  quality  to  the  mind. 

It  is  true,  I  have  been  much  concerned,  for  feve- 
ral  years  part,  upon  account  of  the  public  as  well  as 
for  myfclf,  to  fee  how  ill  a  tafte  for  wit  and  itah 
prevails  in  the  world,  Avhich  politics,  and  South- 
fea,  and  party,  and  operas,  and  mafquerades  have 
introduced.  For  beiidts  many  inlipid  papers  which 
the  malice  of  fome  has  entitled  me  to,  there  are 
many  peifont  appearing  to  wiili  me  well,  and  pre- 
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tending  to  be  judges  of  my  (lylc  and  manner,  who  ■ 
have  yet  afcribed  fomc  writing*  to  mc,  of  which  any 
man  of  common  Icnfcan-l  literature  wuuUbc  lieartily 
afliamcd.  I  cannot  forhTrinftancing  a  trcatife  cal- 
led a  Didicathii  HpDn  Dfdic.ilhiis,  which  m.inv  would 
have  to  be  mine,  .iltliough  it  be  as  emjjtv,  dty,  and 
Icrvilc  a  comp«)luion  as  I  remember  at  anv  time 
to  Iiavc  read.  But,  above  all,  there  is  one  circum- 
fhince  wliicli  makes  i:  impoiTible  for  me  to  have 
been  author  of  a  treatife,  wherein  there  are  fevcral 
pages  containing  a  panegyric  on  Kin;*  George,  of 
whofc  chara(fter  and  perion  I  am  utteily  ignorant, 
nor  ever  h:id  once  the  curiofity  to  enquire  into  ei- 
ther, living  at  fo  great  a  dillance  as  1  do,  and  ha-t 
ving  Ion;;  done  with  whatever  can  relate  to  public 
matters. 

Indeed  I  have  formerly  delivered  my  thoughts  very 
freely,  whether  I  were  ailced  or  no  ;  but  never  af» 
feiSled  to  be  a  counrdlor,  to  which  I  had  no  maimer 
of  call.  I  was  humbled  enough  to  fee  myfelf  fu  far 
outdone  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  mv  own  trade  .^s 
a  fcholar,  and  too  good  a  courtier  not  to  dil'cover  his 
contempt  of  thofe  who  would  be  men  of  importance 
out  of  their  fphere.  Bcfides,  to  fay  the  truth,  al- 
though I  have  known  mnny  great  minifteis  ready 
cnou9;h  to  hear  opinions,  yet  1  have  hardly  feen  oiiC 
that  would  ever  defcend  to  lake  advice  ;  and  this 
pedantry  arifeth  from  a  maxim  themfrlvcs  do  not 
believe  at  the  Ume  time  they  prartilc  by  it,  thaj 
there  is  fomething  profound  in  politics,  which  mca 
of  pl.iin  Iwrneft  fcufe  cannot  arrive  to. 

I  only  wilh  my  cnde.ivours  had  fuceeeded  l>etter 
in  the  great  point  I  had  at  heart,  which  wa»  that  of 
reconciling  the  miaiftrrs  to  each  other  This  mi^ht 
kavc  becu  dune,  if  ochcr^j  whc  had  OioK  cuucc<a 
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and  more  influence,  would  liave  a^ted  their  parts : 
and,  if  this  had  fucceeded,  the  public  interefi;  both 
of  Cliurch  and  State  would  not  have  been  the  worfc, 
nor  the  Proteftant  Succeflion  endangered. 

But  whatever  opportunities  a  conftant  attendance 
of  four  years  might  have  given  me  for  endeavouring 
to  do  good  offices  to  particular  perfonf,  I  deferve  at 
lead  to  find  tolerable  quarter  from  thofe  of  the  other 
party ;  for  many  of  which  I  was  a  conftant  advo- 
cate with  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  for  this  1  appeal 
to  his  Lordlhip  :  he  knows  how  often  1  prefled  him 
ia  favour  of  Mr  Addiibn,  Mr  Congreve,  Mr  Rowe, 
and  Mr  Steele  ;  although  1  freely  confcfs  that  his 
JLordihip's  kindnefs  to  them  was  altogether  owing 
to  his  generous  notions,  and  the  elteem  he  had  for 
their  wit  and  parts,  of  which  I  could  only  pretend 
to  be  a  remembrancer  :  for  1  can  never  forget  the 
anfwer  he  gave  to  the  late  Lord  Halifax,  who  upon 
the  firfl  change  of  the  miniftry  intcrceeded  with  him 
to  Ipare  Mr  Congreve  :  it  v/as  by  repeating  tbefe 
tv.'o  lines  of  Virgil, 

"  Non  obtufa  adeo  geftamus  peiStora  Poeni, 

"  Ncc  tarn  averfus  equos  Tyria  fol  jungit  ab  urbe." 
Fiirfuant  to  which,  he  always  treated  Mr  Congreve 
with  the  greateft  peribnal  civilities,  afluring  him  of 
his  conftant  favour  and  prote<5tion,  and  adding  that. 
he  would  ftudy  to  do  fomething  better  for  him. 

I  remember  it  was  iri  thofe  times  an  ufual  fubjcdlb 
of  raillery  towards  me  among  the  minifters,  that  I 
never  came  to  them  without  a  Whig  in  my  Ikevc  ;. 
which  1  do  not  iay  with  any  view  towards  making 
niy  court :  for  the  new  principles  *  fixed  to  thoie  of 

*  He  means  particularly  llie  principle  at  tliat  time  cliar- 
ged  upon  tlit-m  by  their  enemies,  of  au  inteniioii  to  pro- 
Jrihe  the  Turia. 
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that  dcnominatioa,  I  did  then,  and  do  now  from  my 

heart  alihur,  dctcd,  aud  abjure,  at  wholly  degenerate 
Irom  their  prcdcctfibrs.  1  have  convened  in  ri>rae 
freedom  witli  more  miniftcrs  of  Itatc  of  all  parties 
ilian  ufually  happcus  to  men  of  my  level;  and,  I 
confcfs,  in  tlkcLr  capacity  us  mioiders,  1  lock  upon 
tiicm  a*  a  race  of  people  wltvfc  ac(|uaintancc  no  man 
■wi)uld  court,  otherwife  than  upon  the  fcorc  of  va- 
nity or  ambition.  The  Urit  quickly  wears  off,  (aad 
is  the  vice  of  low  minds,  for  a  man  c>f  I'pirit  is  too 
proud  to  l>c  vain),  and  tlie  other  iras  not  my  cale. 
Btiides,  havint;  never  received  more  tliau  one  fmall 
favour,  I  was  under  no  ncrelTity  of  being  a  llavc  to 
men  iu  power,  hut  chofe  my  friends  by  their  pcrfo- 
nal  merit,  without  examining,  how  far  their  norions 
agreed  with  the  politics  then  in  vogue.  1  frequently 
eonvcrreii  with  Mr  Addifbn,  and  the  others  I  named 
(except  Mr  Steele)  iluring  all  my  Lord  Oxford's  mj- 
oiftry:  and  MrAddifon's  ftiendlbip  to  me  continued 
iaviol.i!>lc,  with  as  much  kindnct's  as  when  vie  ufed 
to  meet  at  my  I-ord  Sommcxs  *  or  Haliifax,  wh» 
were  leaders  of  the  oppoiitc  party. 

I  would  infer  from  all  this,  that  it  is  with  great 
injullicc  I  have  thcie  many  years  been  pelted  by 
your  p.imphlctecri,  merely  upon  aceouut  of  Come  re- 
gard which  the  Qiiicn's  laft  miniUcrs  wtre  pJtatVd  to 
have  for  me  :  and  yet  in  my  c«)uldcnce  I  iliinlc  [ 
am  a  partaker  ia  every  ill  defign  they  liad  agauift 
the  Pruicllant  Succclhon,  or  the  liberties  and  reli« 
gion  of  their  country  ;  and  can  fay  with  Cicero, 
"  That  1  il.ould  be  proud  to  be  included  with  them 
"  in  all  their  actions  tjujimm  ia  cquo  Trtjanc."     Hut 

•  LoH  Scmmn-*  hid  Trry  w-nrmly  recommfiHcJDrSwirk 
to  thr  fjTour  of  Lnrd  Wliarton,  whrn  he  went  the  Qtiecii'* 
l-icuicn^ju  iiitw  Ireland  tn  tbe  ycir  i/«y. 
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If  I  have  never  difcovered  by  my  words,  writings,  or 
adtions,  any  party-virulence,  or  dangerous  deligns 
againft  the  prefent  powers ;  if  my  ffiendfliip  and 
converihtion  were  equally  fliewn  among  thofe  who 
liked  or  difapproved  the  proceedings  then  at  Court, 
and  that  I  was  known  to  be  a  common  friend  of  all 
deferving  perlbns  of  the  latter  fort,  when  they  were 
in  diflrefs ;  I  cannot  but  think  it  hard  tiiat  I  am  not 
fullered  to  run  quietly  among  the  common  herd  of 
people,  whofe  opinions  unfortunately  differ  from 
thole  which  lead  to  favour  and  preferment. 

I  ought  to  let  you  know,  that  the  thing  T*e  called 
a  U'hi^  in  England,  is  a  creature  altogether  different 
from  thcle  of  the  fam.e  denomination  here ;  at  lead 
it  was  lb  during  the  reign  of  her  late  Majefty.  Whe- 
ther thofe  on  your  fide  have  changed  or  no,  it  hath 
not  been  my  buiinefs  to  enquire.  I  remember  my 
excellent  friend  Mr  Addifon,  when  he  firfl  came  ovet 
hither  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton,  then  Lord 
Lieutenant,  was  extremely  offended  at  the  condu<£i 
and  dilcourfe  of  the  chief  managers  here :  he  told 
me  they  were  a  fort  of  people  who  Teemed  to  think 
that  the  principles  of  a  Whig  confifted  in  nothing 
elfe  but  damning  the  church,  reviling  the  clergy, 
abetting  the  diffenters,  and  fpeaking  contemptibly 
of  revealed  religion. 

I  was  difcourfing  fome  years  ago  with  a  certain  mi- 
nifler  about  that  Whiggiih  or  fanatical  genius  fo 
prevalent  among  the  Englifli  of  this  kingdom;  his 
Lordfliip  accounted  for  it  by  that  number  of  Crom- 
•well's  foldiers,  adventurers  eflablillitd  here,  who  were 
all  of  the  foureft  leaven,  and  t])e  mcaneft  birth,  and 
whofe  poflerity  are  ncnv  in  poffcffion  of  their  lands 
and  their  principles.  However,  it  muft  be  confcffcd 
that  of  late  feme  people  in  thib  country  arc  grown 
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weary  of  quarrelling,  becAufc  intcrcfl,  the  great  mo* 
tivc  of  quarrclliug,  is  at  an  cud;  for  it  i»  h.irdly  worth 
Contending  who  lliall  be  .id  cxcilcman,  a  country- 
vicar,  a  crier  iu  the  courts,  or  an  undcr-ckrk. 

You  will  perliaps  be  inclined  to  think,  that  a  pcr- 
fon  fo  ill  treated  as  I  have  been,  mufl  at  li>me  time 
or  other  have  difcovcred  very  dangerous  opinions  in 
government  :  in  aufwcr  to  which  I  will  tell  you 
what  my  political  principles  were  in  the  time  of  her 
late  glorious  Majefly,  which  i  never  contradiClcd  by 
any  notion,  writing  or  dilcourfc. 

tirft,  I  always  declared  myfclf  againll  a  (lopitli  fuc- 
ccflTor  to  the  crown,  whatever  title  he  might  have  by 
the  proximity  of  blood;  neither  did  I  ever  regard  the 
right  line,  except  upon  two  accounts  :  lirfl.  at>  it  was 
enablillicd  by  law;  and,  fecondl) ,  as  it  hath  much 
weight  in  the  opinions  of  the  peii|)lc.  For  neceility 
may  aboiiili  any  law,  but  cannot  alter  the  fcntinients 
of  the  vul-^ar;  right  of  inheritance  being  |>erhaps  the 
mufl  popular  of  all  topics:  ami  therefore,  in  great 
ciianges,  when  that  is  broke,  therc/vill  remain  nmcli 
heart-burniug  and  discontent  among  the  meaner 
people;  which  under  a  weak  I'rince  and  coirupi  ad- 
miuilUation,  may  have  the  wurit  coiilequeuce.s  u|>ou 
the  peace  of  any  (late. 

As  to  what  is  called  a  Revolution-principle,  my 
opinion  was  this;  that  whenever  thole  evils  which 
ufually  attend  and  follow  a  violent  change  of  govern* 
ment,  were  not  in  probability  fo  pernicious  as  the 
grievance  we  fufl'er  under  a  prcfent  power,  then  the 
good  will  juflify  fuch  a  revolution.  And  this  1  took  to 
public  have  been  the  cafe  in  the  I'rince  of  Orange's 
expedition;  although  in  the  conlc(|uences  it  produced 
fome  very  bad  ellecls,  which  arc  likely  lu  Hick  lou^ 
cuough  by  uj. 
t 
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T  Imd  likcwlle  in  thofe  days  a  mortal  antipatliv 
againfl:  fiandiiig  armies  in  times  of  peace;  becaufe 
1  always  took  (landing  armies  to  be  only  fervar.ts 
hired  by  the  mafter  of  tiie  family  for  keeping  his  own 
children  in  flavery;  and  becaufe  I  conceived,  that  a 
prince  who  could  not  think  himfelf  Iccure  without 
mercenary  troops,  nuift  needs  have  a  feparate  inte- 
reft  from  that  of  his  fubjecVs  :  although  I  am  not 
ignorant  of  thofe  artificial  neceflities  wiiich  a  cor- 
rupted miniftry  can  create,  for  keeping  up  forces  to 
fupport  a  facftion  againfl  tlie  public  inteiv:(l. 

As  to  parliaments,  I  adored  the  wifdom  of  that 
■Gothic  inftitution  which  made  them  annual  :  and 
I  was  confident  our  liberty  could  nev^r  be  placed 
upon  a  firm  foundation  until  that  ancient  law  were 
reflored  among  us  :  for  who  fees  not  that,  while 
fuch  aflemblies  are  permitted  to  have  a  longer  dura- 
tion, there  grows  up  a  commerce  of  corruption  be- 
tween the  miniftry  and  the  deputies,  wherein  they 
both  find  their  accounts,  to  the  manifcd  danger  of 
liberty  ?  which  traffic  would  neither  aniwer  the  de- 
figa  nor  expence,  if  parliaments  met  once  a^year. 

I  €ver  abominated  that  fchcme  of  politics  (now 
about  thirty  years  old),  of  fetting  up  amonied  inte- 
reft  la  oppofition  to  the  landed  :  for  I  conceived 
there  could  not  be  a  truer  maxim  in  our  government 
than  this.  That  th.e  poGefibrs  of  the  foil  are  the  beft 
judges  of  what  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 
If  others  had  thought  the  fame  way,  funds  of  credit 
and  South-fca  projects  would  neither  have  been  felt 
nor  heard  of. 

I  could  never  difcover  the  necefTity  of  fufpending 
any  law  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the  moft  innocent 
perfons  depended ;  neither  do  I  think  this  pra'.T:icc 
hath  made  the  tafte  of  aibitrary  jx)v.'er  fc  agietablc, 

Vol.  Yill.  D 
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as  that  wc  Hiould  dclirc  to  fee  it  repeated.  Every 
rchdliun  fubducd  and  plot  difcovcrcd,  contribute  to 
the  lirmcr  cQ.ibliflimcnt  of  the  prince  :  in  the  latter 
cafe,  the  knot  of  confpirators  is  entirely  broke,  and 
tliey  arc  to  bc;;in  their  worlt  anew  under  a  thoufand 
difadvantages  :  f«>  tliat  thofc  diligent  enquiries  into 
remote  and  problematical  guilt,  with  a  new  power 
of  enforcing  them  by  chains  and  dungeons  to  rvery 
pcrfon  whofc  face  a  niiniftcr  thinks  lit  to  dillike,  are 
not  only  oppt.fite  to  that  maxim  which  declareth  it 
better  ihat  ten  guilty  men  Hiould  cfcape  than  one 
innocent  fuffer;  but  likcwife  leave  a  gate  wide  op<-n 
to  the  whole  tribe  of  informers,  the  moft  accurleH, 
and  proflitute,  and  ab.mdoutd  race,  that  '')od  ever 
permitted  to  plague  mankind. 

It  is  true  the  Romans  had  a  cuftom  of  chnfin^  a 
dicbitor,  during  whofe  adminidration  the  power  of 
other  magiftrates  was  fufpended  :  but  this  was  dime 
upon  the  greatcfl  emergencies;  a  war  near  their 
doors,  or  fomc  civil  di'.l'ention  :  for  armies  muft  be 
governed  by  arbitrary  power.  Cut  when  the  virtue 
of  tliat  commonwealth  g.avc  place  to  luxury  and  am- 
bition, this  very  olhce  of  dictuor  became  perpetual 
in  the  perfons  of  the  Cifars  and  their  fuccelforr.,  the 
mofl  infamous  tyrauts  that  have  any  where  appeared 
in  llory. 

Thefe  arc  fomc  of  the  fentiments  I  had  rcl.uing 
to  public  atfairs,  while  I  was  in  the  world  :  what 
they  are  at  prefent,  is  of  little  iniportance  either  to 
that  or  myfelf;  neither  can  I  truly  fay  I  have  any 
at  all,  or,  if  1  had,  I  dare  not  venture  to  publillt 
them:  for  however  orthodox  they  may  be  while  I 
am  now  writing,  they  may  become  criminal  cnougli 
to  bri:i<;  me  into  trouble  before  midfummcr.  And 
indeed  I  h;;v(.  ofieu  wilhcd  for  fomc  lime  pad,  that 
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a  political  catechifm  might  be  publiflied  by  authority- 
four  times  a  year,  in  order  to  inftrudl  us  how  we  are 
to  fpcak,  write,  and  adt  during  the  current  quarter. 
I  have  by  eiperience  felt  the  want  of  fuch  an  in- 
flrutflor  :  for,  intending  to  make  my  court  to  fome 
people  on  the  prevailing  fide,  by  advancing  certain 
old  whiggifli  principles,  which,  it  feems,  had  been 
exploded  about  a  month  before,  I  have  p.ilTed  for  a 
difafFcdted  perfon.  I  am  not  ignorant  liow  idle  a. 
thing  it  is,  for  a  man  in  obfcurity  to  attempt  defend- 
ing his  reputation  as  a  writer,  while  th.e  fpirit  of  fac- 
tion hath  fo  univerfa'.ly  poflefled  the  minds  of  men, 
that  they  are  not  at  leifure  to  attend  to  any  thing 
.elfe.  They  will  juft  give  themfelves  time  to  libel 
and  accufe  me,  but  cannot  fpare  a  minute  to  hear 
my  defence.  So  in  a  plot-difcoven'ng  age,  I  have 
often  known  an  innocent  m.an  feizcd  and  imprifoned, 
and  forced  to  ly  feveral  months  in  chains,  Avhile  the 
minifters  were  not  at  leifure  to  hear  his  petition,  un- 
til they  had  profecuted  and  hanged  the  number  they 
piopofed. 

xW\  I  can  reafonabiy  hope  for  by  this  letter,  is  to 
convince  my  friends,  and  others  who  are  plcafed  to 
wilb  me  well,  that  i  have  neither  been  fo  ill  a  fub- 
ject  nor  fo  frupid  an  author,  as  I  have  been  reprc- 
fented  by  the  virulence  of  libellers,  whofe  malice 
hath  taken  the  fame  train  in  both,  by  fathering  dar.-' 
gerous  principles  in  government  upon  me,  which  I 
never  maintained,  and  infipid  productions  which  [ 
am  not  capable  of  writing.  For  however  I  may 
have  been  foured  by  perfonal  ill-treatment,  or  by 
melancholy  profpedts  for  the  public,  I  am  too  much 
a  politician  to  expofe  my  own  fafety  by  ofFenlive 
Avords.  And  if  my  genius  and  fpirit  be  funk  by  en- 
creafing  years,  I  have  at  Itaft  enough  difcretion  left, 
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not  to  miftakc  the  mcafurc  of  my  own  abilities,  by 
attimptini;  fubjccls  wbcrc  thoJl*  talents  arc  nccdTary 
which  pcrliaps  1  may  have  Icll  with  my  vouch. 

LETTER       Vr 
Dr  Swift  to  Mr  C  A  y. 

Dublin.  Jut.  3,  1.-2;. -J. 
/^  OMING  hr>mc  after  a  fliort  Giriftmrj:.  rHirbIc, 
1  found  a  Itttcr  upon  my  tabi:,  and  little  ex- 
pfdicd  when  I  opened  it  to  read  your  name  at  the 
bottom.  The  befc  and  grcatcft  part  of  my  life,  until 
thcfc  laft  tight  years,  I  fpcnt  in  England;  there  I 
made  my  fiicndlliips,  and  there  I  left  my  defires.  I 
am  condcnu-.cd  for  ever  to  another  country  :  what  is 
in  prudence  to  be  done?  I  think  to  be  o^iUnfiie  mc 
crurr,  oblivf/ccndus  ct  U'.is.  Wliat  can  be  thedcfiyi  of 
yonr  letter  but  malice,  to  wake  mc  out  of  a  fcurvy 
lleepj  which  liowcv^r  is  better  than  noue  ?  1  am  lo-- 
wards  nine  years  older  fuicc  I  left  you,  yet  that  is 
the  lead, of  my  alteration";;  my  burincfs,  my  divcr- 
fions,  my  converilitions,  arc  all  entirely  chan;;i.d  for 
tiie  worfe,  and  ib  are  my  ftudics  and  my  amut'einentJ 
in  writing;  ytt,  after  all,  this  humdrum  way  of  life 
riij^ht  be  pafTabie  enough,  if  you  would  let  me  alone. 
1  Ihail  not  l>e  able  to  rcli(!i  my  wine,  my  paribus, 
niv  hord.-;,  nor  my  garden  for  three  months,  until 
tlie  Ipirit  you  have  raifcd  fliall  be  difpotTciTed.  I 
have  fomttimes  wondered  that  I  have  not  vilited 
you,  but  1  have  been  flopt  by  too  many  reafons,  bc- 
lidcs  years  and  la/.intfs,  r.nd  ytt  thcfc  are  very  good 
oiici!.  Upon  my  r:ti:ra  after  half  a  year  amongft  you, 
there  would  he  to  me  'ftftdcrio  <t.v  pndcr  tuc  mr>J:it.  I 
was  three  years  rccoutiling  myfcif  to  the  fcenc  and 
the  bufmcts  to  which  I^urtune  hath  condemned  mc, 
;m)H  Oiipidity  was  what  I  bad  rccourK:  :o.     ficfides, 
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what  a  figure  fliould  I  make  in  London,  while  my 
friends  are  in  poverty,  exile,  diftrefs,  or  imprilbn- 
r.ient,  and  my  enemies  with  rods  of  iron  ?  yet  I  oftea 
threaten  myieif  with  the  journey,  and  am  every  fum- 
mer  praCtiling  to  get  health  to  bear  it :  the  only  in- 
convenience is,  that  I  grow  old  in  the  experiment. 
Although  I  care  not  to  talk  to  you  as  a  divine,  yet 
1  hope  you  have  not  been  author  of  your  colic  :  do 
you  drink  bad  wine,  or  keep  bad  company  ?  are  you 
not  as  many  years  older  as  I  ?  it  will  not  be  always 
ct  tibi  (j'i'js  mihi  clenipf  r'lt  opponet  aniKS.  I  am  heartily 
forry  you  have  any  dealings  with  that  ugly  diftem- 
per,  and  I  believe  our  friend  Arbuthnot  will  recom- 
mend you  to  temperance  and  exercife.  I  wifli  they 
could  have  as  good  an  effeiSt  on  the  giddiuefs  1  am 
fubjedt  to,  and  which  this  moment  i  am  not  free 
from.  I  fliould  have  been  glad  if  you  had  lengthened 
your  letter  by  telling  me  the  prefent  condition  of 
many  of  my  old  acquiiintance,  Congreve,  Arbuthnot, 
Lewis,  &c.  but  you  mention  only  Mr  Pope,  who,  I 
believe,  is  lazy,  or  elie  he  might  have  added  three 
lines  of  his  owh.  I  am  extremely  glad  he  is  not  iu 
your  cafe  of  needing  great  men's  favour,  and  could 
heartily  wifli  that  you  were  in  his.  I  have  been 
confidering  why  poets  have  fuch  ill  fuccefs  i^^  making 
their  court,  fince  they  are  allowed  to  be  the  greateft 
and  belt  of  all  flatterers  :  the  defed:  is,  that  they 
flatter  only  in  print  or  in  -vvTiting,  but  not  by  word 
of  mouth  r  they  will  give  things  under  their  hand 
•which  they  make  a  confcience  of  fpcaking.  Eehdes, 
they  are  too  libertine  to  haunt  anti-chambers,  too 
poor  to  bribe  porters  and  footmen,  and  too  proud 
to  cringe  to  fecond-hand  favourites  in  a  great  family. 
Tell  me,  are  you  not  under  original  hn  by  the  dedi- 
ca'ion  of  your  eclogues  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  .'  I  am 
i)  3 
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ail  ill  judge  at  this  dillaiicc;  and  bcfidcs  am,  for  my 
cafe,  utterly  ij^ndrant  of  the  coniraoiicft  things  that 
pafs  in  the  ^vorld ;  but  if  ail  courts  have  a  famcncii 
in  them  (as  tlic  parfons  phrafc  it)  things  niay  \k  as 
thcv  were  in  my  time,  wiu'n  all  employments  wen*: 
to  parliament-men's  frieiidis,  wiio  had  been  ufehil  in 
c!cc1ious,  and  tlicre  was  al-.vays  a  l>u^c  lift  of  nanic- 
in  arrears  at  the  trcalury,  which  wouUl  at  Ickfl  take 
up  your  fevcn  ytirs  expedient  to  difdiaroe  even  one 
half.  I  am  oiopimcn,  if  you  will  not  be  olVendcd, 
that  the  furcft  courfc  would  be  to  get  your  friend 
who  lodj;ctIj  in  your  houfj  torccon-.mcBd  you  to  the 
next  chief  governor  wjio  comes  over  lure  for  a  good 
civil  employment,  or  to  be  one  of  his  fccretaries, 
ivliich  your  parliament-men  are  fo:ul  enough  of,  whcu 
tiiere  is  no  room  at  home.  The  wine  is  gtvd  and 
rcafonable;  you  may  dine  twice  a-wcck at  thcDcinry- 
houfc;  there  is  a  fet  of  company  in  this  town  l'ut>i- 
cient  for  one  man;  folks  will  admire  you,  becaul'c 
they  have  rend  you,  and  read  of  you;  and  a  good 
employment  will  make  you  live  tolerably  in  London, 
or  fumptuoiifly  hL-re;  or  if  you  divide  bctweeu  both 
places,  it  will  l>e  for  your  health. 

I  willi  I  pouid  do  more  than  fay  I  love  you.  I  Iti't 
you  ill  »2ood  way  botli  for  the  late  court,  and  the 
liicceiTcirs ;  ami  by  tic  force  of  too  much  lionc(t)-,  or 
too  little  fublunary  wifdcm,  you  fell  between  two 
ftools.  Take  care  of  youT  health  and  money;  Ik  IcU 
modctl  and  more  aCUvc;  or  eli'e  turn  parfon  anil  get 
a  billiopric  lure  :  would  to  God  they  would  lend  u> 
a»  g<x}d  ones  fioin  your  &Jc ! 

I  am  ever,  i^c, 


I 
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LETTER      VII. 
Mr  Pope  to  Dr  S'.v  i  f  t. 

Jan.  13,  17:3. 

F  IND  a  rebuke  in  a  late  letter  of  yoiirs,  that  both. 
ftiugs  and  pleafeth  me  extremely.  Your  iaying^ 
that  [  ought  to  have  writ  a  poftfcript  to  my  friend 
Cay's,  luakes  me  not  content  to  write  lels  than 
a  whole  letter ;  and  your  feeming  to  take  his  kindly, 
gives  me  hopes  you  will  look  upon  this  as  a  llncere 
effecfl  of  friendfliip.  Indeed  as  I  cannot  but  own 
the  lazinefs  with  which  you  tax.  me,  and  with  which 
I  may  equally  charge  you,  for  both  of  us  have  had 
(and  one  of  us  hath  both  had  and  given  *)  a  forfeit 
of  writing;  fo  I  really  thought  you  would  know  your- 
•fclf  to  be  k)  certairily  entitled  to  my  friendlliip,  that 
it  was  a  poffefllon  you  could  not  imagine  ftood  ia 
need  of  any  further  deeds  or  writings  to  affure  you 
of  it. 

Whatever  you  fecm  to  think  of  your  withdra'n'n 
and  feparate  ftate  at  this  didance,  and  in  this  ab- 
fence.  Dean  Swift  lives  ttill  in  England,  in  e^ery 
place  and  company  where  he  would  chufc  to  live,, 
and  I  find  him  in  all  the  converfations  I  keep,  and 
in  all  the  hearts  in  which  I  defire  any  fl-.are. 

Wc  have  never  met  thefe  many  years  without 
mention  of  you.  Beiides  my  old  acquaintance,  I 
have  found  that  all  my  friends  of  a  later  date  ars 
fuch  as  were  yours  before  :  Lo- d  Oxford,  Lord  Har  • 
court,  and  Lord  Harley  may  look  upon  me  as  on-; 
entailed  upon  them  by  you  :  Lord  Bolingbroke  i- 
'now  TCturned,  as  I  hope,  to  take  me  with  all  his 
other  hereditary  rights  \  and,  indeed,  he  fetms  grown 
fo  much  a  philofopher,  as  to  ftt  his  heart  upcn  fome 
»  AUii-iirs  to  -lis  br^e  work  on  Htiricr. 
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of  them  as  littli:,  as  upon  the  pcct  you  gave  hiiii. 
Jl  is  kirc  my  ill  fate,  tliai  all  thole  I  moQ  loved,  aiul 
\\nth  whom  I  nx>fl  lived,  niufl  be  baaiflicd  :  after 
both  of  you  left  England,  my  conlbiit  hoft  was  the 
fiifhop  of  '  Ruchcfler.  Sure  this  is  a  nation  that  i« 
cuifediy  afraid  of  being  over-run  with  too  much  po- 
litcncU,  and  cannot  regain  one  great  guiius,  but  at 
the  expcncc  of  another.  I  tremble  for  my  Lord  Pc- 
terborow  (whom  I  now  lodge  with) ;  he  haj  too  mucli 
wit,  as  well  a^  courage,  to  maLe  a  iblid  general : 
and  if  he  efcapca  being  bauillicd  by  others,  I  fear 
he  will  baniili  himl'clf.  This  leads  mc  to  give  you 
Ibmc  account  of  the  manner  of  my  life  and  conver- 
I'ation,  which  has  been  intinitcly  more  various  and 
dillipated,  than  when  you  knew  mc,  and  cared  fur 
mc,  and  among  ail  fexes,  panics,  and  profeirion^. 
A  glut  of  fludy  and  retirement  in  the  lirft  part  of  my 
life  cad  me  into  this ;  and  thi; ,  I  begin  to  fee,  will 
throw  me  a^ala  into  fludy  and  retirement. 

The  civilities  I  have  met  with  from  oppofitc  fcttt- 
of  people,  have  hindered  me  from  being  violent  or 
lijur  to  any  party  ;  but,  at  the  lame  time,  the  obfcr- 
vations  and  eipeticnces  I  cannot  but  hav;;  collected, 
have  made  mc  lefs  fond  of,  and  Icfs  furprized  at 
any  :  I  am  therefore  the  more  aHlitlled  and  the  more 
angry  at  the  violences  and  hardHnps  I  I'ec  pratfliicd 
by  either.  The  merry  vein  you  Itncw  mc  in,  is  funk 
into  a  turn  of  rclleclion,  that  has  made  the  world 
pretty  indifTcreDt  to  mc ;  aad  yet  I  have  ac(|uiied 
a  quietncfs  of  mind  wluch  by  ilts  improves  into  a 
ccnain  degree  of  chearfulncfs,  enough  to  make  mc 
jult  fo  good-humcured  as  to  willi  that  world  well. 
My  fricudlhips  arc  incrcafcd  by  oew  ones,  yet  no 
\..::  tf  ;l:c  \\av::uh  I  f^lt  Tor  '.:■:  ol\  ''.  »:!...:„;iV«. J. 
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Averiions  I  have  none,  but  to  knaves  (for  fools  I 
have  learned  to  bear  with)  and  fuch  I  cannot  be 
corr.monly  civil  to;  for  I  think  thofe  men  are  next 
to  knaves  who  converfe  with  them.  The  greateft  mr.n 
in  power  of  this  fort  fliall  hardly  make  me  bow  to 
him,  unlets  I  had  a  perfcnai  obligation,  and  that 
]  will  take  care  not  to  have.  The  top  plealure  of 
my  life  is  one  I  learned  from  you  both  how  to  gain 
and  how  to  ufe;  the  freedom  of  friendlliip  with  men 
much  my  fuperiors.  To  have  pleafcd  great  men,  ac- 
cording to  Horace,  is  a  praife  ;  but  not  to  have  flat- 
tered them,  and  yet  not  have  di^plea-led  them,  is 
a  greater.  I  have  carefully  avoided  all  intercor.rfe 
with  poets  and  icribblers,  unlefs  where  by  great 
chance  I  have  found  a  modeft  one.  By  thefe  means 
1  have  had  no  quarrels  with  any  perlbnally;  none 
have  been  enemies,  but  who  were  alio  flraugers  to 
me;  and  as  there  is  no  great  need  of  an  eclairciiTe- 
ment  with  fuch,  whatever  they  writ  or  faid  I  never 
retaliated,  not  only  never  feeming  to  know,  but 
often  really  never  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter. 
There  are  very  few  things  that  give  me  the  anxiety 
of  a  Willi ;  the  ilrongeft:  I  have  would  be  to  pafs  my 
days  with  you,  and  a  few  fuch  as  you  ;  but  lite  has 
difperfcd  tlieni  all  about  the  world ;  and  I  lind  to 
willi  it  is  as  vain,  as  to  wiOi  to  fee  the  millennium 
and  the  kingdom  of  the  juft  upon  earth. 

If  I  have  hnned  in  my  long  filencc,  confider  there 
is  one  to  whom  you  yourfelf  have  been  as  great 
a  fmner.  As  loon  as  you  fee  his  hand,  you  will  learn 
to  do  me  jullice,  and  reel  in  your  heart  hoAv  long  a  man 
nxay  be  fileat  to  thofe  he  truly  bves  and  rcfpedts. 
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L    E    T    T    E     R      Vlll. 

I-ord    B  O  L  I  N  G  B  R  O  K  E    to   Dr   S  W  I  F  T. 

JAM  not  fo  lazy  as  Pope,  and  thcTcTorc  you  mud 
not  expect  from  inc  the  i'anic  Indulgence  to  l;i- 
zinefs ;  In  defending  liU  own  caule  lie  pleads  V(jurs, 
and  becomes  your  advocate,  while  he  appeals  to  you 
as  his  judge  :  you  will  do  the  fame  on  your  part ; 
and  I,  and  the  reft  of  your  common  frlcnd«,  lliall 
have  great  jufticc  to  expeiTt  from  two  Aich  righteous 
tribunals.  You  rd'emble  ptrfciftly  the  two  ale-houfc 
keepers  in  Holland,  who  were  at  ti.e  fame  time  Bur- 
gomar.crs  of  the  town,  and  taxed  one  another's  bills 
alternately.  I  declare  before  hand  I  will  nijt  fland 
to  the  award  ;  n:,  title  to  your  fricndiliip  is  good, 
and  wants  neither  deeds  nor  writings  to  confirm  it : 
but  annual  acknowledgments  at  lead  are  ncccllary 
to  prelcrvc  it  :  and  I  bej^in  to  fufpeck  by  your  de- 
frauding me  of  them,  that  you  hope  in  time  to  dif- 
pute  it,  and  to  urge  prcfcription  againfl  mc.  I  would 
not  i'ay  one  word  to  you  about  myfelf  (fnicc  it  is  a 
fubjeol  on  which  you  appear  to  have  no  curiofity) 
>vas  it  not  to  try  how  far  thccontraft  between  Pope's 
fortune  and  manner  of  life,  and  mine,  may  be  car- 
ried. 

1  have  been,  then,  infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
lefs  dilFipatcd  than  when  you  knew  nie  and  cared  for 
mc.  That  love  which  1  ufed  to  fcattcr  with  Ibmc 
profulion  among  the  female  kind,  has  been  thcfe  ma- 
ny years  devoted  to  one  objcsfl.  A  great  many  niif- 
fortunes,  (for  fo  they  arc  called,  tlui'  fomctimcs  very 
improperly)  and  a  retirement  from  the  woild,  have 
nvade  that  jnfl  and  nice  difcrimination  iKtwccn  my 
acquaintance  and  my  friinds,  which  we  have  fcldon\ 
la^acity  enough  to  make  for  outfclvcs;  tbofc  ii]lckil.& 


FROM    D  R    SWIFT,    ire.  47 

of  various  hues,  which  ufed  to  hum  and  buz  aboi  t 
ine,  while  I  flood  in  the  fun-fliine,  have  diranpearrl 
fince  I  lived  in  the  Hiade.  No  man  comes  to  a  her- 
mitage but  for  the  fake  of  the  hermit ;  a  few  philo- 
fophical  friends  come  often  to  mine,  and  they  are 
fuch  as  you  would  be  glad  to  live  with,  if  a  dull  cli- 
mate and  duller  company  have  not  altered  you  ex- 
tremely from  what  you  was  nine  years  ago. 

The  hoarft  voice  of  Party  was  never  heard  in  this 
quiet  place  ;  Gazettes  and  Pamphlets  are  baniflied 
from  it ;  and  if  the  Lucubrations  of  Ifaac  Bickerftaff 
be  admitted,  this  diftindtion  is  owing  to  fome  flrokes 
by  which  it  is  judged  that  thisilluflrious  philofopher 
had  (like  the  Indian  Fohu,  the  Grecian  Pythagoras, 
the  Periian  Zoroafter,  and  others  his  precursors  among 
the  Zabians,  Magians,  and  the  Egyptian  Seers)  both 
his  outward  and  his  inward  dotStrinc,  and  that  he 
was  of  no  fide  at  the  bottom.  When  1  am  there,  I 
forget  I  ever  was  of  any  party  myfelf ;  nay,  I  am 
often  fo  happily  abforbed  by  the  abftradied  realbu 
of  things,  that  I  am  ready  to  imagine  there  never 
was  any  fuch  monfter  as  Party.  Alas,  I  am  foon 
awakened  from  that  plcafing  dream  by  the  Greek 
and  Roman  Hiftorians,  by  Guicciardine,  by  Machi- 
avel,  and  Thuanus  ;  for  I  have  vowed  to  read  no  hi- 
flory  of  our  own  country,  till  that  body  of  it  which 
you  promife  to  finifli  appears. 

1  am  under  no  apprehenlion  that  a  glut  of  ftudy 
and  retirement  fliould  call  me  back  into  the  hurry  of 
the  world  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fingle  regret  which 
I  ever  feel,  is  that  I  fell  fo  late  into  this  courfe  of 
life  ;  my  philotijphy  grows  confirmed  by  habit,  and 
if  you  and  I  meet  again,  I  will  extort  this  approba- 
tion from  you  :  "  Jam  non  confilio  bonus,  fed  more 
"  eo  perductus,  ut  non  tantum  re«Sie  facerc  pollim, 
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"  fed  nifi  rc<ftc  facerc  non  poirim."  'Ihc  little  ir 
civilities  I  have  met  with  from  oppofilc  (ttts  of  pt 
pic,  have  bcca  fo  far  from  leniltritig  mr  violent  o; 
four  to  any,  that  1  tliink  myfch"  obliged  to  them  all  , 
Tome  have  cured  me  of  my  (ears,  hy  Hicwing  mc  how 
impotent  the  malice  of  the  world  is ;  others  have 
cured  mc  of  my  hopes,  hy  Hicwinij  how  precarious 
popular  fricndlhips  arc;  all  have  cured  me  of  fur- 
prize  :  in  driving  mc  out  of  party,  they  have  driven 
me  out  of  curfed  company  ;  and  in  dripping  me  of 
titles  and  rank,  and  cftate,  and  fuch  triuket  j,  wluch 
every  nuin  that  will  may  fpare,  they  have  given  rac 
that  which  no  man  can  be  happy  without. 

Refleiflion  and  habit  have  rendered  the  world  fo 
jndifFcrcnt  to  me,  that  I  am  neither  afilivfled  nor  re- 
joiced, angry  nor  pleafcd  at  what  happens  in  it,  any 
further  than  pcrfoual  fricndlliips  interefl  me  in  the 
atTairs  of  it,  and  thi.-.  principle  extends  my  cares  but 
a  little  way.  Perfcdl  tr.inquillity  is  the  general  tc- 
nour  of  my  life :  good  dit'cftions,  fcrene  weather,  and 
fome  ether  mechanic  fprings,  wind  mc  above  it  now 
and  tlicn,  but  I  never  fall  below  it ;  1  am  fometimcs 
gay,  but  I  am  never  fad.  1  have  gained  new  friends, 
.-ind  have  loft  fome  old  ones ;  my  acquifitions  of  this 
kind  give  me  a  good  deal  of  plcafurc,  bccanfe  tljcy 
have  not  been  made  lightly  :  I  know  no  vows  fo  Co- 
Icnin  ar,  thofe  of  fricndlbip,  and  therefore  a  pretty 
loii^  ni'viciatc  of  acquaintance  fliould  mcthinks  pre- 
cede them  :  my  lofTcs  of  this  kind  give  me  but  little 
trouble ;  I  contributed  nothing  to  them,  and  a  friend 
vlio  breaks  with  me  unjuftly  is  not  worth  prtllrving. 
As  foon  as  I  leave  this  town  (which  will  be  in  a  few 
days'*  I  iball  fall  back  into  tliat  courfe  of  life  which 
keeps  knaves  and  fools  at  a  yreat  diflancc  from  mc : 
I  have  an  avcifion  to  ihcm  both,  but  in  the  utdiuary 
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eourfe  of  life  I  think  I  can  bear  the  fenfible  knave 
better  than  the  fool.  One  mufl  indeed  with  the 
former  be  in  fome  or  other  of  the  attitudes  of  thole 
wooden  men  Avhom  I  have  feen  before  a  f«ord-cut- 
ler's  lliop  in  Germany  :  but  even  in  thofe  comlrained 
poflures  the  witty  rafcal  will  divert  mc;  and  he  that 
diverts  me  does  me  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  lays 
Eie  under  an  obligation  to  him,  which  I  am  not  obli- 
ged to  pay  him  in  another  coin :  the  fool  obliges  me 
to  be  almofl:  as  much  upon  my  guard  as  the  knave, 
and  he  makes  me  no  amends  ;  he  numbs  me  like  the 
torpor,  or  he  teazes  me  like  the  fly.  This  is  the 
picture  of  an  old  friend,  and  more  like  liim  tha:x 
that  will  be  which  you  once  alked,  and  which  he 
v/ill  fend  you,  if  you  contieue  ftill  to  dellre  it. — 
Adieu,  dear  Swift :  with  all  thy  faults  I  love  thee 
entirely ;  make  an  effort,  and  love  me  on  with  all 
mine. 

LETTER      IX. 

From  Dr  Swift. 

Dublin,  Sept,  20,  172J. 
"O  E TURNING  from  a  fammer  expedition  of 
-*-*'  four  months  on  account  of  my  liealth,  I  found 
a  letter  from  you,  with  an  appendix  longer  than 
yours  from  Lord  Bolingbroke.  I  believe  there  is 
not  a  more  miferable  malady  than  an  unwillingncls 
to  write  letters  to  our  belt  friends,  and  a  man  miglit 
be  philoibpher  enough  in  finding  out  reafons  for  it. 
One  thing  is  clear,  that  it  fliews  a  mighty  difference 
betwixt  friendHiip  and  love,  for  a  lover  (as  I  have 
heard)  is  always  fcribbling  to  his  miftrefs.  If  I 
could  permit  myfclf  to  believe  what  your  civility 
makes  you  lay,  tliat  I  am  flill  remembered  by  my 
friends  in  England,  I  am  in  the  right  to  keep  myfelf 
Vol.  VIII.  I. 
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here — Konfam  qualii  eratn.  I  left  you  in  a  period  of 
life  wlicn  one  year  dues  more  execution  than  three 
at  yours ;  to  which  if  you  add  the  dulaefs  of  the  air, 
and  of  the  people,  it  will  make  a  terrible  fum.  I 
have  no  very  flrong  faith  in  your  pretenders  to  rc« 
tirenient ;  you  arc  not  of  an  age  for  it,  nor  have 
gone  through  either  good  or  bad  fortune  enougli  to 
go  into  a  corner,  and  form  conclufions  de  contcmptu 
mtindi  et  fu^j  f scull,  unlcfs  a  poet  grows  weary  of  too 
much  applaufc,  as  miniflers  do  of  too  much  wciglic 
of  bufmefs. 

Tour  happincfs  is  greater  than  your  merit,  in  chu- 
fing  your  favourites  lb  indifferently  among  cither 
party  :  tliis  you  owe  partly  to  your  education,  and 
partly  to  your  genius  employing  you  in  an  art  in 
wliich  facfiion  has  nothing  to  do,  for  I  fuppofc  Vir- 
gil and  Horace  are  equally  read  by  Whigs  and  To- 
ries. You  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  conftitution 
of  Church  and  State,  than  a  ChriHian  at  Conftanti- 
nople;  and  you  arc  fo  much  tlic  wifcr  and  the  hap- 
pier, bccaufe  both  parties  will  approve  your  poetry 
as  long  as  you  arc  known  to  be  of  neither. 

Your  notions  of  fricndfliip  arc  new  to  me  :  I  be- 
lieve every  man  is  born  with  his  juanlum,  and  he 
cannot  give  to  one  without  robbing  anotiier.  I  very 
well  know  to  whom  I  would  give  the  firft  places  in 
my  friendfiiip,  but  they  are  not  in  the  way:  I  an\ 
condemned  to  another  fccnc,  and  therefore  I  dirtri- 
bute  it  in  pennyworths  to  thofe  about  me,  and  who 
difplcafc  me  Icaft;  and  fliould  do  the  fame  to  my 
fellow  prifoncrs  if  I  were  condenmcd  to  jail.  I  can 
likcwil'e  tolerate  knaves  much  better  than  fooN,  1^- 
caufe  their  knavery  does  me  no  liurt  in  the  commerce 
1  have  with  them,  which  however  I  own  is  more 
•.'angcrous,  c^io'  aut  fv  troublcrorac,  at  that  of  fools. 
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I  have  often  endeavoured  to  ellablifh  a  friendfhip 
among  all  men  of  genius,  and  would  fain  have  it 
done  :  they  are  feldom  above  three  or  four  contem- 
poraries, and,  if  they  could  be  united,  would  drive 
the  world  before  them.  I  think  it  was  fo  among 
the  poets  in  the  time  of  Auguftus :  but  envy,  and 
party,  and  pride,  have  hindered  it  among  us.  I  do 
not  include  the  fubalterns,  of  which  you  are  feldom 
without  a  large  tribe.  Under  the  name  of  poets  and 
fcribblers  I  fuppofe  ycu  mean  the  fools  you  are  con- 
tent to  fee  fometimes,  when  they  happen  to  be  mo- 
defl;  which  was  not  frequent  among  them  while  I 
■was  in  the  world. 

I  would  defcribe  to  you  my  way  of  living,  if  any 
method  could  be  called  (o  in  this  country.  I  chufe 
my  companions  among  thofe  of  leaf!  confequence  and 
moft  compliance :  I  read  the  moft  trifling  books  I 
can  lind,  and  whenever  I  write,  it  is  upon  the  moft 
trifling  fubjetSts  :  but  riding,  walking,  and  fleeping, 
take  up  eighteen  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  I  pro- 
craftinate  more  than  I  did  twenty  years  ago,  and 
have  feveral  things  to  finifli  which  I  put  off  to  twen- 
ty years  hence ;  bmc  eji  vita  Sokitcrum,  &c.  I  fend 
you  the  compliments  of  a  friend  of  yours,  v/ho  haih 
palled  four  months  this  fummer  witii  two  grave  ac- 
quaintance at  his  country-houfe,  without  ever  once 
going  to  Dublin,  wiiich  is  but  eight  miles  diftant ; 
yet  when  he  returns  to  London,  I  will  engage  you 
iliall  find  him  as  deep  in  the  Court  of  Requefts,  the 
Park,  the  operas,  and  the  cofTethoufe,  as  any  man 
there.     I  am  now  with  him  for  a  few  days. 

You  mufl  remember  me  with  great  affection  to  Dr 
Arbuthnot,  Mr  Congrevc,  and  Gay. — 1  think  there 
are  no  more  eodein  tt;rtio's  between  you  and  me,  ex- 
cept Mr  Jervas,  to  whofe  houie  1  addrefs  this,  for 
£  i 
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want  of  knowing  where  you  live  :  for  it  was  not 
clear,  from  your  lafl,  whether  you  lodge  with  Lord 
Pttcrborow,  or  he  with  you  ? 

I  c^•c^  am,  &c, 

LETTER       X. 

Sept.  14,  1755. 
T  NEED  not  tell  you  witli  what  real  delight  I 
fliould  have  done  any  thing  you  dciifcd,  and  ia 
particular  any  good  oflices  in  mv  power  towards  the 
bearer  of  your  letter,  who  is  this  day  gone  for  France. 
Perhaps  'tis  with  poets  as  with  prophets,  they  arc 
io  much  better  liked  in  another  country  than  ihcir 
own,  that  your  gentleman,  upon  arriving  in  Eng- 
land, loft  his  curiolity  concerning  me.  Wo^vcvcr, 
had  he  tried,  be  had  found  mc  his  friend;  I  mean 
he  hr.d  found  mc  yours.  I  am  difappoinicd  at  not 
knowing  better  a  man  whom  you  efleem,  and  com- 
fort myftlf  only  with  having  got  a  letter  from  you, 
with  which,  after  all,  I  fit  down  a  gainer;  fincc  to 
iny  great  plcafurc  it  confirms  my  hope  of  once  more 
feeing  you.  After  i'o  many  difpcrfions,  and  fo  many 
«!ivifions,  two  or  three  of  us  may  yet  be  gathered  t«.>- 
gcther:  not  to  plot,  not  to  contrive  filly  fchemes  of 
ambition,  or  to  vex  our  own  or  others'  hearts  with 
hufy  vanities,  (fuch  as  perhaps  at  one  time  of  life  or 
other  take  their  tour  in  every  inan),  but  to  divert 
•>urrelves,and  the  world  too  If  it  pleafes ;  or  at  worfl, 
to  laugh  ;rt  others  as  innocently  and  as  unhurtfully 
as  at  ourfelves.  Your  Travels  *  1  hear  much  of; 
my  own,  I  promifc  you,  fliall  never  more  be  in  a 
llrangc  land,  but  a  diligent,  I  hope  ufcful  invcQiga- 
t-ion  iif  ray  own  territories  f .    I  mean  no  more  iraul- 

•  Cullivrr.  1  Tlir  Effay  on  Man. 
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lation?,  but  fomcthiug  domeftic,  fit  for  my  own  coun« 
try,  and  for  my  own  time. 

If  you  come  to  us,  I'll  find  you  elderly  ladies 
enough  that  can  halloo,  and  two  that  can  nurfe,  and 
tliey  are  too  old  and  feeble  to  make  too  much  nolle ; 
as  you  will  guefs,  when  I  tell  you  they  are  my  own 
mother,  and  my  own  nurfe.  I  can  alio  help  you  to 
a  lady  who  is  as  deaf,  though  not  to  old  as  yourfelf ; 
you'll  be  pleafed  with  one  another  I'll  engage,  tho* 
you  don't  hear  one  another  ;  you'll  converfe,  like 
fpirits,  by  intuition.  What  you'll  moft  wonder  at  is, 
(lie  is  confiderable  at  Court,  yet  no  party-woman, 
and  lives  in  Court,  yet  would  be  eafy,  and  make  you 
eafy. 

One  of  thofe  you  mention,  (and  I  dare  fay  always 
will  remember),  Dr  Arbuthnot,  is  at  this  time  ill  of 
a  very  dangerous  diflemper,  an  impoflhume  in  the 
bowels,  which  is  broke,  but  the  event  is  very  un- 
certain. Whatever  that  be,  he  bids  me  tell  you, 
(and  I  write  this  by  him),  he  Jives  or  dies  your  faith- 
ful friend;  and  one  reafon  he  has  to  defire  a  little 
longer  life,  is  the  wilh  to  fee  you  once  more. 

He  is  gay  enough  in  this  circumfrance  to  tell  you, 
he.  would  give  you  (if  he  cou'd)  fuch  advice  as  might 
cure  your  deafnefs ;  but  he  would  not  advife  you,  if 
you  were  cured,  to  quit  the  pretence  of  it ;  bccaufe 
you  may  by  that  means  hear  as  much  as  you  will, 
aud  anfwcr  a»  little  as  you  pkafe.     Uelicvc  me 

Yours,  ftc. 

LETTER      XI. 

From  Dr  Swift. 

Sept.  29,  1725. 
T  AM  now  returning  to  the  noble  fcene  of  Dublin, 
iato  iLc  grand  vwr^c,  for  fear   of  burying  my 
E  3 


54  LETTERS    TO     AND 

p:«rts;  to  fignnllzc  myfclf  among  curates  and  Tlcarf> 
and  corrcifl  all  corruptions  crept  in  relating  to  tlio 
Mcight  of  bread  and  butter,  through  tliol'c  dominions 
<vlicrc  I  govern.  I  have  employed  my  time  (bciidcs 
ditching)  in  linilliing,  concifUog,  amending,  and 
trarifcribing  my  Travels  *,  in  four  parts  conii)lete, 
newly  augmented,  and  intended  for  the  prcfs  when 
the  world  lliall  dclerve  them,  or  rather  when  a  prin- 
ter Hiall  be  found  brave  enough  to  venture  his  ears. 
1  like  ihe  fchcnie  of  our  meeting  after  difbcflcs  and 
dirperfK)ns  ;  but  the  chief  end  I  propolc  to  myfclf  in 
all  my  labours,  is  to  vex  the  world  rather  than  di- 
vert it;  and  if  1  could  compafs  that  dchgn  without 
hurting  my  own  perfon  or  fortune,  I  woultl  be  the 
mxifl  indefatigable  writer  you  have  ever  fecn,  with- 
out reading.  I  am  exceedingly  pleafeil  that  you  have 
done  with  tranllations;  Lord  I'reafurer  Oxford  of  tea 
lamented  th-it  a  ralcally  world  ilioiild  lay  you  under 
.\  necclFity  of  milemploving.your  genius  for  To  long 
a  time  :  but  fmce  you  will  now  be  fo  much  better 
e\ii|)loycd,  when  y4)U  think  of  the  world,  give  it  one 
lalh  the  more  at  my  requeft.  I  have  ever  hated  all 
nations,  prottti'ions,  and  communities )  and  all  my 
love  is  towards  individuals  :  for  ioOance,  I  hate  the 
tribe  of  lawyers,  but  I  love  counfellor  iuch  a-one, 
and  judgf!  Inch  a-one.  'Tis  fo  with  phyficiaus,  ( I  will 
not  fptak  of  my  own  trade),  foldicrs,  Englifli,  Scotch, 
1  lench,  and  the  reft.  But  principally  1  hate  anJde- 
teft  that  animal  called  Man,  although  1  heartily  love 
John,  Peter,  Thomas,  and  dt  fortli.  This  is  the  ly- 
(hm  upon  which  I  have  govcrn'd  myfclf  many  years, 
n>ut  do  not  tcll\ai»d  fo  1  Uiall  go  on  till  I  have  done 
with  them.  J  have  got  materials  towards  a  treatilc, 
i>roving  the  fallity  ol  that  definition  animal  tiuioiiaU, 
*  (•ulUvci-'s  TrajicU. 
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and  to  fliew  it  fliould  be  only  rathnU  capax.  Upon 
this  great  foundation  of  miianthropy,  (though  not 
in  Timon's  manner),  the  whole  building  of  my  Tra- 
vels is  erecited  ;  and  I  never  will  have  peace  of  mind 
till  all  honeft  men  are  of  my  opinion  :  by  confe- 
quence  vou  are  to  embrace  it  immediately,  and  pro- 
cure that  all  who  deferve  my  efleem  may  do  fo  too. 
The  matter  is  fo  clear,  that  it  will  admit  of  no  dil- 
pute  ;  nay,  I  vril\  hold  a  hundred  pounds  that  you 
and  I  agree  in  the  point. 

I  did  not  know  your  Odyflty  was  flniilicu,  being 
yet  in  tiie  country,  which  I  Iball  leave  in  three  days^ 
I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  prelent,  but  fliall  like  it 
three  fourths  the  Icls  for  the  mixture  you  mentioa 
of  other  hands :  however,  I  am  glad  you  fav'd  your- 
felf  fo  much  drudgery. — I  have  been  long  told  by  Mr 
Ford  of  your  gi-eat  atchievements  in  building  and 
planting,  and  cfpecially  of  your  fubtcrranean  paflage 
to  your  garden,  whereby  you  turn'd  a  blunder  into  a 
beauty,  which  is  a  piece  of  ars  poetica. 

I  have  almoft  done  with  Harridans,  and  Iball  foon 
become  old  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  girls  of  fouj- 
tecn.  The  I-ady  whom  you  defciibe  to  live  at  Court, 
to  be  deaf,  and  no  party-woman,  I  take  to  be  My- 
thology, but  know  not  how  to  m.oraiize  it.  She  can- 
not be  Mercy,  for  Mercy  is  neither  deaf,  nor  lives  at 
Court  :  Juftice  is  blind,  and  perhaps  deaf,  but  nei- 
ther is  Ibe  a- court-lady  :  Fortune  is  both  blind  and 
deaf,  and  a  court-lady;  but  then  (lie  is  a  moft  dam- 
nable party-woman,  and  will  never  make  me  eafy, 
as  you  piomife.  It  muA  be  Riches,  which  anfwer-s 
all  your  defcription  :  I  am  glad  llie  vifits  ycu,  but 
my  voice  is  fo  weak,  that  1  doubt  flie  wiil  never 
hear  rr.c. 

Mr  Lewis  fent  me  aa  account  oil  Di  Arbuthnot's 
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jllncfs,  whicli  is  a  very  fenfihic  afflitflion  to  mc,  who 
h)-  living  (o  \oug  out  of  the  %vorld,  have  loft  tliat 
hardnct's  ot  heart  contracted  by  years  and  general 
Cdnvcrfatien.  I  am  daily  loling  fricndi;,  and  neither 
lecking  nor  getting  others.  Oh,  if  the  world  had 
but  a  dozen  of  Arbuthnots  in  it,  I  would  burn  my 
Travels !  But,  however,  he  is  not  without  fault  :  there 
is  a  pailagc  in  Bede,  highly  commending  the  piety 
and  learning  of  the  Irifli  in  that  age,  where,  after 
abundance  of  praifcs,  he  overthrows  them  all,  by  la- 
menting that,  alas  !  they  kept  tafter  at  a  wrong  time 
of  the  year.  So  our  Dodlor  has  every  quality  and 
virtue  that  can  make  a  man  amiable  or  ufeful;  but 
alas,  he  hath  a  fort  of  llouch  in  his  walk!  i  pray 
GihI  protcift  him,  for  he  is  an  excellent  ChiilUan, 
though  not  a  Catholic. 

1  hear  nothing  of  our  friend  Gay,  but  I  find  the 
Court  keeps  him  at  hard  meat.  I  adviftd  him  to 
come  over  here  with  a  Lord  lieutenant,  l-'hilips 
writes  little  flams  (as  Lord  Leiccller  call'd  thofc  lort 
of  verles)  on  Mils  Carteret  A  Dublin  blacklinith, 
a  great  poet,  hath  imitated  his  manner  in  a  poem  to 
the  fame  Mifs.  Philips  is  a  complaincr,  and  on  this 
occalion  1  told  Lord  Carteret,  that  complaincrs  ne- 
ver fucceedcd  at  Court,  though  railers  do. 

Arc  you  altogether  a  country  gentleman  ;  that  I 
muft  addrcfs  to  you  out  of  London,  to  the  hazard  of 
your  loQng  this  precious  letter,  which  I  will  now 
coccludc,  although  fo  much  paper  is  left-  I  have  an 
ill  name,  and  therefore  lliall  not  fubfcrilK  it,  but  you 
will  guel's  it  comes  from  one  who  eftrcms-  aud  loves 
you  about  half  as  much  as  you  deurve,  1  mean  as 
much  as  he  can. 

1  am  in  great  concern  at  what  I  am  juft  told  is 
ia  lumc  vi  tbc  acwipa}^>ei5,  that  Lord  fwiingbrokx  U 
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mtich  hurt  by  a  fall  in  hunting.  I  am  glad  he  lias 
fo  much  youth  and  vigour  left,  (of  which  he  hath 
not  been  thrifty),  but  I  wonder  he  has  no  more  dif- 
eretion. 

LETTER       Xir. 

oa.  15,  1725- 

T  A  ?■!  wonderfully  pleafed  with  the  fuddenncls  of 
your  kind  anlwer.  It  makes  me  hope  you  arc 
coming  towards  us,  and  that  you  incline  more  and 
more  to  your  old  friends,  in  proportion  as  you  draw 
nearer  to  them,  and  are  getting  into  our  vortex, 
Ilcre  is  one,  who  was  once  a  powerful  planet,  but 
ha?  now  (after  long  experience  of  all  that  comes  of 
fliining)  learned  to  be  content  with  returning  to 
liis  firfl:  point,  without  the  thought  or  ambition  of 
fliining  at  all.  Here  is  another,  who  thinks  one  of 
the  grcateft  glories  of  his  father  was  to  have  difiin- 
guiflied  and  loved  you,  and  who  loves  you  heredi- 
tarily, tjere  is  Arbuthnot,  recovered  from  the  jaws 
of  death,  and  more  pleafed  with  the  hope  of  feeing 
you  again,  than  of  reviewing  a  world,  every  part  of 
which  he  has  fo  long  defpifed,  but  what  is  made  up 
of  a  few  men  like  yourfelf.  He  goes  abroad  again, 
and  is  more  chearful  than  even  health  can  make 
a  man,  for  he  has  a  good  confcience  into  the  bargain 
(which  is  the  mo(t  Catholic  of  all  remedies,  though 
not  the  molt  unlverfal.)  I  knew  it  would  be  a  plea- 
fure  to  you  to  hear  this,  and  in  truth  that  made  me 
write  fo  foon  to  you. 

I'm  forry  poor  P.  is  not  promoted  in  this  age;  for 
certainly  if  his  reward  be  of  the  next,  he  is  of  all 
poets  the  moft  miftrable.  I'm  alfo  forry  for  another 
reafon;  if  they  don't  promote  him,  they'll  fpoil  the 
conclulion  of  one  of  my  Satires,  where,  having  en- 
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deavourcd  to  corrcdl  the  taflc  of  the  town  in  wit 
and  criiicifm,  I  end  thus. 

But  what  avail*  to  lay  down  rules  for  fcnfc  ? 

In 's  reign  tlicft  fruititl's  lines  were  writ, 

When  Amhrolc  Philip?  was  prcfcrrd  for  \\-it ! 
Our  Jricnd  Gay  is  ufed  as  the  fticnds  of  Tories  are 
by  M'higs  (and  generally  by  Torits  too.)  Becnufc 
lie  had  huu'.our,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  dealt  with 
Dr  Swift ;  in  like  manner  as  when  any  one  had 
learning  formerly,  he  was  thought  to  liavc  dealt  with 
the  devil,  he  puts  his  whole  truft  at  court  in  that 
Ir.dy  wjjom  T  defcribcd  to  you,  and  whom  you  take 
to  be  an  allegorical  creature  of  fancy :  I  wifli  ibe 
really  were  Riches  for  his  fake;  though  as  for  your-;, 
1  qutftion  whether  (if  you  knew  her)  you  would 
change  htr  for  the  other. 

l.ord  Bolin;,;brokc  had  not  the  leafl  harm  by  his 
fall;  I  wifli  he  had  recf  ived  no  more  by  his  otJiet 
fall ;  Lord  Oxford  had  none  by  his.  But  Lord  tioling- 
broke  is  the  moft  improved  mind  fincc  yon  law  him, 
that  ever  was  improved  without  fhtftiiig  into  a  new 
body,  or  being  :  pai:le  jninus  ch  nngths.  \  have  often 
imagii.ed  to  niyfclf,  that  if  ever  all  of  ns  meet  again, 
after  lb  many  varieik*  and  chanpis,  after  fo  much 
of  the  old  world  and  of  the  old  man  in  each  of  us 
has  btrn  altered,  that  fcavcc  a  Trnglc  thought  of  the 
one,  any  more  than  a  fingle  atom  of  the  other,  re- 
mains juft  the  fame;  I've  fHncicd,  L  lay,  that  wc 
fhould  meet  like  the  righteous  in  the  millennium, 
quite  in  peace,  divoflcd  of  all  our  fonncr  padions, 
fmiling  at  our  part  fotlict;,  and  content  to  enjoy  the 
kni^^dom  of  the  juft  in  tranquillily  :  but  I  find  you 
vnuld  rather  be  <-n>pK>vcd  as  an  avenging  angel  of 
xvrath,  to  break  your  vial  of  indignation  civrr  the 
ticadb  of  the  wretched  creatures  of  this  world  :  say. 
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would  make  them  eat  your  book,  which  you  have  made 
1 1  doubt  not)  as  bitter  a  pill  for  them  as  poflibie. 

I  \\»>n't  tell  you  what  defigns  I  have  in  my  head 
(befides  writing  a  fet  of  maxims  in  oppofition  to  all 
Rochefoucault's  principles  *)  till  I  Tee  you  here  face 
to  face  :  then  you  fliall  have  no  reafon  to  complain 
of  me,  for  want  of  a  generous  difdain  of  this  world, 
though  I  have  not  loft  my  ears  in  yours  and  theit 
iervice.  Lord  Oxford  too  (whom  I  have  now  the 
third  time  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  he  deierves 
to  be  always  mentioned  in  every  thing  that  is  ad- 
drefs'd  to  yOu,  or  comes  from  you)  expe<5ls  you  :  that 
ought  to  be  enough  to  bring  you  hither;  'tis  a  better 
reafon  than  if  the  tiation  expedred  you  :  for  I  really 
enter  as  fully  as  you  can  ddire  into  your  principle 
of  love  of  individuals ;  and  I  think  the  way  to  have 
a  public  fpirit  is  firft  to  have  a  private  one;  for  who 
can  believe  (faid  a  friend  of  mine)  that  any  man  can 
care  for  a  hundred  thoufend  people,  who  never  cared 
for  one  r  No  ill-humoured  man  can -ever  be  a  patriot, 
any  more  than  a  friend. 

I  defigned  to  have  left  the  following  page  for 
Dr  Arbuthnot  to  £11;  but  he  is  fo  fouch'd  with  the 
period  in  yours  to  me  concerning  him,  that  he  in- 
tends to  anfwer  it  by  a  whole  letter.  He  too  is  buly 
about  a  book,  which  I  guefs  he  will  tell  you  of.  So 
adieu — what  remains  worth  telling  you  ?  Dean  Berk- 
ley is  well,  and  happy  in  the  profecution  of  his 
fcheme.  Lord  Oxford  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  health, 
Duke  Difny  fo  alio ;  Sir  William  Wyndham  better, 

•  This  was  only  faid  as  an  oblique  reproof  of  the  horrid 
mifantliropy  in  the  foregoing  Letter;  and  which  he  fuppo- 
fed  might  be  chiefly  ocrafioiied  by  the  Dean's  fondnefs  for 
Rtchefoucaull,  wliofe  Mnxiim  are  founded  on  the  iuiiiciplc 
sf  an  unlrcrfal  Iclilihncf*  in  human  nature. 
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Lord  Bathurfl  well.  Thcfc  and  fomc  others  prefcrvc 
their  ancient  honour  and  ancient  fricndlliip  :  thofc 

who  do  ncitlitr,  if  they  wtrc  d d,  what  i;  it  to 

a  Pnitcftant  pricft,  who  hab  nothing  to  do  with  the 
dtad  ?  I  anfwcr  for  my  own  part,  as  a  I'apift,  1  would 
not  pray  them  out  of  I'urj^aiory. 

My  nanie  is  as  bad  an  one  as  yours,  and  hated 
by  all  bad  poets,  from  Hopkins  and  Sternliold  to 
tJildon  and  Ciblx-r.  The  firfl  prayed  againfl  nic 
with  tijc  Turk;  and  a  modem  imitator  of  theirs 
(whom  I  leave  you  to  find  out)  has  added  the  Cliri- 
ftian  to  'cm,  with  proper  definitions  of  each,  in  thii 
Riunntr, 

"  The  Pope's  the  Whore  of  Babylon, 
"  The  J'urk  he  is  a  Jew  : 

"  The  ChriAian  is  an  Infidel 
'*    Ihat  fittcth  in  a  pew." 

LETTER      XUL 
From   Dr   S  w  i  r  t. 

Nov,  :6,  17:;. 
T  SHOULD  faoncr  have  acknowledged  yours,  if 
a  ftverifli  di (order  and  the  relics  of  it  had  not 
1lir.1l. led  mc  for  a  fortnight.  1  now  begin  to  make 
xcufcs,  btcaufc  1  liopc  I  am  pretty  near  feeing  you, 
..Md  therefore  I  would  cultivate  an  acquaintance; 
beca-.'.le  if  you  do  not  know  me  when  we  meet,  vou 
ii-tJ  only  keep  one  of  my  letters,  and  comp.irc  it 
\\'i'A\  my  fare,  for  my  face  and  letters  arc  connter- 
j.:ii  ts  of  my  heart.  1  fear  I  have  not  cxpreflcJ  that 
li^ht,  but  1  moan  well,  and  1  hate  blots.  I  look  in 
vKiir  letter,  and  in  my  confcicnce  you  fay  the  fame 
liiiiig,  but  in  a  better  manner.  I'ray  tell  my  Lord 
ijolinjjbvoke  that  I  wiili  he  were  bauiflied  again,  for 
.:.cu  I  fliould  bear  from  biui,  when  be  wa$  full  of 
1 
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phllofophy,  and  talked  de  ccntcmptu  munS.  My  Lord 
Oxford  was  lb  extremely  kind  as  to  write  to  me  im» 
aiediately  an  account  of  his  fon's  birth,  -vvhich  I 
immediately  acknowledged;  but  before  my  letter 
could  reach  him,  I  wiflied  it  in  the  Tea  :  I  hope  I 
was  more  afllicled  tlian  his  Lordiliip.  'Tis  hard 
that  parfons  and  beggars  Ibould  be  over-run  with 
brats,  while  fo  great  and  good  a  family  wants  iii\ 
heir  to  continue  it.  I  have  received  his  father's 
pitShire,  but  I  lament  (f:ih  fgillo  confejfioiiisj  that  it 
is  not  lb  true  a  refemblance  as  I  could  witli.  Drown 
the  world !  I  am  not  content  v.'ith  defpiling  it,  but 
I  would  anger  it,  if  I  could  with  fafcty.  I  v.-illt 
there  were  an  hofpital  built  for  its  defjiifers,  where 
one  might  acft  with  fafety ;  and  it  need  not  be  a  large 
building,  only  I  would  have  it  well  endowed.  P*^  * 
is  fort  chancellant  whether  he  fliall  turn  parfoa  or  nu  ; 
but  all  emplovments  here  are  engaged,  or  in  rcver-« 
fion.  Cad  wits  and  call  beaux  have  a  proper  fanc- 
tuary  in  the  church  ;  yet  we  think  it  a  fevere  judg- 
ment, that  a  fine  gentleman,  and  fo  much  the  finer 
for  hating  ecclefiaftics,  fliould  be  a  domeftic  humble 
retainer  to  an  Irilli  prelate.  He  is  neither  fecretary 
nor  gentleman-uiber,  yet  ferves  in  both  capacities. 
He  hath  publiflied  feveral  reafons  why  he  never 
came  to  lee  me,  but  the  beft  is,  that  1  have  not  wait- 
ed on  his  Lordiliip.  We  have  had  a  poem  lent  from 
London  in  imitation  of  that  on  Mifs  Carteret.  It  \i 
on  Mifs  Harvey  of  a  day  old ;  and  we  fay  and  think 
it  i*  yours.  I  wllli  it  were  not,  becaufe  I  am  againft 
monopolies. — You  might  have  fparcd  mc  a  few  more 
lines  of  your  fatire,  but  I  hope  in  a  few  months  to 
fee  it  all.  To  hear  boys,  like  you,  talk  of  miilen- 
niums  and  tranquillity!  I  am  okler  by  thirty  years. 
Lord  Bollngbrokc  by  twenty,  and  you  Ijut  by  ten, 
Vol.  YIIU  F 
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than  wlun  wc  laft  were  together ;  and  we  fliouIJ 
dilFcr  more  than  ever,  you  coquetting  a  niaid  of  lio- 
nour,  my  Lord  looking  on  to  fee  how  the  gamcflfr* 
play,  and  I  railing  at  you  IxJth.  I  dellrc  you  and 
all  my  friends  will  take  a  fpecial  care  tiiat  my  dif- 
aiTuflion  to  the  worltl  may  not  be  imputed  to  niy 
age,  for  I  have  credible  tvitnetles  rc.uly  to  dcpolc, 
that  it  hath  never  varied  fmu  the  tweoty-lirft  m 
the  f — ty  eighth  year  of  my  life  (pray  till  that  blank 
charitably.)  '  tell  you  after  all,  that  I  do  not  hate 
mankind,  it  is  vous  autrcs  who  hate  them,  bccauie 
you  would  have  them  reafonable  animah,  and  arc 
angry  at  being  diiappcinted  :  1  have  always  rtjedcd 
tliat  dciinition,  nud  made  another  t>f  my  im\ii.  1  ant 
n.)  more  angry  with  —  than  1  was  with  the  kite  that 
Lift  week  llcw  away  witi»  one  of  my  chickens ;  and 
yet  1  was  plcaled  when  ant  of  my  I'ervants  ihot  hin» 
two  days  after.  '1  his  1  fay,  becaufe  you  aie  lo 
hardy  as  to  tell  me  of  yonr  intentions  to  write  ma- 
xims in  oppoJitiou  to  Rochcfoucault,  who  is  mv  fa- 
vourite, bcciiile  I  found  my  whole char.-ufter  in  him; 
liowever,  1  will  reail  himagai;),  became  it  is  poIlibLc 
I  m.ny  hav«  fmce  undccgone  iome  alterations. — 
'lake  care  the  had  poets  do  not  out-wit  yoi:,  as  they 
have  ferved  the  good  ojics  in  every  age,  whom  thty 
have  provoked  to  tranliiiit  their  names  to  poikrity. 
Mccvius  is  as  well  known  as  Virgil,  and  GUdon  will 
be  as  well  known  as  yon,  if  hi>  uamc  gets  into  your 
verfcs  :  and  as  to  the  dittercncc  between  good  and 
bad  fan»c,  'tis  a  pcrfeOl  trine.  I  aik  a  thouliind 
pardons,  and  (o  leave  you  for  tliis  time,  and  will 
write  again,  wiiJiout  coaccuiir.^  myfeli  whether  you 
write  or  uo. 
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LETTER       XIV. 

Dec.   lo,    17:5. 

T  FIND  myfelf  the  better  acquainted  with  you 
for  a  long  abfence,  as  men  are  with  themselves 
for  a  long  affliction  :  abfence  does  but  hold  cfl' a^ 
friend,  to  make  one  fee  him  the  more  tnily.  1  am 
infinitely  more  pleafed  to  hear  you  are  coming  near 
>is,  than  at  any  thing  you  feem  to  think  in  my  fa- 
vour ;  an  opinion  wliicli  has  perhaps  been  aggran- 
dized by  the  diflance  or  dulnefs  of  Ireland,  as  ob- 
jeifts  look  larger  through  a  medium  of  fogs  ;  and 
)et  I  am  infinitely  pleafed  vrith  that  too.  1  am 
much  the  happier  for  finding  (a  better  thing  than 
our  witf)  O'jr  judgments  jump,  in  the  notion  that  all 
fcribblers  flifjuld  be  part  by  in  lilence.  To  vindicate 
(TTfc's  felf  againft  luch  nafty  fiander,  is  much  as  wife 
as  it  was  in  your  countryman,  ^vhen  the  people  im- 
puted a  (link  to  him,  to  prove  the  contrary  by_ 
fliewing  his  backfidci  So  let  Gildon  and  Philips 
reft  in  peace !  What  Virgil  had  to  do  with  Moevius, 
that  he  fliould  wear  him  upon  his  fleeve  to  all  eter- 
nity, I  don't  know.  I've  been  the  longer  upon  this,, 
t^iat  I  may  prepare  you  for  the  reception  both  ypu 
and  your  works  may  poflibly  meet  in  England.  We 
your  true  acquaintance  will  look  upon  you  as  a  good' 
man,  and  love  you ;  others  will  look  upon  you  as  a- 
wit,  and  hate  you  :  fo  you  know  the  worft  ;  unlefs 
you  are  as  vindicative  as  Virgil,  or  the  aforefaid  Hi- 
bernian. 

I  with  as  warmly  as  you  for  an  hofpital  in  which 
to  lodge  the  dcipifers  of  the  world ;  only  1  fear  it 
would  be  filled  wholly  like  Ch.elfea,  with  maimed 
foldiers,  and  fuch  as  had  been  difabled  jin  its  fer- 
vice.  I  would  rather  have  thofc  that,  out  of  fuch' 
F  » 
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wtncroas  principles  as  you  ar.d  I,  dcfpife  it,  fly  in  it* 
face,  ihan  retire  from  it  :  not  th:it  I  lare  much  an- 
^rr  againft  the  jjrcat,  my  fplccn  is  at  the  little  rogues 
of  it  ;  it  jvould  vex  one  more  to  be  knocked  on  the 
head  with  a  pils-put  than  In-  a  thunderbolt.  A'-  to 
£i(3t  opprcircTt.,  c'ley  arc  like  kites  or  eagles,  one 
cxpevfts  mifchict  from  their;  but  to  bt  liiuirted  to 
«Ua:h  (as  poor  Wychevley  laid  to  mt  on  his  ikatli- 
btd)  by  apothecaries'  apprentices,  by  the  undcr- 
thappcrs  ot  under-i'ccretaries  to  iecrctaries  who  were 
no  fccretarics — this  would  provoke  as  dull  a  dog  as 
Ph — 5  himiclf. 

So  much  for  enemies,  now  for  friends.     Mr  L 

Miinks  all  this  indi/crcet  :  the  Do(Skir  not  fo;  he 
lover  mifcJiief  the  bcft  of  any  good-natured  man  in 
tngland.  Lord  B.  is  above  trilling  :  when  he  write* 
cf  any  thing  in  this  world,  he  is  more  than  mortal', 
//  ever  he  trijies,  it  mujl  te  vren  he  iiirns  divine.  Gay- 
is  writing  Tales  for  Prince  William  :  I  fuppofe  Mc 
I'hilips  will  take  this  very  ill,  for  two  realons  ;  one^ 
that  he  thinks  all  childifii  things  belong  to  bini,  ;ind 
t!ie  other,  becanfe  he'll  t;ike  it  ill  to  be  taugiit  that 
one  mav  write  things  to  a  child  without  being  chiid- 
ilh.  What  have  I  more  to  add  ?  but  that  Lord  Ox- 
ford dclires  carotftly  to  fee  you;  and  that  many 
others  whom  you  lio  not  thin'c  the  worft  of,  will  be 
«rjiined  by  it  :  none  more,  bt  alVurcd,  than 

Your6,  &C. 

/'.  S.  r«>pe  and  you  ace  very  great  wit«,  and  T 
think  very  indifiircut  philofophers  ;  if  you  dcfpited 
the  world  as  much  x^  )uu  prcitnd,  and  perhaps  be- 
lieve, ->ou  would  not  be  lb  angry  with  it.  The 
fijundcr  of  your  U:(X,  that  uebic  original  whom  you 
think  ic  fo  great  an  honour  to  intuiblc  '.  wuj  i  ilxvc 
*  Sroeea. 
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fbthe  worft  part  of  the  world,  to  the  court ;  and  all 
his  big  words  were  the  language  of  a  flighted  lover, 
who  deured  nothing  lb  niucli  as  a  reconciliation,  and 
feared  nothing  fo  much  as  a  rupture.  1  believe  the 
world  hath  uled  me  as  fcurvily  as  moH:  people,  and 
yet  I  could  never  find  in  my  heart  to  be  thoroughly 
angry  with  the  fimpie,  falie,  capricious  thing.  I 
lliould  blufli  alike,  to  be  difcovered  fond  of  the 
world,  or  piqued  at  it.  Your  definition  of  Animal 
tiitkiiis  ccpax,  inftead  of  the  common  one  Animal  ra- 
tionale, will  not  bear  examination.  Define  but  Rea- 
fon,  and  you  will  fee  why  your  diftinction  is  i\o  bet^ 
ter  than  that  of  the  Pontiil'  Cotta,  between  ir.aLi 
r.^tio  and  bona  ratio.  But  enough  of  this  :  make  hs 
a  vilit,  and  ril  fubfcrib€^to  any-fidc  of  thefe  impor- 
tant queftions  which  you  pleafe.  We  differ  icfs  than 
vou  imagine,  perkaps,  when  you- wifli  mc  bauiflied 
again  :  but  I  am  not  Icfs  true  to  you  and  to  philol'o- 
phy  iu  England,  .  than  I  was  in  France. 

Yours,  &c.     B, 

LETTER       XV. 
From    Dr    S  w  i  f  t. 

London,  May  4,  iyz6, 
tHAD  rather  live  in  forty  Irelands,  than  under 
the  frequent  difquiets  of  hearing  you  are  out  of 
order.  I  always  apprehend  it  moft  after  a  great  din- 
ner ;  for  the  leaft  tranfgreflion  of  yours,  if  it  be  on- 
ly two  bits  and  one  fup  more  than  your  flint,  is  a 
great  debauch  ;  for  which  you  certainly  pay  more 
than  thofc  fots  who  arc  carried  dead  drunk  to  bed. 
My  I.ord  Petcrborow  fpoiled  every  body's  dinner, 
but  efpecially  mine,  with  telling  us  that  you  were 
detained  by  llckncfs.  Pray  let  mc  have  three  lines 
under  any  hand  or  pot-hook  that  will  give  me  a  bet- 

F  3 
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tcr  account  of  your  health  ;  which  concerns  me 
more  tlum  others,  bccaufe  I  love  snd  dlccm  you  lor 
icaiuns  tljut  mcft  others  have  little  to  do  with,  and 
woiiicj  be  the  lame  altiiough  you  liiid  never  touched 
:t  pcij,  lurthcr  than  with  writing  to  i»c. 

I  am  gaiheriiij;  i»p  my  lug.q.iyc,  and  preparing  for 
ciyjourjicy;  i  will  cudcavoux  to  thiiik  of  yon  »« 
litrlc  as  1  cm,  and  when  I  write  to  yx>ii,  J  will  drive 
n.>t  to  think  of  yon  :  this  1  intend  to  ictura  to 
your  kindrurl's ;  and  further,  I  know  no  body  has 
(ir.iit  vvitli  mc  Co  cruelly  as  you,  the  conlcqueuce  of 
which  ulagc  1  ftar  will  laJt  as  long  as  my  life,  for  {o 
Uw^  ihail  1  be  (in  fpitc  of  my  heart)  entirely  yours. 

1-    E    T    T    E    R      XYI. 

Aiij.  it,  i7-:6. 
TETANY  a  fliort  frgh  you  ccd  nic  the  day  I  left 
you,  HJid  many  nnue  you  will  cod  me,  till  the 
diy  you  return.  I  really  wnllctd  about  like  a  man 
brtniihcd,  and  when  I  came  home  found  it  no  home, 
"lis  a  fenlation  like  that  of  a  limb  lopped  ofF,  one  is 
trying  every  minute  unawares  to  ufc  it,  ^Dd  finds  it 
is  not.  I  inay  lay  you  have  u!ld  mc  more  cruelly 
than  you  have  done  ajiy  other  man;  you  have  madc 
ic  more  impo:llble  for  ine  to  live  at  cal'e  without  you  j 
habitude  itillf  would  have  done  tliat,  ii  I  had  lel'it 
fiicudfiiip  in  my  nature  than  I  have.  Helides  my 
natural  memory  of  you,  you  Iiavc  made  a  local  one, 
wliith  prtlents  you  to  me  in  every  place  i  frc<|Utnt : 
I  l^iall  never  more  tbJukof  LordCobham'5,  the  woods 
of  Cirencclltr,  or  the  pleating  prof'pcci  of  BylKTry, 
but  your  idea  mull  be  joined  with  'eui ;  nor  lee  one 
feat  iu  my  owa  g.udcn,  ur  one  room  in  my  own 
huufe,  without  a  phantom  of  yon,  lifting  or  walking 
bcl'uic  me.   I  travelled  with  you  to  Qicllcr,  I  felt  tiic 
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extreme  licat  of  the  weather,  the  inns,  the  road? ,  the 
coniincment  and  clolcucfs  of  tlie  uneafy  coach,  and 
•wiflied  a  hundred  times  1  had  cither  a  Deanry  or  a 
horfe  in  my  gift.  In  real  truth,  I  have  felt  my  foul 
peevilli  ever  fmce  with  all  about  me,  from  a  warni 
uneaiy  delire  after  you.  1  am  gone  out  of  myfelf  to 
r.o  purpole,  and  camiot  catch  you.  Inh'ut  in  pedes 
was  not  more  properly  applied  to  a  poor  dog  after  a 
bare,  than  to  me  with  regard  to  your  departure.  I 
willi  I  could  think  no  more  of  it,  but  ly  down  and 
Ceep  till  we  meet  again,  and  let  that  day  (how  far 
-  Ibever  off  it  be)  be  the  morrow.  Since  1  cannot, 
niay  it  be  my  amends  that  every  thing  you  wiOi  may 
attend  you  where  you  are,  and  that  you  may  find 
every  friend  you  have  there,  in  tire  Itate  you  wiih 
him,  or  her;  lb  that  your  vlfits  to  us  may  have  no 
other  efTecl,  than  the  progrefs  of  a  rich  man  to  a  re- 
mote eftate,  which  he  finds  greater  than  he  expedted; 
which  knowledge  only  ferves  to  make  him  live  hap- 
pier where  he  is,  witli  no  difagreeable  profpecl  if 
ever  he  tliould  chufe  to  remove.  May  this  be  your 
ftate  till  it  become  what  I  willi.  But  indeed  I  can- 
not exprefs  the  warmth  with  which  I  willi  you  all 
things,  and  myfelf  you.  Indeed  you  are  engraved 
ellewiiere  than  on  the  Cups  you  fent  me,  (with  lb 
kind  aa  infcription),  and  I  might  throw  them  into 
the  Thames  without  injury  to  the  giver.  I  am  not 
pleas'd  with  them,  but  lake  them  very  kindly  too  : 
and  had  1  Aifpedted  any  fuch  ufag€  from  you,  I  Ibould 
have  enjoyed  your  company  Icl's  than  1  really  did  i 
f      -^.t  this  rate  1  may  lay, 

"  Nee  tecum  polllia  viver^,  nee  fine  te." 
I  wiii  bring  you  over  jafl  fuch  another  prefent,  when 
I  go  to  the  Deanry  of  St  Patrick's ;  wliich  I  promife 
you  >o  do,  if  evu'  1  am  enabled  to  return  your  kind- 
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Bcfs.  Donarcm  pilera^,  &c.  'Till  then  I'll  drink  (c"* 
Gay  lliall  driiilc)  daily  healths  to  you,  and  I'll  add 
U)  yuur  iiircriptioii  the  old  Roman  vuw  fur  years  ta 
come,  VoTis  X.  VoTis  XX.  My  mother's  age 
gives  me  authority  to  hApc  it  for  yours.     Aditu. 

LETTER       XVII. 

Sfpt.  3,  i;j6. 
"Y^OURS  to  Mr  Gay  gave  me  greater  fatisfaction 
than  that  to  me  (though  that  gave  ii  great  deal}; 
for  to  hear  you  were  fate  at  your  journey's  end,  ex- 
ceeds the  account  of  your  fatipucs  while  in  tlic  w.iy 
to  it :  otlicrwife  believe  me,  every  tittle  of  catii  i* 
important  to  me,  wiiich  lets  any  one  tlung  before  my 
eye  that  happens  to  you.  I  writ  you  a  long  letter, 
whicii  I  giiefs  reached  you  the  day  after  your  arrival. 

Since  (hen  I  had  a  conference  wiih  Sir ,  who  ex- 

prclled  his  dchre  of  liaviug  (een  you  again  before  yon 
left  us.  He  faid  he  (thftrvcd  awilUngnefs  in  you  t> 
liTc  among  us:  which  I  did  not  deny;  but  at  thT 
fame  time  toid  liim,  you  h.id  no  fuch  dcfijni  in  your 
coming  this  time,  whicli  was  merely  to  Ue  a  few  oJ' 
thoic  you  loved;  but  that  indeed  all  tiioi'c  wiflied  it, 
and  particuhirly  Lord  I'ctciborow  and  myfclf,  wh.v 
wiilied  you  lovtd  Ireland  ler>,  had  you  any  reafon 
to  love  England  more.  I  faid  nothing  but  what  1 
think  would  induce  any  man  to  be  as  hind  of  you  as. 
],  pl.un  truth,  did  they  kuuw  either  it  or  you.  I 
con't  help  thinking  (when  1  cenlidrr  the  whole  ll.ovl 
Sif^  vf  our  friends,^  that  none  of  them  except  you  .lud 
1  arc  qualified  for  the  mouQt.tiue  of  Wales.  'Iho 
Doiflor  gtics  tu  cards,  Gay  to  court ;  one  lofcs  rao- 
ttey,  one  lofcs  his  time;  another  of  our  tricncLs  la- 
bours to  be  unambitious,  but  he  labours  in  an  un- 
'Willing  foil.     Oiic  Lidy  you  like  has  too  tcuch  of 
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France  to  be  fit  for  Wales;  anotlier  is  too  much  a 
fubjc(5l  to  pviuces  and  potentates,  to  reiiln  that  wild 
tafte  of  liberty  and  poverty  :  Mr  C«ngreve  is  too 
fick  to  bear  a  thin  air;  and  (lie  that  leads  him  too 
rich  to  enjoy  any  thing  :  Lord  Pcterborow  can  go 
to  any  climate,  but  never  flay  in  any  :  J_,ord  Bathurfl 
is  too  great  aa  hufbaudman  to  like  barren  hills,  ex- 
cept they  are  his  own  to  improve  :  Mr  Bethel  in- 
deed is  too  good  and  too  honeft  to  live  in  the  world, 
but  yet  'tis  fit,  for  its  example,  he  iliould.  We  are 
left  to  ourfclves  in  n>y  opinion,  and  may  live  where 
wc  plcafe,  in  Wales,  Dublin,  or  Bermudas  ;  and  for 
me,  I  aflure  you  1  love  the  world  fo  well,  and  it  loves 
me  fo  well,  that  I  care  not  in  what  part  of  it  I  pafs 
the  reft  of  my  days.  I  fee  no  funlliine  but  in  the 
face  of  a  friend. 

I  had  aglimpfe  of  a  letter  of  yours  lately,  by  which 
I  find  you  are,  like  the  vulgar,  aptcr  to  think  well  of 
people  out  of  power,  than  of  people  in  power  :  per- 
haps 'tis  a  nilftake,  but,  however,  there's  fomething 
in  it  generous.  Mr  **  *  takes  it  extremely  kind,  I 
c;m  perceive,  and  he  has  a  great  mind  to  thank  yoa 
for  that  good  opinion  for  which,  I  believe,  he  is  only 
to  thank  his  ill  fortune ;  for,  if  1  am  not  iii  an  error, 
he  would  rather  be  in  power  than  out. 

To  ilieu-  you  how  fit  I  am  to  live  in  the  mountains, 
I  will  with  great  truth  apply  to  myfelf  an  old  fen- 
tence  :  "  Tiiofe  that  are  in  may  abide  in,  and  thofc 
"  that  are  out  may  abide  out:-  yet  to  me  thofe  that 
"  are  in  fiiall  be  as  thofe  that  are  out,  and  thole  that 
'■*  are  out  fliall  be  as  thofe  that  are  in." 

I  aiu  indiiTerent  as  to  all  thofe  matters,  but  I  mifs 
yoa  as  much  as  I  did  the  firft  day,  when  (with  a 
Hiort  flgh)  I  parted.  WTierever  you  are  (or  on  the 
mouatains  of  Wales,  or  on  the  coaft  of  Dublin, 
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"  Tu  mihi,  feu  inagnl  Aipcr.15  jam  fata  Timavj.. 
"  Sivc  orara  Illyrici  Icgis  xi^tiuris — )" 

I  am,  and  ever  lliall  be,  Yours,  &c. 

LETTER       XVIir. 
Mr  G  A  Y   to  l)r  S  v  i  f  1. 

N^ir.   17.    17:6. 

*  BOUT  ten  days  ago  a  book  was  publiflicd  here- 
•^  of  the  travels  ofsnc  Gulliver,  which  hath  btrcrv 
t4ic  coiivcrfation  of  the  whole  town  ever  fince  :  the' 
vholc  impreflion  fold  in  a  week  ;  and  nothing  is 
more  diverting  than  to  hcsr  the  didereiit  opinions 
people  give  of  it^  though  all  agree  in  liking  it  ex- 
tremely. "TIs  generally  fi-Jd  t'wt  you  are  the  au- 
thor; but  I  am  told,  the  bookrcllcr  declares  he  knu'vs 
not  from  what  luind  it  came.  From  the  highcft  to 
the  lowefl  it  is  uriivcrfally  read,  from  the  cahlnet- 
coimcil  to  the  nurlirry.  The  politicians  to  a  man 
agree,  that  it  is  free  from  particular  rcncd^ions,  but 
tliat  the  fatirc  on  general  fitcieties  of  men  is  tix>  fc- 
yerc.  Not  but  'vc  now  and  thin  meet  with  people 
of  greater  ptripicuity,  w!io  are  in  fcarch  (or  particu- 
lar applications  in  every  leaf  ;  and  'lis  liighly  pro- 
bable we  lliall  have  keys  publillied  to  give  li^jht  into 

Gulliver's  dcfi^^n.     Lord  i>  the  pcfon  who  lead 

approves  it,  blaming  it  as  a  dtfign  of  evil  conrc<iiicnce 
to  depreciate  human  nature;  at  which  it  cannot  l>e 
wondered  that  he  lakes  moft  olFcnce,  bcir.(»  himftlS  ^ 
the  mod  accompliflied  of  his  fpecics,  and  fo  lofuij 
^ore  than  any  otlier  of  that  praifc  which  is  due 
both  to  the  dignity  and  virtue  of  a  man  *.     Your 

•  It  i«  no  wnndrr  a  m.n  of  worth  (hou!df?ii"ni  »  fitiri^ 
on  hit  Ipccici,  as  ic  iiijvim  V'liiur  .iml  Tiol.i:rt  Truth  r 
and  ax  lii;I.-,  tiiat  a  rnr.  upt  man  11i«uM  efifrtve  it,  l>r- 
cauTr  i(  j'jflifics  hii  primrirlo*  «'>J  tends  to  excufe  1  •« 
lua^ce. 
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f-.lcnd,  my  Lord  Harcourt,  commends  it  very  much, 
though  he  thinks  in  ibme  places  the  matter  too  far 
carried.  The  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Marlborough  is 
in  raptures  at  it ;  llie  fays  llie  can  dream  of  nothing 
elfe  lince  flie  read-it :  llie  declares,  that  flie  hath  now- 
found  out,  that  her  whole  hfc  hath  been  lofl  in  ca- 
rcHlng  the  worft  part  of  mankind,  and  treating  the 
bed  as  her  foes  ;  and  that  if  ibe  knew  Gulliver,  tho' 
he  had  beenthe  worft  enemy  ihe  ever  had,  ihe  would 
g:\"f  up  her  pretent  acquaintance  for  his  i'rieudlliip. 
You  may  fee  by  this,  that  you  arc  not  much  injured 
by  being  Aippofcd  the  author  of  this  piece.  If  yoii 
are,  you  have  difobliged  us,  and  two  or  three  of  your 
bell:  friends,  in  not  giving  us  the  leaft:  hint  of  it  while 
you  were  with  us  ;  and  in  particular  Dr  Arbuthnot, 
who  fays  it  is  ten  thoufand  pities  he  had  not  knowa 
k,  he  could  have  added  fuch  abundance  of  things 
wpon  every  fubject.  Among  lady-critics,  fome  have 
found  out  that  Mr  Gulliver  had  a  particular  malice 
^o  maids  cf  honour.  Thofe  of  them  who  frequent 
the  church  fay,  his  defign  is  impious,  and  that  it  is 
depreciating  the  works  of  the  Creator.  Notwith- 
flanding,  I  am  told  the  Princefs  hath  read  it  with 
great  pkafure.  As  to  other  critics,  they  think  the  Fly- 
ing Ifland  is  the  leaft  .entertaining;  and  fo  great  an 
opinion  the  town  have  of  the  inipoliihility  of  Gulli- 
ver's writing  at  all  below  himfelf,  'tis  agreed  that 
part  was  not  writ  by  the  fame  hand,  tho'  this  hath 
its  defenders  too.  it  hath  pafied  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, iiemine  coi'.tradkente;  and  the  whole  town,  men, 
women  and  children,  are  quite  full  of  it. 

Perhaps  I  may  all  this  time  be  talking  to  you  of  a 
book  you  have  never  feen,  and  which  hath  not  yet 
reacned  Ireland;  li  it  hath  not,  I  believe  what  we 
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have  (aid  'vi!l  be  fumcicnt  to  recommend  it  to  your 
reading,  and  that  you  wiii  order  me  to  fend  it  to  yoii. 

But  it  will  be  mucli  better  to  come  over  yourfcif, 
and  rc-id  it  here,  where  you  will  liave  the  pUafurs 
of  variety  of  commentators,  to  erplaia  the  difficult 
pafagcs  to  you. 

We  all  rcjoic.'  that  you  have  fixed  the  precife  time 
of  your  coming  to  be  cuin  hiruudire  prima  ;  which  wc 
modem  naturalifts  pronounce,  ought  to  be  reckoned, 
contrary  to  Pliny,  in  this  northern  latitude  of  fifty- 
two  degrees,  from  the  end  of  February,  S ty I.  Grr». 
at  fan.hcfl.  Uut  to  us  your  friends,  the  coming  of 
fuch  a  black  fwallow  as  you  will  make  a  fummcr  in 
the  worfl  of  ftafous.  We  are  no  Icfs  qiad  at  your 
mention  of  Twickenham  and  Dawlcy  ;  and  in  town 
you  know  you  have  a  lodging  at  Court. 

The  I^rincel's  is  cloathed  in  Irilh  (ilk  ;  pray  give 
our  fcrvice  to  the  weaveu.  We  arc  ftrangcly  fur- 
priztd  to  hear  that  the  bells  in  Ireland  ring  without 
vuiir  money  :  I  hope  you  do  not  write  the  thing  that* 
it  not.  Wc  are  afraid  that  B —  hath  been  guilty  of 
that  crime,  that  you  (lik;;  Honynhnm)  have  treated 
him  as  a  YahcX),  and  difcardcd  him  your  fcrvice.  I 
fear  you  do  not  undcrlland  thel'e  modifli  terms,  which 
every  creature  now  under(land^  but  ynurfelt. 

You  tell  us  your  wine  is  bad,  and  that  the  clergy 
do  not  frequent  your  houfe,  which  \\x  look  upon  to 
be  tautology.  The  bcft  advice  wc  can  give  you  is, 
to  make  them  a  prcicnt  of  your  wine,  and  come  away 
to  better. 

You  fancy  wc  envy  '\'ou,  but  you  arc  mi.laken  ; 
wc  envy  thofe  you  are  with,  for  wc  c.iuuc:  tnvy  ihr 
man  wc  love.    Adieu. 
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LETTER     XIX. 

NnV.   16,    17:6. 

"I"  HAVE  refolved  to  take  time;  and,  in  fpite  of 
•^  all  misfortunes  and  demurs  whicK  ficknefs,  lame- 
nefs,  or  difability  of  any  kind  can  throw  in  niy  way, 
fo  write  you  (at  intervals)  a  long  letter.  My  two 
leaft  fingers  of  one  hand  hang  impediments  to  the 
o'thers,  like  ufelefs  dependents,  who  only  take  up 
room,  and  never  are  a<n;ive  or  afliflant  to  our  wants  : 
I  fliall  never  be  much  the  better  for  'em. — I  congra- 
tulate you  firft  upon  what  you  call  your  couiin's  won- 
derful book,  which  is  publico  trita  marm  at  prefent,  and 
1  prophefy  will  be  hereafter  the  admiration  of  all 
men.  That  countenance  with  which  it  is  received 
by  fome  ftatefmen  is  deliglufnl;  I  wifli  1  could  tell 
you  how  every  fingle  man  looks  upon  it,  to  obferve 
which  has  been  my  whole  divcrfion  this  fortnight. 
.I've  never  been  a  night  hi  London  fmce  you  left  me 
till  now,  for  this  very  end,  and  indeed  it  has  fully 
anfwered  my  expectations. 

I  find  no  confiderablc  man  very  angry  at  the  book : 
fome  indeed  think  it  rather  too  bold  and  too  gene- 
ral a  fatire;  but  none,  that  I  hear  of,  accufe  it  of 
particular  refleiTlion's,  ([  mean  no  perfons  of  confe- 
quence  ol-  good  judgment ;  the  mob  of  critics,  you 
know,  always  are  defirous  to  apply  fatire  to  thofc 
they  envy  fur  being  above  them),  fo  that  you  need- 
ed not  to  have  been  fo  fecret  upon  this  head.  Motte 
received  the  copy  (he  tells  me)  he  knew  not  from 
whence,  nor  from  whom,  dropp'd  at  his  houfe  in  the 
dark,  from  a  hackney-coach  :  by  computing  the  time, 
I  found  it  was  after  you  left  England ;  lo,  for  my 
part,  1  fufpend  my  judgment. 

I  am  pleafed  with  the  nature  and  quality  of  your 

VoL.Vin.  G 
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■prcfcnt  to  the  Princcft.  The  Irtfli  fturt"  you  fcnt  tft 
Mrs  H.  her  R.  H.  laid  hold  of,  and  has  made  up  for 
her  own  ufe.  Arc  you  determined  to  be  national  in 
every  thing,  even  in  your  civilities  ?  You  arc  the 
grcateft  politician  in  Europe  at  this  rate  :  but  as  you 
arc  a  rational  politician,  there's  no  great  fear  of  you ; 
you  will  never  fuccced. 

Another  thing  in  which  you  have  pleas'd  mc,  was 
what  you  faid  to  Mr  P.  by  which  it  fecms  to  mc  that 
you  value  no  man's  civility  above  your  o\rn  dignit\'>» 
or  your  own  rcafon.  Surely,  without  fiattcrv-,  you 
are  now  above  all  parties  of  men,  and  it  is  high  time 
to  be  fo,  after  twenty  or  thirty  years  oblcrvation  of 
the  great  world. 

"  Nullius  addidlus  jurarc  in  verba  magiftri." 

1  queftion  not  mniiy  men  would  be  of  your  inti- 
macy, that  you  might  be  of  their  intertft  :  but  God 
forbid  an  hontft  or  witty  man  lliould  be  of  any,  but 
that  of  his  country.  1  hey  havr  fcoundrels  tnoiigh 
to  write  for  their  palTions  and  their  dcfigns  :  let  us 
»-rite  for  truth,  for  honour,  and  for  pofteriry.  If  vou 
jnufl  needs  wTitc  about  i-olitici  at  all,  (but  perhaps 
'tis  full  as  wile  to  play  the  fool  any  other  wav), 
fiirely  it  ought  to  be  lb  as  to  jucfcrve  the  dignity 
and  integrity  of  your  character  with  (hole  times  to 
come,  which  will  mofl  impartially  judge  of  you. 

I  with  you  had  writ  to  Lord  Pctcrborow;  no  man 
Is  more  afl't*5"lionatc  toward  you.  Don't  fancy  none 
but  Tories  arc  your  friends;  for  at  that  rate  I  muft 
be,  at  mofl,but  half  your  friend,  and  liuccrcly  I  am 
wholly  fo.  Aditru.  Write  often,  and  come  foon ; 
fir  many  Willi  you  well,  and  all  would  be  glad  <'f 
your  coir.tni:iy. 


PROM    DR    SWIFT,   <b-c.  rS: 

LETTER       XX. 

rrom  Dr  S  w  i  f  t. 

Dublin,  Nov.  17,  1726. 
T  AM  juft  come  from  anfwering  a  letter  of  Mrs 
H — 's,  writ  in  fuch  myftical  terms  that  I  fliould 
never  have  found  out  the  meaning,  if  a  book  had  not 
been  fent  me  called  Gulliver's  Traxtds,  of  which  you 
fay  fo  much  in  yours.  I  read  the  book  over,  and  in- 
the  Second  volume  obfervc  fevcraJ  pallageo  ivhich  ap- 
jiear  to  be  patch'd  and  altered  ",  and  the  ftyle  of  a 
different  fort  (unlefs  I  am  much  miltakcn).  Dr  Ar- 
buthnot  Ukes  the  Projectors  Icafl  f ;  others,  you  tell 
me,  the  Flying  Ifland;  fome  think  it  wrong  to  be 
fo  hard  upon  whole  bodies  or  corporations  ;  yet  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  reflections  on  particular  per- 
fons  are  moft  to  be  blamed  :  fo  that  in  thefe  cafes,  I 
tliink  the  beft  method  is  to  let  ccnfuie  and  opinion 
take  their  courfe.  A  Billiop  here  faid,  tliat  book 
was  full  of  improbable  lies  ;  and,  for  his  part,  he 
hardly  believed  a  word  of  it :  and  fo  much  for  Gul- 
liver. 

Going  to  England  is  a  very  good  thing,  if  it  were 
not  attended  wiih  an  ugly  circumflance  of  returning 
to  Ireland,  it  is  a  lliame  you  cto  not  perfuade  your 
Diinifters  to  keep  me  on  that  fide,  if  it  were  but  by 
a  court  expedient  of  keeping  nie  in  prifon  for  a  plot- 
ter :  but  at  the  fame  time  1  muft  tell  you,  that  fuch 
journies  very  much  fiiorten  my  life ;  for  a  month. 
tiere  is  longer  than  fix  at  Twickenham. 

How  comes  friend  Gay  to  be  lb  tedious  ?  another 

*  This  wa«  the  fart,  which  is  complained  of  ar.<l  redref' 
ffd  in  the  Dublin  Edition  of  the  Dean's  worts. 

t  Becaufe  he  iindcrU(K>d  ic  to  be  intruded  zt  3.  i^ilre  oi> 
the  R-T^l  Sfcietj, 

C  X 
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naao  can  publiili  fifty  thoufand  lies  fooncr  than  he 
Ciin  fifty  fables. 

I  am  jufl  going  to  perform  a  very  good  office  ;  it 
is  to  aflift  with  the  Archbifliop,  in  degrading  a  Par- 
fon  who  couples  all  our  beggars,  by  whicli  I  fliall 
make  one  happy  man,  and  decide  the  great  qucftioii 
wf  an  indelible  charaiflcr  in  favour  of  the  principles 
in  fafliion  :  this  I  hope  you  will  represent  to  the  mi- 
riftry  in  my  favour,  as  a  point  of  merit :  fo  farewell 
till  I  return. 

I  am  come  back,  and  have  deprived  the  Parfon, 
who  by  a  law  here  is  to  be  hanged  the  next  couple 
he  marries  :  \\t  declared  to  us  that  he  rcfolved  to  be 
hanged,  only  dtfired  that  when  he  was  to  go  to  the 
jallows,  the  Archbifliop  would  take  off  his  cxcom- 
Hiunication.  Is  not  he  a  good  Catholic?  and  yet  he 
is  but  a  Scotchmaa,  This  is  the  only  Irifli  event  I 
ever  troubled  you  with,  and  1  think  it  de/ervcs  ma- 
lice.— Let  me  add,  that  if  I  were  Gulliver's  frienii,  1 
'vvould  dclire  all  my  acquaintance  to  give  out  that 
his  copy  was  baiciy  miuigled,  and  abuicd,  and  add*- 
cd  to,  and  blotted  out  by  the  printer;  for  fo  to  me 
it  fccias,  in  the  bccoad  volume  partkulaily. 

Adieu. 

LETTER      XXI. 

From  Dr  S  w  i  »  r. 

Dec.  j.  1736. 
T  BEI-IEVE  the  hurl  in  your  hand  alFcdts  mt 
more  th.in  it  does  yourfcH,  and  with  reafon,  be- 
raufc  I  may  probably  be  a  greater  lofcr  by  it.  Wiiat 
have  accidents  to  do  with  thofc  who  arc  neither  joc- 
kies,  nor  fox-huntcrs,  nor  bullies,  uor  tiruukaids? 
.■\nd  yet  a  r.ifcally  rjrooni  Oiall  gallop  a  fuundertd 
borfc  ten  miicrs  U].ou  a  cauTcway,  and  ^ct  hotac  /arc. 
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Tarn  very  much  pleas'd  that  you  approve  what 
was  fent,  becaufe  I  remember  to  have  heard  a  great 
man  fay,  that  nothing  required  more  judgment  than 
making  a  prelent;  which,  when  it  is  dune  to  thole 
of  high  rank,  ought  to  be  of  fomething  that  is  not 
readily  got  for  money.  You  obhge  me,  and  at  tlie 
fame  time  do  me  juftice  in  what  you  oblerve  as  to 
Mr  P.  Befides,  it  is  too  late  in  life  for  me  to  a.A 
otherwife,  and  therefore  I  follow  a  very  eafy  road  to 
virtue,  and  purchafe  it  cheap.  If  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  join  Us,  is  not  your  life  and  mine  a  ftate  of 
power,  and  dependence  a  (late  of  flavery  ?  We  care 
not  threepence  whether  a  prince  or  miniflcr  will  fee 
us  or  no  :  we  are  not  afraid  of  having  ill  offices  done 
us,  nor  at  the  trouble  of  guarding  our  words  for  fear 
of  giving  olTcnce.  I  do  agree  that  riches  are  liberty, 
but  then  we  are  to  put  into  the  balance  how  long 
our  apprenticefliip  is  to  laft  In  acquiring  them. 

Since  you  have  receiv'd  the  verfes,  I  moft:  earnefi:' 
ly  entreat  you  to  burn  thofe  which  you  do  not  ap- . 
prove,  and  in  thofe  few  where  you  may  not  diilike 
fome  parts,  blot  out,  the  reft,  and  fometimes  (though 
it  be  againft  the  lazinefs  of.  your  nature)  be  fo  kind 
to  make  a  few  corrections,  if  the  matter  will  bear 
them.  I  have  fome  few  of  thofe  things  I  call  Thoughts 
Moral  and  Diverting;  if  you  pltafe,  I  will  fend  the 
Left  I  can  pick  from  therr.  to  add  to  the  new  volume. 
I  have  reafon  to  chufe  t.ie  method  you  mention  of 
mixing  the  feveral  verfes,  and  I  ho}>e  thercbv,  amor.(»- 
the  bad  critics,  to  be  entitled  to  more  merit  than  li 
Diy  due. 

This  moment  I  am  fo  Jiappy  to  have  a  letter  from 
my  Lord  Peterborow,  far  which  1  intrtat  you  will 
prefcnt  him  with  my  humble  refpecls  and  thanks, 
ibcugh  he  all-to-be-Cullivcrs  mc  by  very  (t-orgirf-. 
<^  3  ' 
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finuations.  Thongli  you  dcfpifc  riddles,  I  am  ftrong* 
ly  tempted  to  feud  a  parcel  to  Ik.-  printed  by  theni- 
A.lvcs,aiid  make  a  uincpcnny  jobbfor  tl»c  bookfcller. 
There  arc  I'omc  of  my  own,  wherein  I  exceed  man- 
kind, Mira  poemata  !  the  moll  i'olcmn  that  were  ever 
/"ten;  and  fome  writ  by  others,  admirable  iiideed^ 
but  far  inferior  to  mine;  but  I  will  not  praifc  mylelf. 
\ou  approve  that  writer  wjjo  I.iughs  and  makes 
others  laugh  ;  but  why  lltould  I  who  hate  the  world, 
or  you  who  do  not  love  it,  make  it  fo  i»appy ;  there- 
fore I  rtfolvc  from  hcncefortli  to  handle  only  feriou» 
lubjecls,  mft  quid  lu,  doHe  Trebati,  d.lf(otis. 

Yours,  &C. 

LETT    K    R       XXIL 

March  8.  17:6,-7. 
"jt/TR  Stopforh  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter, 
"^  for  whofc  actjiiaintancc  I  am, anninj; many  other 
favours,  obliged  to  you  :  and  I  think  the  acijuain- 
tancc  of  lb  valuable,  ingenious,  and  unalTccicd  a 
man,  to  be  none  of  the  Icafl  obligations. 

Our  MiiiitUany  is  now  quite  printed.  I  am  pro- 
digioully  pUal'ed  with  this  joiut'volumc,  in  wlifch, 
methinks,  we  look  like  friends,  lide  by  fide,  fcrious 
r.nd  merry  by  turns,  convening  interchaajcably,  and 
walking  down  hand  in  hand  to  pofttrity  :  not  in  the 
AitF  forms  of  learned  authors,  llattcring  each  other, 
S'.od  letting  the  reft  of  mankind  at  nought;  but  in 
a  free,  unimportant,  natural,  caty  manner ;  diverting 
others  juft  as  we  divtrted  ourfdvcs.  The'lhird  vo- 
lume conlifts  of  verfes  but  I  would  chnfc  to  print 
none  but  I'uch  as  have  lomc  peculiarity,  and  may  be 
diftiiiguilbcd  f.>r  ours,  Ironi  oilier  writers.  'I'herc's 
liu  end  of  makia.;  books,  Solomon  faid,  and  al>ove 
^1,  of  mjLii'g !  li  cilhinics,  which  ail  lucu  cau  makci 
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for  unlefs  there  be  a  character  in  every  piece,  like 
tJie  mark  of  the  eledl,  I  iTiould  not  care  to  be  one  of 
the  twelve  thouiand  figned. 

You  receiv'd,  1  hope,  fome  commendatory  verfes . 
from  a  Horle  and  a  Lilliputian,  to  Gulliver;  and  an 
heroic  epifbie  of  Mrs  Gulliver.  The  bookleller  would 
fain  have  printed  *em  before  the  fecond  edition  of 
tlie  book,  but  I  would  not  permit  it  without  your 
approbation  ;  nor  do  I  much  like  them.  You  lee 
how  much  like  a  poet  1  write,  and  yet  if  you  were 
with  us,  you'd  be  deep  in  politics.  People  are  very, 
warm,  and  very  angry,  very  little  to  the  purpole, 
but  tlierefore  the  more  warm  and  the  more  angiy  ; 
A'»«  mfirum  eft,  tantai  compojiere  tiles.  I  flay  at  Twit- 
nam,  without  fo  much  as  reading  newfpapers,  votes, 
or  any  other  paltry  pamphlets  :  Mr  Stopford  will 
carry  you  a  whole  parcel  of  tliem,  which  are  lent  for 
your  diverhon,  but  not  imitation,  for  my  own  part, 
methinks  I  am  at  Glubdubdrib,  with  none  but  an- 
cients and  Ipirlts  about  me. 

J  am  rather  better  than  I  uie  to  be  at  this  feafan, 
but  my  hand  (though,  as  you  fee,  it  has  not  loft 
its  cunning)  is  frequently  in  very  aukward  fenfa- 
tions,  rather"  than  pain.  But  to  convince  you  it  is 
I>rettywell,  it  has  done  fome  mllchief  already,  and 
jufl  been  ftrong  enough  to  cut  the  other  hand,  while 
it  was  aiming  to  prune  a  fruit-tree. 

Lady  Bolingbroke  h;vs  writ  you  a  long,  lively  let- 
ter, which  will  attend  this  ;  fnt  has  very  bad  health, 
Jie  very  good.  I>ord  Peterborow  has  writ  twice  to 
you ;  we  fancy  fome  letters  have  been  intercepted, 
cr  loft  by  accident.  About  ten  thoufand  things  I 
want  to  tell  you  ;  1  wilh  you  were  as  impatient  to 
hear  them,  for  if  fo,  you  would,  you  muft  come 
tarly  this  i'prir.g.     Adieu.    Let  me  have  a  line  Iroip 
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you.  I  am  vexed  at  lolin^Mr  Stopford  as  foon  at 
I  knew  hint;  but  1  tliankGud  1  liuvc  known  him  no 
longer.  If  cvtry  man  one  bcgink  to  value  muft  fettle 
in  Ireland,  pi.iy  make  mc  know  no  aiorc  of  'cm* 
and  I  forgive  you  tiii*  one. 

LETTER      XXIII. 

Oc\.  J,  17:7. 
TT  is  a  pcifet'l  trouble  tome  to  write  to  yon,  and 
your  kind  letter  left  for  me  at  Mr  Gay's  affected 
me  fo  mucii,  tliat  it  made  me  lik<  a  girl,  I  can't 
tell  what  to  fay  to  you;  I  only  ftcl  that  I  wilTi  you 
■well  in  every  circumllancc  of  lilo;  that  'tis  almoft  as 
good  to  be  hated  »»  to  be  loved,  confidcringthc  pain 
it  is  tomiuds  of  any  tender  turn,  to  lindtlwrnfilvcs 
fo  utterly  impotent  to  do  any  good,  or  give  any 
cafe  to  thofc  who  dcfcrvc  moft  from  us.  I  wuuld 
Tery  fain  know  as  foon  a*  you  recover  your 
complaints,  or  any  part  of  them.  Would  to  God  I 
could  eafe  any  of  them,  or  Iwd  been  able  even  to 
have  alleviated  any !  1  found  I  was  not,  and  truly 
it  grieved  mc.  I  was  forry  to  find  rou  could  thii:lc 
yourftlfcafier  in  any  houle  than  in  mine,  tho'  attlic 
£tme  time  1  can  allow  for  a  tcndcrnefs  in  your  way 
of  thinking,  even  when  it  icenitd  to  want  that  ttn- 
derncfs.  1  tan't  explain  my  meaning,  perhaps  you 
know  it  :  but  the  bift  way  of  convincing  you  of  my 
indulgence,  wili  Ik-,  if  I  live,  to  vifit  you  ta  Ireland, 
and  acl  tlierc  at  much  in  my  own  way  as  you  did 
here  in  yours.  I  will  mU  have  your  roof  if  I  am 
ill.  I'o  your  had  health  I  fear  there  xvas  added 
fome  difagrecable  news  from  Ireland,  which  mi^ht 
<K-calion  your  (o  fu.ldcn  departure  :  for  the  lad  time 
1  faw  you,  you  allured  mc  you  would  net  leave  ji» 
tlii*  w.'tjlc  uiaur,  uulci's  your  hca!:b  grew  bctcc^ 
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and'  I  dont't  find  it  did  fo.  I  never  complied  fo  un« 
willingly  in  my  life  with  any  friend  as  with  you,  ia 
ftaying  fo  entirely  from  you  :  nor  could  I  have  had 
the  conftancy  to  do  it,  if  you  had  not  promifed  that 
before  you  went  we  fliouldmcet,  and  you  would  fend 
to  us  all  to  come.  1  have  given  you  remembrances 
to  thofe  you  mention  in  yours :  we  are  quite  forry 
for  you,  I  mean  for  ourfelves.  I  hope,  as  you  do, 
that  v^e  (liall  meet  in  the  more  durable  and  more  fa- 
tisfacftory  ftate;  but  the  lefs  fure  I  am  of  that,  tha 
more  1  will  indulge  it  in  this.  We  arc  to  believe, 
■we  {hall  have  fomething  better  than  even  a  friend 
there,  but  certainly  here  we  have  nothing  ia  good'. 
Adieu  for  this  time  ;  may  you  find  every  friend  you 
go  to  as  pleafed  and  happy,  as  every  friend  yon 
■H'Ciit  from  is  forry  and  aoublcd. 

Yours,  <S:c. 

LETTER      XXIV. 
From    Dr    Swift. 

Dublin,  Oct.  12,  1727. 
T  H  A  V  E  been  long  reafoning  with  myfelf  upon- 
the  condition  I  am  in,  and  iu  conclufion  I  have 
thought  it  bell  to  return  to  what  fortune  hath  made 
my  home  ;  1  have  there  a  large  houfe,  and  fervants 
and  convenicncies  about  me.  I  may  be  worfe  than. 
1  am,  and  I  have  no  where  to  retire.  I  therefore 
thought  it  beft  to  return  to  Ireland,  rather  than  go 
to  any  diftant  place  in  England.  Here  is  my  main- 
tenance, and  here  my  convenience.  If  it  pleafta 
God  to  reftore  me  to  my  health,  I  (hall  readily 
make  a  third  journey  ;  if  not,  we  muft  part  as  alt 
human  creatures  have  parted.  You  are  the  beft  and 
kindtft  friend  in  the  world,  and  I  know  no  body 
alive  or  dead  to  whom  i  am  fo  much  obliged ;  and  d. 
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ever  you  made  mc  angry,  it  was  for  your  too  much 
cnrc  ^bout  mc.  I  have  oftcu  wiflicd  that  Goil  Al- 
mighty would  be  fo  cafy  to  the  wealtuds  of  niau- 
kiiid,  as  to  let  old  friends  he  acquainted  in  another 
ft.itc  ;  and  if  I  were,  to  write  an  Utopia  fur  heaven, 
that  would  be  one  of  my  Iclicmcj.  'J'his  wilducls 
you  mud  allow  fur,  bccaufc  I  am  giddy  and  deaf. 

I  find  it  more  convenient  to  be  lick  here,  without 
tlie  vexation  of  maJuDg  my  friends  uneafy,  yet  my 
glddiucr&  alone  would  nut  have  done,  if  that  unfu- 
ciablc  comfottlci's  dcafncl's  had  not  quite  tired  mc: 
and  I  believe  1  Ciould  have  returned  from  the  inn, 
if  1  had  not  feared  it  was  only  a  fliort  inlcmiiilion, 
and  the  year  was  late,  and  my  hccnce  expiring. 
t)urtly  btfidcs  all  othtr  faults,  1  ihould  be  a  very'  'U 
jud^e,  to  doubt  your  fricndlliip  and  Linducfs  :  but 
it  liath  pleafcd  God  that  you  arc  not  in  a  flatc  of 
health  to  be  mortified  with  the  care  and  ficluicl's  of 
a  friend.  Two  (ick  friends  never  did  well  together ; 
I'uch  an  office  is  fitter  for  fcrvauts  and  humble  com- 
{Kinions,  to  whom  it  i^  wJiolly  inditForent  whether 
wc  give  them  trouble  or  co.  The  cafe  would  be 
quite  othcrwile  if  you  were  with  mc;  you  could  rc- 
fufc  to  lie  any  body,  and  here  is  a  Liigc  lioufc, 
where  wc  need  not  hear  c;ich  other  if  wc  were  l)oth 
lick.  1  liave  a  race  of  orderly  elderly  people  of  both 
i-.'XCi  at  command,  who  are  of  no  cuufequence,  and 
have  gifts  proper  for  attending  us,  who  can  bawl 
when  1  u:n  deaf,  and  tread  loftly  when  1  am  ouly 
giddy  and  would  lltip. 

I  had  another  rcalbn  for  my  liaflc  iiithcr,  wliich 
was  changing  ny  agent,  the  old  one  having  terribly 
involved  niy  litiie  airairs :  to  which  however  I  am 
giown  fo  iiidarcrent,  that  I  believe  I  fliall  lofc  two 
Vi  (litcc  huiulxvd  ^Kfuuds  x»thcr  thap  pl.i£uc  myl'clf 


FROM    D  R    S  W  I  F  T,    <drf.  8  j 

^ith  accounts ;   fo  that  I  am  very  well  qualified  to 
be  a  lord,  and  put  into  Peter  Walter's  hands. 

Pray  God  continue  and  increafe  Mr  Congreve's 
amendment,  though  he  does  not  deferve  it  like  you, 
having  been  too  lavifli  of  that  health  which  Nature 
gave  him. 

I  hope  mv  Whitehall-landlord  is  nearer  to  a  place 
than  when  I  left  him;  as  the  Preacher  faid,  "  the 
"  day  of  judgment  was  nearer  than  ever  it  had 
"  been  before." 

Pray  God  fend  you  health,  det  falutem,  ('d  opes; 
animjm  iquam  tibi  ipfe  parahh.  You  fee  Horace  wifli- 
■ed  for  money,  as  well  as  health;  and  I  would  hold 
a  cro\^-n  he  kept  a  coach ;  and  I  iliall  nevei"  be  a 
friend  to  the  Court  till  you  do  fb  too. 

Yours,  &c. 

LETTER       XXV. 
From  Dr  S  w  i  f  t. 

oa.  30,  17 :^ 

rr^  H  E  firft  letter  1  writ  after  my  landing  was  to 
Mr  Gay  ;  but  it  would  have  been  wiitr  to  di- 
rect it  to  Tonfon  or  Lintot,  to  whom  I  believe  his 
lodgings  are  better  kno'vn  than  4o  the  runners  of  the 
pofl-olUce.  In  that  letter  you  wMll  find  what  a  quick 
change  I  made  in  feven  days  from  l,ondon  to  the 
Deanry,  thro'  many  nations  and  languages  unknowa 
to  the  civilized  world.  And  I  have  often  refected 
in  how  few  hours,  with  a  fwift  hcrfe  or  a  flrong 
gale,  a  man  may  come  among  a  people  as  unknown 
to  him  as  the  Antipodes.  ]f  I  did  not  know  you 
more  by  your  converfation  and  kindnefs,  than  by 
your  letter,  1  iT)ight  be  bafe  enough  to  fufpect,  that 
in  point  of  friendlbip  you  a-ilcd  like  fome  philofo- 
{ihcrs  why  writ  much  better  upon  Virtue  than  they 
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praclircd  it.  In  anfwer,  I  can  only  fwcar  tliat  yotl 
have  taught  mc  to  dream,  which  1  had  not  done  ii» 
twelve  years,  further  than  by  inexprdViMe  nonfenfti ; 
but  now  I  can  every  night  diftinvfkly  (ec  Twicken- 
ham, and  the  Grotto,  and  Dawley,  and  many  other 
tt  c/tterai,  and  it  is  but  three  nights  fiiicc  I  beat 
Mrs  Pope.  1  muft  needs  confcfs.  that  the  picafurc 
1  take  in  thinking  of  you  is  very  mucij  Icflened  hj 
the  pain  I  am  in  about  your  health.  You  pay  dearly 
for  the  great  talents  God  hath  given  you  ;  and  for 
tlie  confcqucnces  of  them  in  the  eftctm  and  difbnc- 
tion  you  receive  from  mankind,  unlcf;  you  can  pro- 
vide a  tolerable  (lock  of  health;  in  which  purluit 
1  cannot  much  commend  your  condu<ft,  but  rathfj 
intreat  you  would  mend  it  by  following  the  advice 
of  my  Lord  Bcllngbroke  and  your  other  phyficians. 
When  you  talked  to  mc  of  cups  and  impreUions,  it 
came  into  my  head  to  imitate  you  in  quoting  fcrip- 
turc,  not  to  our  advantage;  1  mean  what  was  faid 
to  David  by  one  of  his  brothers  :  /  iiietv  thy  priifc 
find  the  naughtinefs  of  tkj  kcart.  I  remember  when 
it  j;rieved  youc  Toul  to  fee  mc  pay  a  peony  more 
than  my  club  at  an  inn,  when  you  had  maintained 
ifie  three  months  at  bed  and  board;  for  which  if  I 
h:id  dealt  with  you  in  the  .Smithticld  way,  it  would 
l-.avc  cf)ft  nie  a  hundrctl  pounds,  for  I  iivc  worl'c 
hire  upon  more.  Did  you  ever  conllder  that  I  am 
for  life  ahnofl  twice  as  rich  as  you,  and  pay  no  rent, 
and  drink  Trench  wine  twice  as  cheap  as  you  do 
Fort,  and  have  neither  coach,  chair,  nor  mcther  ? 
As  to  the  world,  I  think  you  ought  to  fay  to  it  with 
.'?i  Paul,  If  vf  I'ji'e  frvn  unto  you  JYintiinl  things,  it  it 
c  <^reat  ibiu^  if  v:t  fl'jll  rtnf  ycur  cirrttil  things*  This  is 
more  proper  flill,  if  you  confidcr  the  French  word  fpi- 
Til:ijl,  in  whicli  fcnfc  the  world  c>ught  to  pay  you 
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better  than  they  do.  If  you  made  me  a  prcfcnt  of 
a  thoufand  pounds,  I  would  not  allow  myfclf  to  be 
in  your  debt ;  aad  if  I  made  you  a  prefent  of  two,  I 
would  not  allow  myfelf  to  be  out  of  it.  But  1  have 
not  half  your  pride  :  witnefs  what  Mr  Gay  fays  in 
his  letter,  that  I  was  cenlured  for  begging  prefcnts, 
though  I  limited  them  to  ten  fliillings.  1  fee  no  rea- 
fon  (at  leafl  my  fiiendfliip  and  vanity  fee  none) 
why  you  lliould  not  give  me  a  vifit,  when  you  flial! 
happen  to  be  difengaged  :  I  will  fend  a  perfon  to 
Chefter  to  take  care  of  you,  and  you  lliall  be  ufed, 
by  the  heft  folks  we  have  here,  as  well  as  civility 
and  good-nature  can  contrive  :  I  believe  local  motion 
will  be  no  ill  phyfic,  and  I  will  have  your  coming  in- 
fcribed  on  my  tomb,  and  recorded  in  never-dying 
vcrfe. 

I  thank  Mrs  Pope  for  her  prayers,  but  I  know  the 
myftery.  A  perfon  of  my  acquaintance,  v.-ho  ufed 
to  correfpond  with  the  laft  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany^ 
fnewing  one  of  the  Duke's  letters  to  a  friend,  and 
profelhng  great  fcnfe  of  his  Highnefs's  friendfliip, 
read  this  palTage  out  of  the  letters,  /  -would  give  one 
of  my  fir.geri  to  procure  your  real  good.  The  perfon  to 
whom  this  was  read,  and  who  knew  the  Duke  well, 
faid,  the  meaning  of  real  good  was  only  that  the  other 
might  turn  a  good  Catholic.  Pray  alk  Mrs  Pope 
whether  this  flory  is  applicable  to  her  and  me .'  I 
pray  God  blefs  her,  for  1  am  fure  (lie  is  a  good  Chri- 
ftian,  and  (which  is  almoft  as  rare)  a  good  woman. 

Adieu. 
LETTER      XXVI. 

Mr  Gay  to  Dr  Swift. 

Oft.  2.1,    tjij. 

rr^HE  Queen's  family  is  at  laft  fettled,  and  in  the 
•■■    lift   1  was  appointed  Gentleman-uflier  to  the 
Vol.  VIII.  H 
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Princcfs  LouiHi,  the  youngcft  Princcfs ;  which,  upflrt 
account  that  I  am  io  far  advanced  in  lite,  1  have  de- 
clined accepting;  and  have  endeavoured,  in  the  bell 
manner  I  could,  to  make  mv  cxculcs  by  a  letter  to 
her  M;ijcfly.  So  now  all  my  czpecbitious  arc  va- 
nilhed ;  and  I  have  no  prol'iJctl,  but  in  depending 
wholly  upon  myfelf,  and  my  own  condu<fl  As  I 
am  ufed  to  difappointmcnts,  I  can  bear  thera;  but 
as  I  can  have  no  more  hopes,  I  can  no  more  be  dil- 
appointcd,  Jo  that  I  am  in  a  blelVed  condiciun. — You 
vemcmbcr  you  were  adviling  mc  to  go  into  Newgate 
to  finilli  my  femes  the  more  corrcvSkly — 1  now  tliinlc 
I  Hiall,  for  I  have  no  attendance  to  liindcr  me;  but 
my  Opera  is  already  finifli'd.  I  leave  the  reft  of  thi« 
paper  to  Mr  Pope. 

Gay  is  a  freeman,  and  I  writ  him  a  long  congra-' 
tulatory  letter  upon  it:  do  you  the  fame;  it  will 
mend  him,  and  make  himn  better  man  titan  a  court 
could  do.  Horace  might  keep  his  coach  in  Au- 
guftus's  time,  if  he  pleaftd  ;  but  !  won't  in  the  time 
of  our  AuguHus.  My  poem,  (which  it  grieves  mc 
that  I  dare  not  fend  you  a  copy  of,  for  fear  of  the 
Curlls  and  Dennifcs  of  Ireland,  and  Hill  more  for 
fear  of  the  worft  of  traitors,  our  friends  and  ad- 
mirers), my  poem,  I  fay,  will  fliew  what  a  diRin- 
giiifliing  age  we  lived  in  :  your  name  is  in  it,  with 
Ibmc  others,  under  a  mark  of  fuch  ignominy  as  yon 
will  not  much  grieve  to  wear  in  that  company.  A- 
dieu,  and  Ciod  bltfs  you,  and  give  you  health  and 
fpirits, 

Whether  thou  chufe  Cervantes'  fcrious  air, 
,    Or  laugh  and  ihake  iu  Rab'Liis'  caJy  chair, 
Or  in  the  graver  gown  inftrucl  mankind, 
O.-,  filcnt,  let  tliy  mora!  •  te'.l  thy  mind. 
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Thefe  two  verfcs  are  over  and  above  what  I've  faid 
of  you  in  the  poem.     Adieu. 

LETTER      XXVII. 
Dr   Swift    to   Mr   Gav. 

IJubliii,  Nov.  23,  1727, 
T  ENTIRELY  approve  your  refufal  of  that  em- 
ployment,  and  your  writing  to  the  Queen.  I 
am  perfecflly  confident  you  have  a  keen  enemy  in 
the  minifhy.  God  forgive  him,  but  not  till  he  puts 
himfelf  in  a  (late  to  be  forgiven.  Upon  reafoning 
with  myfelf,  I  lliould  hope  they  are  gone  too  far  to 
difcard  you  quite,  and  that  they  will  give  you  Ibme- 
thing;  which,  although  much  lefs  than  they  ought, 
will  be  (as  far  as  it  is  worth)  better  circumftan- 
tiated  :  and  fince  you  already  juft  live,  a  middling 
help  will  make  you  jufl;  tolerable.  Your  latenefs  in 
life  (as  you  fo  foon  call  it)  might  be  improper  to 
begin  the  world  with,  but  almofl  the  elded  men  may 
hope  to  fee  changes  in  a  court.  A  minifler  is  al- 
ways feventy :  you  are  thirty  years  younger ;  and 
confider,  Cromwell  himfelf  did  not  begin  to  appear 
till  he  was  older  than  you.  I  beg  you  will  be 
thrifty,  and  learn  to  value  a  fliilling,  v/hlch  Dr  Birch 
faid  was  a  ferious  thing.  Get  a  ftronger  fence  about 
your  loocl.  and  throw  the  inner  fence  into  the  heap, 
and  be  advlfed  by  your  Twickeniiam  landlord  and 
me  about  an  annuity.  You  are  the  moft  refra(5lory, 
honeft,  good-natured  man  I  ever  have  known;  I 
could  argue  out  this  paper.  —  lam  very  glad  your 
Opera  is  finiflied,  and  hope  your  friends  will  join 
the  readier  to  make  it  fuccecd,  becaufe  you  are  ill 
ufed  by  others. 

I  have  known  courts  thefe  thirty-fix  years,   and 
know  they  differ ;   but  in  fome  things  they  arc  ex- 
JI  » 
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trcmcly  conAant :  Firft,  in  the  trite  old  maxim  of  a 
ininittcr's  never  forgiving  thofc  he  hath  injured  : 
Secondly,  in  tlic  inOnccrity  of  thofc  who  would  be 
thought  the  bcft  friends :  'Ihirdly,  in  the  love  of 
fawning,  cringing,  and  talc-bearing :  Fourthly,  in 
facrilicing  thole  whom  we  really  wifii  well,  to  a 
point  of  intcrcft,  or  intrigue  :  Fifthly,  in  keeping 
every  thing  worth  taking,  for  thofc  who  can  do  fcr- 
Ticc  or  dif-fcrvicc. 

Now,  why  docs  not  Pope  publifli  lii;  Dulnefs  ?  the 
rogues  he  marks  will  die  of  thcmfclvcs  in  peace,  and 
(o  will  his  friends,  and  fo  there  will  be  neither  pu- 
niOiment  nor  reward.  —  Pray  inquire  how  my  Lord 
St  John  does  ?  thert's  no  man's  health  in  Lngland 
I  am  more  concerned  about  thftn  his. —  I  wonder 
•whether  you  begin  to  taftc  the  plcafurc  of  indepen- 
dency? or  whether  you  do  not  fomctinics  leer  upon 
the  court,  cculo  rctorto?  Will  you  not  think  of  an 
annuity,  when  you  are  two  years  «)lder,  and  have 
doubled  your  puicliafc-nioncy  ?  Have  you  dedicated 
your  Opera,  and  got  the  ufual  dedic:itii>n-rce  of 
twenty  guineas?  How  is  the  Do<flor  ?  does  he  not 
chide  that  you  never  called  upon  him  for  hints  ?  Is 
my  Lord  Boiingbroke,  at  the  moment  1  am  writing, 
a  planter,  a  philnfophcr,  or  a  writer  ?  Is  Mr  Pultncy 
in  cxpckflatiou  of  a  fon,  or  my  Lord  Oxford  of  a  new 
«ld  manufcript  ? 

1  bought  your  Opera  to-day  for  fii-pencc,  a  curfed 
print.  I  Had  there  is  neither  dedication  nor  preface, 
both  which  wants  I  approve;  it  is  in  ihc  j^raud gtut. 
We  are  as  full  of  it  pro  moJuh  ncfiro  as  Loodou 
can  be;  continually  acling,  and  houfes  crammed, 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  fevcral  times  there  laugli- 
iug  his  heart  out.  I  did  not  undtrfland  that  ti.c 
fviiie  of  Luckic  and  Pcachum's  quarrel  was  an  iiri> 


FROM    D  R    SWIFT,    ire.  89 

tation  of  one  between  Brutus  and  Caflius,  till  I  was 
told  it.  I  wifli  Macheath,  when  he  was  going  to  be 
hanged,  had  imitated  Alexander  the  Great  when  he 
was  dying  :  I  would  have  had  his  fellow-rogues  de- 
fire  his  commands  about  a  fuccefibr,  and  he  to  an- 
fwer,  "  Let  it  be  the  mofl  worthy,"  'he.  We  hear 
a  million  of  flories  about  the  Opera,  of  the  applaufe 
at  the  fong.  That  was  levell'd  at  me,  when  two  great 
minifters  were  in  a  box  together,  and  all  the  world 
flaring  at  them.  I  am  heartily  glad  your  Opera  hath 
mended  your  purfe,  though  perhaps  it  may  I'poil 
your  court. 

Will  you  defire  my  I-ord  Bolingbroke,  Mr  Pultney, 
and  Mr  Pope,'  to  command  you  to  buy  an  annuity 
with  two  thoufand  pound;  ?  that  you  may  laugh  at 
Courts,  and  bid  niinifters 

Ever  preferve  fome  fpice  of  the  Alderman,  and 
prepare  againfl:  age,  and  dulnefs,  and  ficknefs,  and 
coldnefs,  or  death  of  friends.  A  v.'hore  has  a  refource 
left,  that  Ihe  can  turn  bawd  ;  but  an  old  decay'd 
poet  is  a  creature  abandoned,  and  at  mercy,  when 
he  can  find  none.  Get  me  likcwile  Polly's  Meflb- 
tintc.  Lord,  how  the  fchool-boys  at  Weft:minfi:er, 
and  Uniyerfity-lads  adore  you  at  this  juncture! 
Have  you  made  as  many  men  lau gli,  as  miniiteis 
can  make  weep  ] 

I   will  excufe  Sir the   trouble  of  a    letter. 

When  ambaiTadors  came  from  Troy  to  condole  with 
Tiberius  upon  the  deat'a  of  his  nephew,  after  two 
years,  the  Emperor  anfwered,  that  he  likewife  con- 
dyied  with  them  for  the  untimely  death  of  HesSlor. 
1  always  loved  and  refpeSed  him  very  much,  and 
do  ftill  as  much  as  ever  5  and  it  is  a  return  fulFicicnt, 
if  he  pleafcs  to  accept  the  offers  of  my  molt  hunbli^ 
fcrvice. 

H   3 
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The  Bcppar's  Opera  hath  knock'd  cIowti  Gulliver; 
)  hope  to  Ice  l\)pc's  Duliitis  knock  down  the  Beg- 
gar's Opera,  but  not  till  it  hath  fully  done  its  jobb. 

To  cxpofc  vice,  and  make  people  laugh  with  ii»- 
noccnce,  doc^  more  public  fcrvice  than  all  tiic  mi- 
nifters  of  ftatc  fron\  Adam  to  \Vali>olc,  and  fo 
adieu. 

LETTER       XXVni. 

Lord  B  o  1. 1  N  G  B  R  o  K  E  to  Dr  Swift. 

"pOFE  charges  himfelf  with  tliis  letter;  he  has 
been  here  two  days,  he  is  now  hurrying  to  Lon- 
don, he  will  hurry  back  to  Twickenham  in  two  days 
more,  and  before  the  end  of  the  week  be  will  Ik,  for 
ought  I  know,  at  Dublin.  In  the  mean  time  hii 
Duiiiefs  '  grows  and  llourillies  as  if  be  was  there  al- 
ready. It  will  indeed  be  a  noble  work  :  the  many 
^'ilI  rtarc  at  it,  the  few  will  linile,  atidall  bis  patrons 
from  BickerftalTto  Gulliver  will  rejoice,  to  Ite  thcm.- 
lllve.<  adorned  in  that  immortal  piece. 

I  hear  that  you  have  bad  fomc  return  of  ynur  i!l- 
Tici'i  which  carried  you  fo  fuddculy  from  us  (if  Indeed 
it  was  your  own  illuefs  which  made  you  in  fuch  haftc 
to  Ik-  at  Dublin.)  Dear  Swift,  take  care  of  your 
b.-alth;  I'll  give  you  a  receipt  for  it,  J  L  Mcntagnf, 
or  which  is  better,  d  la  Rruycrt.  "  Nouriflcr  bien 
"  vdtre  corps ;  ue  Ic  fatiguer  jamais  :  laitTer  roiii'ler 
"  IMprit,  mcublc  iautil»  voire  outil  dang.ereux  : 
"  lailier  fonner  vos  cloches  Ic  matin  pour  cveillcr  les 
"  ehanoincs,  ct  pour  fairc  dormir  Ic  doyen  d'un 
"  tbmmeil  dou»  et  profond,  qui  luy  procure  dc 
""  beaux  fonges :  lever  vous  tard,  ct  allcr  A  rcg^Iife, 
"  pour  v«)u>  faire  paver  d'avoir  bicD  doi"ml  et  bleti 
"  dciupc."  A.s  to  my/elf  (a  pcrfoa  about  whom  I 
concern  myfclf  very  little)  1  mull  lay  a  word  ox  two 
*  I'Ik  Uuiia<td« 
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out  of  complaifance  to  you.  I  am  in  my  fanri,  and 
here  I  flioot  ftrong  and  tenacious  roots ;  1  have 
caught  hold  of  the  earth  (to  uie  a  gardener's  phrafe), 
and  neither  my  enemies  nor  my  friends  will  find  it 
an  eafy  matter  to  tranfplant  me  again.  Adieu.  Let 
me  hear  from  you,  at  leafl;  of  you  :  I  love  you  for  a 
thoufand  things,  for  none  more  than  for  the  jutt 
efteem  and  love  which  you  have  for  all  the  ions  of 
Adam. 

P.  S.  According  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc'^s  account  I 
fliall  be  at  Dublin  in  three  days.  I  cannot  help  ad- 
ding a  word,  to  defire  you  to  expedt  my  foul  there 
with  you  by  that  time  ;  but  as  for  the  jade  of  a  body 
rhat  is  tacked  to  it,  I  fear  there  will  be  no  dragging 
it  after.  I  affure  you  I  have  few  friends  here  toder 
tain  me,  and  no  powerful  one  at  Court  abfolutely  to 
forbid  my  journey.     I  am  told  the  Gynocracy  are  of 

iniun,  that  they  want  no  better  writers  than  Cib- 
berSyid  the  Britilb  journalift^  fo  that  we  m.iy  live  at 
quiet,  and  apply  ourfelves  to  our  more  abfhufe  flu- 
dies.  I'he  only  courtiers  I  know,  or  have  the  ho- 
nour to  call  my  friends,  are  John  Gay  and  Mr  13ow- 
IV ;  the  former  is  at  prefent  io  employed  isn  the  ele- 
vated airs  of  his  Opera,  and  the  latter  in  the  exalta- 
tion of  his  high  dignity  (that  of  her  Majefty's  Water- 
man) that  I  can  fcarce  obtain  a  categorical  anAver 
from  either  to  any  thing  1  fay  to  'em.  But  the  Opera 
fucceeds  extremely,  to  yours  and  my  extreme  fatif- 
fac^ion,  of  which  he  promifcs  this  puft  to  give  you  a 
full  account.  I  have  been  in  a  worfe  condition  of 
health  than  ever,  and  think  my  immortality  v*  very 
near  out  of  my  enjoyment :  fo  it  mufl  be  iu  you,  and 
in  pofterity,  to  make  me  what  amends  you  can  for 
dying  young.  Adieu.  While  I  am,  1  am  yours. 
Piay.lovt  mc,  and  take  care  of  ycurfcU. 


1^^     forbid 

^^>jniniui 

berSipi 


^A  L  E  T  T  E  R  S     T  U     A  N  t> 

LETTER       XXrx. 

Marc'i  25.  17:7. -3. 
T  SEND  you  a  very  odd  thing,  a  paper  printed  in 
Roflon  in  N'cw-Fnglaml,  wlu-rcin  j-ou'll  find  a 
rfal  peribn,  a  mcmlKT  of  their  parliament,  of  the 
name  of  Jonatlian  fluUivcr.  If  t'lc  fame  of  that 
traveller  has  travelled  thither,  it  lias  travelled  very 
nuick,  to  have  folks  rhriflencd  already  i)y  the  name 
vi  the  fuppofcd  author.  Hut  if  you  objccb,  that  no 
child  fo  lately  chriOcncd  could  be  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  to  be  clci!tcd  into  parliament,  I  reply  (to 
folvc  the  riddle)  that  the  perlou  is  an  A  nab  uplift,  and 
not  chiiftcned  till  full  age,  which  ("cts  all  right.  How- 
ever it  l-.c,  the  accident  is  very  lingular,  that  tJicfc 
X\vo  names  lliould  l>e  united. 

Mr  Gay's  Opera  Im?  been  a<fled  near  forty  days 
running,  and  will  certainly  continue  the  whole  lira- 
fon.  So  he  has  more  than  a  fence  about  hi.>!  tliou- 
fand  pound  :  he'll  foon  be  thinking  of  a  fence  abort 
itis  two  thouland.  Shall  no  one  of  us  live  as  wc 
^vould  villi  each  other  to  live?  Shall  he  have  no 
annuity,  you  no  fcttlcnient  on  this  fide,  and  1  no 
profpce't  of  getting  to  you  on  the  other  ?  This  worlil 
is  made  for  Cifar — as  C.ito  C»id,  for  ambitious,  faUc, 
f)t  flatttiing  peo]'lc  to  domineer  in  :  nay  they  would 
not,  by  iheir  good  will,  leave  us  our  very  IxHiks, 
thoughts,  ur  words,  in  quiet.  1  dclpife  the  world 
yet,  1  afl'i  re  you,  more  than  either  Ciay  or  you,  and 
the  court  more  than  ail  the  rcR  of  the  world.  As 
for  thiifc  fcri!>blcrs  for  whom  you  apprehend  1  would 
liipprcfs  my  Dulirft  (which  by  the  way,  lor  the  tu- 
rurc,  you  are  to  call  by  a  more  pompous  name,  The 
l^iitt(taa)  how  much  that  red  of  hornets  are  my  re- 
f;ard,  will  tjifily  appear  to  ycu  when  you  read  the 
treadle  ul  the  i>;ttlio». 
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At  all  adventures,  yours  and  my  name  fliall  ftand 
linked  as  friends  to  poftcrity,  both  in  verfe  and  profe, 
and  (as Tully  calls  it)  i/i  c^njuetudinejludiorum.  Would 
to  God  our  perfons  could  but  as  well,  and  as  furely 
be  inseparable  !  I  find  my  other  tyes  dropping  from 
me;  lomc  worn  off,  fome  torn  ofF,  others  relaxing 
daily  :  my  greateft,  both  by  duty,  gratitude  and  hu- 
manity, Time  is  fliaking  every  moment,  and  it  now 
hangs  but  by  a  thread!  I  am  many  years  the  older, 
for  living  lo  much  with  one  fo  old;  much  the  more 
helplefs,  for  having  been  io  long  helped  and  tended 
by  her ;  much  the  more  confiderate  and  tender,  for 
a  daily  commerce  with  one  who  required  me  juftly 
to  be  both  to  her ;  and  confequently  the  more  me- 
lancholy and  thoughtful;  and  the  lels  lit  for  others, 
who  want  only,  in  a  companion  or  a  friend,  to  be 
amufcd  or  entertained.  My  conftitution  too  has  had 
its  fliares  of  decay,  as  well  as  my  fpirits,  and  I  am. 
as  much  in  the  decline  at  forty  as  you  at  fixty.  I 
believe  we  fliall  be  fit  to  live  together,  could  1  get  a 
little  more  health,  which  might  make  me  not  quite 
infuppoitable  :  your  dtafncls  would  agree  with  my 
dulnefs  ;  you  would  not  want  me  to  fpeak  when  you 
could  not  hear.  But  God  forbid  you  lliould  be  as 
deftitute  of  the  fiDcial  comforts  of  life,  as  I  muft  when 
I  lofe  my  mother  ;  or  that  ever  you  fliould  lofe  your 
more  ufeful  acquaintance  fo  utterly,  as  to  turn  yout 
thoughts  to  fuch  a  broken  reed  as  I  am,  who  could 
fo  ill  fupply  your  wants.  I  am  extremely  troubled 
at  the  returns  of  your  deafnefs  ;  you  cannot  be  too 
particular  in  the  accounts  of  your  health  to  me : 
every  thing  you  do  or  fay  in  this  kind  obliges  me, 
nay,  delights  me,  to  fee  the  jiif lice  vou  do  me  in  think- 
ing me  Concerned  in  all  your  concerns  ;  fo  that  tho* 
the  pleafanicQ  thing  you  can  tell  me  be  that  you  are 
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better  or  cafier,  next  to  that  it  plcafes  mc  that  you 
make  me  the  pcrfon  you  would  complain  to. 

As  the  obtaining  the  love  of  valuable  men  is  the 
happitfl  end  I  know  of  this  life,  {o  the  next  felicity 
is  to  get  rid  of  fools  aud  fcoiindrcU  ;  which  I  can't 
l)ut  own  to  vou  was  one  part  of  my  defign  in  falling 
upon  thefc  authors,  whofc  incapacity  is  not  greater 
than  their  inlmcerity,  and  of  ^hom  I  have  always 
found  (if  I  m:jy  quote  myfclf ), 

That  cai'h  bad  author  is  as  bad  a  friend. 
This  poem  •will  rid  me  of  thoTe  infc<fb. : 

"  Ccditc,  Romani  fcripiores,  ceditc,  Orail  ; 
"    \efc'o  quid  niajiis  nafcittir  Iliade." 
I  mean  than  ny  Iliad',  and  1  call  it  rt/do  <jtid,  which 
is  a  degree  of  modilly  :    bur,  however,  if  it   fdcnce 
thcl'c   fellows  *    it  miift  be  fomcthing  greater  than 
any  Iliad  in  Chriltendora. 

Adiffu. 

LETTER      XXX. 

From  Dr  S  w  i  r  T. 

Dulili.T.  May  10,  !;.8. 
T  HAVE  with  great  pleafurc  Hicwn  the  Ncw-tng- 
land  newfpaper,  w'nh  the  two  nanies  Jonathan 
Gullivcx,  and  1  remcmlH-r  Mr  Fortefcue  ("cut  you  an 
account  from  the  afTizcs,  of  one  Lemuel  CJulliver 
who  had  a  cauic  there,  and  loft  it  on  his  ill  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  liar.  Thcfe  are  not  the  only  olifcr- 
rations  1  have  made  upon  odd  flrangc  accidents  in 
liillcs,  which  in  things  of  great  ioiportance  would 
liave  been  matter  for  hillorians.  Mr  CJay's  oper.i 
hath  been  afked  here  f.icnty  times,  and  my  Lord 
lieutenant  tells  me,  it  is  very  well  performed;  he 
l^ath  ktn  it  often,  and  approves  it  much. 
•  I(  did,  in  a  litdr  time,  etfcvtjaUy  ll^nce  lUcro* 
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You  give  a  moft  melancholy  account  of  yoiirfelf, 
and  which  I  do  not  approve.  I  reckon  that  a  man 
fubjecl  like  us  to  bodily  infirmities,  fliould  only  oc- 
cafionally  converle  with  great  people,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  their  good  qualities,  eafineircs,  and  kindneffes. 
There  is  another  race  which  I  prefer  before  them^ 
as  beef  and  mutton  for  conflant  diet  before  par- 
tridges :  I  mean  a  middle  kind  both  for  undcrftand- 
ing  and  fortune,  who  are  perfectly  eafy,  never  im- 
pertinent, complying  in  every  thing,  ready  to  do  a 
hundred  little  offices  that  you  and  Imay  often  want, 
who  dine  and  fit  with  me  live  times  for  once  that  I 
•  go  to  them,  and  whom  I  can  tell  without  offence, 
that  I  am  otherwife  engaged  at  prefent.  This  you 
cannot  expeft  from  any  of  thofe  that  either  you  or  I, 
Or  both,  are  acquainted  with  on  your  fide ;  who  are 
only  fit  for  our  healthy  feafons,  and  have  mucli  bu- 
fincfs  of  their  own.  God  forbid  I  ibould  condemn 
you  to  Ireland,  {quanquam  0  !),  and  for  England  I 
defpair;  and  indeed  a  change  of  affairs  would  coine 
too  late  at  my  feafon  of  life,  and  might  probably 
•produce  nothing  on  my  behalf.  You  have  kept  Mrs 
Pope  longer,  and  have  had  her  care  beyond  what 
from  nature  you  could  expevfl;  not  but  her  lofs  will 
be  very  fenfible,  whenever  it  fliall  happen,  ]  fay 
one  thing,  that  both  fummcrs  and  winters  arc  milder 
here  than  with  you;  all  things  for  life  in  general 
better  for  a  middling  fortune  :  you  will  have  an  ab- 
Iblutc  counnand  of  your  company,  with  whatever 
obicciuloufuefs  or  freedom  you  may  expect  or  allow. 
1  have  an  elderly  houlekceper,  who  hatli  been  my 
W'-ip-le  above  thirty  years,  whenever  1  liv'd  in  this 
kingdom.  1  have  tiic  csmmand  of  oue  or  two  villas 
near  this  town  :  you  have  a  warm  apartment  in  this 
home,  au  J  two  gardens  for  amuremcnt.     1  have  laid 
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enough,  yet  not  half.  Except  abftnce  from  friends, 
I  confcfs  freely  that  I  have  no  dilcontcnc  at  living 
hcre<  bcfidcs  what  arifes  from  a  lllly  Ipirit  of  liber- 
ty, which  as  it  neither  fours  my  drinlc,  nor  hurts  my 
meat,  nor  fpoils  my  flomach  farther  than  in  imagina-' 
tion,  fo  I  rcfolvc  not  to  tiirow  it  off. 

You  talk  of  this  Dunciad,  but  I  am  impatient  to 
bave  it  volar  e  per  or  a — there  is  now  a  vacancy  for 
Fame{  the  Beggar's  Opera  bath  done  its  ta/k,  &}'- 
adit  uti  convivajiilur. 

Adieu. 

L    t    t    T    E    k      XXXI. 

From  Dr  S  %v  i  f  t. 

Jbnf  »,  17:8. 
t  LOOK.  uf>on  my  Lord  Bolingbrokc  and  u»  two 
as  a  peculiar  triumvirate,  who  have  notliiiig  to 
expedt,  or  to  fear  ;  and  fo  far  fittefl  to  convcrfc  with 
one  another :  only  he  and  I  are  a  little  rubicct  to 
Ithemcs,  and  one  of  us  (I  »von't  fay  which)  upt>n 
tery  «-cak  appearances,  and  this  you  have  nothing 
to  do  with.  I  do  profcfs  without  afledtatiun,  that 
your  kind  opinion  of  mc  as  a  patriot  (lincc  you  call 
it  fo)  is  what  1  do  not  defervc;  becuufc  what  I  do  is 
uwing  to  perfufl  raj;c  and  refentnunt,  and  the  mor- 
tifying t'lglu  ut  llavery,  folly  and  bafenct's  alK>ut  mc, 
among  whiih  I'm  forc'd  to  live.  And  I  will  take 
my  oath,  that  you  have  more  virtue  in  an  hour,  than 
1  in  feven  years;  for  you  ilelpifc  the  follies,  and  hate 
ilie  vices  uf  mankind,  w-ichout  the  leafl  ill  ctle^ll  on 
your  tein|ter.  With  rcg.ird  to  piUticul.ir  nun,  >uu  arc 
inclined  always  rather  to  think  the  better,  whereas 
■with  me  it  is  always  dirc»flly  contrary.  1  hope,  how- 
ever, this  is  not  in  you  trom  a  Aiperior  principle  of 
virtue,  but  from  your  titualion,  wliich  hath  made  all 
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panics  and  interefli  indiffcvent  to  you,  who  can  bt 
Mnder  no  concern  about  H!<;li  and  l-ow-Ci'.uvci:, 
Whig  and  Tory,  or  who  is  firft  minifler. — Yonr  loiv" 
letter  was  the  laft  I  received  till  this  by  Dr  Dclany, 
although  you  mention  another  fince.  The  Di).T:iir 
told  me  your  fecret  about  the  Dunciad,  which  does 
not  pleafe  mc,  becaulc  it  defers  gratifying  my  vanitv 
in  the  moft  tender  point,  and  perhaps  may  wholly 
difappoint  it.  As  to  ore  of  your  enquiries,  t  am. 
'tafy  enough  in  great  matters,  and  liave  a  thouiand 
paltry  vexations  in  my  little  fcation  ;  and  the  movi- 
contemptible,  the  more  vexatious.  There  might  be* 
a  I.utrin  writ  upon  the  tricks  ufed  by  my  Chapter  tr> 
teize  me.  I  do  not  converfe  with  one  creature  of 
ilation  or  title  ;  but  1  have  a  fet  of  eafy  people  whom 
I  entertain  when  I  have  a  mind  ;  I  have  formerly  dc- 
fcribed  them  to  you ;  but  when  you  come,  you  ihaM 
tiave  the  honours  of  the  country  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  and  1  fliall  on  that  account  make  a  better 
figure  as  loag  as  I  li  ve»  Pray  God  preferve  Mrs  Po]>e 
for  your  fake  and  eafe ;  1  love  and  efleerft  her  too 
much  to  wiili  it  for  her  own:  if  I  were  five-and- 
twenty,  I  would  wifli  to  be  of  her  age,  to  be  as  fe- 
cure  as  (he  is  of  a  better  life.  Mrs  P.  B.  his  writ  td 
me,  and  is  one  of  the  beft  letter- writers  I  know;  ve- 
ry good  fenfb,  civility  and  friendlliip,  without  any 
fti/fuefs  or  conftraint.  'I'he  Dunciad  has  taken  wind 
here;  but  if  it  had  not,  you  arc  as  much  known 
here  as  in  England,  and  the  univerlity-lads  wil! 
crowd  to  kils  the  hem  of  your  garment.  1  am  griev'd 
to  liear  that  my  Lord  Boiingbroke's  ill  health  forc'd 
him  to  the  Bath.  Tell  mc,  is  not  Temperance  a  ne- 
cefTary  virtue  for  great  men  :  fince  it  is  the  parent  of 
liafe  and  1-iberty,  fo  necelTary  for  the  ufe  aud  im- 
provement of  the  ruind,  and  which  pUiiofophy  allows 
Vol.  YUI.  I 


I 


ti  LET  T  I.  R  S     TO     A  N  P 

ic>  be  tkc  pjcatcfl  felicities  of  life.  I  'uclicve,  Jiad 
IkmUIi  botii  given  To  libLMally  to  yoii,  it  wtjuUI  liave 
bkcii  bcitcr  ItuiUiUclcd,  without  fliaiiic  to  your  parts. 

L    E     r    T    E    R       XXX!I. 

Dawlcy,  June  jS.  17:8. 
NOW  hold  the  pen  for  my  Lord  Bolitigbrote, 
who  i*  reading;  your  letter  between  two  hav-cocks ; 
bat  his  aticntiui)  is  fomcwliat  .divrrtcti  by  caiting 
his  eyes  on  the  cloud.'^,  nut  in  adiuivarion  of  what 
you  lay,  but  for  ftar  of  ,a  Ihowir.  He  i.s  pieafcd 
with  your  placing  him  in  the  triumvir.itc,  l>ctwccu 
yourleU'  and  nic  -,  though  he  lays  that  he  donbt.s  le 
l]iall  fare  like  Lepidn.,  while  one  ot  us  r;ms  away 
with  all  the  power  like  Aui;uilus,  and  another  wiiU 
all  tiie  pleafures  like  Anthony.  It  is  upon  a  lore- 
fi^'iit  of  iliis  that  he  has  fitted  up  hi.s  fann,  and 
you  will  agree  that  this  fclierae  of  retteat  at  le:ilk  n 
r.ot  founded  upon  wc:ik  appcuances.  Lpon  hi«  re- 
turn from  the  Uath,  all  peccant  humours,  he  lind.'-, 
are  purg^'d  out  ui  him  ;  and  his  great  Icmpcranec 
and  atonomy  are  lo  li^nal,  that  tl»c  firrt  is  lit  for  my 
conlhtution,  and  the  latter  Mvuld  enable  you  to  lay 
up  lo  wuch  money  as  to  buy  a  bilhopric  in  England. 
As  to  the  return  of  his  health  and  vigour,  were  you 
here,  you  inj;;ht  inquire  of  hi;  hay-Inaktr^  ;  but  as 
to  his  tem|Krance,  1  can  :uiiwer  that  (lor  one  whole 
(lav)  we  have  had  nothing  for  dinner  but  niutton- 
broih,  bcaus  and  bacon,  and  a  barn-door  fowl. 

Now  his  Loidihip  is  run  after  his  cart,  I  have  a 
moment  left  to  niylelf  to  tcil  you,  that  i  overheard 
liim  yclterday  agree  with  a  ptt'^tcr  fur  aoo  I.  to  p;dm 
hit  country-tiall  with  trophies  of  rakes,  fpadcs, 
proL'gs,  vc.  «uid  oil.cr  occumcuts,  luci.-ly  to  cui.  .- 
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tenance  his  calling  this  place  a  farm. — Now  turn 
over  a  new  leaf — 

He  bids  me  alTure  you,  he  fliould  be  forvy  net  to 
luive  more  fchcmes  of  kindnefs  for  his  friends,  than 
of  ambition  for  himfelf :  there,  though  his  fchemes 
may  he  weak,  the  motives  at  leaH  are  ftrong;  and 
he  fays  further,  if  ycu  could  bear  as  great  a  fail 
and  decreafc  of  your  revenues,  as  he  knows  by  ex- 
pcriei}cthccan,you  would  not  live  in  Ireland  an  hour. 

The  Dunciad  is  going  to  be  printed  in  alJ  pomp, 
with  tlie  infcrijjiion,  which  makes  me  proudcfl.  Jt 
will  be  attended  with  Prceme,  Prolegomena,  TejHmon.ia 
Scr.ptoriiin,  Index  Authorum,  and  notes  Variorum.  As 
to  the  latter,  I  dcfire  you  to  read  over  the  test,  and 
make  a  few  in  any  way  you  like  beft  *,  whether  dry 
raillery,  upon  the  flylc  and  way  of  commenting  of 
trivial  critics  ;■  cr  humorous,  u^jon- the  authors  iil 
the  poera ;  or  hiftorical,  of  perlbns,  of  places,  times  ;- 
or  explanatory ;  or  collecting  the  parallel  palfages  of 
the  Ancients.  Adieu.  I  am  pretty  well,  my  mo- 
ther not  ill,  Dr  Arbuthnot  vexed  with  his  fever  by 
intervals ;  1  am  afraid  he  declines,  and  we  ih.all  lofe 
a  worthy  man  :  1  am  troubled  about  him  very  much. 

am,  &CC. 

LETTER       XXXIir. 

From    Dr    S  w  i  f  t. 

July  r6,    17.8. 
T   HAVE  often  run    over  the  Dime  uul   in  an  IriiTi 
ccilion  (i  fuppofc  full  of  faults)  which  a  gentle- 
man fcnt  me.     The  notes  I   could   wiili   to  be  very 
large,  in  what  relates  to  the  perfons  concerned;  for 
I  have  long  obferved,  that  twenty  miles   from   Lon- 
don no  body  undcrftands   hints,  initial  letters,  or 
•  Dr  Swift  (lid  fo. 
1  1 
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»owi)-ra«5b  and  pafTages  ;  and  ia  a  icw  years  &ot 
«vvii  iIikTc  wild  live  in  London.  I  would  have  die 
naoifi  of  thofc  fcribblers  printed  indexic.illy  at  tl.c 
bcpinning  er  end  of  the  poem,  witli  an  account  of 
ttt.it  ivories,  for  the  reader  to  refer  to.  I  would 
}\SL\c  all  the  parodies  (as  they  arc  called)  referred 
to  the  aatlior  thxy  imitate. — Wiica  1  began  this  ionj 
paper,  I  thought  I  ihould  have  filled  it  with  fctting 
down  the  leveral  pairages  I  had  niatkcd  in  the  idi- 
:ioo  J  liad;  i'uc  I  find  it  uancctiTjiry,  Co  many  of 
ihcpi  lulling  under  tbc  fame  rule.  After  nvmry 
times  rcadinj;  tiic  whole,  I  nercr  in  tnv  opitiioii  Caw 
lb  much  good  latirc,  or  mint;  ;;ood  firnfe,  in  fo  many 
^iiit-».  How  it  pafles  in  Dublin  I  krww  m>t  yet  ; 
but  I  am  Aire  it  will  lie  a  gitat  disadvantage  to  the 
{>ocni,  that  the  i>cTf(>n!>  and  facts  will  not  l>e  un- 
di'rnuod,  till  an  explanation  cinnt.*  out,  and  a 
Vory  fiWt  0I>^.  T  imagine  it  it  not  to  bt-  publillicJ  till 
toward--  winter,  wlicn  folks  begin  to  gather  in  ttrvvn. 
Ag:>in,  I  iiililt,  you  mull  have  your  adcrilLs  tilled 
dp  with  tome  real  names  of  real  duncei^. 

1  am  nuw  rc;uling  your  preceding  letter  of  June  iR, 
and  tiadtbat  all  I  have  a<lYitVd  above  is  mentioned 
tl>crc.  1  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  <|u:ir- 
lu  ediiiun  is  to  cotnc  out  anituymoully,  as  publiniid 
!)y  the  Commentator,  with  all  his  pomp  of  prefaces, 
<'•■.  and  among  many  complaints  of  fpurious  edi- 
tions '  I  am  thinking  vvhetlurr  the  editor  Ibould  not 
follow  tilt  oKl  llylc  of.  This  excellent  author,  &c. 
and  rctiitc  in  many  places  wtien  you  meant  no  re- 
iinenx.-nt ;  and  into  the  bargain  take  M  the  load  of 
naming  tbc  duacc.1,  their  qualities,  hidurics,  and  per- 
form aiiccs. 

As  to  yourfctf,  I  doubt  you  want  a  frurrer-oii  to 
excrcifc  and  to  aiiuilcmcnts ;  but  to  talk  of  decay  at 
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■vour  feafon  of  life  is  a  jeft.  But  you  are  not  lb  re- 
gular as  I.  You  are  the  raoft  temperate  man  God- 
%varJ,  and  the  moft  intemperate  man  younelf-ward, 
of  moft  I  have  known.  I  fuppofe  Mr  Gay  will  re- 
turn from  the  Bath  witli  twenty  pounds  more  flefli, 
and  two  hundred  lefs  in  money  :  Providence  never 
defigned  him  to  be  above  two-and-twenty,  by  his 
thoughtleflhefs  and  cuUibility.  He  hath  as  little  fore- 
fight  of  age,  ficknefs,  poverty,  or  lofs  of  p.dmirerj,  as 
a  girl  at  fifteen.  By  the  -.^^ay,  I  mufi:  obferve,  that 
my  I-ord  Bolingbroke  (from  the  cflccSl  of  his  kind- 
nefs  to  me)  argues  moft  fophiftically  :  the  fall  from 
a  million  to  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  is  not  io 
great  as  from  eight  hundred  pounds  a-ye.iT  to  one  : 
befides,  he  is  a  controller  of  Fortune,  and  Poverty 
dares  not  look  a  great  minifter  in  the  face,  under  his 
lowcft  declcnlion.  I  never  knew  him  live  i'o  great 
and  expenfivcly  as-  he  hath  done  fnice  his  return 
from  exile;  fuch  mortals  have  refources  that  others- 
are  not  able  to  comprehend.  But  God  blefs  you, 
whofe  great  genius  has  not  fo  traniported  you,  as  to 
leave  you  to  the  courtefy  of  mankind;  for  wealth  is 
liberty,  and  liberty  is  a  blefTing  fitteft  for  a  philo- 

fbpher and  Gay  is  a  Have  juft  by  two  thoufand 

pounds  too  little. And  Horace  was  of  my  mind, 

and  let  my  Lord  contradidt  him,  if  he  dares. 

L    E    T    T    E    Pv.       XXXIV. 

Kalh,  Nov.  12,  1728. 
T  HAVE  paft  fix  weeks  in  queft  cf  health,  and 
found  it  not;  but  I  found  the  folly  of  folicitude 
about  it  in  a  hundred  inftances ;  the  contrariety  of 
xtpinions  and  pratfclces,  the  inability  of  phyiicians, 
t\e  blind  obedience  of  fome  patients,  and  as  blind 
jcbtllion  of  others.  I  believe  at  a  certain  time  oJt" 
J   3 
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life  men  arc   citb.cr   fr.ols  or  plivficians  for  thcm- 
tulvcs,  and  zealots  or  divines  for  tlieiulclvcf. 

]t  was  much  in  my  hopes  that  you  intended  us 
n  winter's  viiit,  but  iaft  week.  I  rcpeiiltd  th«t  tviili, 
having  been  aiarmed  with  a  rcp«irt  of  your  lying  ill 
on  the  road  from  Ireland  ;  lioia  which  I  am  )u(i  re- 
lieved by  an  allurancc  tli.it  you  arc  llitl  at  Sir  A — 's 
l>lantinj^  and  building;  two  thin^t.  mat  1  envy  you 
:>)r,  bcfidcs  a  third,  which  is.  tiic  fociciy  of  a  va- 
luable lady.  I  conclude  (thou'ii  I  kiiow  nothing  ef 
it)  that  ynu  quarrel  with  her,  and  abui'c  her  c\try 
day,  tf  Ibe  is  lb.  £  woudcr  I  hear  of  no-  lam]>oou$ 
ypon  her,  cither  made  by  yourltll,  or  by  others,  bc- 
laufe  you  eQecm  her.  I  tltiuk  it  a  v.i.Q  plcafurc  that 
whenever  two  people  pf  merit  regard  I'lie  ancrhcr,  lb 
m;uiy  lioundrclscnvy  and  arc  angry- at  ihcm  :  'tis 
hearing  tefliniuay  toamcfit  ti.cy  raauut  reach;  and 
It  you  knew  the  intinite  content  1  have  rtxcivcd  of 
iate,  at  the  finding  yourt  and  my  name  conQantly 
iiuitcd  in  any  lllly  I'canJal,  I  think  >uu  would  ^o 
near  to  fing  la  Triumpht!  and  ctlebrate  my  happi- 
ucl'^  iu  ver'e;  and,  I  believe,  if  you  won't,  1  ilial!. 
The  iufcriptioa  to  the  iJunciad  is  uow  printed  and 
inltrttd  in  the  i)c;;m.  Do  you  care  i  iLould  lay  any 
thing  farilicr  how  much  that  poem  i»  youts.'  liucc 
f  cilaiuly  witliou:  you  it  h;'.d  never  been.  Vould  to 
Ciod  wc  were  tcgethcr  for  the  reft  of  our  livisl  'I'hc 
whole  weight  of  fcrlbblers  would  juJt  fcne  to  find 
lis  amui'tmcnt,  and  not  more.  I  hope  jou  are  too 
well  cmploy.'d  ti^miad  them  :  every  flick  you  phinr, 
.'ind  every  llonc  you  lay,  it  to  fome  ptirpofe;  but  the 
(iiilinefs  of  i'uch  livcj  as  tiicirs  is  but  to  die  daily, 
(o  labiiur,  and  laifc  nothin;^  1  only  willi  wc  could 
(umfoit  indi  (ichcr  utwlcr  <>iir  bodily  intirniirici;,  and 
Ui  yJkvL  wl.o  Jijvc  fo  CTcat  a  luind  to  have  nioic 
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wit  than  we,  win  it  and  wear  it.  Give  us  but  cafe, 
health,  peace,  and  fair  weather !  I  think  it  is  the 
beft  wifli  in  the  v/orid,  and  you  know  whole  it  was. 
Ii  1  liv'd  in  Irehtnd,  I  fear  the  wet  climate  would 
endanger  move  than  my  life ;  my  humour  and  health, 
I  am  lb  atmolpherical  a  creature. 

1  mufl  not  omit  acquainting  you,  that  what  you 
heard  of  the  Avords  fpoken  of  you  in  the  drawing- 
room  was  not  true.  The  iayings  of  princes  are  ge- 
nerally as  iU  related  as  the  fayiugs  of  wits.  To  fucli- 
reports  little  of  our  regard  fiiou Id  be  given,  audlefs 
cf  our  coaduob  influenced  by  them, 

LETTER       XXXV, 
From  Dr  Swift. 

Dublin,  Feb.  13,   1728. 

J  LIVED  very  eaiily  in  the  country:  Sir  A.  is 
a  man  of  fcnfe,  and  a  icholar,  has  a  good  voice, 
.^nd  my  lady  a  better ;  fheis  perfeiStly  well-bred,  and 
d^fire?  fo  improve  her  underftaiiding,  which  is  very 
good,  but  cultivated  too  much  like  a  fine  lady.  She> 
was  V3J  pupil  tlrcre,  and  Teverely  cliid  when  flie  read 
T<?ong;  with  that,  and  walking,  and  making  twenty: 
little  amufing  improvtmentSj  and  writing  family- 
Verfcs  of  mirth  by  way  of  libels  on  my  lady,  my 
time  "paft-very  well  and  in  vsfy  great  ijrder;- infinite- 
ly better  than  here,  where  1  fee-  no  creature  but  my 
-  fer\'ar.rs-,ahd my  old  Prtfbyterian  houfckeepcr,  deny- 
ing myfclf  t-o  every  body,  till  1  lliall  recover  my  cars. 
The'accouni  of  another  l.ordl^ieutcnant  was  only 
in  a  comrrion  newfpaper,  when  I  was  in  the  country ; 
and  if  it  fliould  have  happened  to  be  true,  1  would 
have  deured  to  have  hadaccefs  to  him,  as  the  fitua- 
tion  1  am  in  fequires.  Riif  this  renews  the  grief  for 
ti  r  death  of  our  friend  Mr  Gcngrevff,  v/honi  I  lovsd 
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from  my  youth,  and  wiio,  furcly,  btlidcs  liij  other 
talents,  was  a  very  agreeable  companion.  He  li;id 
the  misfortune  to  fquander  away  a  very  good  coiilli- 
tution  in  his  yuunger  days  ;  and  I  thiulc  a  man  uf 
i'cnlc  aiid  merit  like  him,  i.i  botiud  in  conl'cience  to 
prefervc  his  hcalch,  for  the  fake  of  hi>  fricudi  at 
well  as  of  himlclf.  UiK>a  his  cwn  account  I  could 
not  much  defirc  tlic  continuance  of  hi^  life,  under  To 
much  pain,  and  fo  many  intirmities.  Year?,  have  nut 
yet  hardened  me;  and  I  have  an  addition  of  weight 
on  my  fpiritG  luice  we  loft  him ;  thou;;h  I  faw  him 
i'o  fcldom,  and  podibljr,  if  he  had  liv'd  on.  tliould 
never  have  fecn  him  more.  I  do  not  only  willi,  a? 
you  alk  me,  that  I  was  unacqu.iintcd  with  any  de- 
serving perlbn,  but  alnu)fl  that  1  never  had  a  friend. 
Here  is  an  ingenioui  good-huniour'd  phyfician,  a  fine 
gentleman,  an  cicclkut  tcholar,  cafy  iu  hij  fortune*, 
kiad  tu  every  body,  hath  abundance  of  friends, 
entertains  tlicm  often  and  liberally,  ihoy  pafs  the 
evening  with  him  at  cards,  with  plenty  of  gtx>d  meat 
and  wine,  eight  or  a  dozen  together;  he  loves  them 
-''  and  they  him.  He  has  twenty  of  thcic  at  com- 
mand ;  if  one  of  then\  dies,  it  is  no  more  than  p«oi 
Tom!  he  gets  another,  or  tukcs  up  with  the  rcfc, 
and  1j  no  more  niov'd  iliin  at  the  lof»  of  hit  cat;  lie 
ullends  nobody,  is  cafy  with  every  body. — It  not 
ihis  the  true  happy  man  ?  1  was  dci'cribing  him  to 
my  Lady  A — ,  wi»a  icnows  him  too,  but  ilic  hatcv 
him  mortally  by  my  charadtcr,  aiul  wili  nut  drink. 
hij  health:  I  would  give  half  my  fortune  for  the 
iimc  temper,  and  yet  1  cannot  fay  i  love  it,  for  I  do- 

nct  love  my  l^ord ,  who  is  much  of  the  i)c«l!loi'j 

aature.  I  hear  Mr  Gay't  fecond  Opera,  which  y'"i 
mention,  is  foibid;  and  then  he  will  be  once  mute 
St  to  b«  advil'ed,  and  rcjcvll  your  advice.     -Ao.?t». 
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LETTER       XXXVI. 
Dr  S  w  1  F  T  to  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

Dublin,  March  2t,  I7;(>. 
■v?"OU  tell  mc  you  have  not  quitted  the  defign  of 
coUe^ning,  writing,  &c.  This  is  tlve  anfwer  of 
every  fiivner  who  defers  his  repentance.  I  wifli 
Mr  Pope  wa-i  as  great  an  uiger  as  I,  who  long  for 
Hothing  more  than  to  fee  truth  under  your  hands, 

faying  all  detrad.lon  in  the  dufl. 1  find  myfclf 

difpoicd  ever/ year,  or  rather  every  month,  to  be 
more  angry  and  revengeful;  and  my  rage  is  fb  ig- 
noble, that  it  defcends  evesi  to  refent  the  folly  and 
baienefs  of  the  enflaved  people  among  whom  I  live. 
1  kaew  an  old  lord  in  Leiceftei'lliirc,  who  aniufed  him- 
lelf  with  mending  pitchforks  and  fpades  for  his  te- 
nants gratis.  Yet  I  have  higher  ideas  left,  if  I  were 
nearer  to  objecls  on  which  I  might  employ  them  ;  and 
contemning  my  private  fortune,  would  glatlly  crofs 
the  channel  an.d  ftand  by,  while  my  betters  were 
.  driving  the  boars  (.ut  of  the  garden,  if  there  be  any 
probable  expedlatioa  of  fiich  an  endeavour.  When 
1  was  of  your  age  !  often  thought  ef  death,  bat  now 
after  a  dozen  years  more,  it  is  never  out  of  my  mind, 
and  terrilies  me  lefs.  I  conclude  that  Providence 
hath  ordered  our  fears  to  decieafe  with  oyr  fpirits; 
and  yet  I  love  la  lagntclie  better  than  ever:  for  iind- 
i-ng  it  troablelbme  to  read  at  night,  and  the  com- 
pany here  growing  taftelefs,  I  am  always  writing 
bad  profe,  or  worfe  verfcs,  either  of  rage  or  raillery, 
v'icreof  fomc  few  efcape  to  give  offence  or  mirth, 
and  the  reft  are  burnt. 

They   pri:U  fome    Iridi    traHi    in    London,   and 
charjc  it  on  mc,  which  you  will  clear  me  of  to  xoij_ 
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friciulf,  fcr  all  are  fpurious  except  one  *  paper,  f (  r 
which  IvIr'TPppe  veiy  !nte!y  chid  me.  I  remtni'.>c.r 
your  Lordfhip  utd  to  fay,  that  a  few  gooJ  rjjcakcr-; 
woulJ  Tn  cirr.e  earn'  any  point  that  was  rfgl-.t ;  an.l 
that  the  common  method  of  a  mn'oriry,  by  caJlin /, 
To  the  qucftioQ,  would  novcr  hold  long,  when  region 
■was  en  the  other  Cclc.  Whether  pi)litics  do  not 
change  like  gaming,  by  tl»e  invention  of  new  tricks 
J  am  igiiorant}  but.  I  believe  in  yuur  time  you  would 
never,  as  a  miniflcr,  have  fulTercd  an  a<fl  to  pafs 

thro'  the  H.  of  C <,  only  because  you  were  Turc 

of  a  majority  in  the  H.  of  1.^ — dt  to  throw  it  out; 
')ecaiire  it  would  be  uupopular,  and  confccjucntly  a 
lois  of  reputation.  Ytt  tIJs  we  ate  told  hath  Ixxn 
the  cafe  in  tlic  qu.il'ikation-bill  relating  to  ptndoa- 
«r,8.  It  ilioiild  item  to  me  that  corruption,  like  ava- 
rice, hath  no  bounds.  1  had  opportunities  to  know 
the  prcccodlngs  of  yogr  miniiln-  betrcr  than  any 
other  man  of  my  rank;  and  li.ivir.g  not  much  to  di», 
I  have  often  Ciiinparcd  it  with  tiitfe  lart  limtin 
year;  of  a  profound  ptace  all  over  Europe,  and  v., 
running  fcvcn  million?  in  debt.  1 1  am  forced  to  pi.'  . 
at  fm.ill  game,  to  fet  the  beads  here  &-maddin  . 
merely  for  wait  of  better  game:  T<i..l.  n  j  iiu  <■'.  f 

me  awq.ie  p  I'iiii,  &c. — The  d take  thofc  politic  , 

where  a  duucc  Eiiglit  govern  f«ir  a  do '.en  years  to- 
gether. I  xviil  Come  in  pcribn  to  England,  if  I  an 
provoked,  and  fend  for  the  dicUtor  frmn  the  plou^;!:. 

i  diUlain  to  lay,  0  m^hi  frjiti-r^i  i but  <r>,^.i  ,.j 

r'irtu'.fj.K  fiittdus.  Pray,  my  l,ord,  how  are  the  g.ii- 
dcn»  ?  have  tdu  taken  down  thc^iount,  and  rcmov'd 
the  yew  hcdj^»?  Have  you  not  bad  weather  for  tha 
i])ring  corn  ?  Has  Mr  I'opc  gone  farther  in  his  Eth'i: 
•  KntUlcd,  A  U'-el  "  D--  D,  Uit-,  .tnj  a  ecrtjin  ;-.  :r 
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P?cms  ?  and  is  tlie  head-land  foirn  v/ith  wheat  ?  and 
v-'iatlays  Polybius  .'and  how  does  riy  Lord  St  John  ? 
V  iiich  lafl:  queicion  is  very  material  to  me,  becaule 
I  love  Burgundy,  and  riding  between  T\vickenhana 

and  Dawley. 1  built  a  wall  five  years  ago,  and 

when  the  maibnsplay'd  the  knaves,  nothing  delighted 
me  ib  much  as  to  ftand  by,  while  my  lervants  threw 
down  what  was  amlfs  :  I  have  likewile  feen  a  monkey 
overthrow  all  the  dil^es  and  plates  in  a  kitche.'i, 
merely  for  the  plcafurc  of  feeing  th»nj  tumble,  and 
hearing  the  clatter  they  made  in  their  fall.  I  \\\A\ 
you  would  invite  me  to  fuch  another  entertainment ; 
but  you  think,  as  I  oii^ht  to  think,  that  it  is  time 
for  me  to  have  done  v,-ifh  the  world,  and  fo  I  would, 
if  1  could  get  into  a  better  before  I  was  called  into 
the  beft,  and  not  die  here  in  a  rage,  like  a  poiibned 
rat  in  a  hole.  I  wonder  you  are  not  aihamed  to  let 
HIS  pine  away  in  this  kingdom  while  you  are  out  of 
power. 

I  come  frcm  looking  over  the  Melange  above-wrir- 
ren,  and  declare  it  to  be  a  true  copy  of  my  prefent 
dilpohtion,  which  mufb  needs  pleafe  you,  fince  no- 
thing was  ever  mere  dirpleafing  to  mvfelf.  I  defire 
jsou  to  prelent  my  molt  humble  refpecls  to  my  Lady. 

LETTER       XXXVn. 
•Dr  S  w  I  F  T  to  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

Dublin,  April  5,    1729. 

T  D  O  not  think  it  could  be  p&ilible  for  mc  to  hear 
better  news  than  that  of  your  getting  over  your 
;  'jrvy-fuit,  which  always  hung  as  a  dead  weight  on 
my  heart;  1  hated  it  in  all  its  circumftances,  as  It' 
alTcfled  your  fortune  and  quiet,  and  in  a  fituation  of 
hfe  that  muft  make  it  every  way  vexatious.  And  as 
i  ;.2i  ialinitely  dbl-ged  to  you  for  the  juflice  you  de 
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mc,  in  fuppofing  )-oiir  atTiirs  tlo  at  i(;aft  conccro  mc 
as  much  as  my  own  ;  fo  I  would  never  have  pardoned 
your  omiiting  It.  Hut  before  I  go  o«,  I  cannot  tor- 
bear  mentioning  what  1  read  !:ift  liimmcr  in  a  Dcwf- 
p^per,  that  you  were  writing  tiic  hi'kory  of  vour  own 
times.  I  fuppofc  fucli  a  rcjic.t  mi^ht  ariJi  froni 
what  wa«  not  fecrct  amonj;  your  friends,  of  vou.-  i:i* 
tention  to  write  another  kind  of  hilkory,  which  you 
often  f  romifed  Mr  Pope  an^  mc  to  do :  I  know  he 
dedrcs  it  very  much,  and  I  am  liirc  1  defirc  nothing 
more,  for  the  honour  and  Ioa'c  I  besr  you,  and  the 
pcrre<£l  knowledge  I  have  of  your  pu'ilic  virtue.  N[y 
Lord,  I  have  no  other  notionjiif  ofcononiy,  than  thit 
it  is  the  parent  of  IllK'rty  an* cafe,  and  1  am  not  the 
only  friend  you  have  who  have  clird  you  in  his  heart 
for  the  neglect  of  it,  thovj^li  not  with  his  mouth,  as 
1  have  done  :  for  there  is  a  filly  error  in  t.'ic  world, 
«vcn  among  friends  otherwifc  vcn,-  good,  not  to  in* 
<crmtddlc  with  mens  alEiirs  in  I'uch  nice  matter;. 
And,  my  Lord,  1  have  made  a  maxim,  tluit  ihould 
be  writ  in  letters  of  diamond:^.  That  a  wile  m.-in 
ought  to  have  money  in  his  head,  but  not  in  iiis 
lieart.  Pray,  my  Lord,  enquire  whether  your  pro* 
totypc,  my  Lord  Digby,  alter  the  Rclloraiion  when 
he  was  al  Hriftol,  did  not  take  lome  c.nre  of  liis  for- 
tune, notwnthlVandint;  that  q\u>tatiim  1  once  ftnt  yon 
out  of  his  Jpccch  to  the  H.  of  Common.  :  lu  my  con- 
science, I  believe  I'ortunc,  like  other  <lr:4bbs,  values 
n  man  gradually  Icfs  for  every  year  he  live«.  I  ha.vc 
dcmonlhation  for  it;  becaufe  if  I  play  at  piijiict  fot 
ii (pence  with  a  man  or  a  wom.in  two  years  younger 
tlian  myfelf,  I  always  lofe  ;  and  there  i:  a  young  girl 
of  twenty,  who  never  fails  of  winning  *ny  money  at 
b.-ickgammon,  tho'  llie  is  a  bungler,  .and  the  game  Ite 
ccclc(i;;ltic.      At   to   ihc   public,   I  coofcft  B«;thiog 
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could  cure  my  itch  of  meddling  with  it  but  thefc  fre- 
quent returns  of  deafnels,  wlijch  have  hindered  me 
from  pafling  laft;  winter  in  London  :  yet  i  cannot  but 
confiJer  the  perfidioufnefs  of  fome  people,  who  I 
thought,  when  1  was  lafl:  tliere,  upon  a  change  that 
happened,  were  the  mofl:  impudent  in  forgetting  their 
profcllions  that  I  have  ever  known.  Pray,  will  you 
plealc  to  take  your  pen,  and  blot  nie  out  that  politi- 
cal hiaxim  from  whatever  book  it  is  in,  that  i^ci 
nolunt  diu  male  adminiflrari;  the  conimonnefs  mak(-« 
me  not  know  who  is  theauthor,  but  fure  he  mufl  be 
fome  modern. 

I  am  forry  for  Lady  BoHngbroke's  ill  health  ;  but 
I  protcft  I  never  knew-a  very  deferving  perfon  of 
that  fcx,  who  had  not  too  much  reafon  to  complain 
of  ill  health.  I  never  wake  without  finding  lite  :i 
more  inlignificant  thing  than  it  was  the  day  before  ; 
which  is  one  great  advantage  1  get  by  living  in  this 
country,  where  there  is  nothing  I  iliall  be  forry  l-o 
lofe.  But  my  greateft  mifery  is  recollecting  the  fccne 
of  twenty  years  part,  and  then  all  on  a  Hidden  drop- 
■ping  into  the  prefent.  1  remember,  when  1  was  a 
little  boy,  I  felt  a  great  fifli  at  the  end  of  n^y  line, 
which  1  drew  up  almolt  on  the  ground,  but  it  diu|'i' 
in, and  the  difappointment  vexes  me  to  this  very  dav, 
and  1  believe  it  was  the  type  of  all  my  future  dilap- 
pointmcnts.  1  fliould  be  aOiamed  to  fay  this  to  you, 
if  you  had  not  a  fpirit  fitter  to  bear  your  own  mif- 
fortunes,  than  i  liave  to  think  of  them,  is  there  pa- 
tience left  to  refledl:,  by  what  qualities  wealcii  and 
greatnefs  are  got,  and  by  what  qualities  they  are  lc)ll  ? 
J  have  read  my  friend  Congrcve's  vcrfes  to  Lord  CoIp- 
ham,  which  end  with  a  vile  and  falfe  moral,  and  J  re- 
member is  not  in  Horace  to  TibuUus,  which  lie  inii- 
f.tes,  "  that  all  times  are  equally  virtuous  and  vl- 

VoL.  VIJl.  K 
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"*'  ciouR,"  wherein  he  difFers  from  all  poet»,philofo 
phcrs  and  Chriftians  ihnt  ever  \vrit.  It  is  frerc  pro* 
Kible  that  titerc  mny  be  an  equal  quantity  ol  virtue 
always  in  the  world,   but  fomctimcs  there  ma\  l>e  a 

•peck  of  it  in  Alia,  ahd  hardly  a  thimble  full  in  Eu- 
rope. But  if  there  be  no  virtue,  there  it  abund-incc 
of  linccrity  ;  for  I  will  venture  all  I  am  wurth,  that 

'there  is  not  one  Imnian  creature  in  power,  who  will 
not  be  modcit  tmough  to  confcls  that  he  proceeds 
wholly  upon  a  principle  of  corruption.     I  fav  this, 

'btcaufe  I  Iwvc  a  fehrine,  in  fpitc  of  j-our  notions, 
to  govern   England  upon  the  principUs  of  virtue  { 

"^nd  when  the  nation  is  ripe  for  it,  I  dcfire  vou  xviil 
fend  for  me.  I  have  learned  this  by  living  like  a  hcr- 
niit,  by  which  I  flip  got  backw.irds  about  nineteen 
hundred  years  in  the  a:ra  of  the  world,  and  begin  to 
wonder  at  the  wicWednefs  of  men.  I  dine  alone  upon 
half  a  difli  of  meat,  mix  water  with  my  wine,  walk 

'frn  miles  a-day,  and  read  B:ironiu5.  Hu  exploit  epi- 
j'.il.i  ad  Dom,  Buliugbroke,  cl  ii.dfit  ad  uniuum  Pope. 

Having  finillicd  Iny  letter  to  Ariftippiu,  I"now  l>c«- 
.-in  to  you.  1  was  in  great  pain  alwtit  Mr*  Pope, 
•h:iving  heard  from  other.v  that  ibe  was  in  a  vrry<l.ir»- 
.j-crous  way,  which  made  mc  think  it  unfeafonaLlc 
fo  trouble  you.  1  am  alliatr.cd  to  tell  you,  that  when 
J  was  very  youug  1  had  more  dcfirc  lo  Ik  famous 
than  ever  fmce;  and  fame,  like  .ill  things  elfc  in  this 
'ifc,  grows  with  me  every  day  nu)re  a  trillc.  But  you 
v.l»o  arc  To  much  younger,  although  you  i^iint  that 
(,i.a!tl>  you  d<lrrve,  yet  your  fpirits  arc  as  vii'orou* 
■.\>'%i  your  body  were  founder.  1  hate  a  crowd,  v.  here 
I  h.ivi  not  an  cafy  place  to  Ice  .Tnd  be  I'een.  A  great 
library  aU\-,»ys  makes  nie  melancholy,  wluie  the  belt 
•«"ihui  inasmuch  fcjucczid,  and  as  obi'curc,  as  a 
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porter  at  a  coronation.     In  my  own  little  library,  I 
value  the  compilements  of  GrsEvius  and  GronoviuSj 
which  make  thirty-one  volumes  in  folio   (and  were 
given  me  by  my  Lord  Bolingbroke)  more  than  all 
my  books  belides  ;    becaufe  whoever  comes  into  rn-jr 
clofct,ca(ts  his  eyes  immediately  upon  them,  and  will 
not  vouchfafc  to  look  upon  Plato  and  Z\enophon.    I 
tell  you  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  opinions  change- 
by  the  decline  or  decay  of  ipirits;  and  I  will  further. 
tell  you,  that  all  my  endeavours,  from  a  boy,  to  dif^ 
tinguifli  myfelf,  were  only  for  want  of  a  great  title, 
and  fortune,  that  I  might  be  ufed  like  a  lord  by  thofet 
w'ho  have  an  opinion  of  my  parts;  whether  right  or 
wrong,  it  is  no  great  matter  :  and  fo  the  reputation 
of  wit  or  great  learning  does  the  office  of  a  blue  rib- 
band, or  of  a  coach  and  iix  horfes.     To  be  remem--. 
bered  for  ever  on  the  account  of  our  friendfliip,  i& 
what  would  exceedingly  pleafe  me ;  but  yet  I  never- 
loved  to  make  a  vifit,   or  be  feen  walking  with  my 
betters,   becaufe  they  get  all  the  eyes  and  civilities, 
from  me.     I  no   fooner  writ  this  than  I  corre<itcd 
rayfelf,  and  remembered  Sir  Fulk  GreviTs  epitaph, 
*'  Here  lyes,  &c.  who  was  friend  to  Sir  Philip  Sid— 
*'  ney."     And  therefore  I  moft  heartily  thank  you 
for  your  defire  that  I  would  record  our  iricndibip  ia. 
verfe,  which  if   I  can  fucceed  in,   I  will  never  defira 
to  write  one  more  line  in  poetry  while  I  live.     Yoa 
mud  prefcnt  my  humble  ftrvice  to  Mrs  Pope,   and- 
Ict  her  know  I  pray  for  her  continuance  in  the  worlds 
for  her  own  reaffjn,   that  flie  may  live  to  take  caie 
ei  you. 

K  2. 
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LETTER      XXXVIir. 
From   Dr    S  w  i  r  r. 

A«i{,  If,  I7?ij. 
r  A  M  very  fenfiMc  that  in  a  former  ItUcr  I  talked 
very  wtaklv  of  my  own  afl'airs,  aud  of  my  im- 
p!"'-rc<ft  wiO.cs  and  dcfircs  which  however  I  find 
xvith  fomc  comfort  do  now  daily  dtctinc,  very  I'uit- 
ahle  to  my  Oateof  health  for  fome  months  paO;  for 
iny  head  is  never  ptrfctTtly  free  from  giJUincfs,  and 
cfpeciiilly  to^vards  night  :  yet  my  dilbrdcr  is  xcry 
m^idtrate,  and  I  have  been  without  a  Jit  of  dea(- 
neCs  this  half  year  ;  Co  I  am  like  a  horfc,  which, 
though  otf  his  mettle,  can  trot  on  toJcrably;  and 
this  compa-rifotx  puts  rnc  in  mind  to  add,  that  I  am 
'jtiirued  to  be  a  rider,  wherein  I  wilh  you  wt)uld 
:  nitatc  me.  As  to  this  country,  there  have  been 
three  ttrihlc  years  dtarth  of  corn,  and  every  place 
ltro\ved  with  bepgars ;  but  dearths  arc  commtm  in 
inrttcr  climates,  and  our  evil?  here  ly  much  deeper. 
Imp.jinc  a  nation  the  two-thirds  of  wliofc  revenues 
.,rc  jpeiit  out  of  it,  a:d  wlio  are  not  jKrniitted  to 
trade  with  the  other  third,  and  where  the  pride  of 
women  will  not  f;i'Ttr  thtni  to  wear  their  own  ni:i- 
niifaclurcs,  even  where  they  excel  what  come  from 
-I'lroad:  this  is  the  tTi:e  ftate  of  Irtl.md  in  a  very 
.<-\v  words.  'Ihclc  evils  operate  more  every  day, 
aid  the  kingdom  is  ahfolutciy  undone,  as  I  have 
ie«n  telling  often  in  print  thcfe  ten  years  part. 

\\'h;it  i  Ir.ve  faid  rrcjuiref.  forgivcnefs ;  but  I  had 
a  niin<l  for  once  to  let  you  know  the  ftate  of  our 
.i!}'.iirs,  ar.d  my  reafon  for  being  more  moved  tha:i 
1  erhaps  becomcN  a  clergyman,  and  a  pie<e  of  a  phl- 
i.'fopher;  and  perliaps  tlie  iucrcafeof  years  and  dif- 
QiCcxi  n^iy  hope  fui  iocc  alluwaocc  to  complaint:. 
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tfpecially  when  I  may  call  myfelf  a  flrangcr  in  a 
ftrange  land.  As  to  poor  Mrs  Pope,  (if  llie  be  ftiil 
alive),  I  heartily  pity  you  and  pity  her  :  her  great 
piety  and  virtue  will  intaliibiy  make  her  happy  in  a 
better  life,  and  her  great  age  hath  made  lier  fully 
ripe  for  heaven  and  the  grave,  and  her  bed  friend* 
will  mofl  wifli  her  eafed  of  her  labours,  when  fl;e 
hath  (b  many  good  works  to  follow  them.  The  lofs 
you  will  feel  by  the  want  of  her  care  and  kindnel'5, 
1  know  very  well ;  but  llie  has  amply  done  her  part, 
as  you  have  yours.  One  reafon  why  I  would  have 
you  in  Ireland,  when  you  lliall  be  at  your  own  dif- 
pofal,  is,  that  you  may  be  mafler  of  two  or  thres 
years  revenues,  promfx  fugh  in  annos  ccpia,  fo  as 
not  to  be  pindied  in  the  leaft  when  years  increafe, 
and  perhaps  your  health  impair^ :  and  v.rhen  thjs 
kingdom  is  utterly  at  an  end,  you  may  iupport  me 
for  the  few  years  J  fliall  happen  to  live;  and  wh.o 
knows  but  you  may.  pay  me  exorbitant  intercll  foi 
the  fpoonful  of  wine,  and  fcraps  of  a  chicken  it  will 
coit  me  to  feed  you  ?•  I  am  confident  you  have  too 
much  reafon  to  complain  of  ingratitude;  for  I  never 
yet  knew  any  peribn  one  tenth  part  fo  lieartiFy  dif- 
pofed  as.  you  are  to  do  good  offices  to  others,  with- 
out the  leaft  private  view. 

Was  it  a  gal'conade  to  pleafe  me, .  that  you  fai<i 
your  fortune  was  increafed,icc  1.  a  year  fmce  I  left 
you  ?  yoa  llioiild  have  told  me  bow.  ThoCc  /■ib/u.'ia 
ftiiefJuti  are  extremely  deSreable,  if  they  could  be  gt)t 
with  juftice,  and  without  avarice;  of.  which  vice, 
though  1  cannot  charge  myfcU  yet,  nor  feel. any  ap- 
proaches towards  it,  yet  no  ufurcr  more  wiiljcs  to  be 
richer  (or  rather  to  be  furer  of  his  rents.)  Bui  1  am 
aot  bulf  fo  moderate  as  you,  for  I  declare  I  tanno; 
K.  3 
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live  cafily  uadcr  double  to  what  you  arc  iatisfic^ 
with. 

I  hope  Mr  Clay  will  kctp  his  3000 1.  and  live  on 
the  intcrcft  without  decrcafnig  the  principal  one 
renny;  but  1  do  not  like  yonr  fcldom  feeing  him. 
i  hope  he  is  grown  more  difcag.igcd  from  his  in- 
tentntH.  on  his  own  alFairs,  iW»ich  1  ever  dilliked, 
and  is  quite  the  vcverfe  to  you,  utilt^ftr-  you  arc  a  vciy 
dextrous  difguifcr.  I  delirc  my  hun\bl«  fervicc  to 
J.ord    Oxford,    1-ord  Bathurft,  and   particularly  to 

Mrs  B ,   but   to  no  Lady  at   court.     God  blc!'» 

you   for  being  a  greater  dupe   than  I  :    I  love  th:it 
charadler  too  niyfclf,  but  1  want  your  charity. 

A<llcu. 
LETTER       XXXLX. 

Oi\.  9,  17:9. 
•J  T  pleafcs  me  that  you  rcrcivt-d  my  books  at  laft; 
•^  but  you  have  never  once  told  me  if  you  .ipprovc 
the  whole,  or  difapprove  not  of  fomc  p.irts  of  the 
Omunentary,  &c.  It  >vap  my  principal  aim  in  the 
entire  work  to  perpetuate  the  friendihip  between  us, 
and  to  llicw  that  the  frientl-^  or  the  enemies  of  the 
one  were  the  friends  or  enemies  of  the  other  If  ia 
any  p.artioula*.  any  thing  Ik  flatcd  or  mentioned  in 
a  dilFcrent  manner  from  what  you  like,  pray  tell  me 
freely,  that  the  new.  editioirs  now  romirrg  out  here 
m.ny  h.ivc  it  reiJlHied.  You'll  find  the  otftnvo  rathct 
nujrc  correal  thap  the  quarto,  with  lume  additions 
to  ttie  notes  and  epigrams  caft  in,  which  I  willi  had 
been  increafcd  by  your  arquaintnncc  in  Ireland.  [ 
rejoice  in  hearing  that  Drapiers-Hill  is  to  emulate 
Tarnaflus  ;  I  fear  the  country  about  it  is  as  ninch 
impoverinici'.  1  truly  fliarc  in  all  that  troubhes 
you,  and  wiflj  you  removed  from  a  fccnc  of  diftrcis, 
v]>icli  ]  kryw  wQ^k'  )\iut  compalEonaic  temper  tt>c 
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ftrongly :  but  if  we  are  not  to  fee  you  here,  I  believ?. 
1  iliall  once  in  my  life  fee  you  there  You  think 
more  for  me,  and  about  me,  than  any  friend  I  have, 
and  you  think  better  for  mc.  Perhaps  you'll  not- 
be  contented,  though  1  am,  that  the  additional  i  oo  1. 
a-year  is  only  for  my  life.  My  mother  is  yet  living, 
and  I  thank  God  for  it :  flie  will  never  be  trouble- 
fome  to  me,  if  flie  be  not  fo  to  heriilf ;  but  a  me- 
lancholy objedl  it  is,  to  obfevve  the  gradual  decays 
both  of  body  and  mind,  in  a  perfon  to  whom  one  is 
tied  by  the  links  of  both  :  I  can't  tell  whethej  hec  , 
death  itfclf  would  be  fo  allli'fling. 

You  are  too  careful  of  ray  worldly  aflaixs-:  I  a^n 
rich  enough,  ai\d  1  can  afford  to  give  away  a  lool. 
a-year.  Don't  be  angry  :  I  xvill  not  live  to  be  very 
old;  I  have  revelations  to  the  contrary.  I  v/ou!d 
not  crawl  upon  the  earth  without  doing  a  little  good 
•when  I  have  a  mind  to  do  it  :  I  v/ill  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure  of  what  I  give,  by  giving  it,  alive,  and  feeing 
another  enjoy  it.  When  I  die,  1  lliould  be  ailiamcd 
to  leave  enough  to  build  me  a  monument,  if  there, 
were  a  wanting  friend  above  ground. 

Mr  Gay  allures  mc  his  3000  1.  is  kept  entire  and 
facred  :  he  fcems  to  bnguiib  after  a  line  from  yti>i 
and  comphuns  tenderly.  Lord  BcUngbrokc  has  told 
mc  ten  times  over  he  was  going  to  write  to  you.  H^s 
he,  or  not  ?  'i'he  Doctor  is  unalterable,  both  in  friend- 
ftiip  and  Quadrille;  his  wife  has  been  very  neai 
death  lafl  week:  his  two.brothcrs  bui:ied.their  wives 
within  thefc  fix  weeks..  Gay  is  fixty  miles  o!T,  and 
has  been  fo  all  this  fummer,,  with  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Queenfberry.  He  is  the  fame  man  :  fo 
i.s  every  man  here  that  you  know  :  mankind  is  uht 
amendable,  iiptiwus  ille  qui  i^'iniirus  urgctur  — >  IVoi 
Mrs  "**  is.Uka.the  reft,  llie  ciies  at.tbe  thorn  in  h-s 
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foot,  but  will  fuiTcr  no  body  to  pull  it  out.  Tlie 
court-l.uly  i  have  ;i  good « ►pinion  «f,  yer  havctrc.it- 
td  her  more  negligently  than  you  wouKl  do,  bcc.mre 
you  like  to  l<;c  ihc  infule  of  a  court,  which  I  do  nor. 
]  have  fceu  her  but  twice.  You  have  a  defperrtfj 
hand  at  dalLing  out  a  charader  by  great  nrokcs, 
and  at  the  ihmotimc  a  delicate  one  at  fine  louche":. 
God  forbid  you  ibould  draw  mine,  if  I  w<  :c  confcious 
of  any  guilt  :  but  if  I  were  coufiimis  only  of  foliy, 
God  tend  it !  for  as  no  btwly  can  detect  a  great  ^ult 
&i  well  as  you,  no  body  would  l"o  well  hide  a  fmall 
one.  But,  after  all,  that  Lady  means  to  do  gixul, 
and  does  no  barr.i,  which  is  a  vafb  deal  for  a  cour- 
tier. 1  can  aiTurc  you,  that  Lord  Peterborow  alwavj 
fpeaks  kindly  of  you,  and  certain  ly  has  a>  grcit  a  miiul 
to  be  your  ♦'liend  as  any  one.  I  nuif^  throw  au;iy 
my  pen;  it  cannot,  it  will  never  tell  you  what  1  in- 
wardly am  to  you.  "  CJ^od  iiequeo  munrtraic,  ct 
"  lenijo  taiuum." 

LETTER       XL. 

Lord     r  ()  L  I  N  G  £  R  O  K  E     to    Dr   S  W  I  F  T. 
BruTiIv   S-pt.  :7,   17:9. 

T  H.WF.  brought  your  FrCDch  ac'iuainraiice  thui 
^  far  on  her  way  into  her  o«'^  country,  and  conl".- 
derably  better  in  health  than  ibc  w :>s  when  ihe 
went  to  Ail.  1  begin  to  cntcrtKin  hopct  that  llic 
will  recover  fuch  a  degree  of  health  as  may  tender 
old  p.gt:  iiipportable.  Bfth  of  us  have  cloffd  the  tenth 
luilrc,  aud  it  is  hi_i;h  time  to  detetniiue  how  we 
fliall  pl;«y  the  lart  ael  of  tl»€  farce.  Might  not  my 
lilc  Ik  ititituhd  much  more  properly  a  What-d'yt- 
cii!l-it  than  a  faicc  ?  Tome  comedy,  a  great  deal  of 
-trajjedy,  aud  the  whole  ir.tcrlpcrfcd  with  fccncs  of 
Mitik't^uin,  bcarar.K'uch,  aud  Dt  Baluardu,  the  pn>- 
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tD-t^-pe  of  your  hero. — I  ufed  to  think  fometimes- 
formerly  of  old  age  and  of  death,  enough  to  prepare 
my  mind,  not  enough  to  anticipate  forrow,  to  dafli 
the  joys  of  youth,  and  to  be  all  my  life  a-dying.  I 
find  the  benefit  of  this  praihtice  now,  and  find  It 
more  as  I  proceed  on  my  journey  :  little  regret  when 
1  look  backwards,  little  apprehenhon  when  I  look 
forward.  You  complain  giievoufly  of  your  fituation 
in  Ireland ;  1  would  complain  too  of  mine  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  I  will  not,  nay,  I  ought  not  ;  for  I  find, 
by  long  experience,  that  I  can  be  unfortunate,  with- 
out being  unhappy.  I  do  not  approve  of  your  join- 
ing together  the  figure  of  living,  and  the  pUafure  of 
givhg,  though  your  old  prating  friend  Montague 
does  fomething  like  it  in  one  of  his  rhapfodies.  To 
tell  you  my  realbns  would  be  to  write  an  effay,  and 
I  iliall  hardly  have  time  to  write  a  letter  ;  but  if 
.you  will  come  over,  and  live  with  Pope  and  me,  I'll 
iliew  )'ou  in  an  inftaut  whv  thofe  two  things  fliould" 
not  alkr  de  pair,  and  that  forced  retrenchments 
on  both  may  be  made,  without  making  us  even 
uneafy.  Vou  know  that  1  am  too  expcnfive,  and 
all  mankind  knows  that  I  have  been  cruelly  plun- 
dered ;  and  yet  I  feel  in  my  mind  the  power  of  de- 
icending  without  anxiety  two  cr  three  ftagcs  more. 
In  il:ort,  (Mr  Dean)  if  you  will  come  to  a  certain 
farm  in  Middlefex,  you  fliall  find  that  I  can  live 
frugally  without  growling  at  the  world,  or  being 
peevilli  with  thoie  whom  Fortune  has  aj.'pointed  to 
eat  my  bread,  inftead  of  appointing  me  to  eat  theirs: 
and  yet  I  Iiave  naturally  as  little  difpofition  to  fru- 
gality as  any  man  alive.  You  fay  you  are  no  philo* 
fopher,  and  1  think  you  are  in  the  right  to  dillike  a 
vord  which  is  fo  often  abufed;  but  I  am  Aire  you 
likie  to  follow  rtafon,  not   cuftom,  (v/hich  is  fomC' 
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times  thereafon,  and  oftcner  the  caprice  of  others, 
of  the  niob  of  the  world.)  Now  to  be  fure  of  doing 
this,  you  muft  wear  your  philofopnicnl  (pciflaciet  as 
conlhmtly  as  the  Spaniards  uud  to  wear  tl;eir». 
Ti)u  nuift  make  them  part  of  your  drcfs,  and  fjK'ncr 
part  witli  your  broad-btiinm'd  beaver,  yotir  govii, 
your  fcarf,  or  e^•eu  tliat  emblematical  vortment,  your 
furplice.  Through  this  medium  you  will  ilc  I'evr 
things  to  be  vexed  at,  few  pcrlbns  to  be  angry  at  •- 
and  yet  there  will  frequently  be  things  which  wc 
ought  to  wilh  alteied,  aud  perfoas  whom  we  OMjjI'wt 
to  wilh  handed. 

In  your  letter  to  Pope,  you  agree  that  a,  regard  f' .^ 
fame  becomes  a  man  more  towards  hi&txil,  than  at 
kis  entrance  into  life;  and  yet  you  conftG,  that  ih.e. 
longer  you  live,  the  more  you.  grow  iudilfcrcnt  about- 
it.  Yov.r  fcnliment  is  true  and  natural;  your  reaion- 
ing,  1  am  afraid,  is  not  i'o  opoa  this  occafK)n.  Pru- 
dence will  make  uj  dtlir<:  fame,  becaufe  it  gives  u» 
many  real  and  gnat  advantages  in  all  the  atlai.-s-of 
life.  Fame  is  the  wife  man's  means;  hi*  cuds  art 
his  own  go(Hl,  and  the  ^iK)d  of  focicty.  You  Poets 
and  Orators  have  inverted  this  order;  you  propofe 
fame  as  the  end;  and  gi>od,  or  at  leaO  great  adlivn», 
as  the  means.  Yjiu  go  further;  you  teach  our  filf-. 
love  to  anticipate-  the  applaufc  which  wc  uppoli.  ^vill 
be  paid  by  pofterity  to  our  names ;  aud  with  idle  no» 
tions  of  imniortaJity  yoa  turn  other  heads,  befules 
ytnti*  own  :  I  am  afraid  this  may  have  done  fome 
barm  in  the  world. 

Fame  is  an  objc'51  which  men  purfuc  fucccfsfully 
by  various  and  even  contrary  courfcs.  Your  doc- 
trine lead:;  them  to  hiok  on  this  end  as  efTential,  ar-J 
on  the  means  as  indiflcrcnt ;  fo  that  Fabricius  and 
OaiTus,  Cato  a;id.Ca.far,  prcITcdXurwaiu  to  the  fame 
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gnol.  After  -ill,  perhaps  it  may  appear,  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  the-^depravity  of  maitkinJ,  that  you 
catr'd  do  no  better,  nor  keep  r.p  virtue  in  the  world 
without  calling  this  palTion  or  this  cHreiSlion  of  felf- 
love  in  to  your  aid:  'Tacitus  has  crowded  this  excufe 
for  you,  accordiEg^to  his  manner,  into  a  maxim, 
Contemptu  fattis,  contemni  virtutc^.  But  now  whether 
we  consider  fame  as  an  ufcfu!  inflrumcnt  in  all  the 
occurrences  of  private  and  pr.blic  life,  or  whether  we 
confidev  it  as  the  ce.ufe  of  that  pleafurc  which  our 
felf-ljve  is  {b  fond  of;  methinks  our  entrance  into 
L'fe,  or  (to  fpeak  mor«  properly)  our  youth,  not  our 
old  age,  is  the  feafon  when  we  ought  to  defirc  it  moft, 
aad  therefore  when  it  is  mod;  becoming  to  dcfire  it 
with  ardour.  If  it  is  ufeful,  it  is  to  be  dcfircd  moft 
when  we  have,  or  may  hope  to  have  a  long  fcene  of 
adlion  open  before  us  :  towards  our  exJt,  this  fcene 
of  aiflion  is,orlliouId  be  clofed  ;  and  then,  methinks, 
it  is  unbecoming  to  grow  fonder  of  a  thing  which  we 
have  fco  longer  ocC^ilon  for.  ]f  it  is  plcafant,  the 
foonef  we  are  in  potTefiion  of  fame,  the  longer  we 
fliall  enjoy  this  pleaftire.  When  it  is  acquired  early 
in  life,  it  may^ickic  us  on  till  old  age;  but  when  it 
is  acquired  late,  the  lenlation  of  plcafure  will  be  more 
faint,  and  mingled  wltii  the  regret  of  our  not  having 
tafled  it  foonCx. 

From  my  Form,  Oct.  5. 
I  am  here ;  I  have  leen  Pope,  and  one  of  my  firfl 
"enquiries  was  after  you.  He  tells  me  a  thing  I  am 
forry  to  hear  :  yOu  are  building,  it  flcms,  on  a  piece 
of  I-uid  you  have  ac<iiiirecl  for  that  purpofe,  in  feme 
Cfmnty  of  Ireland.  Though  1  have  built  in  a  part 
bf  the  world  which  I  prefer  very  little  to  that  where 
you  have  been  thrown  and  confined  by  our  ill  for- 
tune and  ;our$,  ^ct  I  am  forry  you  do  the  faoae 
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rhing.  i  have  repented  a  tlioufaml  times  of  my  re- 
iulution,  and  1  hope  you  will  repent  of  your..  Iwlorc 
it  is  executed.  Adieu,  my  old  and  won hy  friend ; 
may  the  phylical  evils  of  life  fall  a^  cafjly  upon  you, 
as  ever  they  did  on  any  man  wlio  lived  to  lie  old; 
and  may  the  moral  evils  which  furround  us,  make  as 
little  imjirelFion  on  you,  as  they  ought  to  make  on 
one  who  lias  fuch  fupcrior  fenll-  to  eftiirate  things 
by,  and  fo  much  virtue  to  wrap  himfclf  up  in. 

My  wife  defires  not  to  be  fori^ntten  by  you;  flie's 
faithfully  your  fcrvant,  and  zcaioudy  your  admirer. 
SJie  will  be  concerned  nnd  difappolnted  not  to  lind 
you  in  this  illanil  at  her  return,  which  h«»pe  both  llie 
and  1  had  been  made  to  entertain  before  I  went  abroad. 

L    r.    T    T    E    R       XLI. 

Dr  S  w  1  F  T  to  Lord  Boi.  ingsrok  r. 

Utihlin,  Oi't.  31,  Ijii). 

Y  UliCHIVFD  your  Lordiliip's  travelling  letter 
of  feveral  dates,  at  feveral  fta^jcs,  .nnd  fiom  dif- 
ferent nation-;,  languages,  and  religious.  Neither 
co»ild  any  thing  be  uicH«  obliging  than  your  kind  rc- 
menihrancc  of  nic  in  lo  many  places.  As  to  your 
ti-n  ludres,  I  renumber,  when  i  con\;'>lained  in  a  letter 
to  Prior,  lliat  I  was  fifty  years  old,  he  was  half  angry 
in  jcfl,  and  anfweredme  out  of  Terence,  "  Ifta  com- 
"  nienu>r.itio  ell  quafi  pjprobatio."  llvw  then  ought 
I  to  rattle  you,  when  T  have  a  d07.cn  years  more  to 
.•lufwer  for,  all  nio^.tfltcally  palTcd  in  thi>  country  of 
liberty  a:iJ  delight,  and  money,  an«l  ginnl  company  ! 
]  go  <m  iinfwtring  your  letter.  It  is  you  were  my 
luro,  hut  the  other  '  ncvet  wa.»;  yet  if  he  were,  it 
w.is  your  own  fault,  who  laiiglii  nie  So  luvc  iiim,  and 
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Tiften  vindicated  him,  in  the  beginning  of  your  mi- 
niftry,  from  ray  accufations.     But  I  granted  he  had 
the  greateft  inequalities  of  any  man  aUve,  and  his 
whole  fcene  was  fifty  times  more  a  What-d'ye-ca!!-ii 
than  yours  :  for,    1  declare,  yours  was  iiriit;   and  I. 
wifli  you  would  fo  order  it,  that  the  world  may  l.c 
as  wife  as    I  upon  that  article  :  Mr    Pope  wilhes  it 
too,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  more  honeftman  iu 
England,  even  without  wit.     But  you  regard  us  not. 
—  I  was  forty-l'even  years  old  f  when  I  began  to 
think  of  death,  and  the  refleclions  upon  it  now  be- 
gin when  J  wake  in  the  morning,   and  end  when  [ 
am  going  to  fleep. — I  writ  to  Mr  Pope,  and   not  to 
you.     My  birth,  although  from  a  family  not  undi- 
ftinguiflied  in  its  name,  is  many  degrees  inferior  to 
yours;  all  my  pretenfions  from  perfon  and  parts  in- 
f.nitely  fo ;  1   a  younger  fon  of  younger  fons  ;  you 
born  to  a  great  fortune  :  yet  I  fee  you,  with  all  your 
advantages,  funk  to  a  degree  that  you  could  never 
have  been  without  them  ;  but  yet  I  fee  you  as  much 
tfleemed,  as   much  beloved,  as  much  dreaded,  and 
perhaps  more  (though  it  be  almoll  irapolTible)  than 
ever  you  were  in  your  higheft  exaltation — only  I 
grieve  like  an  alderman   that  you   are  not  fo  rich  : 
and  yet,  my  Lord,  I  pretend  to  value  m.oney  as  little 
as  you,  and  I  will  call  five  hundred  witnefles  (if  you 
will  take  Irifli   witnefles)   to  prove  it.     I  renounce 
your  wliole  phllofophy,  becaufe  it  is  not  your  prac- 
tice.    Qy  the  figure  of  livu,9,  (if  I  ufcd  that  expref- 
flon  to  Mr  Pope),  I  do  not  mean  the  parade,  but  a 
fuitablenefs  to  your  mind ;  and,  as  for  tlie  pkafure  of 
gtving,  1  know  your  foul  fufTers  when  you   are  de- 
barred of  it.     Could  you,  when  your  own  gentrofity 
and  contempt  of  outward  things,   (be  not  olTtndcd, 
i  Tiie  year  of  Qjiccn  Anne's  deaih. 

Vol.  YIII.  L 


1J4       I.  r  T  T  r.  R  s   TO   A  N  n 

it  is  no  ccckriaftioal  but  an  r,pi«ilctian  pluafc),  could 
you,  ^\licn  tliclt."  liavc  l>rou);ht  you  to  it,  cone  over 
ami  live  with  Mr  I'opc  and  tnc  at  tlit  Dcaiiry  :  I 
•diiiil  almoll  xvilli  the  cxpciintcnt  were  tried. — Ko, 
<<od  foibiil  tliat  ever  I'uch  a  iiroundrcl  as  VN  ant 
iiitUiId  dare  to  approach  you.  But,  in  the  me.iu 
lime,  do  not  brag;  relrenchnient.-.  are  not  y«uir  t.i- 
I'.nt  :  but,  as  old  We^iiiouth  liiid  to  inr  in  lii»  ioidiy 
I  .itin,  Pljilcjlphn  lertrti^nava  opera;  I  with  you  coiild 
Ii  .irii  aritlinictic,  tl>nt  three  and  two  make  live,  and 
will  never  make  more.  My  philofophical  r|Kt5>ailci 
vliicJj  you  advUc  nic  to,  will  tell  me  tiiit  I  can  live 
«'n  S"^  I-  a-year,  (wiiur  escltulcd,  whicli  my  bad  health 
fortes  me  to),  but  I  caunut  endure-  that  o'.v.m  lliould 
be  i':iic  it'i^miitte. — My  l^)ul,  wliat  1  wouKl  have  faid 
<if  lame  is  mean,t  of  fame  which  a  Jiian  enjoys  in  liis 
Hie  :  becaufc  I  cannot  be  a  great  Lord,  I  would  ;ic- 
tjuiie  what  if.  a  kind  of  fubfiuiunr,  I  would  endeavour 
that  my  betters  fliould  fcek  me  by  the  merit  of  li^me- 
lliin^  diftinguilbablc,  inOead  of  my  lecking  of  them. 
'1  he  dcljrc  of  enjoying  it  in  after-times  is  owing  to 
the  Ipirit  and  fully  of  youth;  bnt  with  age  wc  learn 
to  know  the  houJc  is  fo  full,  that  there  is  no  r(Hin» 
for  above  one  or  two  at  mofl  in  an  .a^c,  throujjh  the 
whole  world.  My  Lord,  J  hatcand  love  to  write  to 
vou  ;  it  gives  me  plcafarc,  and  kills  me  witl>  mclan- 
cholv.  The  d —  take  Stnjjidity,  that  it  will  not  come 
to  l'u]>ply  the  want  of  Philolophy. 

J.  r.    r  T  E  R     xi.ir. 

J  rom  I)r  .S  w  i  »  r. 

iv>.  31,  17  w. 
■vrOU  were  {0  careful  of  llnding  mc  the  Duiici.id, 
•*     that  1  have  received  live  of  them,  and  have  plea- 
fed  luui  Irituds.     1  am  one  o!   every  b&dy  who  ap- 
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prove  every  part  of  it,  text  and  comment;  Lut  am 
one  abftradted  from  every  body,  in  the  happinefs  of 
being  recorded  your  friend,  while  wit,  and  humour, 
and  politcnefs  lliall  have  any  memorial  among  us. 
As  for  your  oA'avo  edition,  we  know  nuthing  of  it  ;■ 
for  we  have  an  octavo  of  our  own,  which  hath  fold 
■wonderfully,  confidcring  our  poverty,  and  dulnei's 
the  confequence  of  it. 

1  writ  thii,  pofl;  to  Lord  B.  and  tell  him  in  my  let- 
ter, that,  with  a  great  deal  of  love  for  a  frolic,  I  will 
fly  as  foon  as  build;  1  have  neither  years,-  nor  fpi- 
rits,  nor  money,  nor  patience  for  lucli  amufements. 
The  frolic  is  gone  off,  and  1  ain  only  ico  1.  ths 
poorer.  But  this  kingdom  is  grown  fo  exceflivciy 
poor,  that  we  Avile  men  mult  think  of  nothing  but- 
getting  a  little  ready  money.  It  is  thought  tlitre  aie 
not  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  ip.ecle  in  the 
whole  ifland;  for  we  return  thrice  as  much  to  our 
abfentees  as  we  get'by  trade,  and  i'o  are  all  inevitahiy 
undone;  which  I  liave  been  telling  them  in  print 
theie  ten  years,  to  as  little  purpofc  as  if  it  came  from, 
the  pulpit  :  and  this  is  enough  for  Iriili  politics, 
which  1  only  mention,  becaufe  it  Co  nearly  touches 
niylelf.  I  mud  repeat  what,  1  believe,  I  have  faid 
before,  that  I  pity  you  much  more  than  Mrs  Pope. 
Such  a  parent  r.nd  friend,  hourly  declining  btfcire 
your  eyes  is  an  objcd;  very  uniit  for  your  health,  and- 
duty,  and  tender  dilpofition ;  and  1  pray  God  it  may 
not  affect  you  too  much.  1  am  as  much  fatisiied. 
that  your  additional  too  1.  per  annum  is  for  yoiir  lite 
as  if  it  were  for  ever.  You  liave  enough  to  leave 
your  friends:  I  would  not  have  tJiem  glad  to  be  rid 
of  you;  and  I  fliall  take  care  that  none  but  my  ene- 
mies will  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  nic.  You  have  em- 
broiled mc  with  Lord  B —  about  the  fij»ure  of  living, 
L  s 
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Tiiul  the  pIcaAirc  of  giving.  I  am  under  tL<  ncccf- 
<iiy  i>t  !omc  little  paltry  ligurc  iii  the  (Nation  1  am; 
but  I  make  it  a$  little  as  potTiblr.  As  to  the  other 
part,  you  arc  bafc,  bccaul'c  I  thought  myself  as  great 
a  givfr  as  ever  was  oJ'  my  altitily  ;  aad  yet,  in  pro- 
portion you  ciKccd,  and  have  kept  it  till  now  a  I'c- 
rrct  even  from  me,  when  I  wondered  how  you  were 
alile  to  l»vc  with  your  whole  little  revenue. 

LETTER       XLIII. 
Lord   COLISGBROKE    toDrSwiFT. 

NCT.     1(),     17,9. 

r  F  1  N  D  that  you  have  laid  afidc  your  projcCl  of 
building  in  Ireland,  and  that  we  fhall  fee  you  in 
I  hi;,  illand  <«'«  Zt/>(!'»'H,  i7  hirundlne  prima.  1  knoN^ 
not  whetlier  the  love  of  fame  incrrafes  as  we  advance, 
jn  age;  lure  I  am  that  the  force  of  fricndlliip  docf. 
1  lov'd  you  almoll  twenty  years  ago,  ]  thought  of  yoti 
.1.  well  as  I  do  now,  better  was  beyond  the  power 
ii{  conception,  or,  to  avoid  an  equivoque,  beyond  the 
rxteut  of  my  ideas.  Whether  you  are  more  o!i!igcil 
to  me  for  loving  you  as  well  when  I  knew  you  Icf! , 
or  for  loving  you  as  well  after  loving  you  (o  many 
vcarj,  I  tliall  not  tietermine.  What  1  would  fay  is 
this:  wliilfl  n»y  mind  grows  daily  more  int'epcndent 
of  the  world,  and  feels  lefs  need  of  leaning  on  et- 
tcrn:il  objevi-^s,  the  iJc.is  of  friendlliip  return  oftner, 
tiicy  bill"  me,  they  warn*  me  more:  is.it  that  wc 
orow  more  tender  as  the  inomcnt  of  our  great  fepa- 
..tion  approaches  ?  or  is  it  that  they  who  are  to  live 
1  ;cther  in  another  flate,  (for  vera  cnuitin  r.ox  r.ifi 
irii,r  tcitoi)  lK"gin  to  feel  more  (honjdy  that  divine 
fympathy  which  is  to  be  the  great  band  of  t!>cir  fu- 
ture focietv?  There  is  no  one  thought  which  foothc* 
my  miiid  like  this :  I  cncourajje  my  iirajinarioxi  \^ 
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purfue  it,  and  am  heartily  afilicled  when  another 
facuhy  *  of  the  intclleci  comes  boifierouily  in,  and 
wakes  me  from  lb  pleaUng  a  dream,  if  it  be  a  dream. 
i  will  dwell  no  more  oa  Oeconomics  than  1  have 
done  in  my  former  letter.  Thus  much  only  I  will 
fav,  that  otitijri  cum  cigmlate  is  to  be  had  with  ioo  /. 
a-year  as  well  as  with  5000:  the  diflcrence  will  be 
found  in  the  value  of  the  man,  and  not  in  that  of 
the  eflate.  I  do  afTure  you,  that  I  have  never  quitted 
the  defign  of  collecting,  revifmg,  improving,  and 
extending  feveral  materials  which  are  ftill  in  my 
power ;  and  1  liope  that  the  time  of  letting  myfclf 
about  this  lafl;  work  of  my  life  is  not  far  off.  Many 
papers  of  much  cuiiofity  and  importance  are  loft, 
and  Ibme  of  them  in  a  manner  which  would  furprize 
and  anger  you.  However,  I  fliall  be  able  to  convey 
fevcral  great  truths  to  pofterity,  fo  ckarly  and  {m 
autlientically,  that  the  Burnett  and  Oldmixons  of 
another  age  may  rail,  but  not  be  able  to  deceive. 
Adieu,  my  friend.  I  have  taken  up  more  of  this 
paper  than  belongs  to  me,  fuice  Pope  is  to  'write  to 
you  ;  no  matter,  for,  upon  recollection,  the  rules  of 
proportion  are  net  broken  ;  he  will  fay  as  much  to 
you  in  one  page,  as  I  have  faid  in  three.  Bid  him 
talk  to  you  of  the  work  he  is  about,  I  hope  in  good 
earnefl ;  it  is  a  fine  one,  and  will  be,  In  hib  hands,. 

*  Viz.  Reafin.  Tully  (or,  -.That  is  niuc'i  the  fame,  his 
diTciple)  obfenes  foniclliin;  like  this  on  (he  like  occalicin, 
wline,  (peaking  of  Plato's  famous  Book  of  the  Soul,  he  fays, 
At/ijo  (juQinotlti,  t'.um  h^o,  adjentinr  :  cum  pofui  till um,  tt- 
nici-um  ipfe  de  immortalit.ite  animorum  azpi  cugitare,  a<i- 
fciilio  ilLi  omnis  elabitur.  Cicero  fcems  to  have  liatl  but  a 
confufed  notion  of  the  caufe,  which  the  Letter-writer  has 
liere  explaiiitd,  namtly,  that  the  imii^iHution  is  alwa)s 
reedy  to  indulge  fo  (idtttring  an  idea,  but  feverer  reafi;n 
corrects  and  difclaims  it.  As  toRelifion,  tliat  is  out  of  the 
qiitftion ;  for  'fully  wrote  to  his  fnv  phiiulopl.it  irieiids. 
L   ^ 
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nn  wri^Inal  *.  His  folc  complaiiu  is,  thnt  he  finds  it 
too  aaly  in  the  execution.  This  (litters  his  lazincls, 
it  flatters  my  judgment,  who  alwiys  thouj^ht  th:it 
(iioiverfal  as  his  talents  arc)  this  is  eminently  and 
peculiarly  his,  above  all  the  writer*  1  know  living  or 
dead;  I  cU)  not  except  Horace, 

Adieu. 
1.    E    T    T    E    R       XLIV. 

Nov.  }3,  17:0. 

•-r-^HIS  letter  (like  all  mine)  will  be  a  rhapfotly ; 

it  is  inany  years  a;^o  fmre  I  wrote  as  a  wit. 

'  nv  many  occurrences  or   iiiJormations  muft  one 

•nit,  if  one  determined   to  «l;y  nothing  that  one 

.'.uild  not  lay  prettily!  I  lately  received  from  the 

widow  of  one  dead  correfpondcnt,  and  the  father  01 

anorhcr,  fcvcral  of  my  o\mi   ktrcrs  of  about  Jjftc<:a 

and  twenty  years  old;  and  it  was  not  unentcrtaininj 

to  myfelf  to  ob!cr\'C,  how,  and   by  what  dfj;rcc., 

T  cralcd  to  be  a  witty  writer;   as  cither  my  c.rpc- 

ncc  grew  on  the  one  hand,  or  my  iflciflicn  to  my 

rrt'fpondents  on  the  other.     Now  as  I  love  you 

Littler  than  mod  1  have  ever  met  with  in  the  world, 

and  cftetin  you  too  the  more,  the  lonj^cr  I  have  com- 

par'd  YOU  with  the  reft  «»i  the  world;  io  inevitably 

1  write  to  ):>n  mor«;  negligently,  that  is,  more  oj^n- 

'Iv,  and  v/hat  all  but  luch  as  love  one  anuthtr  wiM 

cill  writing  worlc.   I  finile  to  think  how  Curl!  would 

bi.  bit,  were  our  ITpinies  to  fall  into  iiis  hands,  and 

how  gl'^rionfly  they  would  fall  iliort.of  every  ingc- 

..\j»'.  Trader's  ejpeiflaiic>ns ! 

\ou  can't  imaijine  what  a  vanity  it   is  to  me,  to 

i*;ive  fomcthing  to  rebuke  yim  for  in  the  way  ol  cc- 

jnomy.     1  love  the  man  that   builds  a  houfc /<.',/« 

,<.••,  and  makes  a  wall  for  a  horft ;   ihcQ  aici, 

•  hil.iv  0:1  M  11. 
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"  Wc  Avife  men  muft  think  of  nothing  but  getting 
"  ready  money."  I  am  glad  you  approve  my  an- 
nuity;  all  v.'c  have  in  this  ■world  is  no  more- than  an 
annuity,  as  to  our  own  enjoyment;  but  I  will  in- 
crcafe  your  regard  for  my  v/ifdom,  and  tell  you,  that 
this  annuity  includes  alfo  the  life  of  another  *, 
whofc  concern  ought  to  be  as  near  me  as  my  own, 
and  with  whom  my  whole  profpects  «ught  to  finillu 
1  throw  my  javelin  ofhope.no  farther;  "  Cur  brevi 
"  fortes  jaculamur  zvo," — ire. 

The  fceond  (as  it  is  called,  but  indeed  the  eighth) 
edition  of  the  Diinciad,  with  fome  additional  notes 
and  epigrams,  fliall  be  fent  you,  if  1  kuov/  any  op- 
portunity :  if  they  reprint  it  with  you,  let  ihcm  by 

all  means  follow  that  octavo  edition. The  Dra- 

pier's  letters  are  again  printed  here,  very  laudably 
as  to  paper,  print,  ire.  for  you  know  I  difapprovc 
Jrilli  politics,  (as  my  commentator  tells  you),  being 
a  ftrong  and  jealous  fiibjedb  of  England.  I'he  Lady 
you  mention,  you  ought  not  to  complain  of  for  not 
acknowledging  your  prefent ;  llie  h?..ving  lately  re- 
ceived a  mucii  richer  prefent  from  Mr  Knight  of  the 
S.  Sea;  and  you  are  fenfible  ilie  cannot  ever  return 
it  to  one  in  the  condition  of  an  out-law.  'Tis  cer- 
tain, as  he  can  never  expert  any  favour  *,  his  mo- 
tive muft  be  wholly  dilintereded.  Will  not  tliis  re- 
flcclion  make  you  bluHi  ?  Your  continual  deplorings 
i-)i  Ireland  make  me  wiili  yen.  were  here  long  enougli: 
to  forget  thole  fcencs  that  fo  afflict  you  :  1  am  only 
in  fear  if  you  were,  you  would  grow  fuch  a  patriots 
here  too,  as  not  to  be  quite  at  eafe,  for  your  love  of 
Old  Lugland.—  It  is  very  pollible,  your  journey,  ia 

♦  His  MutlitrV. 
*  He  wsjm"ftaken  in  tlii-;.   Mr  Knifihtvras  parJonfri,  an«L 
c.:;iic  liuiuc  1h  Uic  }c;ir  :7<1^. 
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the  time  I  compute,  might  exadHy  tally  with  my  in- 
tepclcd  one  to  you;  and  if  you  mull  loon  again  go 
back,  you  would  dqi  bcunaltcndcd.  For  the  pour 
Avoman  decays  perceptibly  every  jvcck ;  and  the 
winter  may  too  probably  put  an  end  to  a  very  long, 
and  a  very  irreproachable  lite.  My  cnnflaiit  atten- 
dance on  liLT  docs  indeed  aiTcd  my  mind  very  much, 
and  Icllcn  extremely  my  delires  of  long  Uic ;  fmcc  I 
fee  the  bed  that  can  come  of  it  is  a  milcrablc  btnc- 
diiflioii.  I  look  upon  mylclf  to  be  many  ycais  older 
in  two  years  fince  you  law  me  :  the  natural  imhc- 
cillity  of  ni)'  liody,  joined  now  to  this  acquired  old 
age  of  the  mind,  makes  me  at  Icafl  as  old  as  you, 
and  we  are  the  titter  to  crawl  down  the  hill  toj;c- 
thcr;  I  only  dcfirc  I  may  be  able  to  keep  pace  with 
you.  My  lirft  friendlhip  at  fixtccu,  was  contracted 
with  a  man  of  icvcnty,  and  I  found  him  not  grave 
enough  or  confiftcnt  enough  for  me,  though  we  lived 
well  to  his  death.  I  fpcak  of  old  Mr  Wjchcrley ; 
iiivnc  letters  of  whom,  (by  the  bye),  ant!  <;f  mine, 
the  booklcUcrs  have  got  and  printed,  not  witiiout 
tlicconcurrcnrc  of  a  noble  friend  of  mint  and  yours  '. 
I  don't  much  approve  of  it ;  though  tlicrc  is  nothing 
for  me  to  be  alliaiv.cd  of,  bccaulc  1  will  not  be  a- 
(liamed  of  iny  thing  1  do  net  dc  myfclf,  or  of  any 
thing  that  is  not  immoral,  L>ut  merely  dull  (as  for 
inll.uice,  if  they  printed  this  letter  I  am  now  writing, 
which  they  ealtly  may,  if  the  underlings  at  the  I'clt- 
ofiirc  plta!c  to  take  a  copy  of  it.)  1  admire,  on  thU 
conliJeTatinu,  your  fending  your  lafk  to  ine  tjuitc 
open,  without  a  leal,  wafer,  or  :u5y  clolcr  uliaicvcr, 
maoifcning  the  utt-'r  opcnDsf.^  of  the  writer.  I 
would  do  the  fame  by  this,  but  fear  it  would  L 

•  Spc  rtie  ort-»rinn.  in  fhe  r<rco;i<l  and  third  p»ragrsp'. 
tlte  l>icr.ice'  to  l!ae  UtH.  VviuDic  oi  Letun. 
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like  afi'edlatioii  to  ftnd  two  letters  fo  together.  —  I 
^^'i!l  full}' repreient  to  our  friend  (and,  I  doubt  not, 
it  will  touch  his  heart)  what  you  fo  feelingly  fet 
forth  as  lo  the  badncfs  of  your  Burgundy,  &c.  He 
is  an  extreme  honeft  man,  and  indeed  ought  to  be 
ib,  confidering  how  very  indilcreet  and  unrelerved 
he  is  :  but  I  do  not  approve  this  part  of  his  cha- 
recter,  and  will  never  join  with  hiai  ia  any  of  his 
idlenefles  in  the  way  of  wit.  You  know  my  maxim 
to  keep  as  clear  of  all  cfTence,  as  1  am  clear  of  all 
intereft  iu  either  party.  I  was  once  difpleafed  be- 
fore at  you,  for  complaining  to  Mr of  my  not 

having  a  penfion,  and  am  lo  again  at  your  naming 
it  to  a  certain  Lord.  1  have  given  proof  in  the 
courfe  of  my  whole  life,  (from  the  time  when  1  was 
in  thelrieadlliipof  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr  Cragga, 
even  to  this,  when  I  am  civilly  treated  by  Sir  R. 
Vralpole),  that  I  never  thought  riiyfelf  ib  warm,  in 
any  party's  caufe  as  to  deferve  their  money,  and 
therefore  would  never  have  accepted  it  :  but  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  of  ail  mankind  the  two 
penbns  I  would  lead  have  accepted  any  favour 
from,  are  thoie  very  two  to  whom  you  have  iia- 
luckily  fpoken  of  it.  1  deiire  you,  to  take  ofT  any 
imprelhons  which  that  dialogue  may  have  left  on 
his  Lordlhip's  mind,  as  if  i  ever  had,  any  thought  of 
being  beholden  to  him  or  any  other,  in  that  way. 
And  yet,  you  know  1  am  no  enemy  to  the  p refent 
conftitution  ;  I  believe,  as  ftncere  a  wcU-wiilier  to  it, 
nay,  even  to  the  church  eflabliflied,  as  any  minifler 
in,  or  out  of  employment  whatever,  or  any  bifliop 
of  England  or  Ireland  :  yet  am  I  of  the  religion  of 
Erafraus,  a  Catholic;  fo  Hive,  fo  I  fliall  die ;  and 
hope  one  day  to  nieet  you,  Biftiop  Attcrbury,  the 
younger  Craggs,    Dr  Garth,_  Dean  Berkeley,   and 
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Mr  Hutchtnfon,  in  tliat   r'-^"^f'     To  wliich  Cod  of 
his  infinite  mercy  bring  \i>,  and  every  btxlv. 

Lord  B  s  anfvvcr  to  your  letter  I  have  uilt  received, 
and  join  it  to  this  paekct.  'J'hcwork  he  fpeak.-i  of 
^vith  I'ucU  abundant  partiality^  i.  a  Tydem  of  cthic3 
iu  the  Horatiao  way. 

L    E    T    T    E    R       XLV. 

April  14,  17J0. 
nr-i  HIS  if  a  letter  extraordinary,  to  do  and  fay  :io* 
thing  but  to  recommend  to  you  (as  a  clergy- 
man, and  a  char-table  one)  a  pious  and  u  good  work, 
and  for  a  good  and  honcft  man  :  moreover,  he  is 
above  fcienty,  and  poor,  which  vou  might  thi:i!c 
included  in  the  word  honcft.  I  lliall  think  it  a  kind' 
ncfs  done  nnfelf,  if  you  can  propagate  Mr  \\'cftIe>-'5 
fubfcription  for  his  coninientar)*  on  Job,  among 
your  divines,  (bifliops  excepted,  of  whom  there  is 
no  liope),  and  among  fuch  .is  are  bclicvtrr ,  or  read* 
ers  of  fcrijrture.  Even  the  curious  may  find  fomc- 
thinp  to  pleafc  them,  if  they  loom  to  be  edified.  It 
has  been  the  labour  of  eij;ht  years  of  this  learned 
man's  lift;  1  cr.ll  him  what  he  is,  a  learned  man, 
and  I  engage  ytiu  wiif  approve  his  profc  more  than 
you  formerly  cotild  his  pnetry.  Lord  Bolin^^^rokc 
IS  a  favourer  of  it,  and  allows  you  to  do  your  licft  to 
fcrve  an  old  Tory,  and  a  fuiHrrcr  for  the  church  t ; 
England,  though  you  arc  a  Whig,  as  I  am. 

Wc  have  here  fomc  vcrfcs  in  yonr  name,  irliich  I 
am  angry  at.  Sure  you  would  not  ufe  mc  fo  ill  as 
to  flatter  me !  1  therefore  think  it  is  fomc  other 
vcak  IriOiman. 

P.  S.    1  did  not  take  the  pen  out  of  Pope's  hands, 
)  proteft  to  you  ;    but  fmcc  he  will  not  fill  the  r. 
aiaindcr  of  the  page,  I  thiuk  1  may  nithout  uQcu.  -. 
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I'feek  no  epiflolary  fame,  but  am  a  good  deal  plcafcd 
to  think  that  it  will  be  known  hereafter  that  yon 
and  I  lived  in  the  moft  friendly  intimacy  together. 
—  Pliny  writ  his  letters  for  the  public,  fo  did  Seneca, 
fo  did  Balfac,  Voiture,  &c.  Tully  did  not,  and  there- 
fore thefe  give  us  more  pleafure  than  any  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  antiquity.  When  we 
read  them,  we  pry  into  a  fecret  which  was  intended 
to  be  kept  from  us.  Tl>at  is  a  pleafure.  We  fee 
C;u:o,  and  Rrutus,  and  Pompey,  and  others,  fuch  as 
they  really  were,  and  not  fuch  as  the  gaping  multitude 
of  tlicir  own  age  took  them  to  be,  or  as  hlfloriaiis  and 
poets  have  reprefented  them  to  ours  :  that  is  another 
pleafure.  I  remember  to  have  feen  a  procellion  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  wherein  an  image  of  Charlemagne  is 
carried  on  the  llioulders  of  a  man,  who  is  liid  by  the 
long  robe  of  the  imperial  Saint.  Follow  him  into 
the  veftry,  you  lee  the  bearer  flip  from  under  the 
robe,  and  the  gigantic  figure  dwindles  into  an  image 
of  the  ordinary  lize,  and  is  fet  by  among  other  lum- 
ber  1  agree  much  with  Pope,  that  our  climate  is 

i-ather  better  than  th^t  you  are  in ;  and  perhaps  your 
public  fpirit  would  be  lefs  grieved,  or  oftner  com- 
forted, here  than  there.  Come  to  us,  therefore,  on 
a  vifit  at  Icaft.  It  will  not  be  the  fault  of  feveral 
perfons  here,  if  you  do  not  come  to  live  with  us. 
But  great  good-will  and  little  power  produce  fuch 
How  and  feeble  effefls  as  can  be  acceptable  to  Hea- 
ven alone,  and  heavenly  men. 1  know  you  will 

be  angry  with  me,  if  I  fay  nothing  to  you  of  a  poor 
woman,  who  is  (IHl  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water 
in  a  mod  languifliing  ftate  of  health.  If  flie  regains 
ftrength  enough  to  come  over  (and  flie  is  better 
within  a  few  weeks)  I  fliall  nurfe  her  in  this  farm 
with  all  the  care  and  tcndcrncfs  poflible  :  if  flie  decs 
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not,  I  mud  pay  her  the  l.ift  duty  of  fricndfliip  wh-rr- 
cyer  flit  is,  though  I  hrtak  through  the  whole  plan 
of  hfc  which  I  liavc  form'd  in  mv  mind.  Adieu.  I 
am  moii  faithfully  aad  alTcif^ionately  your>. 

LETTER       Xl.VI. 

Lord  B.  to  Dr  S  w  I  F  r. 

Jan.  f73o.-v. 
T  BE  G  T  N  my  letter  bytellingyou,  that  my  wile  li.i* 
been  returned  from  abroad  about  a  month,  and 
that  her  health,  tliough  fctblc  Rnd  precarious,  is 
better  than  it  has  been  thtfc  two  ye.tr».  She  is 
much  your  fervant,  ar.d  as  flie  has  been  her  own 
phyfician  with  Tome  fuccffs,  imagines  flie  could  Ix: 
yours  with  the  Tame.  Would  to  God  you  was  with- 
in her  reach.  She  would,  I  believe,  prcfcribc  a  great 
deal  of  the  medktna  ammi,  without  having  rccourfc  to 
the  books  of  Trifmegiftus.  Pope  and  I  ihouid  l>e 
her  principal  apothecaries  in  the  courJc  of  the  curi ; 
and  though  our  bell  botanifls  complain,  tliat  iew  of 
tlic  herbs  and  fimples  which  go  to  the  compofition 
of  thcfc  remedies,  arc  to  be  found  at  prefcnt  in  our 
foil,  )xt  there  arc  more  of  them  here  than  in  Ireland; 
belidijs,  by  the  help  of  a  little  chemiftr)-,  the  moft 
noxious  juices  may  become  falubrlous,  and  rank 
poifon  a  fpccific. —  Pope  is  now  in  my  libr.iry  with 
mc,  and  writes  to  the  world,  to  the  prefcnt  and  fu- 
ture ages,  whilft  I  begin  this  letter  wliich  he  is  to 
finifli  to  you.  What  giHjd  he  will  do  to  mankind  I 
know  not ;  this  comfort  he  may  be  fiire  of,  he  can- 
not do  Ids  than  you  have  done  before  him.  J  have 
ibme  times  thought,  that  if  prc.ichers,  hangmen, 
and  moral  writers  keep  vice  at  a  dand,  or  fo  ir.v  i 
as  retard  the  progrcfs  of  it,  they  do  as  much  aj  hu- 
sun  oaturc  admit; ;  a  real  rcioimation  is  not  to  be 
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in 


biouglit  about  by  ordinary  means  :  it  lequir^s  tliofe 
extraordinary  means  which  become  punifliments  as 
well  as  ielTons  :  national  corruption  mud  be  purged 
by  national  calamities. — Let  us  hear  from  you.  We 
deferve  this  attention  becaufe  wc  defire  it,  and  bc- 
caule  we  believe  that  you  delire  to  hear  from  us. 

LETTER       XL  VII. 

Lord   B  O  L  I  N  G  B  R  O  K  E    to   Dr  S  W  I  F  T. 

March  2i^. 
T  HAVE  delayed  fevtral  pofls  aniwering  ydur 
letter  of  January  laft,  in  hopes  -of  being  able  to 
fpcak  to  you  about  a  projeA  which  concerns  us 
both,  but  me  the  mofl,  fince  the  fuccefs  of  it  would 
bring  us  together.  It  has  been  a  good  wliile  in  nsy 
head,  and  at  my  heart :  if  it  can  be  let  a-going,  you 
fliall  hear  more  of  it.  I  was  ill  in  the  bcgitining  of 
the  winter  for  near  a  week^  but  in  no  danger  either 
from  the  nature  of  my  diftemper,  or  from  the  atten- 
dance of  three  phyficians.  Since  that  bilious  inter- 
mitting fever,  1  have  bad,  as  I  had  before,  better 
healtli  than  the  regard  I  have  paid  to  health  de- 
ferves.  We  are  both  in  the  decline  of  life,  my  diav 
Dean,  and  have  been  fome  years  going  down  the  liill  ; 
let  us  make  the  paflVige  as  fmooth  as  we  can.  Let 
us  fence  againfl:  phyfical  evil  by  care,  and  the  ufc  of 
thofe  means  whicii  experience  mufl  have  pointed  out 
to  us  :  let  us  fence  againft  moral  evil  by  philo- 
fophy.  I  renounce  tlie  alternative  you  propolc;  but 
we  may',  nay,  (if  we  will  follow  nature,  and  do  not 
work  up  imagination  againft  her  plaineft  dictates), 
we  fliall  of  courfe  grow  every  year  more  inJiiTeunc 
to  life,  and  to  the  allairs  and  interefts  of  a  fyrteni 
out  of  which  we  are  ibon  to  go.  This  is  much  bet- 
ter than  ftiipidity.  'I'he  decay  of  pallion  ftrengthens 
philofophy  ;  for  pallion  may  decay,  and  ftupidity 
Vol.  will  M 
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not  fucceed.  Pufffm  (lays  Pope,  our  divine,  as  VOO 
■will  fee  one  time  or  other)  arc  the  ^alcs  of  life  :  let 
us  not  complain  that  they  do  not  blow  a  flornt. 
What  hurt  docs  agt  do  us,  in  fubduiug  what  we  toil 
to  lubdue  all  our  lives  ?  It  is  now  )ix  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  1  iccall  the  time  (and  am  glad  it  is  over) 
•when  about  this  hour  1  uiVd  to  be  go\v.^  to  bed.fur- 
fcited  with  picafure,  or  jaded  with  bufmers  ;  my 
head  often  full  of  Ichcmcs,  and  my  heart  2ii  often 
full  of  anxiety,  is  it  a  misfortune,  think  you,  that 
3  rife  at  tl>is  hour,  rclrellied,  ferene,  and  calm  ? 
that  the  pafl,  and  eren  the  prefent  atfiirs  of  Hfc, 
^ftand  like  obje^lts  at  a  diftancc  from  me,  where  I 
can  keep  ofi"  the  dilagrteable  fo  as  not  to  be  (Irongly 
atFcdled  by  them,  and  from  whence  I  can  draw  tl)e 
Others  nearer  to  me  ?  I'airu.ns  in  their  force  would 
bring  all  thcfe,  nay  even  future  contiiipcnries,  about 
my  cars  at  once,  and  Keal'on  would  but  ill  defend 
'me  in  the  fcuffle. 

I  leave  Pope  to  fp«rak  for  himfclf,  but  I  muft  tefl 
vou  how  much  my  wife  is  obliged  to  you.  She  lays, 
{he  would  find  ftrength  enough  to  iiurl'e  you,  if  you 
was  here,  and  yet,  CJod  knows,  flic  is  extremely 
wcftk.  The  (low  fever  works  under,  antl  mines  the 
ccnRitution  ;  we  keep  it  off  tbmctimes,  but  ftiil  it 
returns,  and  makes  new  breuches  before  Nature  can 
repair  the  old  ones.  1  xm  not  afliamcd  to  fay  to 
you,  that  I  admire  her  more  every  liour  of  my  life  j 
Death  is  not  to  her  the  King  of  Terrors :  (he  be- 
holds him  witlioMt  tke  leafl.  Whtuflic  futlcrs  much, 
flie  w^hc^  for  him  as  a  deliverer  from  \w\\  ;  wl.-  n 
life  is  tolerable,  llie  lo«.iks  un  hiai  with  dillil':  . 
bccaiife  he  i<i  tu  Icparaie  her  from  thole  fticnd>  • 
whoiu  fi.e  is  nutrc  altacheil  th^n  to  lile  iticll.— 'S  <  : 
liiall  not  Aay  for  my  next,  as  Icn^  ab  you  ha\e  d<.  i. 
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fftr  this  letter ;  and  in  every  one  Pope  Hiall  write 
fomething  mucii  better  than  the  fcraps  of  old  philo- 
fophers,  which  were  the  prefents,  muni'fcula,  that  ftoi- 
cal  fop  Seneca  ufed  to  fend  in  every  epifUc  to  his 
friend  Liicilius. 

P.  S.  My  Lord  has  fpoken  juflly  of  his  lady  :  why 
not  I  of  mymotiierr  Yeflerday  was  her  birth-day, 
now  entering  on  the  ninety-fun:  year  of  her  age  :  her 
memory  much  diminifli'd,  but  her  feafes  very  littis 
hurt,  her  light  and  hearing  good  :  llie  Oeeps  not  ill, 
eats  moderately,  drinks  water,  fays  her  prayers  ;  this 
is  all  fhe  does.  I  have  reafon  to  thank  God  for  con- 
tinuing fo  long  to  me  a  very  good  and  tender  parent, 
and  for  allowing  me  to  exercife,  for  fonie  years,  ihofe 
cares  which  are  now  as  necefl'ary  to  her  as  hers  have 
been  to  me.  An  objecft  of  this  fort  daily  before  one's 
eyes  very  much  foftens  the  mind,  but  perhaps  may 
hinder  it  from  the  willingnefs  of  contratSling  other 
ties  of  the  like  domeftic  nature,  when  one  finds 
how  painful  it  is  even  to  enjoy  the  tender  pleafures, 
I  have  formerly  made  fome  ftrong  efforts  to  get  and 
to  deferve  a  friend  :  perhaps  it  were  wifcr  never  to 
attempt  it,  but  live  extempore,  and  look  upon  the 
world  only  as  a  plaqe  to  pafs  tLro',  juft  pay  your 
bolls  their  due,  difpcrfe  a  little  charity,  and  hurry 
on.  Yet  I  am  juft  now  writing  (or  rathey  planning) 
a  book,  to  make  mankind  look  upon  this  life  with 
comfort  and  pleafurc,  and  put  mojrtallty  in  good  hu- 
mour.— And  juft  now  too,  I  am  going  to  fee  one  I 
love  very  tenderly  ;  and  to-morrow  to  entertain  feve- 
lal  civil  people,  whom  if  we  call  friends,  it  Is  by  the 
courtely  of  England. — Sic,  Jlc  jiniat  ire  fub  tintbroi. 
While  we  do  live,  we  mufl  make  the  bell  of  life, 
"  Cantantes  licet  uftjue  (minus  via  ladct)  earaus," 
M  a 
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as  the  fhcphcrd  /aiJ  in  Virgil,  when  the  road  wa* 
long  and  heavy.     J  atn  yours. 

LETTER       XLVI.I. 

Lord  BoLiNGBROKE   to  Dr  Swift. 

~r^  OV  may  afTurc  yourfclf,  that  if  you  come  over 
^  this  fpritig,  you  will  find  mc  not  only  got  Ixick 
into  the  habits  of  ftudy,  but  devoted  to  that  hiflorical 
tafk  whicli  you  have  let  me  thcfc  many  years.  I 
am  in  hopes  of  fome  materials  which  will  enable  mc 
to  work  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  plan  I  projxife  to 
myfelf.  If  they  arc  not  to  be  had,  I  miifl  accommo- 
flatc  my  plan  to  this  tlcficienry.  In  the  mean  time 
J'opc  has  given  me  more  trouble  than  he  or  1  thought 
of;  and  you  will  be  furpriCed  to  find  that  I  have 
been  parlly  drawn  by  him  and  partly  by  myfclf,  to 
write  a  pretty  large  volume  upon  .a  vet)-  grave  and 
important  fuiijeCl ;  that  F  have  ventured  to  pay  no 
rcjard  whatever  to  any  authority  except  facrcd  au- 
thority; and  that  Tliave  ventured  to  flart  a  thought 
ivhich  muft,  if  it  is  pufli'd  a^^  fucccfsfully  as  1  think 
it  is,  render  nil  your  metaphyfKal  theology  both  ri- 
diculous and  abominable.  'J'l»tre  is  an  expreliioa 
in  one  of  your  letters  to  mc,  which  makes  mc  l>e- 
licvc  you  will  eomc  into  my  way  of  thiuking  on  th'S 
lubjcifl ;  and  yet  I  am  porfuadtd  that  divine;,  and 
freethinkers  would  lK>ih  be  clamorous  .ngainfl  it,  if 
it  wa<  to  be  fubmitted  to  their  cciifurc,  as  I  do  not 
intend  that  it  fliall.  The  paflagc  1  mean  is  that 
where  you  fay,  that  you  told  Dr — ,  the  gr.-^nd  points 
of  Chriflianity  ought  to  be  taken  as  infallible  rcvc* 
lations  ",  &c. 

•  In  l!ii»  matlti  «!'  hi-nittf^  Jhln'i  anil  free-th!ilinr 
j>oliticiani  jgrrc;  thr  one,  for  fnr  of  H'ftii'hing  ilir  rflj- 
klidiril  rri;gi.  n  ;  thr  utlir,  left  tliat  rf  I'.iirbanf  (h.-uld 
prove  iiij  riuus  to  thrir  ailni'itiiflratiou  uf  ^uicrr.nieiil. 
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It  has  happened  that,  whilft  I  was  writing  this  to 
you,  the  Doctor  came  to  make  me  a  vilit  from  Lon- 
don, where  I  heard  he  was  arrived  fome  time  ago  : 
he  was  in  Iiafte  to  return,  and  is,  I  perceive,  in  great 
hafte  to  print.  He  left  with  me  eight  dilTcrtations  f , 
a  fmall  part,  as  I  underftand,  of  h's  work,  and  dt- 
fired  me  to  perufe,  confider,  and  obfcrve  upon  them 
againft  Monday  next, when  he  will  come  down  again. 
By  what  I  have  read  of  the  two  firft,  I  find  mylcif 
unable  to  ferve  him.  The  principles  he  rcafons  upoa 
arc  begged  in  a  difputatiou  of  tliib  fort,  and  the  man- 
ner of  realoniug  is  by  no  means  clofe  and  conclulive. 
The  lole  advice  I  could  give  him  in  confcience,  would 
be  that  which  he  would  take  ill,  and  not  follow.  [ 
will  get  rid  of  this  talk  as  well  as  f  can,  for  I  eftceni 
the  man,  and  lliould  be  forry  to  diloblige  him  where 
I  cannot  ferve  him. 

As  to  retirement  and  exercife,  your  notions  a»e 
true  ••  the  firft  fliould  not  be  indulged  fo  much  as  to- 
render  us  favage,  aor  the  laft  neglecfted  fo  as  to  im- 
pair health :  but  I  know  men  who,  for  fear  of  beino; 
lavage,  live  with  all  who  will  Uve  with  them;  and, 
who,  to  preferve  their  health,  faunter  away  half 
their  time.     Adieu  :  Pope  calls  for  the  paper. 

P.  S.  1  hope  what  goes  before  will  be  a  ftrong  m^'-- 
tive  to  your  coming.  God  knows  if  ever  1  fliall  ka 
Ireland  ;  I  fliall  never  defire  it,  if  you  can  be  g>^t 
hither,  or  kept  here.  Yet  1  think  I  fliall  be,  too  luon, 
a  freeman. — Your  rccomnicndations  I  conftantly  give 
to  thole. you.  mention;  tho'  fome  of  them  I  fee  but 
fcldom,  and  am  every  day  more  retired.  I  am  left 
fond  of  the  world,  and  lefs  curious  about  it :  yet  no 
■way  out  of  humour,  difappointed  or  angry  :  thy'  in. 

■J-  Tlsvelaiicn  eximincJ  with  Candour. 
U   3 
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my  way  I  receive  as  many  injuries  a?  my  bctfen, 
but  I  don't  feel  them,  therefore  I  ought  not  to  vet 
other  people,  nor  even  to  return  injuries.  I  pafs 
almofl  all  my  time  at  Dawlcy  and  at  home.  My  Lord 
(of  wliicli  I  partly  take  the  merit  to  myfelf)  is  as 
much  ellrangcd  from  politics  as  I  am.  Let  philofo- 
phy  be  ever  Co  vain,  it  is  lefs  vain  now  than  politics, 
and  not  quite  fo  vain  at  prcfent  as  divinity  :  I  know 
nothing  that  moves  (Vrongly  but  fatirc,  and  thofc 
who  arc  alliamcd  of  nothing  clfe,  arc  fo  of  being  ri- 
diculous. I  fancy,  if  wt  three  were  together  but  for 
three  years,  fomc  good  might  be  done  even  upon 
this  age. 

1  know  you'll  dcfire  fomc  account  of  my  health  ; 
it  is  as  ufiial,  but  my  fpirits  rather  worfe.  I  write 
little  or  nothing.  You  know  I  never  had  eithtr  a 
taQc  or  talent  for  politico,  and  the  world  minds  no- 
thing clfe.  I  have  pcrfonal  obligations  which  I  will 
ivcr  prtfcrvc,  to  men  of  dilTcrent  fides,  and  I  wiih 
puthing  fo  much  as  public  quiet,  except  it  Ih"  my 
«)\vn  ^uiet.  1  think  it  a  merit,  if  I  can  take  off  any 
man  from  grating  or  fatirical  fubjccks,  merely  on  the 
lirorc  of  party  :  and  it  is  the  grcattft  vanity  of  my 
life  that  I've  contributed  to  turn  my  Lord  Boling- 
brokc  to  fulvjee'^  moral,  ufiful,  and  more  worthy  his 

I'Cn.     Dr 's  lx)ok  is  what  I  can't  commend  fi> 

much  as  Dean  Berkley  s  ',  tho'  it  has  many  things 
ingenious  in  it,  and  is  not  dclkient  in  the  writing 
f.irt;  but  the  whole  book,  tlio"  he  meant  it  ad f^fu- 
Lin:,  io,  I  think,  purely  aJcU'wi:.     Adieu. 

•  CallM  r/u  Minute  PhiLfithtr, 
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Dr    S   W   I    F  T     to     Mr    G   A   Y, 
From  the  Year  1719,  to  5731  *o  . 

LETTER       XLTX. 

Dublin,  March  19,   Ij'if). 

ID  ENY  it.  I  do  write  to  you  according  to  the, 
eld  (tipulation;  for,  when  you  kept  your  olci 
company,  when  I  v.rit  to  one  I  writ  to  all.  But  I  aiu 
ready  to  enter  into  a  new  bargain  fincc  vou  are  got. 
into  a  new  world,  and  will  anfwcr  all  your  letters. 
You  are-firft:  to  prefent  my  mod  humble  refpcdis  to, 
the  Duchefs  of  Qiieenfberry,  and  let  her  know  that, 
I  never  dine  without  thinking  of  her,  although  it  be 
with  fome  difficulty  that  I  can  obey  her  when  1  dine 
with  forks  that  have  but  two  prongs,  and  when  the 
fauce  is  not  very  confident.  You  mud  likewife  tell 
her  Grace  that  flie  ib  a  general  toaft  among  all  honert 
folks  here,  and  particularly  at  the  Duanry,  even  in 
the  face  of  my  Whig  fubjeets, —  I  will  leave  my  mo 
ney  in  Lord.  Bathurft's  hands,  and  the  naanagemcnt 
t)f  it  (for  want  of  better)  in  yours  :  and  pray  keep 
the  intercft-moDey  in  a  bag  wrapt  up  andJealed  by 
itfclf,  for  fear  of  your  own  fingers  under  your  care- 
lirnhcfs.  Mr  Pope  talks  of  you  as  a  perfedi  Granger ; 
but  the  di£Fercnt  purfuits  and  manners  and  intcrefta 

♦  Foir  d   among  Mr  Gay'<;  ^larers,    anil    returiiM  to  Dr 
Svi'Si  by  the  Duke  of  CiS'^enibtrry  aud  Mr  Pcpe. 
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of  life,  as  Fortiinc  liutli  plcafcd  to  difpofc  thcin,  v.  i.l 
Bcytr  lutFer  thofe  to  live  together  \vi»o,  by  tlicir  iu- 
clinatioiis,  ouglit  never  to  part.  I  hope,  when  yon 
arc  rich  enough,  you  will  have  lomc  little  aconomy 
of  your  own  in  town  or  country,  and  he  able  to  give 
your  fricud  a  pint  of  port;  fur  the  dumcflic  feai'oii 
of  life  will  come  on.  1  had  never  much  hopes  of 
your  vainpt  play,  aithougli  Mr  Pope  rccjiicd  to  h.tvc, 
and  altliough  it  were  ever  fo  jrood  :  but  you  lliould 
have  done  like  the  parfons,  and  changed  your  tejt, 
1  mean  the  title,  and  the  names  of  the  pcrfons.  Af- 
ter all,  it  wns  an  cOlit  of  idicnef;-,  for  you  arc  in  the 
prime  of  life,  when  invcntntn  and  judgment  go  togr- 
tJier.  I  willi  you  had  loo  1.  a-ytar  more  for  horfes. — 
I  ride  and  walk  whenever  good  wcRlher  invites,  and 
am  reputed  the  bcft  wrJkcr  in  thi>  town  and  tivc 
miles  round.  I  writ  lately  to  Mr  Pope  :  I  wiili  you 
had  a  little  villakiu  in  his  neighbourhood  ;  but  you 
arc  yet  too  volatile,  and  any  lady  with  a  coach  aud 
fix  horfes  would  carry  you  to  Japan. 

L    r.    T    T    E     R       I.. 

DuSUn,  Not.  io,  i^j.j. 
"•■«-^HF.N  my   I  ovl    Petcrborow,   in  the  Queen., 
timi-,  went  abuxid  upon  his  emlviiries,  tliemi- 
r.'.nry  lold  me,  that  he  was  fuch  a  vagrant,  they  were 
•orccd  to  >vritc  nt  him  by  gutls.  bccaufc  they  knew 
'lot  where  to  wite  />)  him.      This  is   my  calc  with 
you  ;   fometinies   i:i   Scotland,  lomctimcs   at    Ham- 
ivalks,  lomttimcs   Cod  knows  where.     You  art  .-v 
man  of  bufinels,  and   not  at  kifurc  for  inCn^iticant 
corrcfpondcnce.     It  was  I  gi>t  yuu  the  employment 
of  being  my  lord  Duke's   prrmer  winitre :  for  hi 
f.race  having  heard   how  £(K'd  a  manager  you  wtr( 
at  ry  rcvcuuc,  though?  you  lit  to  be  caUuAed  wiiU 
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ten  talents.  I  have  had  twenty  times  ?.  fhong  incli- 
nation to  fpend  a  fummer  near  Salifbury-downs,  ha- 
ving rode  over  them  more  than  once,  and,  with  a 
young  parfon  of  Salilbury,  reckoned  twice  the  Hones 
of  Stonehenge,  which  are  cither  ninety-two  or  nine- 
ty-tliree.  I  defux  to  prefcnt  my  moft  humble  ac- 
knowledgments to  my  J.ady  Duchefs  in  return  of 
Jier  civility.  1  hear  an  ill  thing,  that  flie  is  rnatre 
ji:ilchra  filui  pulchrior  :  I  never  faw  her  fuice  llie  was  a. 
girl,  and  v.ould  be  angry  ilie  fhould  excel  her  mo- 
ther, who  was  long  my  principal  gcddefs.  I  defire 
you  will  tell  her  Grace,  that  the  ill  managem.ent  of 
forks  is  not  to  be  helped  when  they  are  only  biden- 
tial,  which  happens  in  all  poor  houfes,  efpecially 
thofc  of  poets ;  upon  which  account  a  knife  was  ab- 
folutcly  necefiary  at  Mr  Pope's,  where  it  was  morally 
impofi";ble  with  a  bidential  fork  to  convey  a  morfei. 
of  beef,  with  the  incumbrance  of  muftard  and  tur-. 
nips,  into  your  mouth  at  once  :  and  her  Grace  bath 
cofl  mc  thirty  pounds  to  provide  tridents  for  fear  of 
oTending  her,  which  fum  I  defire  llie  willplcafe  to 
return  mc. — I  am  fick  enough  to  go  to  the  Bath,  but 
have  not  heard  it  will  be  good  for  my  diforder.  I 
have  a  ftrong  mind  to  fpend  my  zco  1.  next  fummer. 
in  France  :  I  am  glad  I  have  it,  for  there  is  hardly. 
t^^'ice  that  fum  left  in  this  kingdom.  You  want  no 
fcttlement  (I  call  the  family  where  you  live,  and  the. 
fjoot  you  are  upon,  a  fettlement)  till  you  incrcafe  your 
fortune  to  what  will  fupport  you  with  eafe  and  plen- 
ty, a  good  houfe  and  a  garden.  'Ihe  want  of  this  I 
much  dread  for  you  ;  for  I  have  often  known  a  fl^.e- 
coufiQ  of  a  good  family  and  fmali  fortune,  pafllng 
months  among  all  her  relations,  living  in  plenty,  an(^ 
taking  her  circles,  till  flie  grew  an  old  maid,  and 
every  body  weary  of  her.     Mr  Pope  complains  »»4' 
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fc'f!(im  fceinjj  von;  but  thr  evil  is  unavoidable,  for 
difiircni  circumflanccs  of  life  have  always  fcpantid' 
tbofc  wliom  fricntiniip  would  join  :  God  hath  taken- 
care  of  this,  to  prevent  any  proqrefs  towards  rtal- 
happinel's  here,  which  would  mulcc  lite  more  dcfirc- 
able,  and  death  too  dreadful.  I  hojie  yoii  have  now 
one  advantage  that  you  always  wanted  before,  and 
the  want  of  which  ntadc  your  friends  a?  iineafy  as  it 
did  yourfelf;  I  mean  the  removal  of  tl'.at  folicitude 
about  your  o>\'tj  airM-r?,  n-hich  perpetually  tlll'd  youv 
thoughts,  and  difturb'd  your  converfatioii :  for  if  i: 
be  true  what  Mr  Pope  ferioufly  tells  me,  you  will 
have  opportunity  of  faving  ever)'  ,'7oat  of  the  intc- 
rtft  you  receive ;  and  fo,  by  the  time  he  and  you 
jn-ow  weary  of  tar h  other,  you  will  be  able  to  pa's 
the  rfftof  your  wincle'V  life  in  eafc  and  pleixty,  wiih 
the  additional  triumphal  comfort  of  never  having  rc- 
cciv'd  a  penny  from  thofc  taflelefs  ungrateful  pecpic 
fVom  whom  you  defcrv'd  fo  much,  and  who  dcfcrvc 
no  better  gcniufes  than  thofc  by  whom  ihcy  are  ce- 
lebrated.— If  you  fee  Mr  Ccfar,  prcfent  my  humble 
fervice  to  him,  and  let  him  know  that  the  fcrub- 
Mbcl  printed  a;^ainft  me  here,  and  reprinted  in  Lon- 
don, for  which  he  llioved  a  kind  concern  to  a  friend 
of  us  lx)tb,  was  written  by  mylclf,  and  lent  to  a  Whig- 
printer  :  it  was  in  the  (Ivlcand  genius  of  liich  fcoun- 
drcls,  whfQ  the  humour  of  libelling  ran  in  thi?  (h-ai:\ 
a^-iiiifi  a  friend  of  mint  whom  you  krvuw.  Bi.t  my 
popcr  is  ended. 

LETTER       Lr. 

D'lblin.   N.«».   19.  I73'>. 
1   WRIT  to  you  a  long  letter  about  a  fortnight 
pall,  concluding   you   v-erc    in    London,    trom 
»Lci:t.e  1  uiuIctAoucI  oiic  uf  yoiu  fuin<ci  was  doled  : 
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nor  did  I  imagine  you  v.-ere  gone  back  to  Aimitury 
lb  late  in  the  year,  at  wlijch  fcafon  I  take  tlie  country 
to  be  only  a  icene  for  thole  who  have  been  ill  ufed 
by  a  court  on  account  of  their  virtues ;  which  is  a 
ftatc  of  happinefs  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  it  is 
not  accompanied  by  envy,  although  nothing  deferves 
it  more.  I  i\Tiuld  gladly  fell  a  Dukedom  to  lol'e  fa- 
vour in  the  manner  their  Graces  have  done.  I  be- 
lieve my  Lord  Carteret,  fincc  he  is  no  longer  Lieu- 
tenant, may  not  vvilli  me  ill,  and  I  have  told  him 
often  that  I  only  hated  him  as  Lieutenant :  I  con- 
fels  he  had  a  gentteler  manner  of  binding  the  chains 
of  this  kingdom  than  moft  of  his  predeceflbrs ;  and  I 
confefs  at  the  lame  time  that  he  had  fix  times  a  re- 
gard to  my  recommendation,  by  preferring  lb  many 
of  my  friends  in  the  church;  the  two  lafl  a(5ts  of  his 
favour  were  to  add  to  the  dignities  of  Dr  Delany  and 
Mr  Stopford,  the  laft  of  whom  was  by  you  and 
Mr  Pope  put  into  Mr  Pultney's  hands.  I  told  you 
in  my  hifl,  that  a  continuance  of  giddincfs  (though 
not  in  a  violent  degree)  prevented  my  thoughts  of 
England  at  ptefcnt :  for  in  my  cafe  a  domeltic  life 
is  neccllary,  where  I  can  with  the  'Centurion  fav  to 
my  fefvant,  Go,  and  he  gocth,  and  do  this,  and  he  doth 
:.'.  1  now  hate  all  people  whom  I  cannot  command, 
and  confcquently  a  DucheTs  is  at  this  time  the  hate- 
fuUefi:  lady  in  the  world  to  me,  one  only  excepted, 
and  I  beg  her  Grace's  pardon  for  that  exception,  for, 
in  the  way  I  mean,  her  Grace  is  ten  thoufand  times 
•more  hateful.  I  confefs  1  begin  to  apprehend  you 
Xvill  fiiuander  my  money,  becaufe  I  hope  you  never 
•lefs  wanted  it ;  and  if  you  go  on  with  fuccefs  for  two 
years  longer,  1  feai'  1  fnall  not  have  a  farthing  of  it 
left.  The  Doiflor  hath  ill  informed  me,  who  fays, 
that  .Mr  Pope  is  at  preftnt  the  chief  poetical  fdvou- 
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rite,  vet  Mr  Pope  hirafclf  talks  like  a  pluloft»pl»OT 
and  one  wholly  retired.  But  the  vogue  of  oljr  few 
hoiK-ft  folks  here  is,  thnt  Diirk  is  ahlolutily  to  luC- 
cecd  I'.tifdcn  in  t!ie  laurel,  tlic  conicntioii  being  be- 
tween Concanncn  or  ■rhcob;ild,  or  foinc  otlier  hero 
of  the  Dunciad.  I  never  charged  you  for  not  talking, 
but  the  dubious  ftatc  of  your  aiFaits  in  ihofc  days 
was  too  mucl\  the  fubjtol,  and  1  wiib  t!:c  Duthcl's 
had  been  the  voucher  of  your  amendment.  Nothing 
lb  much  contributed  to  my  cafe  as  the  turn  ot'airairs 
after  tlie  Queen's  death;  by  which  all  my  hopes  Jic- 
ing  cut  olT,  I  could  have  no  ambition  left,  utt'cls  I 
would  have  been  a  greater  rafcal  than  happened  to 
fuit  with  my  temper.  I  therefore  fat  down  quietly 
at  my  morfel,  adding  only  thereto  a  principle  of 
hatred  to  all  fucceeding  mcafures  and  niinilbies,  by 
way  of  fauce  to  reliib  my  meat :  and  I  confcfs  one 
point  of  conduct  in  my  Lady  Uuchcfs's  life  hath 
addcil  much  poignancy  to  it.  There  is  a  gmnl  Irilh 
pradlical  bull  towards  t!>e  end  of  your  letter,  where 
j(ni  fpend  a  do/.en  line.-  in  tcllin;'  me  you  muft  leave 
otT,  that  you  may  give  my  Lady  Ducheis  rotini  to 
write,  and  k>  y«>u  proceed  to  within  two  oi  three  lines 
ofthelMUtom;  tho»ij;h  I  would  have  remitted  you 
uiy  ioo  1.  to  have  left  place  fur  as  many  more. 

To  t!ic  Duchess. 
M  A  n  A  M , 
My  beginning  thus  low  Is  meant  as  a  mark  of  rc- 
f|>rct,  like  receiving  your  Grace  at  the  bottc>m  of  the 
Jl.iir*.     I  am  glad  you  know  your  duty;   for  it  hath 
be*  n  a  known   and  eflablilbid   rule  above   twenty 
years  in  F.ngland,  that   the  liiO  advances  hath  beeu 
conftantly  made  me  by  all  ladies  who  afjiircd  to  my 
ackjuainiaucc  ;  and   the  greater    t!-.eir  quality,   tic 
I 


FROM    D  R    S  W  I  F  T,   ^c.         145; 

^Tcatcr  were  their  advances  :  yet,  I  know  not  b^ 
M-hat  weaknefs,  I  have  condcfccndedgracioudy  todif- 
peafe  with  you  upon  this  important  article  :  tho' 
Mr  Gay  ■will  tell  you  that  a  naraelefs  perlbn  lent  me 
eleven  meflages  before  I  would  yield  to  a  vilit;  I 
mean  a  perfon  to  whom  he  is  infinitely  obliged,  for 
being  the  occafion  of  the  happinefs  he  now  enjoys 
under  the  protection  and  favour  of  my  Lord  Duke 
and  your  Grace.  At  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  for- 
bear telling  you,  IMadam,  that  you  arc  a  little  impe* 
rious  in  your  manner  ef  making  your  advances.  You 
/ay,  perhaps  you  lliall  not  like  me  :  1  affirm  you  are 
raiftaken,  which  1  can  plainly  demondrate;  for  I 
liave  certain  intelligence,  that  another  perfon  diilikes 
me  of  late,  with  whofe  likings  yours  have  not  for 
fome  time  pad  gone  together.  However,  if  I  fliaU 
once  have  the  honour  to  attend  your  Grace,  I  will 
out  of  fear  and  prudence  appear  as  Tain  as  I  can, 
that  1  may  not  know  your  thoughts  of  me.  This  is 
your  own  dirciftion,  but  it  was  needlefs ;  for  Dio- 
genes himfelf  would  be  vain  to  have  received  the  ho- 
nour of  being  one  moment  of  his  life  in  the  thouglits 
of  your  Grace. 

I-    E    T    T    E    R      LII. 

Uublin,  April  rj,  773  r. 
"Y/OUR  fituation  is  an  odd  one;  the  Duchcfs  is 

your  trcafurer,  and  Mr  Pope  tells  me  you  are  the 
Duke's  :  and  I  had  gone  a  good  way  in  fome  verfc* 
on  that  occaHon,  prelcribing  leflons  to  dircd:  your 
conduct,  in  a  negative  way,  not  to  do  fo  and  fo,  b-c. 
like  other  treafurers;  how  to  deal  with  fcrvanti, 
tenants,  or  neighbouring  fquires,  which  I  take  to  be 
courtiers,  parliaments,  and  princes  in  alliance,  and 
fo  the  parallel  goes  en,  but  grows  too  long  to  plcalc 

Vol.  YIU.  N 
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n-.c  :  I  prove  that  poets  arc  t!ic  fitted  pcrfons  tn  be 
f  rcafnrcrs  and  managers  to  great  ptrfons,  from  tlieir 

Tirruc,  and  contempt  of  money,  ir(. Prav,  why 

ilij  you  not  get  a  new  heel  to  your  flioc  ?  uiilcfs  vou 
would  make  your  court  at  St  James's  by  afTcL^ing  to 
imitate  tlie  Prince  of  LiUiput. — Sut  the  rcfl  of  vour 
Krtcr  bcin^  wliolly  taken  up  in  a  very  bad  chaiiKflcr 
of  the  Duchefs,  I  Ihall  fay  no  more  to  you,  but  ap- 
ply myfclf  to  her  firace. 

Madam,  lince  Mr  Gay  affirms  that  you  love  to 
lir.c  your  own  way,  and  fince  1  have  the  fame  pcr- 
fiJlion;  I  will  itttie  that  matter  immediately,  to 
prevent  thofc  ill  confcquenccs  he  apprehends.  Yoiir 
Grace  fliall  have  your  own  way,  in  all  places  except 
your  own  houft,  and  the  doniair.s  about  it.  There 
.ind  there  only,  I  cxpt<fl  to  have  mine,  Jo  t^..^t  you 
have  all  the  world  to  reign  in,  bating  only  twu  or 
three  hundred  acres,  and  two  or  tlirec  houfes  in 
tovn  and  country.  I  will  likewiie,  out  of  my  fpe- 
cial  grace, certain  knowledge, and  mere  motion,  allow 
vou  to  be  in  the  rii;ht  agaicft  all  human  kind  ex- 
cept myfelf,  and  to  be  never  in  the  wrong  but  when 
vou  differ  from  me.  You  fliall  have  a  greater  privi- 
lege in  the  thirtl  artiilc  of  fpeaking  your  mind; 
which  I  Ihall  gracioully  allow  yuu  now  and  then  to 
do  even  to  myfclf,  and  only  rebuke  you  when  it  docs 
not  plcafc  me. 

Madam,  I  am  now  got  as  far  as  your  Grace's 
letter,  which  having  not  read  this  fortnight  (having 
been  out  of  town,  and  not  daring  to  trufl  myfelf 
with  the  carri.igc  of  it)  the  prefumptuous  manner  in 
^Tlilch  you  begin  had  llipt  ol»t  of  my  n>cmory  :  but 
1  forgive  you  to  the  fcventccnth  line,  where  yot» 
begin  to  banifli  me  for  ever,  by  demanding  me  to 
aniwcr  all  the  good  charat^cr  feme  partial  friend* 
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have  given  nie.  Madam,  1  have  lived  fixtcen  years 
in  Ireland,  with  only  an  intermifllon  of  two  fummers 
in  England ;  and  confequently  am  fifty  years  older 
ihan  I  was  at  the  Queen's  death,  and  fifty  thoufand 
times  duller,  and  fifty  million  times  more  peevifli, 
pcrverfe,  and  morofe;  fo  that  under  thefe  difadvan- 
tages  I  can  only  pretend  to  excel  all  your  other  ac- 
quaintance about  fome  twenty  bars  length.  Pray, 
Madam,  have  you  a  clear  voice  ?  and  will  you  let  me 
fit  at  your  left  hand  at  lead  within  three  of  you,  for 
of  two  bad  cars,  my  right  is  the  beft  ?  My  groom 
tells  me  he  hkes-  your  park,  but  your  hoiife  is  too 
little.  Can  the  parfon  of  the  paritli  play  at  back- 
gammon, and  hold  his  tongue  ?  is  any  one  of  your 
women  a  good  nurfe,  if  1  ihould  fancy  myfelf  fick 
iiT  four  and  twenty  hours  ?  how  many  days  will  you 
maintain  me  and  my  equipage?  When  thefe  pre- 
liminaries are  fettled,  I  muft  be  very  poor,  very  fick, 
or  dead,  or  to  the  lafl  degree  unfcrtuniite,  if  1  do  not' 
attend  you  at  Aimfoury  :  for  I  profefs  you  are  the 
firft  lady  that  ever  I  defired  to  fee,  fmce  the  firfl  of 
Augufl  1714,  and  I  have  forgot  the  date  when  that 
d-.'^.c  grew  frrong  on  me,  but  I  know  I  was  not  then 
in  hngland,  elfe  I  would  have  gone  on  foot  for  that 
happinefs,  as  far  as  to  your  houle  in  Scotland.  Eut 
I  can  foon  recollecl  the  time,  by  alking  fome  ladies 
here  the  month,  the  day,  and  the  hour  when  I  bcg:*!i. 
to  endure  their  company  ?  which,  however,  I  think 
was  a  fign  of  my  ill-judgment,  for  I  do  not  perceive 
they  mend  in  any  thing  but  envying  or  admiring 
V<Hir  Grace.  I  diflike  nothing  in  your  letter  but  an 
afTeifled  apology  for  bad  writing,  bad  fpelling,  and 
a  bad  pen,  which  you  pretend  Mr  Cay  found  fault 
with,  wherein  you  aflTiont  Mr  Gay,  you  affront  me, 
and  fou  aflfiont  yourrdf.  Falfc  fpelling  is  only  ex- 
N  1 
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cufcablc  in  a  chambcrraaid,  for  I  would  not  pardon 
it  in  any  of  your  waiting-women. — Tray  God  pre- 
ftrvc  your  Grace  and  family,  and  j^vc  me  leave  to 
cipt«fl  that  you  will  be  (o  jufl  to  remember  mr  among 
tbofc  who  have  the  grcatefl  regard  for  virtue,  good- 
iiefs,  prudence,  courage,  and  geiKrcfity;  after  which 
you  muft  conclude  that  I  am  with  tl'V  grcatcft  rtfpert 
•4Pd  gratitude,  Madam,  your  Grace's  mofl  obedient 
And  mofl  humble  ftrvant,  &r^ 

To  Mr  G  A  Y. 

I  have  jufl  got  yours  of  February  14,  with  a  pr>fl- 
icfipt  l»y  Mr  Pope.  I  am  in  great  concern  for  liim. 
'<  find  Mr  Pope  dictated  to  you  the  firft  part,  and 
•>vi;h  ffeat  difficulty  fome  days  after  added  the  rift. 
I  fee  his  wcaknrfs  bv  his  hand-writing.  How  much 
does  his  philofophy  exceed  mine !  I  could  not  bear 
to  Ice  Iiim.    1  will  wnitc  to  him  fbon. 

LETTER       LTir. 

Dublin,  Jane  19,  173  t, 
T,^  V  r.  R  fince  I  received  your  letter  1  have  been 
'^  upon  a  balance  about  joirj  to  Lowland,  and 
):»nding  at  Rriftwl,  to  pafs  a  month  at  Aimftury,  as 
the  D'.ichcfs  hatli  given  me  leave;  but  many  dilli- 
•  iiltiei  have  interfered.  Firft,  I  thought  I  had  done 
■viih  my  law-fuit,  and  (o  did  all  my  la\*Ters  ;  but 
r.\y  advciiary,  after  being  in  appearance  a  Protc- 
liant  thcl'e  twenty  years,  hath  declared  lir  was  al- 
y-jyi  a  Papift,  and  confequently,  by  the  law  hcrc» 
I  annot  buy,  nor,  I  think,  i'cll ;  lb  that  I  am  at  (a 
nj.iin,  for  almofl  all  I  am  wonh.  I>ut  T  have  fliil  a 
(■one  evil;  for  the  giddintTs  I  was  fubjcci  to,  in- 
lUad  of  coming  fclJom  and  violent,  now  conflanily 
onrnd*  mc  more  or  ltf»,  thougU  ia  »  mure  peaceable 
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niaiiner,  yet  fiich  as  will  not  qualify  me  to  live 
among  the  young  and  healthy  :  and  the  Duchefs,  in 
.'ill  her  youth,  fpirit,  and  grandeur,  will  make  a  very 
ill  nurfe,  and  her  woman  not  much  better.  Valetu- 
dinarians mufl  live  where  they -cair  command  and 
Icold  ;  I  muft  have  horles  to  ride,  i  muft  go  to  bed 
and  rife  when  I  pleafe,  and  live  where  all  mortals 
nre  fuhfervient  to  me.  1  mufl  talk  nonfenfe  whea 
1  pleaie,  and  all  who  are  prefent  mufl  commend  it. 
I  muft  ride  thrice  a  week,  and  walk-  three  or  four 
miles  belides  every  day. 

I- always  told  you  Mr was  good  for  nothing 

but  to  be  a  rank  courtier.  I  care  nut  whether  he 
ever  writes  to  me  or  no.  He  and  you  may  tell  this 
to  the  Duchefs,  and  1  hate  to  fee  you  fo  charitable, 
aiul  fuch  a  cully;  and  yet  I  love  you  for  it,  becaufe 
1  am  one  myfelf. 

You   are  the  filliefl  lover  in  Chriflendom  :  if  you 

like   Mrs   ,   v.4iy  do  you  not  command  her  to 

take  you?  if  flic  does  not,  ihe  is  not  worth  purfu- 
ing :  you  do  her  too  much  honour;  flie  hath  neither 
fcnfe  nor  tade,  if  flie  daves  to  refufe  you,  though  flic 
liad  ten  thoulUnd  pounds.-  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  told  you  of  thanks  that  you  have  not  given, 
r.ordo  I  underfland  your  meaning;  and  I-ani  llire  t 
had  never  the  leafl  thoughts  of  any  myftlf.  If  1  am 
your  friend,  it  is  for  my  own  reputation,  and  from  a 
priHciple  of  felf-love,  and  I  do  fometimes  reproach 
Tou  for  not  honouring  me  by  letting  tlie  world  know 
ve  are  friends. 

1  fee  very  well  how  matters  go  with  the  Duchefs 
in  regard  to  me.  1  heard  her  fay,  Mr  Gay,  fill  your 
letter  to  the  'Dean,  that  there  may  be  no  room  for 
me;  the  frolic  is  gone  far  enough,  I  have  writ  thrice, 
1  will  do  no  more  ;  if  the  man  has  a  mind  to  come, 
N  3  ^ 
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let  him  come  :  what  a  clutter  is  licrc?  pofitivcly  L 
ivil!  i^ut  write  A  {y\\A>\c  more.  She  is  an  ungrateful 
Duclicfs,  c()nfulcri:ig  liow  many  atlortrs  I  have  pro- 
cured litT  here,  over  and  .ibovc  the   ihouiands    flir 

h.id  before. 1  cannot  :iI!ow  you  rich  enough  till 

yon  arc  worth  7cco  1.  wliich  \vill  brin^  you  jeo  per 
iii:niini,  anJ  tIJs  will  m.-iintaia  you,  witJi  the  pcrfivii- 
fitc  of  I'pangiiig,  while  you  arc  yunng ;  and,  wlien. 
you  arc  old,  will  afllird  you  a  pint  of  iH)rt  at  night, 
tw^)  rerv;uit.i,  and  an  old  maid,  a  little  gardrn,  and 
pen  and  ink — provided  you  live  iu  the  country. — • 
Have  you  no  fchemc  either  in  vtrfc  or  profc  ?  The 
iJuclicfs  fliould  keep  jou  at  hard  meat,  and  by  that 
means  force  yoii  to  write;  and  lo  1  ha\c  <lont  with 
yuu. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

!iincc  I  began  to  grow  ol-l,  I  have  found  all  ladies 
hvrome  inconflaiU,  without  any  reproach  from  the:» 
ci'i'.iliencc.  If  I  wait  on  you,  I  declare  that  one  of 
jour  women  (which  ever  it  is  that  has  dtfigns  upon 
a  chaplain)  muft  be  my  nurfc,  if  1  happen  to  1k"  lick 
or  peeviflj  at  your  I>oulc,  and  in  that  cafe  you  nuift 
fuipcnd  your  domineering  claim  till  I  recover.  Yi>ur 
omitting  the  uAial  appendix  to  Mr  Gay's  letters  hath 
dcme  me  intinitc  milirhicf  here;  for  while  you  con- 
tinued them,  you  would  wonder  how  civil  the  ladies 
licrc  were  to  me,  and  how  much  they  have  altered 
iiii;e.  I  d.ire  not  conlefs  that  I  have  dcfccnded  fo 
Iiiw  :is  to  write  to  your  Ciracc,  after  the  alKtminable 
ueghol  you  l\ave  been  guilty  of;  for  if  tlicy  but  fii- 
)"i>ee\ed  it,  I  ihoulii  lolc  tliein  all.  ()ne  of  them,  who 
had  an  inklin  of  the  matter,  (your  Grafe  \>ill  hardly 
believe  it),  refuted  to  beg  nty  pardon  upon  her  knees, 
for  once  ncglcitiig  to  make  my  iicc«iuiik. — Piay, 
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connder  this,  and  do  your  duty,  or  dread  the  confe- 
quence.  I  promife  you  fliall  have  your  will  fix  mi- 
nutes every  hour  at  Aimfbury,  and  feven  in  Lon- 
don, while  J  am  in  health  ;  but  if  1  happen  to  be. 
iick,  I  muft  govern  to  a  fecond.  Yet  properly  fpeak- 
jng,  there  is  no  man  alive  with  fo  much  truth  and 
reipc(St  your  Grace's  molt  obedient  and  devoted  fer- 
vaut. 

LETTER       LIV. 

Aug.  :8,  1731. 
"VT'OU  and  the  Duchefs  ufe  me  very  ill ;  for,  1  pro- 
fefs,  I  cannot  diflinguifli  the  ftyle  er  the  hand- 
ivritjug  of  cither.  I  think;  her  Grace  writes  more 
like  you  than  herfcif,  and  that  you  write  more  like 
her  Grace  than  yourfelf.  I  would  fwear  the  begin- 
ning of  your  letter  writ  by  the  Ducheff,  though  it 
is  to  pafs  for  yours ;  becaufe  there  is  a  curled  lie  in 
it,  that  flie  is  neither  young  nor  healthy;  and,  be- 
ndes,  it  perfectly  refcmblcs  the  part  Ibe  owns.  I  will 
likewife  fwear,  that  what  1  mufl  fuppofe  is  written 
by  the  Duchefs,  is  your  hand  ;  and  thus  I  am  puzz- 
led and  perplexed  between  you,  but.  I  will  go  on  in 
the  iunocency  of  my  own  heart.  I  am  got  eight 
miles  from  our  famous  metropolis,  to  a  country  par- 
fon's,  to  whom  1  lately  gave  a  city-living,  fuch  as  an 
F.ngiifli  chaphiin  would  leap  at.  I  retired  hither  for 
the  public  good,  having  tvvo  great  works  in  hand  i 
one  to  reduce  the  whole  politencfslAvit,  humour,  and 
ftyle  of  England,  into  a  fliort  fyftom,  for  the  ufe  of 
all  perfons  of  quality,  and  particularly  the  maids  of 
honour  *.  'J"he  other  is  of  almcfl  equal  importance ; 
I  may  call  it  the  whole  duty  of  fcrvants,  in  about 

•  Witirji-fi  Diahi^ues  of  folitc  Converfution,  publ'i&rd 
ill  I;is  lift-;ime. 
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fwenty  fevcra!  flat  ions,  from  the  ftcward  an<l  \v:iit- 
injj-wonian,  down  to  the  fcullicn  and  pantry-boy  '• 
—  I  btlifvc  no  mortal  liad  ever  fucli  fair  invitation*, 
as  to  be  liappy  in  the  btd  company  of  England.  I 
wiih  I  had  liberty  to  print  your  letter  with  my 
own  comments  upon  it.  There  was  a  fellow  in  Iic- 
land,  who  from  a  ihoc-boy  grew  to  be  fcvcral  tim<  .^ 
one  of  the  chief  governors,  wholly  illiterate,  and 
with  hardly  eomraon  fenfc  ;  a  Lord  Lieutenant  told 
the  firll  King  George,  that  he  was  the  preatcft  fuL- 
jeol  he  had  in  botli  kin^^doms ;  and  truly  this  charac- 
t'. r  was  gotten  and  preferred  by  his  never  appcar- 
iiij^  in  England,  which  was  the  only  wife  thing  he 
trvcr  did,  except  purchafing  fixtcon  thoufand  pounds 
a-year. — Why,  you  need  not  flnrc ;  it  is  eafily  ap- 
plied; I  mufk  be  abfeut,  in  order  to  prefcrvc  my 
credit  with  her  Grace. —  Lo,  here  comes  in  the  Du- 
chcfs  again  (I  know  her  by  her  dd's ;  but  am  a  fool 
loT  dilcovcring  my  art)  to  defend  hcrfelf  againfl  my 
C(in]e<51iiie  of  what  (lie  faid. — Madani,  I  will  imitate 
vour  Grace,  and  write  to  yoa  upon  the  fame  line. 
1  own  it  is  a  bale  un-romantic  fpirit  in  mc,  to  fu- 
fpcnd  the  honour  of  waiting  at  your  Grace's  feet, 
till  lean  finifli  a  jialtry  law-Aiit.  It  concerns  indeed 
aliiioft  my  whole  fojtune;  it  is  equal  to  Iwilf  Mr 
J'opt's,  and  two  thirds  of  Mr  Gay's,  and  about  fix 
>\'eek>  rent  of  your  Grace's.  This  curfcd  accident 
hath  driird  away  the  whole  fummcT.  But,  Madam, 
iindcrrtand  J)nc  thing,  that  I  take  all  your  ironical 
civilities  in  a  liitxal  Tenia,  and  whenexcr  1  have  the 
liononr  to  attend  you.  lliall  cxpetft  then*  to  be  lite- 
Lilly  iKrformd;  though  perhaps  I  fliall  lir.d  it  hard 
to  prove  your  hjuid-wtiiiug  in  a  court  of  jullice;  but 

•  An  imperfc/l  tliinf  of  lliii  kind,  caltcd  DirtiHim  Id 
ScrvJnli  in  icnerjl,  Um  been  pablilhcJ  liacc  liU  death. 
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that  will  not  be  much  for  your  credit.  How  mife- 
rably  hath  your  Grace  been  miflaken  in  thinking  to 
avoid  env}'  by  running  into  exile,  -where  it  haunts 
vou  more  than  ever  it  did  even  at  Court !  "  Non.  t« 
"  civitaf,  non  regia  domus  in  exilium  miferunt,  fed 
"  tu  utrafque."  So  fays  Cicero,  (as  your  Grace 
knows),  or  fo  he  niight  have  faid. 

I  am  told  that  the  Craftfman,  in  one  of  his  papers. 
Is  offended  with  the  publifliers  of  (I  fuppofe)  the  laft 
edition  of  the  Dunciad;  and  I  was  alked  whether 
you  and  Mr  Pope  were  as  good  friends  to  the  r.ew 
difgraced  perfon  as  formerly  ?  This  I  knew  nothing 
of,  but  fuppofe  it  was  the  confequenc€  of  fome  mi- 
flake.  As  to  writing,  I  look  on  you  juft  in  the  prime 
of  life  for  it,  the  very  feafon  when  judgment  and  in- 
vention draw  together.  But  fchenies  are  perfedlly 
accidental ;  fome  will  appear  barren  of  hints  and 
matter,  but  prove  to  be  fruitful ;  and  others  the  cqc«- 
trary  :  and  what  you  fay  is  pafl  doubt,  that  every 
one  can  beft  find  hints  for  himfelf ;  though  it  is  pof- 
fible  that  fometimes  a  friend  may  give  you  a  lucky 
one  jufl  fuited  to  your  own  imagination.  But  all 
this  is  aimoli  paH  wish  rr.c  :  my  inveiUion  and  jucig- 
mcnt  are  perpetually  at  fifly-cuiTs,  till  they  have 
quite  difabled  each  other;  and  the  mcercfl;  trifles  I 
ever  v.-rnte  arc  ferious  philofophical  lucubrations,  in 
comparifon  to  what  I  now  bufy  myfelf  about;  aa 
(to  fpcak  in  the  author's  phrafe)  the  world  may  ona 
day  fee  '. 

•  His  ludifrons  prrdiftion  was,  fince  his  death,  and  Very 
much  to  his  ^(honour,  ferioiidy  fulfiilt-d,  in  coiuaing  and 
publilhing;  every  folly  that  fell  from  his  pen,  in  this  detli- 
niiig  fute  of  his  wit,  as  he  himfelf  rcpiclisnls  it  to  be, 
and  which  the  produdtions  of'  it  amply  verify.  This  treat- 
m"nt  of  fo  ^r.it  a  [;f-nins  for  a  little  paultry  lucre,  vircU' 
deicrves  the  indjgriation  of  die  public. 
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S'pt,  lo,  173  r. 
"f  F  your  ramble  wa«  on  horfeback,  1  am  glad  of  it 
oti  account  of  your  health  ;  hut  I  kuuw  your 
;jrts  of  patching  up  a  journey  between  ftagc-coachci 
,i!id  friends  coaches  ;  for  vou  are  as  arrant  a  cocknry 
as  any  hofier  in  Cheapfidc.  One  clean  fiiirt  with 
two  cravats,  and  as  many  handkerchiefs,  make  up 
your  c<]uipage  ;  and  as  for  a  iiigingown,  it  is  cle;'.r 
from  Homer  that  Apnmcmnon  rofc  without  one.  I 
have  often  had  it  in  my  head  to  put  it  into  your», 
that  you  ought  to  have  fbme  great  work  in  fciitme, 
which  may  take  up  feven  years  to  finifli,  bcfsdes  two 
or  three  under  ones,  that  may  add  another  thoufand 
pound  to  your  flock,  and  then  I  fl;ail  be  in  lefs  pain 
^bout  you.  1  know  vou  can  find  tiinners,  but  yoa 
iove  twelve-penny  coaches  to.)  well,  without  confidcr- 
ing  that  the  intcrcft  of  a  whole  thoufand  pounds 
brings  you  but  half-a-crown  a-day.  J  find  a  greater 
longing  than  ercr  to  come  amongft  you ;  and  reafon 
food,  when  I  ran  tcaztd  with  Dukes  and  DuchefTes 
fjr  a  vifit,  all  my  (kmands  compi.Td  •vrrrn,  nn.l  ill 
f  xcufcs  cut  otT.  You  remember,  "  O  happy  Don 
"  Q^nxotc!  queens  held  his  horfe,  and  duchefTis 
"  pulled  off  his  armour,"  or  h-mething  to  lh..t  pur- 
poi'c.  He  was  a  mean-fpirited  fellow  ;  1  can  fay  ten 
times  more;  O  liappy,  dre.  fuch  a  Duchcli  was  de- 
fi;jncd  to  aacnd  him,  and  fuch  a  Duke  invited  him 
U)  command  his  pal.ice.  "  Nam  iflos  rcgc»  celeros 
'•  memorarc  nolo,  huminum  mcndicabula  :'*  go  rt.id 
vour  I'iautus,  and  ohfervc  Strobilus  vapouring  after 
lie  had  found  the  pot  of  gold. —  I  will  have  nothing 
10  do  with  that  Lady  :  I  have  long  haicd  Lcr  on 
>  jiir  .iccoMnt,  and  the  more,  bcc»uic  you  arc  lo  for- 
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giving  as  not  to  hale  l^cr;  howe%'er,  flie  has  good 
qualities  enough  to  make  her  efteemed;  but  not  cnc 
grain  of  feeling.  I  only  wifli  fiie  were  a  fool. — I 
have  been  fevcral  months  writing  near  five  hundred 
lines  on  a  pleafant  fubjedt,  only  to  tell  what  my 
friends  and  enemies  will  fay  on  me  after  I  am  dead  *. 
I  fhall  tinilh  it  foon,  for  I  add  two  lines  every  week, 
and  blot  out  four,  and  alter  eight.  1  have  brought 
in  you  and  my  other  friends,  as  well  as  enemies 

■■  and  detractors.  —  It  Is  a  great  comfort  to  fee  how 
corruption  and  111  condu<5b  are  Inflrumental  in  unit- 
ing virtuous  perfons  and  lovers  of  their  country  of 
all  denominations  :  Whig  and  Tory,  High  and  I.ow- 
church,  as  foon  as  they  are  left  to  think  freely,  all 
jeining  in  opinion.  If  this  be  dlfafFeiftion,  pray 
God  lend  me  always  among  the  dlfaffedied !  and  I 
heartily  Willi  you  joy  of  your  fcurvy  treatment  at 
court,  which  hath  given  you  leifure  to  cultivate  both 
public  and  private  virtue,  neither  of  them  likely  to 
be  foon  met  with  within  the  walls  of  St  James's  or 
WeflminOer. —  But  I  mufl;  here  dllmifs  you,   that  I 

.may  pa/  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Duke  for  the 
great  honour  lie  hath  done  me. 

My  I>  o  r  d, 
I  could  have  fworn  thr.t  my  pride  would  be  al- 
ways able  to  prefcrve  me  from  vanity;  of  which  I 
have  been  in  great  danger  to  be  guilty  for  fome 
months  paft,  firft  by  the  conriudt  of  my  Lady  Du- 
chefs,  and  now  by  that  of  your  Grace,  whicli  had 
like  to  tinilli  the  work:  and  I  fliould  have  certainly 
gone  about  Viewing  my  letters,  under  the  charge  of 
lecrefy,  to  every  blab  of  my  acquaintance,  if  I  could 

•^This  has  been  publilhcd,  and  is  aroongft  ihe  bcil  of  lilt 
poeniii 
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have  the  Icaft  hope  of  prevailin;;  on  any  of  them  to 
believe  that  a  man  in  i'u  obfcurc  a  corner,  quite 
tlirowii  out  of  the  prclent  world,  and  within  a  few 
ftcps  of  the  next,  ihould  receive  fuch  condcfccnding 
invitations  from  two  fuch  pcrlbn'-,  to  whom  he  is  an 
utter  ftranycr,  and  wlio  know  no  more  of  him  than 
viiat  they  have  heard  by  the  partial  rcprcfcntations 
of  a  friend.  But,  in  tiie  nu.in  time,  I  muft  dclire 
vour  Grace  not  to  flatter  yourfelf,  that  I  waited  for 
vour  conl'cnt  to  accept  the  invitation.  I  mnft  he  ig- 
norant indeed  not  to  know,  that  the  Duchtl's,  ever 
fincc  you  met,  hatli  been  nuift  politicly  emploj-cd  in 
eucreafmg  thoi'c  forces,  and  lliarpning  thofc  arms 
with  which  (lie  fubdutd  you  at  flrll,  and  to  which, 
the  braver  and  the  wil'er  you  grow,  you  will  more 
and  more  I'ubmit.  Thus  I  knew  myfelf  on  the  fe- 
curc  fide;  and  it  was  a  mere  piece  of  good  nianncfs 
to  infert  that  claufe,  of  which  you  have  taken  the 
advantage  :  but  as  I  cannot  forbear  informing  ycur 
tirace  that  the  Duchcl's's  great  ftcrct  in  her  art  of 
•government  hath  been  to  reduce  l>oth  your  wills  into 
one-,  I'o  1  ara  content,  in  due  obfcrvance  to  the  forms 
of  the  world,  to  return  my  mofl  humble  thanks  to 
your  Grace  for  fo  great  a  favour  as  you  are  picaicd 
to  ofTtr  me,  and  which  nothing  but  in>])ollibilities 
Ihall  prevent  me  from  receiving,  fince  I  am,  with  the 
grcatcft  rtafon,  truth,  and  rel'jJtCl,  my  Lord,  your 
Grace's  mod  obedient,  O'c. 

M  A  D  A  M , 
I  have  confultcd  all  the  learned  in  occult  fciences 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  have  fat  up  eleven  nij^hts 
to  discover  the  meaning  of  thofc  two  hicroglyphical 
lines  in  your  Cirace's  hand  at  the  bottom  of  the  laft 
Aimfbury   letter,  but  a!l  in  vain  :  only  'tis  agreed, 


F  R  0  M    D  R    S  W  I  F         T,      d  r. 

that  the  language  is  Coptic;  and  a  very  profound 
Behmifl:  aflures  me  the  flyle  is  poetic,  containing  an 
invitation  from  a  very  great  perion  of  the  female  fex 
to  a  llrange  kind  of  man  whom  flie  never  faw;  and 
this  is  all  i  can  find,  which,  after  ib  many  former  in- 
'  vitations,  will  ever  contirm  me  in  that  refpcifl  where- 
with I  am,  Madam,  your  Grace's  mod  obedient,  ire". 

LETTER      lAT. 

Mr  Gay  to  Dr  S  w  i  f  t. 

D-c.  I,  r^3f. 
"Y"'  O  U  ufed  to  complain  that  Mv  Pope  and  I  would 
not  let  you  fpeak  :  you  may  now  be  even  with 
me,  and  take  it  out  in  writing.  If  you  don't  fend  to 
me  now  and  then,%he  Poft-office  will  think  me  of 
no  confequcnce,  for  I  have  no  correfpondcnt  but  vou. 
You  m.ay  keep  as  far  from  us  as  you  pleafe,  you 
cannot  be  forgotten  by  thofe  who  ever  knew  you, 
and  therefore  pleafe  me  by  fomctimes  fliewing  that 
I  am  not  forgot  by  you.  I  have  nothing  to  take  me 
off  fnjm  my  friendllup  to  you :  I  feck  no  new  ac- 
quaintance, and  court  no  favour;  I  fpend  no  fliil- 
Jings  in  coaches  or  chair.^  to  levees  or  great  vifits; 
and,  as  I  don't  want  the  affiftance  of  fome  that  I 
formerly  converfcd  with,  I  will  not  fo  much  as  feem 
to  feek  to  be  a  dependent.  As  to  my  ftudics,  I  have 
not  been  entirely  idle,  though  I  cannot  fay  that  I 
have  yet  pcrfc<5led  any  thing.  What  I  have  done  is 
fomcthing  in  the  way  of  thofe  Fables  I  have  already 
publill.ed.  All  the  money  I  get  is  by  faving,  fo  that 
by  habit  there  may  be  fome  hopes  (if  ]  grow  richer) 
of  my  becoming  a  mifer.  All  niifers  have  their  cx- 
ciifes;  the  motive  to  my  parfimony  is  independence. 
]f  I  were  to  be  reprefentcd  by  the  Duchcfs,  (flic  is 
•  fuch  a  downright  niggard  for  mc),  this  characiler 
Vol.  Vlll.  O 
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ihight  not  l)c  allow'd  me;  but  I  really  think  I  atrt 
covetous  ciiougli  for  any  who  hvcs  at  tlir  couit- 
end  oi  the  town,  ai-.d  who  is  as  poor  as  myCcIf;  /or 
I  don't  pretend  that  I  am  equally  faving  with  S — Jc 
Mr  Lewis  dcGrcd  you  might  be  told  that  he  hath 
live  pounds  of  yours  in  his  hands,  which  he  fancies 
you  may  have  forgot ;  for  he  will  hardly  allow  that 
a  verfc-man  can  have  a  juft  knowlcd  jc  of  his  owa 
affuiro.  Whdn  you  got  rid  of  your  law-fuit,  1  was 
in  hopes  that  you  had  got  your  own,  afid  was  free 
from  every  vexation  of  the  law ;  but  Mr  Pope  tells 
we  you  are  not  entiroly  out  of  your  perplexity,  tho' 
you  have  the  fecurity  now  in  your  own  polVcllion; 
but  ftil!  your  cafe  is  not  lo  bad  as  Ciptain  Gulliver's, 
who  was  ruined  by  having  a  decree  for  hini  with 
eofts.  1  have  had  an  injunction  for  me  againrt  pi- 
rating bookltllers,  whrch  I  ?ni  lure  to  get  notliing 
by,  and  will,  I  fear,  in  the  end,  drain  me  of  fomc 
■  money  W'lien  I  began  this  profecution,  I  fancied 
there  would  be  fome  end  of  it;  but  the  law  ftill  goes 
on,  and  'tis  probable  I  fliall  fome  time  or  other  fee 
an  attorney's  bill  as  long  -m  the  book.  Poor  Duke 
Difney  is  dead,  and  hath  left  what  he  had  among 
Itis  friends ;  among  whom  arc  Lord  Holingbrokc, 
SCO  1.;  Mr  Pclham,  53c  I  ;  Sir  William  Wyudham's 
youngcft  fon,  500  '•;  C»tn.  IH!!,  $00  1.;  Lord  Ma- 
fhiim's  fun,  jeo  I. 

You  have  the  g»>od  wiihcs  of  ihofe  1  converfc 
tviih;  they  know  ilRy  gratify  me,  when  they  it- 
iTiember  you;  but  I  reully  rluak  they  do  it  purely 
lor  ymir  o\v\\  fake.  1  am  (atistied  with  the  love  and 
friendlhip  of. good  men,  and  envy  not  the  dtmerils 
of  thofc»who  arc  nioft  confpicuouily  diduiquithcd. 
Therefore  as  1  fct  a  juft  value  upon  your  triendlhip, 
you  cafonot  )<leafc  me  mure  tLm  letting  mc  uuw  and 
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then  know  that  you  remember  me,  (the  only  fatiP 
fadiion  of  dillant  friends !) 

F.  S.  Mr  Gay's  js  a  good  letter,  mine  will  be  a 
very  dull  one;  and -yet  what  you  will  think  the 
worft  of  it,  is  what  fliould  be  its  excufe,  that  1  write 
in  an  headach  which  has  laded  three  days.  1  am 
never  ill  but  I  think  of  your  ailments,  and  repine 
that  they  mutually  hinder  our  being  together:  tho', 
in  one  point  t  am  apt  to  differ  from  you,  for  you- 
Hum  your  friends  when  you  are  in  tliofe  circumflan- 
ces,  and  I  defire  them ;  your  way  is  the  more  gene- 
rous, mine  the  more  tender.     l,ady took  your 

letter  very  kindly,  for  I  had  prepared  her  to  expect 
no  anfwer  under  a  twelvemonth ;  but  kindnefs  per- 
haps is  a  word  not  applicable  to  courtiers.  However, 
Hie  is  an  extraordinary  woman  there,  who  will  do 
you  common  juftice.     For  God's  i'ake  why  all  this 

fcruple  about  Lord  B ■ — 's  keeping  your  horfes, 

who  has  a  park;  or  about  my  keeping  you  on  a 
pint  of  wine  a-dav  ?  we  are  infinitely  »icher  than  you  , 
imagine  :  John  Gay  fliall  help  me  to  entertain  you, 
though  you  come  like  King  Lear,  with  fifty  knights. 
Though  fuch  profpeAs  as  1  wifli,  cannot  now  be 
formed  for  fixing  you  with  us,  time  may  provide  bet- 
ter before  you  part  again  :  the  old  Lord  may  die,  the 
benefice  may  drop,  or,  at  word;,  you  may  carry  me 

into  Ireland.     You  will  fee  a  work  of  Lord  B 's 

and  one  of  mine  ;  which,  with  a  jult  neglect  of  the 
prefent  age,  confult  only  poflerity  ;  and,  with  a  noble 
fcorn  of  politics,  alpire  to  philofophy.  I  am  glad 
you  refolve  to  meddle  no  more  with  the  low  concerns 
ap.d  intcrefts  of  parties,  even  of  countries  (for  coun- 
tries are  but  larger  parties);  ^'id  verwn  ntqiie  rlecem 
crirarc,  et  rogare,  nol'mm  fit.  I  am  much  pleafed  witi^i 
your  dcfign  upon  Rochcfoucault's  maxim,  pray  fiiufli 
O  i 
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it  •.  I  am  happy  whenever  you  join  our  namet  to- 
jjtther;  To  would  Dr  Arbuthnot  be,  but  at  this  time 
lie  can  be  pleaf'td  with  nothing;  for  his  darling  foo 
is  dying  iu  all  probability,  by  the  nclancboiy  account 
1  received  this  morning. 

The  paper  you  aflc  me  about  is  of  littJc  value.  It 
might  have  been  a  llafonablc  i'atirc  upon  the  fcan- 
dalous  language  and  p.-ilfion  with  which  ntn  o( 
condition  fcave  Ibopcd  to  treat  one  another  :  Airely 
they  facrtfifc  too  much  to  the  people,  when  ibey  fa- 
criricc  their  own  chara«flers,  familic5,  i)(.  to  tho  di- 
vcrfion  of  jhat  rabble  of  reader?.  ]  agree  with  you 
iu  my  contempt  of  mo!l  popularity,  fame,  vf.  even 
as  a  writer  I  am  cool  in  it,  and  whcncvrr  vou  Tc-c 
what  I  am  now  writing,  you'll  be  ronviriced  I  would 
pjcak'  but  a  few,  and  (if  I  could)  make  mankind 
l<  fn  admirers,  and  greater  rcafoncrs  *.  I  ftudy  much 
lunvc  to  render  mv  own  portion  of  being  ealy.  and 
ti"  keep  this  pccvilh  frame  of  the  human  body  in 
^ood  humour.  Infirmities  have  not  quite  unmanned 
nie,  and  it  will  tleli^ht  you  to  hear  thty  arc  not  in- 
cii-ai'cd,  thoi'gh  nut  diminiiiied.  I  thank  Gtxl,  1  do 
not  very  much  want  people  to  attend  mc,  titnugh 
my  mother  noT\-  canm>t.  When  1  am  lick,  I  ly 
down;  when  I  am  better,  I  rife  up:  I  am  ufcd  t» 
the  head-ach,  &f.  if  greater  pains  arrive,  (fuch  at 
my  late  rhcuni.itirm),  the  fervants  b;ithc  .and  plafkr 
mc,  or  the  furgeon  fcarifics  me,  and  I  iKar  it,  bccaufc 
1  mufl.  This  is  the  evil  of  N'ature,  not  of  lortunc. 
1  am  ]m^  now  as  well  as  when  you  was  here  :  I  pray 
Cod  you  wrre   no  wojII.-.     1  Ihiccrcly  wi:h  my  life 

•  T1ir  pofin  ui)  liU  own  drith,  fortH'-d  iipon  a  miX'm  of 
Riirl<rf'iiir4<il?.  It  it  our  of  lite  l>n1  of  hit  prrfurinancn; 
kul  Tcry  r'-.ara.'lrriftii-. 

*  TUe  poem  he  nxant  is  tlie  EHiir  on  Min. 
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were  part  near  you,  and,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  would  not 
repine  at  it.  —  All  you  mention  remember  you,  and 
willi  you  here. 

LETTER       LVII. 
Dr   Swift    to   Mr   G  A  y. 

Diibl-n,  May  4,  1732. 
1"  AM  now  as  lame  as  when  you  writ  your  letter, 
and  almofl  as  lame  as  your  letter  itfelf,  for  want 
of  that  limb  from  my  Lady  Duchefs,  which  you  pro- 
mifed,  and  without  which  I  wonder  how  it  could 
Simp  hither.  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  make  a 
true  flep  even  on  Aimfbufy  Downs,  and  1  declare 
that  a  corporeal  falfe  ftep  is  wovfe  than  a  political 
one  ;  nay,  worfe  than  a  thoufand  political  ones,  for 
which  I  appeal  to  courts  and  minifters,  who  hobbls 
on  and  profper,  without  tlie  fcnfe  of  feeling.  To 
talk  of  riding  .ind  \vaiking  is  infulting  me,  for  I  can 
as  foon  fly  as  do, either.  It  is  your  pride  and  la- 
ztnefs,  more  than  chair-hire,  that  makes  the  tow, i 
expenilve... .  No  honour  is  lofl  by  walking  in  the 
dark ;  and  in  the .  day,  you  may  beckon  a  black- 
guard-boy under  a  gate,  near  your  vifiting-placr, 
Ccxperto  crc-lej,  fave  elevenpence,  and  get  half  a 
crown's  worth  of  health  1'lic  worfi  of  my  prcftnt 
misfortune  is,  that  I  eat  and  drink,  and  can  d'OtTt 
neither  for  want  of  exercife;  and,  to  iacrcafe  my 
mifery,  the  knaves  are  furc  to  find  mc  at  home,  and 
make  huge  void  fpaccs  in  my  cellars.  I  con,7ratn!;i:e 
with  you  for  lofing  ycur  great  accjuaintanrt  5  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  phiiofDphy  teaches  that  we  muft  fubmit,  and 
be  content  with  good  ones.  I  like  Lord  Conibury's 
refufmg  hi^  penfion,  but  I  demur  at  his  bein'>  elect- 
ed for  Oxford  ;  which,  I  conctivC;  i^  uiioliv  ciuin  -cd 
O  3         ' 
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an«J  entirely  devoted  to  new  principles;  fo  it  .ip- 
ptarcd  to  nic  tlie  two  laft  times  I  was  there. 

1  find  by  the  wliolc  caft  of  your  letter,  that  )  »u 
are  as  giddy  and  as  volatile  as  ever,  juft  the  revcrfc 
of  Mr  Pope,  who  hath  always  loved  a  domeflic  life 
from  his  youth.  I  was  going  to  wifli  you  had  fomc 
little  place  that  you  could  call  your  own  ;  but,  I  pro- 
fefs,  I  do  not  know  you  well  tuou^jh  to  contrive  any 
one  fyflem  of  life  that  would  pleafc  you.  You  pre- 
tend to  preach  up  riding  and  walking  to  the  Duchtfs  ; 
yet,  from  my  knowledge  of  you  after  tM-enty  years, 
you  always  joined  a  violent  defire  of  perpetual^' 
Jliifting  places  and  company,  with  a  looted  lazinefs, 
and  an  utter  impatience  of  fatigue.  A  coach  and 
lix  horfes  is  the  utmofl  txercifc  you  can  bear,  and 
thii  only  when  you  can  till  it  with  fuch  company.^s 
is  beft  fuitcd  to  vour  tafle,  and  how  glad  would  you 
be  if  it  could  w.Tft  you  in  the  air  to  avoid  jolting! 
vhile  I,  who  am  fo  much  later  in  life,  cin,  or  at 
kal^  could,  ride  sr>o  miles  on  a  trotting  liorlc.  You 
mortally  hate  wrifing,  only  becaiifc  it  is  the  thing 
you  chieHy  ou^Iit  to  do,  as  well  to  keep  up  the 
vogue  you  have  in  the  vorld,  as  to  make  you  cafy 
in  vour  fortune.  You  arc  merciful  to  every  thing 
but  money,  your  heft  friend,  whom  you  trtat  witli 
inhumanity.  He  alTiircJ,  I  will  hire  people  to  watch 
all  your  motions,  and  to  return  rr.e  a  faithful  ac- 
count. Tell  me,  have  you  cured  yorir  .ibfcnce  of 
mind  ?  can  yt)u  attend  to  triHcs  ?  can  you  at  AinU- 
liiiry  \\Tit  domcilic  libels  to  divert  the  family  and 
jteii'hbouring  fqiiires  for  five  miles  round  ?  or  ven- 
ture fo  far  «in  horltback,  without  appuhending  a 
thirible  at  every  flcp  ?  can  you  fet  the  footmen  a- 
Iuu;;hiUf{  as  they  wait  at  dinner;  and  do  the  Du- 
eUcis's  v.-omeu  adicite  your  wit  .■  ia  what  cUccDi  «:c 
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you  with  tlie  Vicar  of  the  parifli  ?  can  you  play  Avlth 
him  at  back-gammon  :  have  the  farmers  found  out 
that  you  cannot  diftinguifli  rye  from  barley,  or  an 
oak  from  a  crab-tree  ?  You  are  fenfible  that  I  know 
the  full  extent  of  your  country-ikill  is  in  iifliing  for 
roaches,  or  gudj^eons  at  the  higheft. 

I  love  to  do  you  good  offices  with  your  friends, 
and  therefore  defire  you  will  fliow  this  letter  to  the 
Duchefs,  to  improve  her  Grace's  good  opinion  of 
your  qualificatious,  and  convince  her  how  uieful  you 
are  like  to  be  in  the  family.  Her  Grace  fliall  have 
the  honour  of  my  correfpondence  again  when  flie 
goes  to  Aimfbury.  Hear  a  piece  of  Irilh  news ;  I  biy- 
lied  the  famous  General  Meredith's  father  laft  night 
in  my  Cathedral,  he  was  ninety-fix  years  old  ;  fo  that 
Mrs  Pope  may  live  fcven  years  longer.  You  faw 
Mr  Pope  in  hc.ilth,  pray  is  he  generally  more  healthy 
than  when  I  was  aniongft  you ;  I  would  know  how 
vour  own  health  is,  and  how  much^vine  you  drink 
in  a  day?  My  Hint  in  company  is  a  pint  at  noon, 
and  half  as  mucli  ;a  night,  but  I  often  dine  at  home 
like  a  hermit,  and..theh.  I  drink  little  or  none  at  all. 
Yet  I  diirer  from  you,  for  I  would  have  focicty,  if  I 
could  get  what  I  like,  people  of  middle  undenland>- 
i»g,  and  middle  ranit.     Adieu. 

LETTER       LVIII. 

Dublin,  Jnl)    It);   1732. 

T  HAD  your  letter  by  Mr  Ryves  a  long  time  after 
the  date,  for  1  fuppole  he  Aaved  long  in  the  way. 
I  am  glad  you  determine  upon  fomcttiing;  there  i« 
no  writing  I  tfteem  more  than  fables,  nor  any  thing 
(o  dillicult  to  fuccecd  in,  which,  however,  you  have 
done  txceilently  we!i,and  ;  have  often  adijiired  ymvr 
liappiaeiV  in  futh  kindol  perloruiaaces,  wUich.  1  Lav* 
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frequently  cndcavour'd  at  in  vain.  I  remember  I 
aC^cd  as  you  ictm  to  liiiit ;  I  found  a  moral  fir(l,  and 
ftuditd  for  a  fable,  but  could  do  notliiiiti  that  plcaitd 
nie,  and  fo  left  oil"  th.it  iclimie  for  ever.  )  remem- 
ber one,  wImlIi  was  to  reprcfcnt  what  Icoundrc'.s  rife 
in  armies  by  a  long  war,  wherein,  I  {"unpo»"d,  the 
l.ion  was  engaged,  and  having  lofl  all  hii  animals 
of  worth,  at  lall  Serjeant  Hog  came  to  be  Brigadier, 
and  Corporal  Ai\  a  Colcncl,  irr.  1  a;;rec  with  you 
Jikewil'c  about  getting  lomcthing  by  the  lUge,  which, 
vhcn  it  fuccced.'i,  is  rlic  bell  crop  for  poetry  in  F.njj- 
Jand :  but,  pray,  take  fome  new  Ic heme,  quite  dif- 
ferent from  any  thing  you  has-e  already  touched. 
'1  he  prcfcnt  humour  of  the  players,  who  hardly  'ay: 
J  was  told  in  London)  regard  any  new  play,  and 
your  preicnt  fituation  at  the  Court,  arc  the  diflicul- 
tics  to  be  overcome;  but  tholi:  circumdances  may 
have  altered  (at  lead  the  former)  lincc  I  left  you. 
My  fchtmc  w.fs  to  pafs  a  month  at  Ainifbury,  ami 
then  go  to  Twickenham,  and  live  a  winter  between 
that  aud  Dawlcy,  and  fometimes  at  Rilkinj,  with- 
out going  to  London,  where  I  now  can  have  no  oc- 
cafional  lotlgings :  but  1  am  not  yet  in  any  condi- 
tion for  fnch  removal.-.  I  would  fain  have  you  cet 
enough  agaii.d  you  grow  i.Id,  to  have  two  or  three 
fcrvants  about  you  ai:d  a  convenient  hourc.  It  is 
hard  to  want  iliofc  fntjilia  Uiicff^.ti,  wliin  a  i-  ' 
grows  hard  to  picale,  and  few  people  care  wlicti 
he  l>e  pleafcd  or  no.  I  have  a  lar^e  houfe;  ye;  1 
fliould  hardly  prevail  to  tind  one  vilrcr.  if  1  xur. 
ne.t  r.ble  to  Idrc  liim  with  a  bottle  of  wine  :  Jo  thn', 
when  I  am  not  abrii;.d  on  hotltback,  1  generally  dine 
uKine,  and  .tm  thanlcful  if  a  Iricnd  will  pa<s  the 
evening  with  me.  1  am  now  with  the  remainder  of 
s^y  piQt  before  luc,  aa^  fo  here  ^  your  health — and 
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the  fecond  and  chief  is  to  my  Tunbiidge  acquain- 
taace,  my  Lady  Duchcfs — and  I  tell  you  that  I  fear 
my  Lord  Boiingbroke  and  Mr  Pope  (a  couple  of  phi- 
lofophers)  would  ftarve  me,  for  even  of  port  wine 
1  lliould  require  Iialf  a  pint  a  day,  and  as  much  at 
night ;  and  you  are  giowing  as  bad,  unlcfs  your  Duke 
and  Duchels  have  mended  you.  Youi'  cholic  is  owing 
to  intemperance  of  the  philofophical  kind  ;  you  eat 
without  care,  and  if  you  drink  Icfs  than  I,  you  drink 
too  htrle.  But  your  inattention  I  canntt  pardon, 
beraufe  I  imagined  the  caufe  was  removed,  for  I 
thought  it  lay  in  your  forty  millions  of  fchemes  by 
ccurt-hopes  and  court-fears.  Yet  Mr  Pope  has  the 
fame  defecSb,  and  it  is  of  all  others  the  mod  mortal 
to  convcrfation ;  neither  is  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
untinged  with  it :  all  for  want  of  my  rule,  i^ive  la 
htJ(atc:ie !  but  the  Doctor  is  the  King  of  inattention. 
Vi'bat  a  vexations  life  fliouid  1  lead  among  you  !  If 
the  Duchcfs  be  a  reveufe,  1  will  never  come  to  Aiml- 
bury  ;  or,  if  J  do,  I  will  run  away  from  you  both,  to 
one  of  her  women,  and  the  Iteward  and  chaplain. 

M  A  D  A  M, 
I  mention'd  fomething  to  Mr  Gay  of  a  Tunbridge 
acquaintance,  whom  we  forget  of  courfe  when  we 
return  to  town ;  and  yet  !  am  allured  that  if  they 
meet  again  next  lummer,  they  have  a  better  title  to 
refume  their  commerce.  Thus  1  look  on  my  rigiic 
of  corrcfponding  with  your  Grace  to  be  better  cfta- 
bliHicd  upon  your  return  to  Aimibury  ;  and  I  Ihall 
at  this  time  defccnd  to  forget,  or  at  lead  fufpeud  my 
refentments  of  your  neglect  all  the  time  you  were  in 
London.  I  dill  keep  in  my  heart,  that  Mr  Gay  had 
no  fooner  turned  his  back,  than  you  left  the  place 
\a  his  letter  void,  which  he  had  commaud'jd  you  to 
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fill;  though  your  guilt  confounded  you  fo  far,  that 
you  xvanted  prcfcnce  of  mind  to  blot  out  the  laft 
line,  v-hcre  that  command  ft.iri-d  you  in  the  face. 
But  it  is  my  misfortune  to  quarrel  with  all  my  ac- 
qnaintaarc,and  alwrivs  come  by  the  worfl';  and  For- 
tune is  ever  agriinO  me,  but  never  io  much  as  by 
purfuinn  me  out  of  mere  partiality  to  your  (Jrace,  for 
ivhich  you  are  t<i  anfwcr.  Bv  your  connivance,  ilu: 
hath  pif-afed,  by  one  tumble  on  the  ltair<;,  to  give 
mc  a  lamcnefs  that  Cix.  months  have  not  been  able 
perft-vfUy  to  cure  :  and  thus  I  am  prevented  Jror.i  rc- 
Tcngiiig  myfelf  by  continuing  a  month  at  Aimft>ury, 
and  breeding  coiifufionin  your  Grace's  family.  No 
difappuintment  through  my  whole  life  hath  l>ecn  fo 
vexatious  by  many  degrees ;  and  God  knows  whethcT 
1  Ihall  ever  live  to  lee  the  invifible  I.ady  to  whom 
I  was  obliged  for  fo  many  favour?,  and  whom  I  never 
beheld  Uncc  llic  was  a  bratt  in  hanging-llccvcs.  I 
am,  and  ihall  be  ever,  'vith  the  greatcft  rtlpc<St  and 
gratitude.  Madam,  your  Grace's  moA  obedient,  ^ad 
n\uH  humble,  SiC, 

I-    E    T    T    E    R      LIX. 

I>.ih1in,  Auc;.  r;,  175 j. 
1  KNOW  not  what  to  fay  to  chc  account  of  >oiir 
flowarddiip,  and  it  if^  nu>nftrous  tome,  that  the 
South-fea  flwuild  pay  half  their  debts  at  one  clapw 
But  I  will  Und  f»»r  the  m<>ney  rvhen  you  put  me  in- 
to tlie  way,  for  I  (hall  want  it  here,  ir.y  atl'atri<  being 
in  a  bad  coi><ii«ion  by  the  miicries  of  tlic  Winj^doin, 
and  my  own  private  fortune  l>eing  wholly  embroiled, 
aitd  woile  than  ever  ;  lb  that  I  fliall  foou  petition  the 
rinchcfs,  as  an  ob'crt  of  charity,  to  lend  mc  three 
or  four  tlmui'and  pfiunds  to  keep  up  my  diguity. 
yiy  oqc  liuudrcd  pouud  will  buy  luc  fix  hu^lluads  a( 
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\fiae.  which  will  fiipport  me  a  year  ;  "  provife  frii- 
*'  gis  in  annum  copia."  Horace  deiirtd  no  more  ; 
for  I  will  condrae  J nign  to  be  wine.  You  areyoung 
cnoi;gh  to  get  feme  lucky  hint,  which  muft  come  by- 
chance,  and  it  iLall  be  a  thing  of  importance, 
"  Ouod  et  hunc  in  annum  vivat  tt  in  plurcs,"  and 
you  fliall  not  linifn  it  in  haffs,'  and  it  fliall  be  di- 
verting, and  ufcfully  fatiiital,  and  the  Duchefs 
fiiall  be  your  critic  ;  and  betwixt  you  and  me,  I  do 
not  lind  ilie  will  grovvf  weary  of  you  till  this  time 
feven  years.  I  had  lately  an  offer  to  change  for  an 
Englilli  living,  which  is  juft  too  fliort  by  300  I. 
a-ycar ;  and  that  mull  be  made  upout  of  the  Duchefs 's 
pin-money  before  I  can  confent.  I  want  tobeminifter 
cif  Aimfhury,  Dawley,  IHvitkenham,  Rilkins,  and 
Prebendary  of  Wcftminfler,  elle  I  will  not  ftir  a  (lep, 
but  content  myfelf  with  making  the  Duchefs  mife- 
r<tblc  three  months  next  fumnicr.  But  I  keep  ill 
company  ;  I  mean  the  Duchefs  and  you,  who  are 
both  out  of  favour;  and  fo  I  find  am  I,  by  a  few 
vcrfcs  wherein  Pope  and  you  have  your  parts.  You 
}Kar  Dr  D — ly  has  got  a  wife  with  1600  1.  a-ycai-; 
1,  who  am  his  governor,  cannot  take  one  under  two 
thouland;  I  willi  you  would  enciuire  of  fuch  a  one 
in  your  neighbourhood.  See  what  it  is  to  write 
giidly  books  !  I  profcfs  I  envy  you  above  all  men  in 
>.ng!and;  you  want  notliing  but  three  thoufand 
pnunds'  more,  to  keep  you  in  plenty  when  vour 
ffitmls  grow  weary  of  you;  to  prevent  which  lad 
<vil  at  Aimlbury,  you  mufl  learn  to  domineer  and 
Iv  pctvifli,  to  find  fradt  with  their  victuals  and 
drink,  to  chide  and  direcl  the  fcrvants,  with  ibnie 
other  IcfTons,  which  1  Ihall  teach  you,  and  always 
pra(3:irtd  myfelf  with  fuccefs.  1  believe  1  formerly 
dtlh-cd  to  know  wliether  the  Vicar  of  Aimlbury  can 
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play  at  Back-gammon  ?  pray  a(t  him  tlic  qucftlcm, 
and  give  him  my  fervicc. 

Tu    the    D  u  c  H  E  f  s. 
M  A  D  A  M , 

I  was  the  moft  unwary  crcatiiTf  in  the  world, 
when,  ajjainft  my  old  maxim^,  I  writ  fiill  to  you 
upon  your  return  to  Tunbridgc.  I  In'g  that  this  con- 
dcfcfnlion  of  mine  may  go  no  farther,  and  that  you 
will  not  pretend  to  make  a  precedent  of  it.  I  never 
knew  any  man  cured  of  any  inattention,  although 
the  pretended  caufes  were  removed.  When  1  was 
with  Mr  Gay  laft  in  London,  tnlking  with  him  upon 
fomc  poetical  fubinfts,  he  would  anfwcr;  "  Well,  I 
"  am  determined  rujt  to  accept  the  employment  of 
•'  Gcntleman-uflicr;"  and  of  the  r«mc  dii'iHil'tion 
were  all  my  poetical  friends  ;  ard  if  yt)u  cannot  cure 
him,  I  utterly  dcfpair. — As  to  yourlclf,  I  will  fay 
to  you  (though  comparilbns  he  odious)    what  I  faid 

to  the ,  that  your  C|uulity  lliould  be   never  any 

oiotivc  of  cflecm  to  me.  My  compliment  was  then 
lofl,  but  it  will  not  be  lb  to  you.  For  I  know  you 
more  by  any  one  of  your  letters  than  I  could  by  lix 
months  converling.  "  Your  pen  is  always  more  natu- 
r;il,  .-md  t'lncerc  and  unalUCltd  than  your  tongue  ; 
in  writino  you  are  too  la/.y  to  give  yourfclf  the 
trouble  of  aOling  a  part,  and  liave  indeed  aiTled  fo 
intliCcrietly  that  I  have  you  at  mercy:  and  although 
viHi  diould  arrive  ni  fuch  a  height  of  immorality  as 
to  deny  vour  hand,  yet,  whenever  I  produce  it,  the 
world  will  unite  in  fwcaring  this  muft  come  from 
you  only. 

!    will  anfwer  your  qucflion.     Mr  Cay  is  not  dif-  « 
rtft  t  eno\ijd»  to  live  alone,    but  he  is  too  difcrcct  to 
live  alone  ;  and  yet  (uclcfs  you  mend  bim)  be  vtWl 
I 
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■live  alone  even  in  your  Grace's  company.  Your 
•quarrelling  with  eacho  tlier  upon  the  fubje»£t  of  bread 
and  butter,  is  the  moft  ufual  thing  in  the  world  ; 
parliaments,  courts,  cities,  and  kingdoms,  quarrel 
for  no  other  caufe  :  from  hence,  and  from  hence 
only,  arile  all  the  quarrels  between  Whig  and  Tory; 
between  thofe  who  are  in  the  miniftry,  and  thofe 
who  are  out';  between  all  pretenders  to  employment 
in  the  church,  the  law,  and  the  army  :  even  the 
common  proverb  teaches  you  this,  when  we  fay,  It 
is  none  of  my  bread  and  butter,  meaning  it  is  no  bu- 
lincfs  of  mine.  Therefore  I  defpair  of  any  recon- 
cilement between  you  till  the  affair  of  bread  and  but* 
ter  be  adjufted,  wherein  I  would  gladly  be  a  media- 
tor. If  Mahomet  fliould  come  to  the  mountain,  how 
happy  would  an  excellent  lady  be,  who  lives  a  few 
■miles  from  this  town?  As  I  was  telling  of  Mr  Gay's 
■way  of  living  at  Aimfbury,  flie  offered  fifty  guineas 
to  have  you  both  at  her  houfe  for  one  hour  over  a 
bottle  of  Burgundy,  which  we  were  then  drink- 
ing. To  your  queftion  I  anfwer,  that  your  Grace 
fliould  pull  me  by  the  fleeve  till  you  tore  it  off ; 
and  when  you  laid  you  were  weary  of  me,  I  would 
pretend  to  be  deaf,  and  think  (according  to  an- 
other proverb)  that  you  tore  my  cloaths  to  keep  me 
from  going.  1  never  will  believe  one  word  you  fay 
of  my  Lord  Duke,  unlefs  I  fee  three  or  four  lines  in 
his  own  hand  at  the  bottom  of  yours.  I  have  a  con- 
cern in  the  whole  family,  and  Mr  Gay  mud  give  me 
a  particular  account  of  every  branch,  for  I  am  not 
afliamcd  of  you  though  you  be  Duke  and  Duchefs, 
though  1  have  been  of  others  who  are,  ire.  and  I  do 
not  doubt  but  even  your  own  fervants  love  you, 
even  down  to  your  poflilions.  When  I  come  to  Aunf- 
bury,  before  I  fee  your  Grace  I  will  have  an  hour's 
Vol.  VIII.  P 
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'><onv€rfation  with  the  vicar,  who  will  tell  me  ho*/ 
'familiarly  you    talk  to  Goody  Dobfon  and  all  titc 

neighbours,  as   if   you  wtre  their   equal,  and  that 

you  were  godmothtr  to  her  fun  JacWy. 

I  am,  and  Ihall  he  ever,  with  the  grcaicftrcfpc<ft, 

your  Grace's  moft  obedient,  &c. 

LETTER      LX. 

Dablin,  Oil.  3,  f^^r. 
•T  USUAL  LY  \vritc  to  friends  after  a  paufc  of  A 
•*■  few  weeks,  that  I  may  not  interrupt  them  in 
better  company,  better  thoughts,  and  better  divcr- 
fions.  1  believe  I  have  told  you  of  a  great  nian, 
who  laid  to  me,  that  he  ne\er  once  in  his  life  recei- 
ved a  good  letter  from  Ireland  :  for  which  there  arc 
■rcafons  enough  withoutairroutingourunderllandings: 
for  there  is  not  one  ptrfon  out  of  this  country,  who 
regards  any  events  that  pafs  here,  unlefs  he  hath  an 
•eftate  or  employment. — I  cannot  tell  that  you  or  I 
ever  gave  the  Icaft  provocation  to  the  prcfent  mini- 
ftry,  and  much  lefs  to  the  court  ;  and  yet  I  am  ten 
times  more  out  of  favour  than  you.  For  my  own 
part,  I  do  not  fee  the  politic  of  opening  common  Ict- 
ter5,  directed  to  perfons  generally  known  ;  for  a  maa'i 
under Aanding  would  be  very  weak  to  convey  fecrcts 
by  the  pod,  if  he  knew  any,  which,  I  declare,  I  do 
not :  and,bcQ(les,  I  think  the  world  is  already  To  well 
informed  by  plain  events,  that  I  queftion  whtthtT 
the  niinirtcr.;  have  any  fecrcts  at  all.  Neither  would 
I  be  under  any  appr-.heulions  if  a  letter  thould  be 
Tent  me  full  of  trcafou ;  bccaufc  I  cannot  hinder 
people  from  writing  what  they  pleale,  nor  lending  it 
to  me;  and  ahhcugh  it  ihould  be  difcovered  to  have 
been  <i|>eu(.(l  before  it  came  to  my  hand,  I  would 
only  buru  it  uitd  iliijik  uu  further,   i  ^ipprovc  of  tlic 
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fchemc  you  haVe  to  grow  fomewhat  richer,  though,  I- 
agree,  yoa  \vill  meet  with  difcouragements ;  and  it 
is  reafonable  you  fliould,  confidering  what  kind  of 
pens  are  at  this  time  only  employed  and  encouraged  : 
for  you  mufl  allow  that  the  bad  painter  was  in  the 
right,  who,  having  painted  a  cock,  drove  away  all 
the  cocks  and  hens,  and  even  the  chickens,  for  fear 
thofe  who  pafled  by  his  fliop  might  make  a  compa- 
lifon  with  his  work.     And  I  will  fay  one  thing  in^ 
fpite  of  the  poft-officers,  that  fuice  Wit  and^Learn- 
ing  began  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  our  kingdoms,  they 
were  never  profeffedly  thrown  alide,  contemned,  and 
puniflied,  tiU  within  your  own  memory  ;  nor  dulnefs 
and  ignorance  ever  fo  openly  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted.     In  anfwer  to  what  you  fay  of  my  living 
among  you,  if  I  could  do  it  to  my  eafe;  perhaps  you. 
have  heard  of  a  fcheme  for  an  exchange  in  Berkfliire 
propofed  by  two  of  our  friend? ;  but,  befides  the  dif- 
ficulty of  adjulling  certain  circumftances,  it  would 
not  anfwer.     I  am  at  a  time  of  life  that  feeks  eafe 
and  independence;  you'll  hear  my  reafons  when  you. 
fee  thofe  friends,  and  I  concluded  them  with  faying. 
That  I  would  rather  be  a  freeman  among  Haves,, 
tJian  a  flave  among  freemen.    The  dignity  of  my 
preftnt  (Vation  damps  the  pertnefs  of  inferior  puppies. 
and  fquires,  which,  without  plenty  and  eafe  on  your 
£de  the  channel,  would  break  my  heart  in  a  month. 

Madam, 
See  what  it  is  to  live  where  I  do.  I  am  utterly  ig- 
norant of  that  fame  vStrado  del  Poe  ;  and  yet,  if  that 
author  be  againfl  lending  or  giviiig  money,  I  can- 
»ot  but  think  him  a  good  courtier ;  which,  1  am  fure, 
vour  Grace  is  not,  no  not  fo  much  as  to  be  a  maid 
of  honoux :  for  1  am  certainly  informed  thiit  you 

P  3. 
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arc  neither  a  Freethinker,  nor  can  fdl  bargains ;  that 
you  can  neither  Ipcll,  nor  talk,  nor  write,  nor  think 
like  a  courtier;  that  you  pretend  to  be  relpcjfted  for 
qualities  which  have  been  out  of  fafliion  ever  lince 
you  were  almoft  in  your  cradle;  that  your  contempt 
for  a  fine  petticoat  is  an  infallible  mark  of  difaffec- 
tion;  which  is  further  confirmed  by  your  ill-tadc  for 
wit,  in  preferring  two  old-fafhioncd  poets  before 
Duck  or  CiblK-r.  Betides,  you  Ipell  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  no  court-lady  can  read,  and  write  in  fudi  aa 
old-faHiioncd  Ayle  as  none  of  tlicm  can  undcrfl.uid. . 
— You  need  not  be  in  pain  about  Mr  Gay's  ft(Kk  of 
health.  1  promifc  you  he  will  fpend  it  all  upon  la- 
zinefs,  and  run  deep  in  debt  by  a  winter's  repofc 
in  town ;  therefore  I  entreat  your  Grace  will  order 
him  to  move  his  chops  Icfs  and  his  legs  more  the  fir 
cold  months,  elfc  he  will  fp^nd  all  his  money  ia 
phyfic  and  coach-hire.  I  am  in  much  perplexity 
about  your  Grace's  declaration,  of  the  manner  in 
which  you  difpofe  wiiat  you  call  your  love  and  rc- 
fpeifV,  which,  you  fay,  are  n(>t  paid  to  merit  Init  to 
your  own  humour.  Now,  Madam,  my  misfortune 
is,  that  1  luive  notliing  to  plead  but  abundance 
of  merit,  and  there  goes  an  ugly  obfervation,  that 
the  humour  of  ladies  is  apt  to  change.  Now,  Ma- 
dam, if  I  lliould  go  to  Aimlbury  with  a  great  load 
of  merit,  and  your  Grace  happen  to  be  out  of  hu- 
mour, and  will  nut  piirchafc  my  merchandize  at  the 
price  of  your  rcfpei.'^,  the  goods  may  be  damaged, 
and  nobody  clfe  will  take  them  off  my  hands.  Bc- 
fulcs,  you  have  declared  Mr  CJay  to  hold  the  firft 
part,  and  I  but  the  fecond;  which  is  hard  treatment, 
fince  I  fliall  be  the  ncAvell  acquaintance  by  feme 
years;  and  I  will  appeal  to  all  the  reft  of  your  fti, 
whether  fuch  an  iimovation  ou^bt  to  be  allowed  I  I 


PROM    DR    SWIF  T,    ire.  x  73 

ftould  be  ready  to  fay  in  the  common  forms,  that  I 
was  much  obliged  to  the  Lady  who  willied  flie  could 
give  the  bed  living,  &c.  if  I  did  not  vehemently  fu- 
Ipect  it  was  the  very  fan^e  lady  who  fpoke  many 
things  to  me  in  the  lame  ftyie,  and  alio  with  regaid 
to  the  gentleman  at  your  elbow  when  you  writ, 
whofe  dupe  he  was  as  well  as  of  her  waiting-woman ; 
but  they  were  both  arrant  knaves,  as  I  told  him 
and  a  third  friend,  though  they  will  not  believe  it  to 
this  day.  I  defire  to  preient  my  mofl  humble  re- 
fpetSts  to  my  Lord  Duke,  and  with  mv  heartieft 
prayer  for  the  profperity  of  the  whole  family,  remain 
your  Grace's,  &c. 

LETTER      LXI. 
To  Mr  Pope. 

Dublin,  June  12,  lyjr. 
T-I>OUBT  habit  hath  little  power  to  reconcile  us  . 

with  fscknefs  attended  with  paiu.     With  me,  the 
lownefs  of  fpirits  hath  a  moft  unhappy  effedt;  I  am 
grown  lefs   patient  with  fclitude,  and  harder  to  be 
pleas'd  with  company;  which  J  could  formerly  bet- 
ter digeft,  when  J  could  be  eafier  without  it  thaa  at.. 
prefent.     As  to  fending  you  any  thing  that  I  have 
w-ritten  fince  I  left  you,  (cither  verfe  or  profe),  1  can 
only  fay  that  I   have   order'd,   by  my  will,  that  all  , 
my  papers  of  any  kind  ijiall  be  deliver'd  you  to  dii-  . 
pofe  of  as  you  pleafe.     I  have  feveral  things  that   [ 
have  had  fchemes  to  finiili,  or  to  attempt,  but  I  ve- . 
ry  fooliflily  put  off  the  trouble,  a»  finner?*  do  their 
repentance;  for   I  grow  every  day  more  averfc  from  . 
writing,  which  is  very  natural;  and,  when  I  take  a 
pen,   fay  to  myfelf  a  thoufand  times,*  f.Oii  eji  tanti. 
As  to  thofe   papers  of  four  or  five  years  part,  that 
you  are  pleat'd  to  require  f  ^on  :  they  conl'.ft  cf  li'-'a's 
1^  3 
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accidental  things  writ  in  the  country ;  family  aniufc* 
mints,  never  intended  further  than  to  divert  ouf 
Iclvcs  and  fomc  neighbours;  or  fome  effects  of  anger 
on  public  grievances  here,  wiiich  would  be  iuli^ni- 
ficant  out  of  lhi^  kingdom.  Two  or  three  uf  us  had 
a  fancy,  three  yeais  ago,  to  write  a  weekly  paper, 
and  call  it  an  Intelligencer  :  but  it  continued  not  long; 
for  the  whole  volume  (it  was  reprinted  in  London, 
and,  J  find,  you  have  feen  it)  was  the  work  only  of 
two,  myfelf  and  Dr  Sheridan.  If  we  could  havj  got 
fomc  ingenious  young  man  to  have  been  the  mana- 
^er,  who  fliould  have  publitliid  all  that  might  be 
lent  to  him,  it  might  have  continued  loqgcr^foi  tb«f« 
vcre  hints  enough  :  but  the  printer  here  could  not 
afTord  fuch  a  young  man  one  farthing  for  his  .trou- 
ble, the  fale  being  lb  fmall,  and  the  price  one  half-. 
jKnny;  and  To  it  drt)pt.  In  the  volume  you  law  (ro 
anlwer  your  qucflion.^),  the  ift,  3d,  sth,  7th,  were 
mine:  of  the  &!li  I  writ  only  the  vcries,  (very  un- 
corrnT.,  but  againfl  a  fellow  we  all  hated);  the  ptli 
mine;  the  ictl>  only  the  vcrfcb,  and  of  thole  not  tiic 
four  laft  flovuily  lines;  the  15th  is  a  jwrnj^hlet  of 
mine,  printed  before  with  Dr  Sh 's  preface,  mere- 
ly for  lazincfs  not  to  dilappoint  die  town;  and  (b 
was  the  ipth,  which  contains  only  a  parcel  of  faCls- 
rtlating  purely  to  the  milerics  o(  Ireland,  and  wholly, 
utelcfs  and  unentcrtaining  As  to  other  things  cC 
mine  fincc  I  left  you,  there  arc  in  prole,  a  View  of 
the  Mate  of  Ireland  ;  a  Projcvfl  for  eating  Children  ; 
and  a  Defence  of  Lord  Carterei  ;  in  vcrlc,  a  l.ibcl 
en  Dr  D —  and  Lord  Carteret ;  a  Letter  to  Dr  D — , 
«»n  the  I.ibc's  writ  ai;ainft  liim;  the  fiarracW,  (a  fi( - 
kn  copy) ;  the  Lady's  Journal ;  the  I  ady's  DrtlTinj.*- 
room,  (a  flolcn  copy);  the  Plea  of  tlic  L\ima'd,  (3 
llolco  copy) :  all  ihei'c  have  been  f'liutcd  m  Loadoa. 
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(F  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  Tale  of  Sir  Ralph  was 
fcnt  from  England.)  Befides  thefe  there  are  five  or 
fix  (perhaps  more)  papers  of  verfes  Avrit  in  the  north, 
but  perfedt  family  things,  two  or  three  of  which  may- 
be tolerable;  the  reft  but  indifferent,  and  the  hujnour- 
only  local,  and  fome  that  would  give  offence  tp  the, 
tinaes.  Such  as  they  are,  I  will  bring  them,  tolei^abla. 
or  bad,  if  1  recover  this  bmenefs,  and  live  long 
enough  to  fee  you  either  here  or  there.  I  forget  again 
to  tell  you,  that  the  fcheme  of  paying  debts  by  a  tax. 
on  vices,  is  not  one.  ly liable  mine,  but  of  a  young 
clergyman  whom  1  countejiance;  he  told  me  it  was- 
built  upon  a  paffage  in  Gulliver,  where  a  projecftor; 
hath  foniething  upon  the  fame  thought.  This  young. 
man  i?  the  moft  hopeful  we  have:  a  book  of  his 
poems  was  printed  in  London  ;  Dr  D —  is  one  of  his. 
patrons  :  he  is  married,  and  has  children,  and  makes, 
up  about  loo  1.  a-year,  on  which  he  live?  decently. 
Ihe  utmoft.ftretch  of  his  ambition  is,  to  gather  up« 
as  much  fuperfluous  money  as  will  give  him  a  light- 
of  you,  and  half  an  hour  of  your  prefence ;  after 
which  he  will  return  home  in  full  fatisfadlion,  and. 
in  proper  time  die  in  peace. 

My  poetical  fountain  is  drained,  and  I  profefs  I; 
grow  gradually  for  dry,  that  a  rhime  with  me  is  al-. 
mofl  as  hard  to  find  ^s  a  guinea ;  and  even  profe 
fpeculations  tire  me  almoft  as  much.  Yet  I  have  a 
thing  in  profe  begun  alxjut  twenty-eight  years  ago, 
and  ainiofl:  fmiflie.d.  It  will  make  a  four-fliilling. 
volume,  and  is  iuch  a  perfe(flion  of  folly,  that  you. 
fliall  never  hear  of  it  till  it  is  printed,  and  then  you, 
il:all  be  left  to  guefs  *.  Nay,  1  have  another  of  the 
fame  age,  which  will  require  a  long  time  to  perfci.% 
aod  is  worfc  than  the  former,  in  which  1  will  fexv* 
•  Pclitt  Cynvtrfaiion. 
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you  the  fame  way.  1  litard  lately  from  Mr  — — — , 
who  promifts  to  be  lefs  lazy  in  order  to  mend  his 
fortune  :  but  women  who  live  by  tlicir  beauty,  and 
jTjcn  by  their  wit,  arc  IclJom  provident  enough  to 
coaiider  that  both  wit  and  beauty  will  go  off  with 
years,  and  there  is  nu  living  upon  the  credit  of  what 
is  palL 

1  am  in  great  concern  to  hear  cf  my  Lady  Bo- 
lingbroke's  ill  licahh  retiimed  upon  htr,  and  I  doubc 
my  Lord  will  find  Dawley  too  lolitiuy  without  her. 
lu  that  neither  he  nor  you  arc  companions  young 
enough  for  me  :  and,  I  believe,  the  btfl  part  of  the 
realbn  why  men  are  laid  to  grow  children  when  thty 
are  old,  is  bctaufe  they  cannot  entertain  thcmfclv^s 
with  thinking;  which  i^  liie  very  cafe  of  little  Ivivs 
and  girls,  who  love  to  l)e  noify  among  their  play -fel- 
lows. I  am  tyld  Mrs  Pope  is  without  pain,  and  I 
have  not  heard  of  a  more  gentle  decay,  without  iin- 
cahnefs  to  hirldf  and  friends;  yet  I  cannot  but  pity 
you,  who  art  ten  times  the  greater  furterer,  by  ha- 
ving the  perfon  you  raofl  love,  fo  long  htfore  vou, 
and  dying  daily  ;  and  I  pray  God  It  may  cot  alTeCt 
jour  mind  or  your  hcaltlt. 

L    E    T    T    j:    R      LXIL 
•  Mr  P  o  p  £  to  Dr  S  w  I  K  T. 

Dfc.  5.  i7;j. 

tT  is  rot  a  time  to  coiTir'-'^'i^  that  you  have  not  an- 

fwcred  me  two  letters  ^in  the  laft  of  wliich  1  w.,.; 

impatient  under  fome  fears  :)  it  is  not  now  indeed  a 

time  to  think  of  m;  fcif,  when  one  of  the  neareA  and 

*  -"  On  mv  4rAT  frirml  Mr-Oay '» <lr»lli :  rrre'ivri  Drrrm- 
*'  b<r  <4th.  hat  not  rca<l  till  tUr  'otii,  by  an  impuirc,  fnrr^ 
*•  biidiii!;  Irmc  tni(f<>rtU"c."  t  l'hi«  note  ii  ilidurrcd  oa 
the  orijiua:  iclttr  U  Or  Swifi's  hJiud.J  • 
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longeft  ties  I  have  ever  had  is  broken  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  by  the  unexpecSted  death  of  poor  Mr  Gay.  An 
inflammatory  fever  hurried  him  out  of  this  life  in 
three  days.  He  died  laft  night  at  nine  o'clock,  not 
deprived  of  his  fenfes  entirely  at  laft,  and  poiTefling 
them  perfedtly  till  within  five  hours.  He  alked  of 
you  a  few  hours  before,  when  in  acute  torment  by 
the  inflammation  in  his  bowels  and  breafl:.  His  ef- 
fetfks  are  in  the  Duke  of  Queenlberry's  cuflody.  His 
lifters,  we  fuppofe,  will  be  his  heirs,  who  are  two 
widows;  as  yet  it  is  not  known  whether  or  no  he 
left  a  will. — Good  God !  how  often  are  we  to  die  be- 
fore we  go  quite  off  this  ftage  ?  in  every  friend  we 
lofe  a  part  of  ourfelves,  and  the  beft  part.  God  keep 
thofc  we  have  left !  fe^v  are  worth  praying  for,  and 
one's  felf  the  leaft  of  all. 

I  fliall  never  fee  you  now,  I  believe;  one  of  your 
principal  calls  to  England  is  at  an  end.  Indeed  he 
was  tlie  moft  amiable  by  far,  his  qualities  were  the 
gentleft;  but  I  love  you  as  well  andas  iirmly.  Would 
to  God  the  man  we  have  loft  had  not  been  fo  ami- 
able, nor  fo  good  !  but  that's  a  wjili  for  our  own  fakes, 
not  for  his.  Sure  if  innocence  and  integrity  can  de- 
ferve  happinefs,  it  muft  be  his.  Adieu,  1  can  add 
nothing  to  what  you  will  feel,  and  diminifli  nothing 
from  it.  Yet  write  to  me,  and  foon.  Believe  no 
man  now  living  loves  you  better,  1  believe  no  maa 
ever  did,  than 

A.  POPE. 

Dr  Arbuthnot,  whofe  humanity  you  know,  he.ir- 
tily  commends  himfelf  to  you.  All  poffible  diligence 
and  afTeclion  has  been  (liown,  and  continued  attend- 
ance on  this  melancholy  occafion.  Once  more  adieu, 
and  write  to  one  who  is  truly  diiconfolate. 
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Dear  Sir, 
1  am  forry  that  the  rcnctral  of  our  corrcfpoadcnce  • 
fitould  be  upon  fuch  a  mclanchi-ly  occafion.  Poor 
Mr  Cay  died  of  an  inflammation,  and,  I  believe,  at 
lad  a  niortilication  of  thcbowcU;  it  was  the  moft 
precipitate  caTc  I  ever  knew,  having  cut  him  otF  in. 
three  days,  ile  was  attenclcd  by  two  phyficians  be- 
iidcs  myfclf.  I  believed  the  dillenipcr  mortal  fiom. 
the  beginning.  I  h.ivc  not  had  the  pleafurc  of  a. 
Unc  from  you  thcfe  two  year.'!.;  I  wrote  one  about > 
your  health,  to  which  !  had  no  anfwcr.  1  wifl»  you 
all  health  and  happinef:.,  being  w'.th  great  afl'c<SUoa> 
and  rcfpev^,  Sil,  Your.,  &c. 

LETTER       LXIir. 

Dublin,  173J.-3. 
1  RECE  IVED  yours  with  a  few  lines  from  the 
■^  Do(5kor,  and  the  account  of  our  lofing  Mr  Gay, 
upon  which  event  1  lliall  fay  nothirvg.  I  am  onlf- 
co.iccrn'd  that  long-living  hath  not  harden'd  me  : 
for  even  in.  (hii  kingdom,  and  in  a  few  days  pal>, 
two  perfons  of  gicH  merit,  wht>m  I  loved  very  well,, 
have  died  in  the  prirnc  of  their  ycirs,  but  a  little 
above  thirty.  I  would  endeavour  to  comfort  myfelf 
upon  the  loi.^  of  Irieads,  as  I  do  upi>n  the  lofs  of 
money,  by  tuioing  to  my  accouut-book,  and  feeing 
whether  I  have  enough  left  for  my  fuj>port;  but  ia 
jhc  former  cafe  1  find  I  have  not,  any  more  than  in. 
tliC  other;  and  I  know  not  .iuy  man  who  i>  in  a 
Ijrcartr  liktlihood  than  niyfclf  to  die  F'***"^  *"'^  fricnd- 
Icfi.  You  arc  a  nuich  greater  lyi'cr  than  me  by  hii 
death,  as  being  a  more  intim.tte  friend,  and  often 
)\is  companion;  whiclt  latter  1  rould  n^'ver  hope  to 
be,  excci)t  pcihap'^  ouce  more  in  my  lilt  for  a  piece. 
ef  uiammcr.    I  hope  be  ba;U  kit  you  the  catc  (*C. 
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any  writings  he  may  have  left ;  and  I  wifli  that,  with 
thofe  already  extant,  they  could  all  be  publiflied  ia 
■a  fair  edition  under  your  infpecTtion.  Your  poem  on 
the  Ufe  of  Riches  hath  been  jufl:  printed  here,  and 
we  have  no  objetftion  but  the  obfcurity  of  feveral 
paffages  by  our  ignorance  in  fadts  and  perlbns,  which 
makes  us  lofe  abundance  of  the  fatire.  Had  the 
printer  given  me  notice,  I  would  have  honeftly  print- 
ed the  names  at  length,  where  I  happened  to  know 
them  ;  and  writ  explanatory  notes,  which  however 
would  have  been  but  few;  for  my  iongabf'ence  hath 
made  me  ignorant  of  what  paflcs  out  of  the  fcene 
where  I  am.  I  never  had  the  lead  hint  from  yoa 
about  this  work,  any  mote  than  of  your  former  upon 
Tafte.  We  are  told  here,  that  you  are  preparing 
other  pieces  of  the  fame  bulk  to  be  infcribed  to  other 
friends;  one  (for  inftance)  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
another  to  Lord  Oxford,  and  fo  on. — Doi^or  Delany 
prefents  you  his  moft  humble  lervice  :  he  behaves 
himfclf  very  commendably,  ccnverfes  only  with  his 
former  friends,  makes  no  parade,  but  entertains  them 
conftantly  at  an  elegant  plentiful  table,  walks  the 
ftreets,  as  ufual,  by  day-light,  does  many  a(£ls  of 
charity  and  gcntroiity,  cultivates  a  coiintry-houfe 
two  miles  diftaut,  and  is  one  of  thofe  vcrv  few  with- 
in my  knowledge,  on  wham  a  great  accefs  of  fortune 
hath  made  no  manner  of  change;  and  particularly, 
he  is  often  without  money,  as  he  was  before.  We 
have  got  my  Lord  Orrery  amot^  us,  being  forced  to 
continue  here  on  the  ill  condition  of  his  eftatc  by  the 
knavery  of  an  agent-;  he  is  a  moll  worthy  gentleman, 
whom,  1  hope,  you  will  be  acquainted  with.  I  am 
very  much  obliged  by  your  favour  to  Mr  P — ,  which, 
I  dtfire,  may  continue  no  longer  than  he  fliall  de- 
fcrve  by  hib  mod'-fty,  a  virtue  1  never  knew  him  to 
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want,  but  is  hard  for  young  men  to  keep,  x^'ithout 
abundance  of  ballad.  If  you  arc  acquainted  witk 
the  Duchcfs  of  Quccnfberry,  I  dcUrc  you  would  pre- 
fcnt  her  my  mofl  humble  fcrvice  :  i  think  Hk:  is  a 
greater  lofcr  by  the  death  of  our  friend  than  cither  of 
us.  She  iccms  a  lady  of  excellent  feme  and  fpirit. 
1  had  often  poftfcripts  from  her  in  our  friend's  let- 
ters tome;  and  her  part  was  fometimcs  longer  than 
his,  and  they  made  up  great  part  of  the  little  happi- 
rcfs  I  could  have  here.  1  his  was  the  more  gene- 
rous, becaufe  1  never  iaw  her  fincc  {h«  was  a  girl  of 
five  years  old ;  nor  did  I  envy  poor  Mr  Gay  for  any 
thing  Co  much  as  being  a  domeflic  friend  to  fuch  a 
lady.  I  defirc  you  will  never  fail  to  fend  nic  a  par- 
ticular account  of  your  health.  I  dare  hardly  en> 
quire  about  Mrs  Pope,  who,  I  am  told,  is  but  juft 
among  the  living,  and  confequcntly  a  continual  grief 
to  you  :  flie  is  fenfible  of  your  tcnderners,  which  robs 
her  of  the  only  happincis  flic  is  capable  of  enjoying: 
and  yet  I  pity  you  more  tlian  her  ;  you  cannot 
lengthen  her  days,  and  I  beg  llic  may  not  fliortcn 
yours. 

LETTER       LXIV. 

.  Krb.  i6,  1753, -?. 
1  T  is  indeed  impotTiblc  to  fpeak  on  fuch  a  fubjc»fl 
as  the  lofs  of  Mr  Gay,  to  me  an  irreparable  one: 
but  I  fend  you  what  I  intend  for  the  iiilcription  on 
his  tomb,  which  the  Duke  of  Qucenlbcrry  will  fct 
up  at  VVeflminfler.  As  to  his  writings,  he  left  no 
will,  nor  Tpokc  a  word  of  them,  (»r  any  thing  elfc, 
during  his  ihort  and  precipitate  illnefs,  in  which 
J  attended  him  to  his  lafl  breath.  The  Duke  li; 
ailed  more  than  the  part  of  a  brother  to  him,  aii>l 
it  will  be  AraDge  if  the  iUlcis  do  not  leave  his  papers 
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totally*  to  his  dilpofal,  who  will  <lo  the  fame  that 
I  would  do  with  them.  He  has  managed  the  Co- 
medy (which  our  poor  friend  gave  to  the  playhoufe 
the  week  before  his  death)  to  the  utmoft  advantage 
for  his  relations;  and  propofes  to  do  the  fame  with 
fome  Fable:^  he  left  unfinifned. 

There  is  nothing  of  late  which  I  think  of  more 
than  mortality,  and  what  you  mention  of  collecting 
the  beft  monuments  we  can  of  our  friends,  their 
own  images  in  their  writings  :  (forthofe  are  the  beft, 
when  their  minds  are  fuch  as  Mr  Gay's  was,  and 
as  yours  is.)  I  am  preparing  alfo  for  my  own, 
havmg  nothing  fo  m.uch  at  heart  as  to  fliew  the 
filly  world  that  men  of  wit,  or  even  poets,  m.ay  be 
the  moft  moral  of  mankind.  A  few  ioofe  things 
fometime;  fall  from  them,  by  which  ccnforious  fool* 
iudge  as  ill  of  them  as  poflibly  they  can,  for  their 
own  comfort :  and,  indeed,  when  fuch  unguarded 
and  trifling  jcux  a  cfirit  have  once  got  abroad,  all 
that  prudence  or  repentance  can  do,  fince  they  can- 
not be  denied,  is  to  put  them  fairly  upon  that  foot; 
and  teach  the  public  (as  we  have  done  in  the  pre- 
face to  tlie  four  volumes  of  Mifcellanies)  to  dillia- 
guiOi  betwixt  our  ftudies  and  our  idlenefies,  our 
works  and  our  weaknefies.  That  was  the  whole  end 
of  the  laft  volume  of  Mifcellanies,  without  .which 
our  former  declaration  in  that  preface,  *'  That  thefe 
"  volumes  contained  all  that  we  have  ever  offended 
"  that  way,"  would  have  been  diiciedited.  It  went 
indeed  to  my  heart,  to  omit  what  you  called  the 
Libel  on  Dr  D — ,  and  the  bcfl  Panegyric  on  myfelf, 
that  either  my  own  times  or  any  other  could  have 
aflbrded,  or  will  ever  afford  to  me.  The  book,  as 
you  obferve,  was  printed  in  great  haftc :  the  caufe 
whereof  was,  that  the  bookfeUcrs  lierc  were  doinj 
Vol,  VI il.  CL 
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the  fame,  in  colkifling  your  pieces,  the  corn  \i 
tl»e  cliAlTj  1  don't  nuan  that  any  thing  of  your 
chaff,  but  witli  other  wit  of  Ireland  whicli  was  ;  , 
and  the  wliolc  in  your  natnc.  1  meant  principally 
to  oblige  them  to  feparatc  what  you  writ  llrioully 
from  wiiat  you  writ  carcicf>ly;  and  thought  my  own 
vccds  mi^lit  paf*  for  a  Ibrt  of  wild  ilowers,  when 
bundled  up  with  them. 

It  was  I  tliat  lent  you  tliofc  books  into  Ireland, 
and  To  1  did  my  Jipiftie  to  l,ord  Bathurrt,  even  before 
it  was  publilli'd,  and  anotiier  thing  of  mine,  which 
is  a  '  Parody  fiom  Horace,  writ  in  two  niorning^. 
]  never  took  more  care  ia  my  life  of  any  thing  tliuu 
of  the  former  of  tliel'e,  nor  leis  than  of  the  latter  : 
yet  every  friend  has  forced  me  to  print  it,  though  in 
truth,  mv  own  faiglc  motive  was  about  twenty  liut.^ 
towards  the  latter  end,  which  you  will  find  v:\t. 

1  have  declined  opening  to  you  by  letters  t!".r 
whole  li:iiemc  of  my  nrelent  work,  expecting  ftill  :o 
do  it  in  a  better  manner  in  pcrfon  :  but  you  will  ke 
pretty  Toon,  that  the  letter  to  Lord  Bathurll  is  a  part 
of  it,  and  you  will  tind  a  ]>lain  cnnneiflion  iKtWLcn 
them,  if  you  read  them  in  the  order  jiift  contrary  to 
that  they  were  publiili'd  in.  I  imitate  thole  cun- 
ning tradefmen,  who  ihow  their  bed  I'llks  lafl ;  or 
(to  give  you  a  truer  idea,  tlio'  it  founds  too  proudly) 
my  works  M-ill,  in  one  relpeel,  be  like  the  works  uf 
Mature,  much  more  to  be  liked  and  undcrn(K>d  wlien 
confidercd  in  the  relation  they  bear  with  each  othir, 
than  when  ignorantly  look'd  uprn  one  by  one;  ami 
often  thofc  parts,  which  attr.-»«ft  moft  at  firfl  fight, 
will  appear  to  be  not  the  molt,  but  the  Icart  cui;- 
ildcrablc. 
1  am  f  Icas'd  and  flatter 'd  by  yeur  ciprcfficn 

*  Sit.  1.  Lib.  ii. 
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Orr.a  »»?c  The  chief  pleafure  this  work  can  give  me 
is,  that  I  can  in  it,  with  propriety,  decency,  and  ju- 
ftice,  iufert  the  name  and  character  of  every  friend 
I  have,  and  every  man  that  defer ves  to  be  lov'd  or 
adoru'd.  But  I  fmile  at  your  applying  that  phrafe 
to  my  vifiting  you  in  Ireland ;  a  place  where  I  might 
have  fome  appreheuiion  (from  their  extraordinary 
paffion  for  poetry,  and  their  boundlefs  hofpitality) 
of  being  adorned  to  death,  and  burled  under  the 
weight  of  garlands,  like  one  I  have  read  of  forae- 
where  or  other.  My  mother  hves  (which  is  an  an- 
Aver  to  that  point);  and,  I  thanic  God,  though  her 
memory  be  in  a  manner  gone,  is  yet  awake  and  fen- 
fibie  to  me,  though  fcarce  to  any  thing  ehe;  which 
doubles  the  realon  of  my  attendance,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fweetens  it.  I  willi  (beyond  any  other 
wifli)  you  could  pafs  a  lummer  here;  I  might  (too 
probably)  return  with  you,  unlefs  you  preferr'd  to 
fee  France  firft,  to  which  country,  I  think,  you  would 
have  a  ftrong  invitation.  Lord  Peterborow  has  nar- 
rowly efcaped  death,  and  yet  keeps  his  chamber :  he 
is  perpetually  ipeaking  in  the  mofV  afFctftionate  man- 
ner of  you:  he  has  written  you  two  letters,  whicli 
you  never  received,  and  by  that  has  been  difcouragcd 
from  writing  more.  I  can  well  believe  the  Pofl-ollicc 
may  do  this,  when  fome  letters  of  his  to  me  have 
met  the  fame  fate,  and  two  of  mine  to  him.  Yet  let 
not  this  difcourage  you  from  writing  to  mc,  or  to 
him,  indos'd  in  the  common  way,  as  I  do  to  you  : 
innocent  men  need  fear  no  detedbion  of  their  thought ; 
and  for  ray  part,  1  would  give  'em  free  leave  to  lend 
all  I  write  to  Curll,  if  molt  of  what  I  write  was  not 
too  filly. 

I  defirc  my  fincere  fervices  to  Dr  Delany,  who,  I 
agree  with  you,  is  a  man  every  way  dtimablc  :  my 
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Lord  Orrery  is  a  moft  virtuous  and  good-natured 
nybfcman,  whom  I  fliould  be  ha^-py  to  know. 
Lord  B.  received  year  Jcttcr  thronjli  my  hands  ;  it 
is  not  to  be  told  you  how  much  he  wiflics  for  you  : 
the  whole  lift  of  pcrtons.to  \Thoin  you  fent  your  fcr- 
»icis,  return  you  theirs,  with  pro[  ir  fcnA.  ot  the 
fciftiiMfiion.  —  Your  Lady-friend  \s  fcmper  ta^tm,  and 
I  have  tvritten  an  epjfllc  to  heron  that  quahficrition 
HI  a  female  chara'ftcr;  which  is  thoujjht  by  my  chief 
*riiic  in  your  abfcncc  to  be  my  def  il'oeuvrt :  but  it 
cannot  be  printed  perfetfVly,  in  an  age  fo  fore  of  la- 
tire,  and  fo  willini?  to  milapply  charafkcrs. 

A>  to  ny  own  hcahh,  it  is  as  good  as  ufuah  I 
Jhavc  lain  ill  Icvca  days  of  a  flight  fever,  (the  com- 
plaint here),  but  recovered  by  gentle  iVeats,  and 
the  care  of  Dr  Arbuthnot.  'Ihc  play  Mr  Gay  left 
iiiccccds  very  well ;  it  i»  another  original  in  it:-  kind. 
Adieu.  God  prcfervc  your  life,  your  health,  your 
llaib«,  your  fpirits,  and  your  fricndlliips  I 

LETTER       LXV, 

April  3,  i;33. 
■^'■Ol  lay  truly,  tli.it  dtuh  is  only  terrible  to  us,  as 
it  (eparaies  us  fro:n  thole  we  love ;  but  I  really 
think  thole  have  the  worfl  of  it  who  are  left  by  u?, 
if  wc  are  true  friend.>.  I  have  felt  more  (I  fancy)  in 
the  loU  of  Mr  Gay,  than  1  lliall  fuiFcr  in  the  thought 
of  going  away  mvfclf  into  a  flate  that  c;ui  fi-cl  nuuc 
uf  ibi^  fort  of  lollcs.  I  wlllicd  vclicmcutly  to  have 
tern  him  in  a  condition  of  living  independent,  and 
to  have  lived  in  pcrfccl  indolence  the  nft  of  our 
days  together,  thw  twu  moll  idle,  moQ  innocent,  un- 
t'eiigning  jKKts  ot  our  age.  I  now  as  vehemently 
villi  you  and  1  mij'.ht  walk  into  tlic  grave  together, 
by  a:  flow  Tccpi  at  you  picaie,  but  cuutentedly  aod 
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cheaifuUy.  Whether  that  ever  can  be,  or  in  what 
country,  I  know  no  more,  than  into  -ivhat  countrji 
we  fliall  walk  out  of  the  grave  :  but  it  futfices  me  to 
know  it  will  be  exa<SLly  what  region  or  ftate  our 
Maker  appoints,  and  that  whatever  is,  is  ri^ht.  Our 
poor  friend's  papers  are  partly  iu  my  hands,  and 
for  as  much  as  is  fo,  I  will  take  care  to  fuppreis 
things  unworthy  of  him.  As  to  the  epitaph,  I'm 
forry  you  gave  a  copy,  for  it  will  certainly  by  that 
means  come  into  print,  and  1  would  corrctSt  it  more, 
unlefs  you  will  do  it  forme  (and  that  I  lliall  like  a* 
well.)  Upon  the  whole,  I  earueflly  v/iili  your  com- 
ing ever  hither,  for  this  reafon  among  many  others, 
that  ycmr  influence  may  be  joined  with  mine  to  fup- 
prefs  whatever  we  may  jud.^e  pioper  of  his  papers. 
To  be  plunged  in  my  neighbour's  and  my  papers, 
■will  be  your  inevitable  fate  as  foon  as  vou  come. 
That  1  am  an  author  wliofe  characters  are  thought 
of  fome  weight,  appears  from  the  great  noife  and 
buQle  that  the  court  and  town  make  about  any  I 
give ;  and  I  will  not  render  them  lefs  important,  or 
Icfs  interefting,  by  fparing  vice  and  folly,  or  by  be- 
traying the  caufc  of  truth  and  virtue.  I  will  take 
care  they  fliall  be  fuch,  as  no  man  can  be  angry  at 
but  the  pcrfuns  I'  would  have  angry.  You  are  feu- 
fible  with  Tvhat  decency  and  julbjce  I  paid  homage 
to  the  voyal  family,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  fatirized 
falfe  courtiers  and  fpies,.^f.  about  them.  I  have 
not  the  courage,  however,  to  be  fuch  a  fatirift  as 
you,  but  1  would  be  as  much  or  more  a  phiiofopher. 
You  call  your  fatires,  libels;  I  would  rather  call  my 
fatiics,  epiflles  :  they  will  confift  more  of  morality 
than  of  wit,  and  grow  graver,  which  you  will  call 
duller.  I  fliall  leave  it  to  my  antagonifis  to  be  witty, 
\^ii  they  can),  and  content  myfclf  to  be  ufeful,  jiix?. 
Q.3 
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in  the  riijlit.   Tell  mc  your  opinion  as  to  J.ady '. 

fjt  l^ord '$  performance  ?  they  arc  certainly  tlic 

ttVp-wits  of  the  cnjrt,   and   yo»  may  jndgc  by  that 
fmjlf  piece  what  can  be  done  a<;;iinfl  mc  ;  for  it  \\^ 
laboured,  comiflcd,  prnr-commended,  and  poft-tii  - 
approved,   Co  far  as  to  be  difowncd   bv  thenifciw    . 
after  each  had  hijjhly  cry'd  it  up   for  tlkC  other- 
]  have  met  with   foniccomplaintf^,  r>nd   heard  at    i 
di.laacc  of  fomc  tJireats,  cccaiioncd  by  my  verks 
1  fcnt  fair  mciTagcs  to  ."icquaint  them  where  I  was  to 
be  found  in  town,  and  to  ofllr  to  call  at  f  beit  Jfouks 
to  Hitisfy  them,  and  (o  it  cbcppcd.     It  i<  very  poi'r 
in  anyone  to  mil  and  tlireatcn  at  a  dillanci,  and 
have  nothing  to   fay  to  you  when  they  Tec  vou.     I' 
ani  glad  you  perfift  and  abide  by  Hi  j;iH>d  a  rhin?  a> 
that  poem  f ,  in  which  1  am  immortal   for  my  mo- 
rality.   I  never  took  any  prailc  I'o  kindly,  and  yet,  ( 
think,  I  defcrve  that  praifc  better  than    J   do  a:r. 
ntiKT.     Wlicn  docs  your  colIci.'"Hon  cornc  out.   mid 
what  docs  it  confiftof  ?    I  have  but  laft,  week  finiili- 
cd  another  of  ray  cpiflles,  in  the  order  of  the  I)  rtem  ; 
and  th!:<  week   (cX':riU.:Bi'.i ^rat'ij)    1  have  tranllati.! 
(or  rather  pr^rody'd)  :mot!icr  of  Horace  >,  in  whii'i 
J   introduce   yuu   advit'in^  r..e   about   iny  exj.tnci.', 
houfe-kcepin;;,  err.     But   tlitic   thiji^*   lliall   ly  l-y, 
till  you  comt  to  carp  at  thtm,  and  alter  rhymes,  aail 
grammar,  and  triplets,  and  caeo]>lMiuie>  of  all  kiiu' 
Our  parliament  will  lit   till  Midlummcr,   which,    I 
Jmhk,  may  l)e  a  motive  to  bring  you  rather  in  An 
nier  tlian  to  latea*  autumn.    Ycu  ulld  to  love  ish. 
1  hate,  a  hurry  of  politic*,  (>r.     Qiurti  I  fee  ni  :. 
courtiers  I  know  not,   kuig*  I  adore  not,  queens    1 

•  Srr  ilic  E()i.'\lc  writtrn  on  ihh   uccifion,   vuluine  VU. 
p.  J.M. 
t   lU  iroaiial  l.brl  vu  Dr  DcUi'X. 
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complimcBt  not ;  fo  I  am  never  like  to  be  in  fafliioa 
nor  in  dependence.  1  heartily  join  with  you  in  pi- 
tying our  poor  Lady  for  her  unhappinei's,  and  ihould 
only  pity  her  more,  if  flie  had  more  of  what  they  at 
court  call  happinefs.  Come  then,  and  perhaps  we 
may  go  all  togther  into  France  at  the  end  of  the  fca- 
)bn,  and  compare  the  liberties  of  both  kingdonw;. 
Adieu.  Believe  mc,  dear  Sir,  (with  a  thoufand  warnj 
wiiiies,  mixed  with  fliort  hghs),  ever  yours. 

LETTER      LXVr. 

To   Mr    Pope. 

Dublin,  May  i,  J733. 
T  A  K  S  W  E  R  your  letter  the  fooner,  becaufe  I  have 
a  particular  realon  for  doing  fo.  Some  weeks  ago 
came  over  a  poem  called,  The  Life  and  CbaraBcr  of 
Dr  S.  -written  by  himfdf.  It  was  reprinted  here,  and 
is  dedicated  to  you.  It  is  grounded  upon  a  maxim  in 
Rochefoucault,  and  the  dedication,  after  a  formal, 
ftory,  i'ays,  that  my  manner  of  writing  i$  to  be 
found  in  every  line.  1  believe  I  have  told  you,  that 
I  writ  a  year  or  two  ago  near  live  hundred  lines  up- 
on the  famemaximof  Rochefoucault,  and  whs  along 
time  about  it,  as  that  impoftor  fays  in  his  dedica- 
tion, with  many  circumflanccs,  all  pure  invention. 
I  denre  you  to  believe,  and  to  tell  my  friends,  that 
in  this  fpurlous  piece  there  is  not  a  fingle  line,  or  bit 
of  a  line,  oi-  thought,  any  way  refembling  the  ge- 
nuine copy,  any  more  than  it  does  Virgil's  jEneis; 
for  1  never  gave  a  copy  cf  mine,  nor  lent  it  out  of 
my  light  :  and  although  I  fiicwed  it  to  all  common 
acquaintance  indifTcrently,  and  fomc  of  them  (efpc- 
cially  one  or  two  females)  had  got  many  lines  by 
heart,  here  and  there,  and  repeated  them  often ; 
^ytt  it  h;!j'pcns  that  not  one  fingle  line  or  thought  is 
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contained  in  this  impoftiire,  although  it  apptais  tliat 
thcy  \vh6  counterfeited  me  had  l-.card  of  the  true 
one.  But  even  this  trick  fliall  not  provoke  rac  to 
print  the  true  one,  wllich  indeed  is  not  proper  to  Ik; 
flcn,  till  I  ran  be  <ccn  no  more  :  I  therefore  dtfirc 
you  will  undeceive  my  friends,  and  I  will  oider  an 
advertilement  to  be  printed  Jicrc,  and  tranfmit  it  ti» 
Fngland,  that  every  body  may  know  the  delufion, 
and  acquit  me,  as,  I  am  Aire,  you  mud  have  done 
yourfelf  if  you  have  read  any  part  of  it,  which  is 
PK-an  and  trivial,  and  full  of  that  cant  that  I  mDfl 
dcfpife.  1  would  fink  tD  be  a  vicar  in  Norfolk,  ratiitr 
than  be  charged  with  fuch  a  performance.  Now  T 
come  to  your  letter. 

When  I  was  of  your  age,  I  thought  every  day  of 
fleath,  but  now  every  minute  ;  and  a  continual  gid- 
dy diforder,  more  or  Icfs ,  is  a  greater  addition  than 
that  of  my  years.  1  cannot  aiVirm  that  T  pity  your 
friend  Gay,  but  I  pity  his  friends,  I  pity  you,  and 
would  :it  leafl  equally  pity  myfclf,  if  I  lived  amongfl 
you;  brcaufe  I  ihould  have  I'ccn  him  cftcner  than 
y»ni  di«!,  who  are  a.  kind  of  hermit,  how  grca:  a 
uoifc  foe%'cr  you  make  by  your  ill-nature  in  not  let- 
ting the  honcfl  vill:un5  of  tlie  times  enjoy  themiclvt:; 
hi  this  world,  whii-h  is  their  only  happincA,  and 
tcirifying  then\  with  anotlitr.  I  ihouid  have  .iddcd 
in  my  libel,  that  of  all  men  living  you  are  the  molV 
happy  in  your  enemies  and  your  friends  ;  and. J  will 
Jwcar  you  have  fifty  times  more  charity  fo:  mankind" 
rhan  1  could  ever  pretend  to.  Wljcthcr  the  prt>diic- 
rion  you  mention  c-.-ir^c  from  the  Lady  or  tlic  I.crd, 
1  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  at  le.-rt  fo  bad  vcr- 
fifitrs  :  therefore  f/irit  im\i;nctio  verfus,  is  only  to 
be  applied  when  the  indignation  i>  againfl  general- 
viliaiuy,    and   never  opciaici    %%bcu  Ibmc   Kn   of 
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people  write  to  defend  themfelves.  I  love  to  hear 
them  reproach  you  for  dulnefs  ;  only  I  would  be  fa- 
tisficd,  iince  you  are  fo  dull,  why  are  they  fo  an- 
^Ty  ]  Give  r.ie  a  lliilling,  and  I  will  erifure  you  that 
porterity  fliall  ijevcr  knov/  that  you  had  one  fingle 
enemy,  excepting  thofe  whofe  memory  you  havepre- 
ferved. 

I  am  forry  for  the  fituation  of  Mr  Gay's  papers. 
You  do  not  exert  vourfelf  as  much  as  I  could  wifli 
in  this  affair.  1  had  rather  the  two  lifters  were  hang- 
ed, than  fee  his  works  fwciicd  by  any  lofs  of  credit 
to  his  memory.  I  would  be  glad  to  lee  the  moft  va- 
luable printed  by  themfelves,  thofe  which  ought  not 
to  be  feen  burned  immediately,  and  the  others  that 
have  gone  abroad,  printed  fcparattly,  like  cpufcula,. 
or  rather  be  fhiJkd  and  forgotten.  I  thought  your 
epitaph  was  immediately  to  be  ingraved,  and  there- 
fore I  made  lefe  fcruple  to  give  a  copy  to  Lord  Or- 
rery, who  earneflly  defircd  it,  but  to  no  body  elie  ; 
and,  he  tells  me,  he  gave  only  two,  which  he  wilt 
recall.  1  have  a  fliort  epigram  of  his  upon  it,  where- 
in I  would  correct  a  line  or  two  at  moft,  and  then  £ 
will  fend  it  you  (with  his  permiffion.)  i  have  nothing; 
againft  yours,  but  the  laft  line.  Striking  their  aching; 
the  two  participles,  as  they  arefo  near, feem  to  found- 
too  like.  1  fliail  write  to  the  Duchefs,  who  hatk 
i-ately  honoured  me  with  a  very  friendly  letter,  and 
I  will  tell  her  my  opinion  freely  about  our  friend's 
papers.  1  want  health,  and  my  afliirs  are  enlarged  1 
but  I  v/Ill  break  through  the  latter,  if  the  other 
mends.  I  can  ufe  a  courfe  of  medicines,  lame  and 
giddy.  My  chief  dcfign,  next  to  feeing  you,  is  to  be 
a  fcvere  critic  on  you  and  your  neighbour;  but  firft 
kill  his  father,  that  he  may  be  able  to  maintain  mc 
in  my  own  way  of  living,  and  particularly  my  horlesi 
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Jt  coft  mc  near  Co*.  I.  for  a  v. a!!  lo  kecji  nxinc.  tr.'  . 
ucvcr  ride  wUhout  two  Tfrrants  for  it  ar  of  accidcir 
hie  vivntui  airMtk/a  paupertjl{.  Yon  arc  both  t  , 
poor  for  my  acqu;44;)tanre,  but  he  m.icli  rhc  poorer. 
Witli  you  I  \vM  lind  gtAd,  and  wine,  and  icrvants,. 
but  with  Iiim  not.— Tlje  colleclinn  you  ipcsk  of  it 
this.  A  Printer  came  to  me  t<viiciirc  he  rui^ht  print 
my  worlvS  (as  he  calkd  them)  in  four  volumes,  tiy 
Aibfcription.  I  I'aiJ  I  would  give  no  leave,  and 
fhould  be  lorry  to  fee  thcai  pri.-.tfd  here.  He  faij 
they  could  not  be  printed  in  London.  I  anfwvred, 
they  could,  if  the  partntr^  agreed.  He  faid,  "  he 
"  would  be  gUd  of  my  ptimilTion ;  but  a*,  he  could 
"  print  them  without  it,  and  ^^a»  advii'cd  that  it 
"  could  do  me  no  h.um.and  having  Ixreu  airurc<i  i>f 
"  numerous  iublciipiions,  !)f  hoped  1  would  not  hz 
"  an^y  at  hii  |)ur(uing  his  (»wn  intcreft,"  v*i'.  Much 
of  this  difcouric  }>aft,  and  he  ^ocs  on  with  the  matter, 
wherein  I  detcrniiue  not  to  intermeddle,  thi.>u;;h  it  Itc 
much  to  my  dil'contcnt;  and  1  wirti  it  coiild  be  done 
in  England  rather  than  here,  althou-;!!  1  am  grown 
pretty  indiHcrcnt  in  every  tlxiug  of  that  i^iud.  '1  lui 
is  the  truth  of  the  ftory. 

My  vanity  turns  at  prefent  on  being  pcrfonatcd  in 
your  qux  virlus,  bic.  You  will  obfervc  in  this  litter 
many  m.irks  of  an  ill  head  and  a  low  I'pirit ;  but  i 
heart  wholly  turned  to  love  you  with  the  grc.itv.tt 
carne(lncr&  and  truth. 

LETTER       LXVil. 

May  :8,   1755. 

T  HAVE  begun  ttvo  or  three  lettcK   to  you    !<> 

fnatches,  and  been  prevented  from  llnilhiug  tlu n 

by  a  thoufand  avocations  and  dillipations.     I  nuitt 

firll  ackuowlcdgc    the   honour    done   me   by  Li>iJ 
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Orrery,  whofe  praifcs  are  that  precious  ointment  So- 
iomon  fpcaks  of,  which  can  be  given  only  by  men  of 
virtue  :  all  other  praife,w]iether  from  poets  or  peers, 
is  contemptible  alike:  and  I  am  old  enough  and  ex- 
perienced enough  to  know,  that  the  only  praifes 
worth  having,  are  thofe  beftowed  h  virtue  /sr  virtue. 
My  poetry  1  abandon  to  the  critics,  my  morals  I 
commit  to  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who  knOAV  me;  and 
therefore  I  was  more  pleafed  with  your  libel,  than 
with  any  verfes  I  ever  received.  1  wiflr  fuch  a  col- 
Icjftion  of  your  writings  cou'id  be  printed  here,  as 
you  mention  going  on  in  ireland.  I  was  furpiifed 
to  receive  from  the  printer  t!iat  ipurious  piece,  called 
The  Life  and  CharaHer  of  Dr  S-unft,  with  a  letter 
telilBg  me,  tl^.e  perfon  "  who  publiilred  it,  had  af- 
"  fared  him  the  dedication  to  me  was  what  I  woulc^ 
"  not  take  ill,  or  elfe  he  would  not  have  printed  it." 
I  can't  tell  who  the  man  is,  who  took  fo  far  upon 
him  as  to  anfwer  for  my  way  of  thinking  •,  tho',  had 
the  thing  been  genuine,  1  llrould  have  been  greatly 
difpleafed  at  the  publifhcr's  part,  in  doing  it  without 
your  knowledge. 

I  am  as  earned  as  you  can  be,  in  doing  my  befl  to 
prevent  the  publilliing  of  any  thing  unworthy  of  Mr 
Gay;  but  1  fear  his  friends'  partiality.  I  wiili  you 
would  come  over.  All  the  myfterics  of  my  j^hilofo- 
phical  work  fliall  then  be  cleared  to  you,  and  you 
will  not  think  that  I  am  not  m.erry  enough,  nor  an- 
gry enough :  it  will  not  want  for  f.itire,  but  as  for 
anger  1  know  it  not ;  or  at  leaft  only  that  fort  of 
wiiich  the  ApolHc  fpeaks.  Be  ye  angry  and  fin  not. 

My  neighbour's  writings  have  been  metaphyfical, 
and  will  next  be  hittorical.  It  is  certainly  from  him 
only  that  a  valuable  Hlftory  of  Europe  in  tliefe  lat- 
ter times  can  be  tipc^ilcd.  Come,  and  quicken  him ; 
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tor  a^e.  iailojeacc,  aivi  coiucmF>t  of  tLc  worUI,  grow 
«poa  a><i^  ajacc,  ami  may  often  make  the  w'li'dl  iii- 
dilRrcnt  \viitther  iH)ilc«ty  be  :uiy  wii'ct  than  wx.  i'o 
a  nian  in  ye;irs, health  anil  <iuict  bccomcluch  raritii  >, 
aud  conJr<iutiuly  io\alu3ble,  tluii  he  i5  apt  to  think, 
of  nothing  inorc  tiian  of  wijoyiiij;  tljcni  whenever  he- 
can,  for  the  re-maiiitkr  of  iitc;  ai.il  this,  ]  doubt  not, 
has  caufcd  fo  many  great  moa  to  die  without  lcA\  inj 
u  i'crap  to  poftetity. 

I  am  linccrcly  troubled  for  the  bad  account  yoii 
give  mc  of  your  own  health.  I  witli  every  day  to 
hear  a  better,  as  mudi  a-  I  do  to  cujv<y  my  own,  I 
faiihiully  allure  you. 

LETTER       LXVlir. 

Troni    Dr    Swift. 

Dublin,  July  ft.  :jy.. 
T  MUST  CMidolc  with  you  for  the  lofs  of  Mrs  I'opr. 
^  of  whofc  death  the  papers  hayc  been  full.  But  I 
would  rather  rrjoicc  with  you,  bccatne,  if  any  cir- 
rumftances  can  make  tlic  death  of  a  dear  pareut  aiul 
friend  a  fubjedl  for  joy,  you  have  thrtii  ail.  ^1 
died  in  an  citrcmc  old  age,  without  pain,  unjier  tin- 
care  of  the  moft  dutiful  fon  liiat  1  have  ever  known 
or  heard  of,  wliich  i>  si  fcticity  not  hai))Kiiing  to  oue 
in  a  million.  The  worlt  cflcCr  of  lier  «leath  fall' 
upon  mc,  and  fo  much  the  worfc,  bcraui'e  1  cxpetl'  I 
a'r.q'th  damio  vj'ui  in  i//o,  lliat  it  would  be  followed  b\ 
makinj;  mc  and  this  kingdom  hajipy  with  your  prc- 
fcBCC  :  but  I  am  told,  to  my  great  nji  fortune,  that 
a  very  convenient  oflet  happeiiiii'^,  \ou  waved  the 
inviiation  pre fTcd  on  vim,  alUulj^iiiH  the  ftar  yon  had 
of  bcinj^  killed  here  w-ith  eating  and  drinking;  b» 
which  1  lind  that  you  h.-ive  given  fome  credit  to  * 
notion  of  our  great  plenty  and  hofpiialitr.  It  it  true, 
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■r  meat  and  wine  is  cheaper  here,  as  it  is  always  in 
!\e  poorcft  countries,  becaufe  there  is  no  money  to 

IV  for  them  :  I  believe  there  are  not  in  this  whole 
City  three  gentlemen  out  of  employment,  wiio  arc 
able  to  give  entertainments  once  a-month.  'Ihoiir 
wlio  are  in  employment  of  church  or  (late,  are  three 
parts  in  four  from  En<^land,  and  amount  to  little 
more  than  a  dozen  :  thoie  indeed  may  once  or  twice 
invite  their  friends,  or  any  peribn  of  diftindlion  that  ^ 
r.iakes  a  vayage  hither.  All  my  acquaintance  tell 
ne,  they  know  not  above  three  families  where  they 
can  occafionally  dine  in  a  whole  year  :  Dr  Delany  is 
liie  only  gentleman  1  know,  who  keeps  one  certaiii 
day  in  the  week  to  entertain  feven  or  eight  friends  at 
dinner,  and  to  pafs  the  evening,  where  there  is  no- 
tliin.g  of  excels,  either  in  eating  or  drinking.  Our 
old  friend  Southern  (who  hath  juft  left  us)  was  in- 
\ited  to  dinner  once  or  twice  by  a  judge,  a  billiop, 
or  a  commillioner  of  the  revenues,  but  molt  frequented 
a  few  particular  friends,  and  chieily  the  Doctor,  who 
is  eaiy  in  his  fortune,  and  very  hofpitablc.  'I  he  con- 
veniencies  of  taking  the  air,  winter  or  fummcr,  do 
far  exceed  thofe  in  London  :  for  the  two  large 
ftrands,  jull  at  two  ends  of  the  town,  are  as  firm  and 
■dry  in  winter  as  in  iummer.  There  are  at  lep.it  lijc 
or  eijjht  gentlemen  of  fenfe,  learning,  good  hiunour, 
and  tafte,  able  and  dclirous  to  pkaic  you;  and  or- 
derly females,  fome  of  the  better  ibrt,  to  take  care  of 
you.  Thclc  were  the  motives  that  I  have  frequent- 
ly made  ufe  of  to  entice  you  hither  ;  and  there 
•would  be  no  failure  amoiig  the  beft  people  here,  of 
any  honours  that  could  be  done  you.  As  to  myfelf, 
I  declare  my  health  is  fo  uncertain,  that  I  dare  not 
venture  amongfl  you  at  prefent.  I  hate  the  thoughts 
of  London,  where  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  live  other- 
Vol.  VTII.  R 
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rife  thnn  by  lliit'ting,  which  is  now  t(V>  late.  Nef- 
thcr  can  I  have  convcnicncicr  in  the  tountry  for 
tlircc  horfcs  and  two  fcrvants,  and  many  othrrs, 
Avhich  I  Invc  here  at  iiand.  1  am  «jnc  of  thcgtwcr- 
iiors  of  all  the  Iiackney-coaches,  carts,  and  carri«j>es 
round  this  town,  wlio  dare  not  infult  mc,  like  your 
rafcally  waggoners  or  coaclimcn,  but  give  mc  t4»c 
-way;  nor  is  ihere  one  lord  or  fquire  for  a  hundred 
•"f  yours,  toHurn  mc  out  of  the  road,  or  run  over  mc 
^vith  their  cna<:ht<  and  fix.  Thus  I  make  lomc  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  poverty,  and  give  you  tlic  rea- 
fous  for  what  1  unce  writ,  why  I  cliufe  to  l»c  a  frtc- 
jnan  among  flavcs,  rather  than  a  (lave  among  frce- 
ncn.  Then  I  walk  the  flrctts  in  peace,  without  be- 
ing juftlcd,  nor  ever  without  a  thoufand  blefljnjs 
from  my  friends  the  vulgar.  I  am  l.ord  Mayor  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  houfts,  1  am  ablblutc  lord 
of  the  ;;rcatcft  cathedral  in  the  kingdom,  am  at  peace 
With  the  ncigiibouring  princi;,  the  J.ord  Mayor  of 
the  city,  and  the  Archbilljop  of  Dublin  ;  only  the 
l.ittcr,  like  the  Kinp  of  Prance,  Ibmctimcs  attempt* 
encroachments  on^y  dominions,  as  old  l/ewis,  did 
i:pon  l-orrain.  In  the  midft  of  this  raillery  I  can 
tell  you  with  leriourncfs,  tliHt  ihefe  advantages  con- 
tvibntc  to  my  cafe,  and  thctefovc  I  value  them  : 
•iiid  iu  one  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  my  l^oril 

H aud  yourlelf,    you   agree  with  rie  entirely 

alwut  the  indilVerencc,  the  love  of  ciuiet,  the  care  «>f 
health,  &c.  that  grow  upon  men  in  y«ars.  And  if 
\oii  (lifcover  tliofc  iiiclinatiniis  in  my  l.ord  and  your- 
iil;',  what  can  you  exp«>*\  from  me,  whofc  health  is 
to  prccarioit.s .-  aud  yd  at  your  time  or  his  time  of 
life,  1  could  Ikavc  Icaj'd  over  the  moon. 


FROM    D  R    S  W  I  F  T,    c<r<r.  19$ 

LETTER      LXIX. 

Sept.  I,  1733. 
T  H  A  V  E  every  day  wiflied  to  write  to  you,  to  iay. 
a  thouland  things  ;  and  yet,  I  think,  1  lliouid  no: 
have  writ  to  you  now,  if  1  was  not  lick  of  writinjf 
any  thing,  lick  of  myfelf,  and  (what  is  worfe)  fick 
tvf  my  friends  too.  The  world  is  become  too  bufy 
for  me;  every  body  is  fo  concerned  for  the  pubhc, 
tliat  all  private  enjoyments  are  loll,  or  difreliilied.  1 
write  more  to  fliow  you  1  am  tired  of  this  life,  than 
to  tell  you  any  thing  relating  to  it.  I  live  as  I  did, 
I  think  as  I  did,  1  love  you  as  I  did ;  but  all  theic: 
are  to  no  purpofe  :  the  world  will  not  live,  thiiik,  or 
love,  as  1  do.  I  am  troubled  for,  and  vexed  at,  all 
my  friends  by  turns.  Here  arc  fome  whom  you  love, 
aiid  who  love  vou  :  yet  they  receive  no  proofs  of  that. 
affection  from  you,  and  they  give  nunc  ot  it  to  you  : 
there  is  a  great  gulph  between.  In  earnell,  1  would 
go  a  thoufand  miles  by  land  to  fee  you,  but  the  fea, 
I  dread.  My  ailments  arc  Uich,  that  I  really  believe 
a  fea-ficknefs  (confidering  the  opprelilon  of  cholical 
pains,  and  the  great  wcaknefs  of  my  brcafl)  would 
kill  me  :  and  if  I  did  not  die  of  that,  1  mufl  of  the 
ejcceflSve  eating  and  drinking  of  your  hoipitable 
town,  and  the  exceilive  llattcry  of  your  moft  poetical 
country.  I  hate  to  be  crammed  either  way.  Let 
your  hungry  poets,  and  your  rhyming  poets  digcft  it, 
1  cannot.  1  like  much  better  to  be  abul'cd  and  half 
ftarved,  than  to  be  fo  over-praifed  and  over-fed. 
Drown  Ireland  I  for  having  caught  you,  and  for  ha- 
ving kept  you  :  I  only  rcltrve  a  little  charity  for  her, 
for  knowing  your  value,  and  tftecming  you :  you  are 
the  only  patriot  1  know,  who  is  not  hated  for  fcrving 
his  country.  The  man  who  drew  your  diaraclcr 
R  i 
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nnd  printed  it  here,  M-as  not  much  in  the  wrong  in 
many  tilings  he  f:«»d  of  yfu  :  ytt  hf  was  a  vrr^'  im- 
pertinent ftllow,  for  f.iyjng  them  in  words  quite  dif- 
iercnt  from  thofc  you  had  yoL-r/'clf  employed  before 
on  the  fame  lubjcil  :  for  furely  to  alter  your  word* 
i<  to  prejtidife  them;  and  I  have  been  told,  that  a 
man  himfclf  can  hari'Jy  fay  the  fame  thing  twice  over 
v.-ith  equal  happincfs;  Nature  is  fo  much  a  better 
t'ling  than  artiiicc. 

I  have  written  nothing  this  year  :  it  it  no  affcrta- 
tion  to  tell  you,  my  mother's  lofs  hrts  turned  my 
♦  ramc  of  thinkin?;.  'i'hc  habit  of  a  whole  life  is  a 
(rr(in<»cr  thinj,'  than  ail  the  rt.ifon  in  the  world.  I 
know  I  ought  to  be  eafy,  and  to  l»e  free;  but  1  am 
lirjev'^ed,  I  am  confined:  my  whole  smufcmcnt  is  ia 
Tc^iewiag  mv  pafl  life,  not  in  l-^ying  plans  for  my 
Totiirc.  I  wi'h  you  cared  as  little  for  popidar  ap- 
pl^tt'is  a?  (;  a-  little  for  anv  n<)tion,  in  rontradiftine- 
«'0n  n  othcrr.,  as  [ :  and  then  I  fancy,  you  that  arc 
not  afraid  of  the  Tea,  you  that  arc  a  ftrontjer  man  at 
("tttv  than  ever  I  was  at  twenty,  would  come  ancl  fee 
f"Vi.raI  people-  will*  are  (at  Ia(\)  like  the  primitive 
';ri(H,jn»,  of  one  lou!  and  of  oin-  mind.     The  «lay 

come,  Avhirli  1  l.avc  often  wilhtd,  but  never 
iliou.'jht  to  fee,  when  evtry  inoriil,  tlit  f  ejhnn,  it  of 
/'■i'  fi'rt  l'e<:tr»ietrt  in  f>'<Htie!  anJ  in  rcVrfi  n. 

Adieu.  All  you  love  are  yours ;  but  all  arc  bufy, 
( V  Tpt  .'diMv  sir)  your  finccre  friaid. 

J.    F    T    T    E    R       I.XX. 

Jj;..  6,  I7M. 
N'EVF.  R  think  of  you,  and  can  never  write  to 
you,  now,  without  drawing  niauy  of  thofe  fliort 
.  )is  of  which  wc  h.^vc  fjtmetly  ta!k.'d  :  the  rcflcc- 
liofl  lxilh  of  the  friend*  wc  have  been  dcpriv'd  of  by 
death,  and  of  thofc  fjom  whom  wc  arc  fc|  aratcvl 
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almoft  as  eternally  by  abfence,  checks  me  to  that 
degree  that  it  takes  away  in  a  manner  the  pleainre 
(which  yet  I  feel  very  fcniibjy  too)  of  thinking  1  am 
now  converfing  with  you.  \ou  have  been  filcnt  to 
me  as  to  your  Works ;  whether  thofe  printed  here 
are,  or  are  not  genuine.  But  one,  I  am  fure,  is  yours ; 
and  your  method  of  concealing  yourlelf  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  Indian  bird  1  have  read  of,  who  hides 
his  head  in  a  hole,  while  all  his  feathers  and  tail 
flick  out.  You'll  have  immediately  by  feveral  frauks, 
(even  before  'tis  here  publill:ed)  my  Epiflle  to  I^ord 
Cobham,  part  of  my  npui  nuiinum,  and  the  1  at  JLilay 
vn  Man,  both  which,  I  conclude,  will  be  grateful  to 
\our  bookfeller,  on  whom  you  pleafe  to  beftow  theni 
{o  early.  1  here  is  a  woman's  war  declared  againil 
ne  by  a  certain  lord;  his  weapoiis  are  the  fame 
vhich  Avomen  and  children  generally  ufe,  a  pin  to 
fcratch,  and  a  fcjuirt  to  bcfpattcr  :  I  writ  a  lort  of 
anfwer,  but  was  albamed  to  cuter  the  lifts  with  him, 
and,  after  fiiewing  it  to  fome  people,  fupprefs'd  it : 
ctherwife  it  was  fuch  as  was  worthy  of  him,  and 
worthy  of  me.  1  was  three  weeks  this  autunm  with 
I^ord  PeterboTOw,  wlio  rejoices  in  your  doings,  and 
always  fpcaks  with  the  greateft  alTcclion  of  you.  I 
need  not  tell  you  who  elic  doth  the  fame;  you  may 
be  lure  almoft  all  thofe  whom  I  ever  fce,  or  dciirc 

to  ice.     1  wonder  not  that   tl paid  you  no  ius  t 

of  civility  while  he  was  in  Ireland;  he  is  too  much 
a  half-wit  to  love  a  true  wit,  and  too  much  half- 
honeft,  to  eflecm  any  entire  merit.  I  hope  and  thir.k 
he  Jiates  me  too,  and  I  will  do  my  befl  to  m;ike  Jiim: 
he  is  lo  Infupportably  infolent  in  his  civility  to  me, 
avhcR  he  meets  me  at  one  third  place,  that  1  m^uli 
afTront  him  to  be  rid  of  It.  That  firlct  neutrality,  a* 
to  public  parries,  which  1  have  cojiflantlv  oliiltvol 
I^  3 
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in  all  my  writings,  I  think  gives  mc  tljc  more  title 
to  nltaclc  fuch  men  a;  llanticr  and  bclyc  my  cha« 
raifter  in  private,  to  thofc  who  know  mc  not  :  yet 
even  this  is  a  liberty  I  will  never  take,  unlel's  at  the 
fame  time  tlicy  are  pefts  of  private  fociety,  or  mif- 
chievoiis  mcmbeis  of  the  public,  that  is  to  fay,  un- 
Icfs  they  arc  enemies  to  all  men  as  well  as  to  me. — 
Pray  write  to  me  when  you  can  :  if  ever  I  can  come 
to  you,  I  will :  if  not,  may  Providence  be  our  friend 
and  our  guard  through  this  fimple  wtuld,  where  no- 
thing is  valuable  but  fcnfe  and  friendlliip.  Adieu, 
dear  Sir,  may  health  attend  your  years,  and  thcu 
may  many  years  be  added  to  you. 

P.  S.  I  am  juft  now  told,  a  very  curious  lady  in- 
tends to  wriie  to  you,  to  pump  you  about  Ibme  poems 
I'lid  to  be  yours.  Pray  tell  her,  that  you  have  n.it 
^iiAverctl  me  on  the  fame  queni<>n,  aiul  that  I  rtiall 
t.ikc  it  as  a  tiling  never  to  l'>e  forgiven  from  you,  if 
-.  ou  ttii  anotiier  what  you  have  cunccal'd  from  me. 

L    E    T    T    E    R        LXXr. 

T   HAVE  ever  thought  you  as  fcnfible  as  any  man 

I  knew,  oi    ill  the  delicacies  of  friendfliip,  and 

yet  I   fear   (from  what   Lord  M.    tells  me  you  faid  in 

y<tirl.i(l    letttr)    that  y<M»   did   not  quite  \uidrr(land 

the   reaft>n  of  my  late  filcnce.     I  Rfiurc  you  it  pro- 

c  fdcd  wholly  from  the  tendar  kiiidiiris    I  hear  vo>:, 

W  hen  the  heait  is  fuU,  it  is  nngry  at  all  w(^rds  thai 

.:.:inor  come  up  to  it  ;  and  you  are  now  the  man  in 

.11  the  world  I  am  mofV  troubled  to  write  to,  for  you 

re  the  fricn<l  I  have  left  whom  I  am  mort  grieved 

'•out.     Death  liatli  not  done  wortc  tome  in  fepa- 

..iiiiy,  poor'tl.Tv,  or  any  oilier,  than  difeafc  and  ab- 

.'.luc  iu  di\iding  lu.     1  am  afruiJ  to  kaow  bow  yon. 
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do,  fincc  mod  accounts  I  have  give  me  pain  for  you, 
and  I  am  unwilling  to  tell  you  the  condition  of  my 
o\m  health.  If  it  were  good,  I  would  fee  you ;  and 
yet  if  I  found  you  in  that  very  condition  of  deafnels 
which  made  you  fly  from  us  while  we  were  together^ 
what  comfort  could  we  derive  from  it  ?  In  writing 
often  I  lliould  lind  great  relief,  could  we  write  free- 
ly ;  and  yet  when  I  have  done  fo,  you  feem  by  not 
anlwering  in  a  very  long  time,  to  feel  cither  the  iame 
uneafmefs  as  I  do,  or  to  abflain,  from  fume  pruden- 
tial reafon  :  yet  I  am  lure,  nothing  tliat  you  and  I 
wou'd  fay  to  each  other  (though  our  own  fouls  were 
to  he  laid  open  to  the  clerks  ot  the  Poll-office)  could 
hurt  either  of  us  fo  much,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
hontll  man  or  good  fubjedt,  as  the  intervening,  oliici- 
ous  impertinence  of  thofe  goers-between  us,  who  in 
lingland  pretend  to  intimiicies  with  you,  and  in  ire- 
land  to  intimacies  with  me.  I  cannot  but  receive 
any  that  call  upon  me  in  your  name,  and  in  truth 
they  take  it  in  vain  too  often.  1  take  all  opportu- 
nities of  juilifying  you  again!!  thefe  friends,  efpecial- 
ly  thofe  who  know  all  you  think  and  write,  and  re- 
peat your  ilightcr  verJes.  It  is  generally  on  fiich 
little  u:aps  that  M-itiings  feed;  and  'tis  hard  the 
world  iliouLd  judge  oi  our  houfc-keeping  from  what 
we  fling  to  our  dogs,  yet  this  is  often  the  conli;- 
qucnce:  but  they  treat  you  ftill  wurfe,  mix  their  own 
wiih  yours,  print  them  to  get  money,  and  lay  tlicni 
at  your  dour.  I'his  1  am  iatisficd  was  the  cafe  in 
the  tpiflle  to  a  Lady  ;  it  was  juft  tiie  fame  hand  (if 
1  iiave  any  judgment  in  ftylc)  which  printed  your 
Life  and  Cbaraclci:  before,  which  you  fo  ftrongly  dif- 
avow'd.in  your  letters  to  Lord  Gartcret,  mylclf,  and 
other*.  I  was  very  well  informed  of  another  fatft, 
wliicb  ccnTJiiccd  rue  ytt  mo;c;  the  fame  perfoii  v.Jio 
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gave  this  to  be  printed,  onircd  to  a  bookHlier  a  picte 
in  profc  as  yours,  and  as  commilV:oncd  by  you,  wincb 
lias  fmcf  appeared,  and  bten  owned  tc>  be  bis  owu. 
]  tliink  ( r  fay  once  more)  that  I  know  your  band, 
though  you  di('  not  mine  in  the  Eflay  on  Man.  1  beg 
your  pardon  for  not  telling  you,  a&  I  fliould,  had  you 
been  in  Engl:ind  :  but  no  Iccrct  ean  crols  your  IrilU 
fca,  and  every  clerk  in  the  Poft-ollicc  bad  known  it. 
I  fancy,  though  you  luft  fi^ht  of  ni«  in  the  fiift  of 
tliofc  etTav!),  you  taw  me  in  the  iicconu.  'i'he  dcfi^n 
cif  conccabng  myftit"  was  gtKxl,  and  had  its  full  cfTtcl ; 
]  was  thought  a  divine,  a  pbilufopher,  ai;d  tvhat  not; 
and  my  doc'^rinc  bad  a  fandlion  1  tould  not  have  gi- 
ven to  it.  V/htther  I  can  proceed  in  the  /anie  grave 
march  like  Lucretius,  or  nufl  deilcnd  to  the  gaieties 
of  Horace,  I  know  not,  or  whether  ]  can  do  cither  : 
but  be  the  future  as  it  will,  I  iball  c;il!c«fl  all  the  pnft 
in  one  fair  <iuarto  tliis  winter,  and  lirnd  it  you,  \vlicrc 
you  will  find  frequent  mention  of  yourltlf.  1  was 
j;la(l  you  futftred  your  writings  to  be  collected  more 
CDinplctrly  tlian  hitherto,  in  the  volumes  I  daily  c\- 
peOl  from  Ireland;  I  wiib'd  it  bad  been  in  more 
pomp,  but  that  will  be  done  bv  others :  yours  arc 
beauties  that  can  never  be  loo  finely  drcfed,  for 
they  will  ever  l)e  young.  I  have  only  one  piece  of 
mercy  to  In-g  of  \(>u;  do  rot  laugh  at  my  gravity, 
but  permit  nu-  to  wear  the  beard  iif  a  philt'Topher, 
till  I  pnll  it  ofl',  anil  make  a  jrft  of  it  myie-lf.  'lis 
iuft  what  my  lord  B  i-  doinj<  with  metapli)  ficf .  I 
kopc  you  will  live  to  ice.  and  flare  at  the  learned 
iijnire  he  will  make,  on  the  lame  flulf  with  l.ocke 
-r.d  \!:ilbranchr. 

Vou  fee  bow  I  talk  to  yon,  (f«)r  this  is  not  \vri- 
ti:)g)  ;  if  you  like  I  fnnuld  do  lo,  why  not  tell  mc 
lo?   Il  it  be  the  Itaft  plcafuie  to  ycu,  I  will  write 
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once  a-week  mofl  gladly ;  but  can  you  abftracfb  the 
letters  from  the  perfon  who  writes  them,  fo  far  as 
not  to  feel  more  vexation  in  the  thought  of  our  re- 
paration, and  thofe  misfortunes  which  occalion  it, 
than  fatisfa<ftion  in  the  nothings  he  can  exprefs  ? 
If  you  can,  really,  and  from  my  heart,  I  cannot.  I 
return  again  to  melancholy.  Pray,  however,  tell  me, 
is  it  a  fatisfaclion  ?  that  will  make  it  one  to  me  : 
and  we  will  think  alike,  as  friends  ouj;lit,  and  you 
fliall  hear  from  me  pun^lualiy,  juft  when  you  will. 

P.  S.  Our  friend,  who  is  juft  returned  from  a  pro- 
grefs  of  three  months,  and  isfcttingout  in  tluec  ilays 
with  me  for  the  Bath,  where  he  will  Hay  till  towards 
the  middle  of  Odlober,  left  this  letter  witii  me  yefter-- 
day,  and  I  cannot  feal  and  dilpatch  it  till  I  have 
/(jribbied  the  remainder  of  this  page  full.  He  talks 
very  pcmpouily  of  my  metaphyfics,  and  places  them 
in  a  very  honourable  ftation.  It  is  true,  1  have  writ 
fix  letters  and  a  half  to  hun  on  fubjects  of  that 
kind,  and  1  propofe  a  letter  and  an  half  more,  v.-hich. 
Would  fweil  the  whole  up  to  a  confiderabie  volume. 
But  he  thinks  me  fonder  of  the  name  of  an  author 
than  I  am.  When  he  and  you,  and  one  or  two 
other  friends  have  feen  them,  "  fatis  m.ignum  thea- 
•'  truni  mihi  eftis,"  I  fliall  not  have  the  itch  of  ma- 
king them  more  public  *.  I  know  how  little  rtgard 
you  pay  to  writings  of  this  kind  ;  but  1  imagine  that 
if  you  can  like  any  luch,  it  mufl  be  thofe  that  firip 
mttaphylicsof  all  their  bombaft,keep  within  the  fight 
of  every  well  conflituted  eye,  and  never  bewilder 
themfclves,  whilft  they  pretend  to  guide  the  reafon 
of  others.  1  writ  to  you  a  long  letter  fome  time  ago, 
and  fent  it  by  the  port.    Did  it  come  to  your  hands  ? 

•  His  LordOiip,  as  api»eaTs  by  li;s  lad  will,  alrcrej  his 
numi;  and  tlu-)'  have  b.eii  li;ice  p-ivcn  to  the  world,  to  the 
admiratio.n  and  ailonifbmcu:  of  all  the  learned  and  the  pioos. 
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or  did  the  infpciftors  of  private  corrcfpondtncc  ftop. 
it,  to  revenge  thcnifelvcs  of  the  ill  faid  of  them  in 
it !  "  Vale,  et  mc  ama." 

LETTER.       LXXIL 

i  rom    Dr    S  w  i  f  t. 

N..V.   I,   ij',i. 

T  II A  V  E  yours,  with  my  Lord  J? 's  poftkript, 

of  September  isth  :  it  was  long  on  its  way.and 
for  fomc  wcei:s  after  the  date  I  was  very  ill  with 
my  two  inveterate  diforder'.^iddincfs  and  deafuef?. 
The  latter  h  pretty  wcil  olT;  but  the  other  mikes 
mc  totter  towards  evenings,  and  much  difijirits  me  ; 
but  I  continue  to  ride  .and  walk,  both  ef  which,  al- 
though ihcy  be  no  cures,  are  at  leafl  amulcments.  I 
did  never  imajjinc  you  to  be  citiicr  incoiifiant,  cr  to 
■want  rigijt  ncitions  of  fritndfliip,  but  I  apprehend 
yrur  want  of  hcaltli  ;  nnd  it  Latb  been  a  fre<iiient 
wonder  ta  mc  l»ow  you  have  b;cn  able  to  entertritTi 
the  world  fo  long,  i'o  frequently,  (b  happily,  under 
fo  many  Iwdily  difordcrs.  My  Lord  B.  fays  you 
Jiave  been  tiircc  monliis  rambling,  which  is  the  befl 
thln^'  you  can  pofiibly  do  in  a  (imimcr  fcafon  ;  and 
■when  tlie  winter  recalls  you,  wc  will,  for  our  owa 
intcrtfts,  leave  )  ou  to  your  fpccuUtions.  God  be 
thaiik'.d,  I  have  done  with  every  thing,  and  of  eve- 
ry kind  that  requires  writing,  cjcepl  now  and  then  a 
letter,  or,  like  a  true  old  man,  A:ribMing  tri/les 
only  fit  for  children  or  fchool'-lKjys  of  the  lowcftclafs 
at  bcfl,  which  three  or  four  of  us  read  and  laugh  at 
to-day,  and  !)iirn  to-morrow  :  yet,  what  is  fingular,  [ 
never  am  wif!io\it  fome  prcat  work  in  view,  enoii;;li 
to  take  up  forty  years  of  the  mort  A-igorous  healthy 
man  ;  r.lthonnh  lam  convinced  thnt  I  Iba II  never  !>c 
able  to  linilh  three  treatifes  that  have  lain  by  me 
fcvcral  years,  and  want  nothing  but  corrcviliwn.  My 
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l.ovd  B.  faid  in  liis  poftfciipt,  tliat  you  would  go  to 
iJath  in  three  days  ;  we  lince  heard  that  you  were 
dangeroufly  ill  there,  and  that  the  iicwfmongers 
gave  you  over  :  but  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom, 
on  his  return  from  Bath,  afi'ured  me  he  left  you 
v,-ell,  and  fo  did  ibme  otiicrs  whom  1  have  forgot.  I 
am  fbrry  at  my  heart  that  you  are  peftered  with  people 
who  come  in  my  name,  and  1  .profefs  to  you  it  is 
xvithout  my  knowledge.  I  am  confident  1  fliall 
hardly  ever  have  occahon  again  to  recommend,  for 
my  friends  here  are  very  few,  and  fixed  to  the  free- 
hold, from  whence  nothing  but  death  will  remove  them. 
Surely  I  never  doub.ed  about  )our  EfTay  on  Man; 
and  I  would  lay  any  odds,  that  I  would  never  fail 
to  difcover  you  in  fix  lines,  unlefs  you  had  a  mind 
■to  write  below  or  bcfide  yourfelf  on  purpofe.  I  con- 
ftfs  I  did  never  imagine  you  were  fo  deep  in  morals, 
or  that  fo  many  new  and  excellent  rules  could  be 
produced  fo  advantageouHy  and  agreeably  in  that 
ticience,  fiom  any  one  head.  I  confefs  in  fome  few 
-places  I  was  forced  to  read  twice.     I  believe  1  told 

■you  before  what  the  Duke  of  D faid  to  me  on 

that  occafion.  How  a  judge  here,  who  knows  you, 
told  him.,  that  on  the  firft  reading  thofe  Efiays,  he 
vas  much  pleafed,  but  found  Ibme  lines  a  little  dark  : 
■\)n  the  fecond,  mod  of  them  cleared  up,  and  his 
pleafure  increafed  :  on  the  third  he  had  no  doubt 
remaining,  and  then  he  admired  the  whole.  My  Lord 
B 's  attempt  of  reducing  metaphyfics  to  intel- 
ligible ftnfeand  uiefulnefs,  will  be  a  glorious  under- 
taking; and  as  I  never  knew  him  fail  in  any  tijiuT 
he  attempted,  if  he  had  the  fole  management,  fo  I 
nm  confident  he  will  fuccced  in  this.  I  defire  you 
will  allow  that  1  write  to  you  both  at  prefent,  and 
io  i  fliall  while  I  live  :  it  faves  your  money,  and  my 
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<iinc  ;  and  he  being  your  genius,  no  matter  to  tvliiclk 
it  is  addreircd.  I  am  happy  tliat  what  yuu  write  is 
^irintcd  in  large  letters;  oihcrwife,  between  the 
wtakncl's  of  my  C)cs,  and  the  thickjicfo  «f  my  hear- 
ing,  1  lliould  lo'c  the  grcatcfl  plcafure  that   is  left 

me.     Pray  command  my   Lord  B to  follow 

that  example,  if  I  live  to  read  his  metaphylics.  Pray 
God  blcl:>  you  both.  I  had  a  melancholy  .iccount 
from  the  DoiTlor  of  his  health;  1  will  anfwcr  hii 
kttcr  as  foon  as  I  can.     1  am  ever  euiirciy  yours. 

LETTER       LXXIIf. 

Twickrnliam,  Dec.  Ip,  1734. 
T  AM  truly  forry  for  anr  complaint  you  have,  and 
it  is  in  regard  to  liie  weakncls  of  your  eyes  that 
I  write  (as  well  as  print)  in  folio.  You  II  think  1  I 
know  you  will,  for  you  have  all  the  candour  of  a 
good  uudcrllaudiiig)  that  the  tiling  which  men  ui 
our  a;^e  feel  the  nioft,  is  the  fricnuiliip  of  our  equals  ; 
and  tiiat  therefore  whatever  ailecls  thofc  who  arc 
ftcpt  a  few  years  before  us,  cannot  but  fcnfiblv  af- 
fect us  who  arc  to  follow.  It  troubles  me  to  hear 
you  comi'.lain  of  yot:r  memory;  and  if  I  am  in  any 
part  of  my  conltitution  younger  than  you,  it  will  be 
ill  my  remenibering  every  thinj  that  has  plcalcd  me 
ia  you,  longer  than  perhaps  you  will.  The  two 
lummcrs  wc  palFed  toj;ether  dwell  always  on  mj 
iiiiiul,  like' a  vition  which  gave  mc  a  glimpfc  of  A 
bitter  life  and  betttr  company  than  this  world 
oihcrwil'e  allorded.  J  am  now  an  individual,  upon 
whom  no  other  depends ;  and  may  go  where  I  will, 
ii  the  «« retched  c.-itcafe  I  .im  annexed  lo  did  not  hin- 
«iv.f  mc.  I  raud)led  by  very  cafy  journeys  this  year 
to  Lord  Haihuif)  and  Lord  Petcrborow,  who  upon 
eery  ocaUon  coaioicmcratc,  love,  and  wiili  for  you. 
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r  now  pafs  my  days  between  Dawley,  London,  p.nd 
this  place,  not  fludiuus,  nor  idle,  rather  polifliing 
old  works  than  hewing  out  new.  I  redeem  now  and 
then  a  paper  that  hath  been  abandoned  fevcrai 
years ;  and  of  this  fort  you'll  Toon  fee  one,  whic^i  I 
jnfcribe  to  our  old  friend  Arbuthnot. 

Thus  far  I  had  written,  and  thinking  to  fmiili  my 
letter  the  fame  evening,  ^^'as  prevented  by  company, 
and  the  next  morning  found  myfelf  in  a  fever,  high- 
ly difordered,  and  £o  continued  in  bed  for  five  days, 
and  in  my  chamber  till  now ;  but  fo  well  recovered 
as  to  hope  to  go  abroad  to-morrow,  even  by  th.c 
advice  of  Dr  Arbuthnot.  He  himfelf,  poor  man,  is 
much  broke,  though  not  worfe  than  fur  thcfc  two 
laft  months  he  has  been.  He  took  extremely  kind 
your  letter.  I  wilh  to  God  we  couid  once  meet 
.•?gain,  before  that  feparation,  whicli  yet,  I  would  be 
^•^lad  to  believe,  fii~.ll  re-unite  us  :  but  he  who  made 
M>,  not  for  ours,  but  his  purpofes,  knows  only  whe- 
ther it  be  foT  the  better  or  the  worfe,  that  the  affec- 
tions of  this  life  fiioiild,  or  fliould  not  continue  ints 
the  otlier;  and  doubtlefs  it  is  as  it  fiiould  be  :  yet 
I  am  fure  that  while  I  am  here,  and  the  thing  that 
T  am,  I  fball  be  impcrfe<fl  -n-ithout  the  communica- 
tion of  fuch  friends  as  jxju :  you  arc  to  me  like  a 
limb  iofl,  and  buried  in  another  country  ;  though  wc 
fcim  quite  divided,  every  accident  makes  me  fee! 
vou  were  once  a  part  of  me.  I  always  confider  you 
fo  much  as  a  friend,  that  I  forget  you  are  an  author, 
perhaps  too  much,  but  'tis  as  much  as  1  v-ould  dc- 
f:re  you  v,-ouId  do  to  mc.  However,  if  I  couid  in- 
fpjiit  yon  to  beftow  corrciVion  upon  tlwfe  three 
treatife'S  which  you  fay  arc  fo  near  compleated,  I 
Ihouid  think  it  n  better  work  than  any  1  can  pre- 
tend to  of  my  own.  I  anj  almoft  at  the  cud  of  rnt^ 
Vt»!..  VIH.  S 
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morals,  as  I've  been,  long  ago,  of  my  uit ;  my 
i\  Ikni  is  :i  lliort  one,  hud  my  circle  narrow.  Ima- 
gination has  no  limits,  and  that  is  a  fphtre  in  which 
vou  may  mov*  on  to  <rternity;  but  vhcrc  one 
i>  conliitc'd  to  cruth,  (or  to  fpcak  more  like  a  luin.an 
crc.iturc,  to  the  npptaraucts  of  truth),  we  loon  hnd 
tiic  lliortnef!.  of  our  ttther.  Indeed,  by  the  help  of 
a  metai-liylical  chain  «>f  ideas,  one  may  extend  tiic 
circuhiticu,  go  round  antl  round  for  ever,  without 
uvakin^  any  progrcl's  bcyimd  (he  point  to  x\hi.;ii 
Jhovitltnce  has  pinned  ua  :  bul  thij  doe»  m>t  fati.-iy 
me,  who  would  rather  lay  a  little  to  no  purpole, 
than  a  great  deal.  Lord  11.  in  voluminous,  but  he 
is  volumiuouo  only  to  dcrtroy  volumes.  1  ihall  nut 
live,  1  fear,  to  fee  that  work  printed;  he  i.-  l"o  taiten 
up  iVlll  (in  ipitc  of  the  motutory  hint  given  in  the 
tirll  line  of  my  ElTuy)  with  particular  men,  that  he 
ntgledts  mankind,  and  is  ftill  a  creature  of  thi.« 
vorld,  not  of  the  univerfe  ;  this  world,  wliich  is  a 
name  we  give  to  Europe,  to  England,  to  Ireland,  to 
J.Oii.lon,  to  Dublin,  to  the  court,  to  the  caltle,  and 
ft)  diminilhing  till  it  comes  to  our  owd  affairs,  and 
to  our  own  pcrion,-.  When  ytm  write,  (either  to 
hiin  or  to  me,  for  we  accept  it  all  at  cue)  rebuke 
kirn  for  it,  as  a  divine  if  yo;i  like  it,  or  m  a  badi- 
ntur,  if  yo\i  think  that  more  etVe«ilual. 

What  I  write  will  fliow  you  tltat  my  head  is  yet 
weak.  I  had  written  to  you  by  that  gentleman  from 
the  bath,  but  1  ditl  not  know  him,  ami  every  Iwdy 
t!).it  comes  from  Ireland  pretends  to  be  a  friend  of 
the  Dean's.  I  am  always  glad  to  lit  any  that  are 
truly  lo,  and  therefore  do  no:  millake  any  thing  I 
f.iid,  fo  as  to  dilcour.ige  yi-ur  letiding  any  luth  to 
mc.     Adieu. 


FROM    D  Pv    S  W  I  F  T,    l~c.         aoy 

LETTER      LXXIV. 
From  Dr  Swift. 

Mny  12,  r;^;. 
"^  OUR  letter  was  fent  me  yefkrday  by  Mr  Stop- 
ford,  who  landed  the  fame  day,  but  I  have  not! 
yet  feen  him.  As  to  my  filence.  God  fcnc.ws  it  js 
ny  great  misfortune.  My  httle  dor.ieftic  affairs  are 
in  great  confuf.on,  by  the  villainy  of  agents,  and  the 
mireries  of  this  kingdom,  v/here  there  is  no  money 
to  be  had :  nor  am  I  unconcern'd  to  fee  all  things 
lending  towards  abfolute  power  in  both  nations  *, 
(it  is  here  in  perfetStion  already),  although  I  fliall  not 
live  to  fee  it  efbiblilbed.  This  condition  of  things, 
both  public  and  perfonal  to  myfelf,  hath  given  me 
fuch  a  kind  of  defpondency,  that  I  am  almoft  un- 
qualified for  any  company,  diverfion,  or  aniufenient. 
The  death  of  Mr  Gay  and  the  DoiStor,  hath  been 
t<;rrible  wounds  near  my  heart.  Their  living  would 
have  been  a  great  comfort  to  n>e,  although  I  fliould. 
never  have  fecn  them;  like  a  fum  of  money  in  a 
bank,  from  which  I  fliould  recsive  at  leafl  annual 
Intcreil,  as  I  do  from  you,  and  have  done  from  my 
Lord  Bolingbroke.  To  iliew  in  how  much  ignorance 
I  live,  it  is  hardly  a  fortniglit  fince  I  heard  of  the 
death  of  mv  Lady  Mafliam,  my  conflant  friend  in 
all  changes  of  times.  God  forbid  that  I  fliould  cx- 
]K-i5t  vou  to  make  a  voy:ige  that  would  in  the  icafl 
ulTccl  your  health  :  but  in  the  mean  time  how  un- 
happy am  I,  that  my  bert;  friend  fliould  have  perhaps 
the  only  kind  of  dlforder  for  which  a  fea-voyage  i.^ 
nut  in  fome  degree  a  remedy  ?  The  old  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  faid,  he  would  not  change  his  dead  fon  (OlTory), 

♦  The  Dean  was  frequently  trosblcd,  he  tells  uf,  wit'n  a 
li.ldincfj  iu  his  head. 
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lt)r  tlif  bcfl  living  ifu  in  Eiiropf.  N'cithtr  would  I 
dvan^jc  you  iny  alifout^^friccii,  /or  the  bcrt  prcr<.nt 
{riin«l  rouHil  t!>e  globe. 

I  have  latily  read  a  bo<.k  imputed  to  I^rd  B. 
•-.ilicd  A  lyijjfrlaiijn  on  PuitKi  :  I  thiitk  it  very  irnr- 
"J;  riy  writtLil. 

I'lay  God  reward  you  for  your  kind  prayers :  I 
I';  I.cve  your  praytrs  will  do  mc  more  good  than 
tho;tf  (xf  all  tile  prelates  ia  both  kinj^doinb,  or  any 
prtl.iics  in  Europe,  except  the  llifliopot  Marfcilles  *. 
Anil  Cod  prel'ervc  you  tor  contributing  more  to  nund 
t;;c  world,  tiiau  the  whole  pack  ot  (modern)  paribus 
I.,  j  lump. 

I  am  ever  intirely  yours. 

L.    t    T    T    E    R       LX>i,V. 

Fr  jm  Dr  S  w  I  F  t. 

S'Pt.  3.  '735- 
'^ I "^11  IS  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Faulkner 
the  printi:r,  who  goes  over  on  liis  private  af- 
-iv;.  Thii  is  an  anlWer  to  yours  of  two  nionihs 
•  ;vi,  whicli  rouiplains  of  that  proiligate  fellow  C.iirll. 
i  iieartily  uiili  )ou  wore  what  they  c;vll  dilallcC^ed, 
.li  I  am.  I  may  Tay  us  David  did,  I  have  finned 
^•■i,ii,y^  i.ut  -what  k^ve  tteje  fi-ctp  ihnt?  You  have  given 
no  ull'cnec  to  the  Minillry,  nor  to  the  Lords,  uor 
iomnton^,  nor  Qiieeu,  nor  the  next  in  power;  for 
you  arc  a  man  of  virtue,  and  therefore  mud  abhor 
%icc  and  all  coiruption,  although  jour  dii'cretion 
holds  the  reins.  "  Vtui  need  not  fear  iioy  coiit- 
"  qutucc  in  the  coramcrce  that  hath  (o  long  palled 
"  between  us;  although  1  never  dclboyed  one  of 

•  Wl.n  ffli.tinurd    tl;ei»  w'.tli  I.i«   flocV   all   tlie   liire   k 
drmU'ul  pcilUcncc  ilcrvUtitl  that  citj. 
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"  your  letters;  but  my  executors  are  men  of  lionour 
"  :ind  virtue,  who  have  ftritft  orders  in  my  will  to 
''  burn  every  letter  left  behind  me."  Neither  did 
our  letters  contain  any  turns  of  wit,  or  fancy,  or 
politics,  or  fatire,  but  mere  innocent  friendfliip:  yet 
I  am  loth  that  any  letters  from  you,  and  a  very  few 
other  friends,  iliouki  die  before  me ;  i  believe  \ve 
neither  of  us  ever  leaned  our  head  upon  our  left 
hand  to  ftudy  what  we  fiiould  write  next ;  yet  we 
have  held  a  couflant  intercourie  from  your  youth 
and  my  middle  age,  and  from  your  middle  age  it 
muft  be  continued  till  my  death,  which  my  bad  ftate 
of  health  makes  me  expedl  every  month.  I  have  the 
ambition,  and  it  is  very  earned,  as  well  as  in  halte, 
to  have  one  Epiftle  infcribed  to  me  while  I  am  alive, 
and  you  juft  in  the  time  when  wit  and  wifdom  are 
in  the  height.  I  mud  once  more  repeat  Cicero's  de- 
lire  to  a.  friend,  orna  mc.  A  month  ago  were  fenc 
me  over  by  a  friend  of  mine,  the  works  of  John 
Hughes,  Efq,  They  are  in  verfe  and  prole.  I  never 
heard  of  the  man  in  my  life,  yet  I  find  your  name 
as  a  fubfcriber  too.  He  is  too  grave  a  poet  for  me, 
and,  i  think,  among  the  iv.ediocrivus  in  proi'e  as  well  as 
verfe.  I  have  the  honour  to  know  I)r  Rundle;  [v: 
is  indeed  worth  all  the  red  you  ever  font  us  ■,  but  thac 
is  ihying  nothiiTj,  for  he  anfwers  your  charatlter !  I 
have  dined  thrice  in  his  company.  He  brought  over 
a  worthy  clergyman  of  this  kingdom  as  his  chaplain, 
which  was  a  very  wife  and  popular  aclion.  His  only 
fault  is,  that  lie  drioks  no  wine,  and  I  drink  no- 
thing elfc. 

This  kingdom  is  now  abfolutcly  ftarving,  by  the 

mcani  of  every  oppreilion  that  can  be  inflicftd  on- 

mankind. — Shall  I  not  viftt  for  thcfe  things?  Jaltb  the 

had.    You  advife  me  right,  not  to  trouble  myfcii' 

Si  3 
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a'>out  t!)<?  world;  Imt  opprclftoa  ttHtutc^  mc,  and 
1  cannot  lire  without  meat  and  drink,  ni>r  get  cithtr 
without  mou<:y  ;  and  money  is  n«»t  to  be  had,  cxccy»t 
they  "  ill  niikc  nir  :i  billiop,  or  a  judge,  or  a  culuiu], 
or  :\  conmiiliiuHcr  uf  the  revenues.     Adieu. 

I-    E    T    T    ]•     R       I.XXVr. 

rp»0  .luAver  your  qiicllion  .li  to  "Mr  Hiights,  what 
!ic  wanted  ;is  to  genius,  he  made  up  as  an  hontft 
iiv.n  ;  but  he  wai  of  the  clafs  you  think  him. 

I  am  glxd  yon-<hink  nf  Dr  Rundle  n*  I  do.  He 
vilt  he  an  honour  to  ths  bilhop-:  .Ind  a  difi;racc  to 
o::c  bifluip,  two  things  you  wili  Ukc*.  but  wl»at  yon 
'^vj|l  like  more  partlculaily,  he  will  be  a  friend  an*l 
b..ncfatSh;r  even  to  your  un-fricnderf,  un-btn-jiitcd 
nation ;  he  will  be  a  friend  to  human  racc,whc>c-cvcr 
he  giies.  Pt.iy  tell  him  my  bcfl  \nlhcs  for  his  hcaltli 
and  long  life  :  1  willi  you  and  he  came  over  togethci , 
ov  that  1  were  with  vou.  I  never  fa-w  a  man  lo  iVl- 
dom,  whom  I  liked  i'o  much  .vs  I>r  Rundlc. 

I  ord  Pticrborow  I  went  to  take  a  lafl  leave  of  at 
h'j  Jetting  I'ail  for  l.Kbon  :  no  body  can  be  more 
waflvd,  po  foul  ciin  be  more  alive.  Jmnxdiaicly 
alter  the  IcvetcH  operation  of  being  cut  into  the 
bi.iddcr  for  a  rnpjiredion  of  urine,  he  took  coach, 
a'ld  got  from  Briltol  to  Southaiipton.  This  is  a  man 
tliat  will  neither  live  nor  die  like  any  other  mortal. 
Pcor  J, ord  Peterbtrow  !  there  is  another  ftring  loff, 
flial  wou'd.liavc  litli>c<l  to  draw  you  liithcr!  He  or- 
deitd  on  his  death-bed  hi?  watch  to  be  given  me, 
(tlut  which  !iad  accorap.-uiitd  liim  in  all  his  travcij), 
with  llkis  rtaion,  "  1  liat  I  mi^Iit  have  fomithinjj  to 
"  put  uic  every  day  in  mind  ot  him."  It  wa.«  a  p'c- 
feni  to  Litn  from  the  King  of  Sicily,  whole  arms 
anJ  .    ''    L  ...V   \i  ivcJ  on  the    inner-cafe;   ou   the 
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outer  T  have  put  this  iufcrlption.  ViBor  j^mac'sus^ 
Hex  SkUix,  Dux  Sahatidiu,  &C..&C.  Carolt  Mordaunt^ 
Coir.iil  c'c  Fetereorow,  D.  '-'.  Car.  l\'Xor,  Com  ae  Pet, 
Alexcndro  Pope  nwriens  legavit,  1735- 

Pray  write  to  me  a  little  oftner  :  and  if  there  be 
a  thing  left  m  the  world  that  pleafes  you,  tell  it  one 
who  will  partake  of  it.  I  hear  with  approbation 
and  pleafure,  that  your  prefent  care  is  to  relieve  the 
moil  helplefs  of  this  world,  thofe  objedbs  *  which 
molt  want  our  compaiilon,  tho'  generally  made  the 
Icorn  of  their  fellow-creatures,  fuch  as  are  lefs  inno- 
nocent  than  they.  You  always  think  peneroufly  ; 
?jid  of  ail  charities,  this  is  the  mod  difintercfted,  and- 
lead  vain-glorious,  done  to  fucL.as  never  will  thank 
vou,  or  can  praife  you  for  it, 

God  blefs  you  with  c.-vle,  if  not  witK  pleafure^.. 
•with  a  tolerable  ftate  of  health,  if  not  with  its  full 
';iijoymeut ;  with  a  refigned  temper  of  mind,  if  not  a 
very  chearful  one.  It  is  upon  thefc  terms  llive  my- 
li.lf,  tho'  younger  than  you,  and  I  repine  not  at  niy 
]  )t,  could  but  the  prefence  of  a  few  that  I  love  be. 
cidded  to  thefe.     Adieu. 

LETTER      LXXVIL 
From  Dr  Swift. 

r  A  NS  WE  RED  yovir  letter  relatin.<Tto  Curll,  ire. 
1  believe  tny  letters  have  elcspcd  being  publiflied, 
becaufe  I  writ  nothing  but  nature  and  friendihi^p,. 
and  particular  incidents  which. could  make  no  figure 
in  writing.  I  have  cbferved.  that  not  only  Voiture, 
but  likcwife  Tully  and  Pliay  writ  their  letters  lor 
the  public  view,  more  tiiaii  for  the  fake  of  their  cor- 
rcfpondento ;  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  on  account  of  the 
»  Idiots. 
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entertainment  they  have  jjiven  mc  :  liallhc  diJ  the 
Tame  thing,  but  with  more  tliH'iicfs,  and  conlcijitcntlv 
kfs  diverting.  Now  I  muft  tell  you,  th.it  yoii  arc  to 
U>ok  upon  me  as  one  guiug  very  Lift  out  ot  the  world; 
but  my  flclli  and  buaes  arc  to  be  carried  to  iloiy- 
hcad,  for  1  will  not  ly  in  a  country  of  liavcs.  Jt 
j)le;ircth  me  to  find  that  you  begin  to  dillike  thinj:< 
in  fjiite  of  your  philoibphy  ;  your  Mule  cannot  for- 
bear her  hints  to  tliat  purpofc.  I  cannot  travel  ta 
lie  you;  otherwife,  1  iblemnly  protcft,  1  would  do  :t. 
1  !»avc  an  intcutioj)  to  pafs  this  winter  in  tiic  ci<ua- 
trv  ^»ith  a  friend  forty  mile's  off,  aud  to  ride  only  ten 
T  lilcs  a  day  ;  yet  is  my  health  fo  uncertain,  that  I 
fear  it  will  cat  be  in  niy  power.  1  often  ride  a 
d(»ztn  mile? ,  but  [  conic  to  my  own  bed  at  night  : 
my  bcil  way  would  be  to  nuirry,  for  in  that  cafe  any 
bed  would  be  better  than  my  own.  I  found  you  .1 
very  youn^  man,  and  J  left  you  a  middlt-.igeil 
one;  you  knew  me  a  middle-aged  man,  and  now  I 

am  aa  old  one.    Whi  re  !■;  my  Lord ?  uu-thinks 

I  am  enquiring  after  a  tulip  of  laft  year. — "  \v>i 
"  need  not  r.pprthcnd  any  Curll*  meddling  with 
•'  youT  letters  to  me;  I  will  not  dcftroy  them,  but 
*'  have  osdered  rn-  cxecut»»Ts  to  do  that  ollicc."  I 
have  a  thoufand  things  more  to  fay,  /o«^-ct'i/jJ  r  ?  ^ar- 
t:i!j;  but  I  muft  remember  I  have  other  letters  to 
write  if  I  have  ti.ne,  which  I  i]>eud  to  tell  you  lb. 
I  am  ever,  dcarci^  Sir, 

Your,  &c. 

L    £    T    T    E    R       LXXVIII. 

Irom    Dr    S  v.'  i  F  r. 

Veh,  Q,  t7^;,-6. 
T   CANNOT  properly  caU  you  my  beft  friend,  bc- 
CAuTc  I  have  not  anotUu  Lit  who  dcfcnrc»  tbc 
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nnmc,  fuch  a  havoc  have  Time,  Death,  Exile,  and 
Oblivion  made.  Perhaps  you  Avould  have  fewes 
complaints  of  my  ill  health  and  lownefs  of  Tpirits,  if 
there  were  not  fonie  excufe  for  my  delay  of  writing 
even  to  you.  It  is  perfedlly  right  what  you  fay  of 
I  he  indifference  in  common  friends,  whether  we  are 
Tick  or  well,  happy  or  miferable.  The  very  maid- 
iervants  iia  a  family  have  tlie  fame  notion  :  I  have 
heard  them  often  fay,  Oh,  1  am  very  fick,  if  any 
I'ody  cai-ed  for  it  I  I  am  vexed  when  my  vifitors  come 
n-ith  the  compliment  ufual  here,  Mr  Dean,  I  hope 
you  are  very  well.  My  popularity  that  you  mention, 
is  wholly  confined  to  the  common  people,  who  are 
more  conllant  than  thoie  we  mif-call  their  betters. 
I  walk  the  Ifreets,  and  fo  do  my  lower  friends,  from 
whom,  and  from  whom  alone,  I  have  a  thoufand 
hats  and  blelFmgs  upon  old  fcores,  which  thofe  we 
call  the  gentry  have  forgot.  £ut  I  have  not  the  love, 
nor  hardly  the  civility,  of  any  c>ne  man  in  power  or 
ftation ;  and  i  can  boaft  that  I  neither  vifit  nor  ara 
acquainted  with  any  lord,  Temporal  or  Spiritual,  in 
t!:e  whole  kingdom ;  nor  am  able  to  do  the  lead 
good  oi&ce  to  tlic  nK>fl  deferving  man,  except  what  I 
can  difpofe  of  in  my  own  Cathedral  upon  a  vacancy. 
What  hath  funk  my  fpirits  more  than  even  years  and 
ficknefs,  is  reflecting  on  the  molt  execrable  corrup- 
tions that  run  through  every  branch  of  public  ma- 
nagement. 

1  heartily  thank  you  for  thofe  lines  you  tranflatcd, 
Stnj^uL  dc  noHs  anni,  &c.  You  have  put  them  in  a 
ftrong  and  admirable  light;  but  however,  I  am  fi> 
partial,  as  to  be  more  delighted  with  thofe  which 
are  to  do  me  the  greateft  honour  I  fliall  ever  receive 
from  pofterity,  and  will  outweigh  the  malignity  of 
ten  thoufand  enemies.    1  never  faw  them  before,  by 
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which  It  is  plain  that  the  letter  ycu  ftnt  mc  mifcar- 
ricd. — I  do  not  cioubt  that  you  h.iv^  choice  of  new 
acquaintance,  and  fomc  of  them  may  be  del'crving  : 
for  youth  is  the  fcnlon  of  ■virtue;  corruptions  v'r>»w 
with  years,  and  I  believe  thcoldtrft  roj;ue  in  England 
is  d)e  g-catcft.  You  have  years  enough  before  you 
to  watch  whether  thci'c  new  actiuaintance  will  keep 
their  virtue  when  they  leave  you  and  go  into  the 
world  :  ho-xv  lon<;  will  their  ipirit  of  independciKv 
liill  a^a-nft  the  temptations  of  future  minifterf;,  and 
future  kings  ? — As  to  the  new  l^.•rd  Lieutenant,  I  ne- 
ver knew  any  of  the  family;  fo  iliat  I  fl»all  net  be 
able  to  get  any  jobb  done  by  him  for  any  defciviag 
friend. 

L    E    T     r    E    R       LXXIX. 

From  Dr  S  w  t  F  T. 

Frb.  7,  i7-;;,-6. 
1  T  i?  fome  ti  ne  fincc  I  dined  at  the  Bilbop  of  De?- 
ry's,  where  Mr  Sccrctai)  Car y  tolJ  me  with  great 
concern,  that  you  wert  taken  very  ill.  I  have  heard 
nothing  llnce,  only  I  iuve  rontinned  in  great  pain  of 
mind,  yet  tor  ir.y  own  fike  and  the  world's  more 
than  for  yours;  bccaule  I  wcl!  know  how-  !i:t!e  you 
value  life  both  as  a  i)hil.»fo;>her  auu  a  ChrKt'an,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  wherein  hardly  one  in  i  million 
of  us  heretics  can  ef^ual  you.  If  you  are  well  reco- 
vered, you  ought  to  be  reproached  for  riot  putting 
mc  elpccialiy  out  of  pain,  who  could  not  bear  the 
lofs  of  you  ;  although  we  muft  be  f.>r  ever  di'lant  as 
much  as  if  I  vrre  ia  thi*  grave,  for  which  ray  years 
ai'd  cuntioual  inditpoiition  .-uc  prcjiarin;;  mc  every 
fratbu.  I  have  ftaiii  t<»o  l.>tig  from  prclbng  you  :i> 
give  mc  (bme  cale  by  un  account  of  your  health, 
pr.»y  do  not  ufe  rac  fo  ill  any  more.  1  look  ujnn 
you  as  aa  elUtc  fr;;m  which  1  receive  my  beft  an- 
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«u:il-rehts,  although  I  am  never  to  fee  it.  Mv  Tickcl 
■was  at  the  fame  meeting  >iader  the  fame  real  ccncern; 
and  fc  were  a  hundred  others  of  this  ifiwn  who  h^id 
never  feen  you, 

I  read  to  the  Bifliop  of  Deny  the  paragraph  in 
yobr  letter  which  coneeru'd  hint,  and  his  Lordlliip 
exprelTed  liis  thankfulnefs  in  a  manner  that  became 
him.  He  is  <;fteemed  here  as  a  perfon  of  learning, 
and  converfation,  and  humanity,  but  he  is  beloved, 
by  all  people. 

I  have  nobody  now  left  but  you  :  pray  be  fo  kind 
to  outlive  me,  and  then  di€  as  foon  as  you  pleafc, 
but  without  pain';  and  let  us  meet  in  a  better  place, 
if  my  religion  will  permit,  but  rather  my  virtue,  al- 
though much  ui>equal  to  yours.  Pray  let  my  Lord 
liathurft  know  how  much  I  love  him ;  I  ftill  infift 
on  his  remembering  mc,  althougli  he  is  too  much  in 
the  world  to  honour  an  abfent  friend  with  his  let- 
ters. My  ftate  of  health  is  not  to  boafl  of;  my  gid- 
dinefs  is  more  or  lefs  too  conftant;  1  deep  ill,  and 
have  a  poor  appetite.  I  can  as  calily  write  a  poem 
■in  the  Chinefe  language  as  my  own  :  1  am  as  fit 
for  matrimony  as  invention ;  and  yet  I  have  daily 
fchemes  for  innumerable  eflays  in  profe,  and  pro'- 
cced  fomctimes  to  no  lefs  than  half  a  dozen  lines, 
which  tJie  next  morning  becomes  wafle  paper.  V/liat 
vexes  me  mollis,  that  my  female  friends,  v/ho  could 
bear  m<;  very  well  a  dozen  years  ago,  iiave  now  for- 
faken  me,  although  1  am  not  fo  old  in  proportion  to 
them,  as  I  formerly  was  ;  which  1  can  prove  by 
arithmetic,  for  then  I  was  double  their  age,  which 
now  I  am  not.  Pray,  put  me  oat  of  fear  as  foon  as 
you  can,  about  that  ugly  report  of  your  illnefs  ;  and 
let  me  know  who  this  Chcfclden  is,  that  hath  fo  late- 
ly fprung  up  in  your  favour.   Give  me  alio  fome  ao- 
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count  of  your  neighbour  wljo  writ  to  mc  from  Batli : 
1  hrar  he  rcfolvcs  to  be  flrcnufius  for  tAlcine  olT  the 
Tcfl;  which  grieves  mc  extremely,  from  all  the  un- 
prcjiidilld  rcalbns  I  ever  was  able  to  form,  and 
a^.iinfttlie  maxims  of  all  wife  Chrlftian  govcrmnents ', 
^\hich  aUvars  had  foine  clhWillitd  religion,  leaving 
at  bell  a  toleration  to  otiicrs. 

Farewell,  my  dcCrtft  fritnd  !  ever,  and  upon  every 
account  that  can  create  fricndlliip  and  efktm. 

L    E    T    T    E    R       LXXX. 

Mveh  35,  I73f>, 
1  F  ever  I  write  more  cpiftle:.  in  vcrfe,  one  of  them 
"*•  fliali  be  addrefled  to  you.  J  have  lon^  concerted 
it,  p.nd  be^im  it ;  but  I  xfould  make  wl».it  hears  yrur 
name  as  linillud  a-i  my  lafl  work  ouglit  to  be,  that 
is  to  fay,  more  flniflicd  than  any  of  the  reft.  The 
fubjedl  is  large,  and  will  divide  into  four  cpifl'c^. 
which  naturally  follow  the  I'.fTav  on  Afan,  viz.  1.  i)f 
the  Extent  and  Limits  of  Human  Re.Unn  and  Science, 
a.  A  View  of  the  ulcful  and  therefore  attaiiia'  ',!:,  and 
of  the  un-ul'eful  and  therefore  unart.-.iiiabic  Arts. 
3.  Of  the  Nature,  Ends,  Application,  and  L'fc  of  di.'- 
ferent  Capacities.  4.  Of  the  I'lc  of  Lt.nnin^,  of  the 
f.ic'jceof  the /rorW,  and  of  U^it.  It  will  conclude 
with  a  fatire  againfl  the  mif-apjilioition  of  all  thtfc, 
exemplified  by  pidlurcs,  charadlers,  and  examples. 

But,  alas  !  the  taflt  is  great,  and  koh  Jam  jua'i< 
erjm.'  My  undcrrtanding  indeed,  fuch  as  it  is,  is  ex- 
tended rather  than  (liminillied  :  1  fee  things  more 
in  the  whole,  more  eonlillent,  and  more  clearly  de- 
duced from,  and  related  to  each  other :    but  what  [ 

•  The  Auilior  of  tlif  Differt.ttim  en  pjrtlet  •.if^rm  to 
liivc  I'fcn  of  riir  fame  opinion  ;  hut  the  AuiUur  u(  flie 
Boot  'iT  Friiimcnti  i>  of  u«rt!icr  inind. 

i, 
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Jain  on  the  fide  of  philofophy,  I  lofe  on  the  fide  of 
poetry  :  the  flowers  are  gone,  when  the  fruits  begin 
to  ripen,  and  the  fruits  perhaps  will  never  ripen  per- 
fectly. The  climate  (under  our  heaven  of  a  court) 
is  but  cold  and  uncertain;  tire  winds  rife,  and  the 
vinter  comes  on.  I  find  myfelf  but  little  difpofed 
to  build  a  new  houfe;  I  have  nothing  left  but  to 
gather  up  the  relics  of  a  wreck,  and  look  about  me  to 
iee  how  few  friends  I  have  left.  Pra)',  whofe  eflcenx 
or  admiration  fliould  I  dtfire  now  to  procure  by  my 
writings  r  whofe  friendfliip  or  converfation  to  obtain 
by  them  ?  I  am  a  man  of  defperate  fortunes,  that  is, 
a  man  whofe  friends  are  dead  :  foi'  I  never  aim'd  at 
any  other  fortune  than  in  friends.  As  foon  as  I  had 
fent  my  laft  letter,  I  receiv'd  a  moft  kind  one  from 
you,  exprefiing  great  pain  for  ray  late  illnefs  at  Mr 
Chefelden's.  1  conclude  you  was  eafed  of  that  friend- 
ly apprehenllon  in  a  few  days  after  you  had  dif- 
patched  yours,  for  mine  muft  have  reached  you  then. 
I  wondered  a  little  at  your  quere,  wlio  Chefelden 
was  r  It  fliews  that  the  trucfl;  merit  does  not  travel 
fo  far  any  way  as  on  the  wings  of  poetry;  he  is  tlie 
moft  noted,  and  mofl:  defcrving  man  in  the  whole 
profellion  of  cliirurgery,  and  has  fav'd  the  lives  of 
thoufands  by  his  manner  of  cutting  for  the  iione. — 
1  am  now  well,  or  what  I  mufl:  call  fo. 

I  have  lately  feen  fome  writings  of  Lord  B.'s  fince 
he  went  to  France.  Nothing  can  deprefs  his  genius  : 
whatever  befals  Iiim,  he  will  Aill  be  tlie  greatefl: 
man  lu  the  world,  <;ither  in  his  own  time,  or  with 
poflerity. 

Every  man  you  know  or  care  for  here,  enquires  of 

you,   and  pays  you  the  only  devoir  he  can,   that  of 

drinking  your  health.     I  willi  you  had  any  motive 

to  fee  this  kingdom :  I  could  keep  you,  for  I  am 

Vol.  Vlll.  T 
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rich,  that  is,  I  have  more  than  I  want.  I  can  afford 
room  for  yourfclf  and  two  fcrv.ints;  I  have  inil('(.fl 
room  tnougli,  nothmj;  but  myfclf  at  home;  tht  kind 
and  hearty  houl'cwile  is  dead  !  the  agreeable  and 
iii'truki^ve  neighbour  is  gone  I  yet  my  hoiifc  is  en- 
larged, and  tlie  gardens  extend  and  flouriih,  as  know- 
ant^  noiliiiig  of  the  giierts  thtyhave  loft.  1  l»avc  more 
.';iiit-trces  and  kitclicn-gardtn  than  )t>u  have  any 
thought  of;  nay,  I  have  good  melons  and  pint- 
•npples  of  my  own  grcnnh.  I  am  as'  ir.uch  a  better 
gardener,  as  I  am  a  worlc  poet,  than  when  yon  l.iw 
me  :  but  gardening  is  near  a-kin  to  philolbphy,  f()r 
'lully  fays,  "  Agricultura  proxima  fapicntix."  For 
<'-od's  fake,  why  Hiould  not  you  (that  arc  a  ftrp 
liigher  than  a  philoibpher, — a  divine,  yet  have  tfto 
much  gr.ace  and  wit  to  be  a  bilhop),  even  give  all 
you  have  to  the  poor  of  Ireland,  (for  whom  you  have 
already  done  every  thing  die ),  in  quit  the  pl.acc,  and 
Jive  and  die  with  me?  .And  let  "  I'alcs  auimz  con- 
"  cordcs"  be  our  motto  and  our  rpitapij. 

L   r.   T   T   E    R     Lxxxr. 

i  rom    Dr    S  w  i  t  t. 

DilMin,  April  ;},   t;-,^. 

"^tY  common  illncf^  Is  of  tliat  kin<l  whfrh  uftcfly 
difijualilies  me  for  all  converf.itiun  ;  T  mean  my 
deafncfs  :  and  indecti  it  is  tliat  only  which  dikoura- 
gcth  me  from  ail  thoughts  of  coming  to  England; 
hecaufe  I  am  ntvtr  fure  that  it  may  not  rctmn  in  a 
vttk.  If  it  xvere  a  good  houcfl  gout,  I  could  catch 
an  interval  to  t.akc  a  voya,!^e,  and  in  a  warm  lod- 
e'"?  o^f  !i"  <^'»'y  fbair,  and  be  able  to  hear  and  roar 
.'imong  my  friends.  "  As  to  what  you  fay  of  your 
letters,  liner  you  have  utany  yc:irs  of  life  more 
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"^  than  I,  my  refolution  is  to  direct  my  executors  to 
"  fend  you  all  your  letters,  well  fealed  and  pacquet* 
"- ed,  along  with  feme  legacies  mentioned,  in  ray 
*'  will,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  your  diipofal  r 
"  thofe  things  are  all  tied  up,  indorlcd,  and  locked 
"  up  in  a  cabinet,  and  I  have  not  one  fcrvant  who 
"  can  properly  be  /aid  to  write  or  read  :  no  mortal 
"  fliall  copy  them,  but  you  Ihall  furcly  have  them 
"  when  I  am  no  more.''  I  have  a  little  repined  at 
nsy  being  hitherto  Hipped  by  you  in  your  EpICdes, 
not  from  any  other  ambition  than  the  title  of  a 
friend,  and  in  that  fcni'e  [  expecft  you  fliall  perrorra 
your  proraife,if  your  health,  and  leilure,  and  inclina- 
tion will  permit  I  deny  your  lofing  on  the  fide  of 
poetry  ;  I  could  reafon  agalnft  you  a  little  from  ex- 
perience; you  are,  and  will  be.ibmi.".  vears  to  come, 
at  the  age  when  invention  (iill  keeps  its  ground,  and 
judgment  is  at  full  maturity  ;  but  your  fubjcifts  are 
much  more  difficult  when  confined  to  verfe.  I  am 
amazed  to  fee  you  exhauft  the  whole  fcience  of  mo- 
rality in  fo  mafterly  a  manner.  Sir  W.  Temple  faid, 
that  the  lofs  of  friends  was  a  tax  upon  long  life  :  it 
need  not  be  very  long,  fince  you  have  had  fo  great 
a  fhare,  but  I  have  not  above  one  left  :  and  in  this 
country  J  have  only  a  few  general  companions  of 
good-nature  and  middling  underflandings.  How 
fliould  I  know  Cheftlclen  ?  On  your  fide,  men  of 
fame  flart  up  and  die  before  weherj:  (at  leaf!  1)  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  1  am  a  little  comforted 
with  what  you  fay  of  Lord  B.'s  genius  Hill  keeping 
up,  and  preparing  to  appear  by  eiTe^fts  worthy  of 
the  author,  and  ufcful  to  the  world. —  Common  re- 
ports have  made  me  very  uneafy  about  your  neigh- 
bour Mr  P.  It  is  aflirmed  that  he  hath  been  very 
near  death.    1  love  him    for  being  a  patriot  in  inoi\ 


»io  LETTERS     TO     AND 

corrnpted  timet,  and  hij;hly  dlecm  hi»  excellent  un« 
def landing.  Nothing  but  lh«  pervcrfc  nature  of 
my  difordcrs,  as  I  have  aht)vc  deicrilitil  than,  and 
nhich  are  abfolute  dilqiialiGcat inns  tor  ccnvcrfc, 
could  hinder  me  I'rom  waiting  on  you  at  Twicken- 
ham, and  nurfiii^  you  to  Paris.  In  fhort,  uiy  ail- 
ments amount  to  a  prohibition;  although  I  am,  as 
you  dt-rcribe  ynurftlf,  what  /  m-iji  jll  •jit!',  yet  I 
have  not  Tpirits  Lft  lo  ride  out,  which  (excepting 
xvallting)  was  my  only  divcrfion  :  and  I  mult  cx- 
|;r»n  to  decline  every  muuch,  like  one  who  lives  upon 
his  principal  Aim  which  niufl  IciFcn  every  d:iy  ;  and 
indeed  I  am  likcwifc  literally  almoft  in  the  fame  cafe, 
vhile  every  body  owes  mc,  and  nobody  pays  mc. 
InOicad  of  a  young  race  of  patriots  on  your  lidc, 
which  gives  Mc /bme  glimpfe  of  joy,  here  wc  have 
ti'jc  dircill  contrary,  a  race  ot  young  dunces  and 
athcifts,  or  old  villains  and  men  fit  rs,  whereof  four- 
tifths  arc  more  wicked  and  Hwpid  than-  Chartrcs. 
Your  wants  arc  fo  lew,  that  you  need  not  Itc  rich 
to  fupply  thtm;  ar.  1  my  wants  arc  fo  m.nny,  that  .1 
king's  Tcvcn  millions  of  guiueas  would  not  fupport 
me. 

LETTER       LXXXTI. 

AuR.  17,  iT?^. 
FIND,  though  I  have  Icfs  experience  than  you, 
the  truth  of  what  you  tcld  mc  fomc  time  a;^, 
that  incrcalc  of  years  makes  men  more  talkative  hut 
Itfi  writativc;  to  that  degree,  that  I  now  write  nc- 
letters  but  of  plain  bunnels,  or  plain  how-d'yc'»,  to 
t)»ofc  few  I  am  forced  to  corrcfpoud  with,  cither  out 
of  neccfTity  or  love  :  and  I  grow  laco.iic  even  lKrp)nd 
laconicilm;  for  funutiines  I  return  only  Yes,  or  No, 
to  cjutrtionary  or  pifitionary  cpiftlcs  of  h.iif  a  yard 
toiig.     Yua  and  Lord  Coliu^hrokc  arc  the  only  inct»- 
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t<»  whom  T  write,  and  always  in  folio.  You  are  in- 
deed almofl  the  only  men  I  know,  who  either  can 
write  in  this  age,  or  whole  writings  will  reach  the 
next :  others  are  mere  mortals.  Whatever  failings 
fuch  men  may  have,  a  refpedt  is  due  to  them,  as 
luminaries  whofe  exaltation  renders  their  motion 
a  little  irregular,  or  rather  caufes  it  to  feem  ^a  to 
otiiers.  I  am  afraid  to  cenfnre  any  thing  I  hear  of 
Dean  Swift,  becaufe  I  hear  it  only  from  niortals, 
blind  and  dull :  and  you  lliould  be  cautious  of  cen- 
furing  any  action  or  motion  of  Lord  B.  becaufe  yoa 
hear  it  only  from  lliallow,  envious,  or  malicious  re- 
porters. What  you  writ  to  me  about  him  I  find  to 
my  great  fcandal  repeated  in  one  of  yours  to  ' 
Whatever  you  might  hint  to  me,  was  this  for  the 
profane?  the  thing,  if  true,  lliould  be  concealed; 
but  it  is,  1  allure  you,  abloiutely  untrue,  in  every 
circumftance.  He  has  fixed  in  a  very  agreeable  re- 
tirement near  Fontainbleau,  and  makes  it  his  whole 
butinefs  vacarc  litem.  Bat  tell  me  the  truth,  were  you 
not  angry  at  his  omitting  to  write  to  you  fo  long? 
I  may,  for  I  hear  from  him  feldomer  than  Irom  you, 
that  is,  twice  or  thrice  a  year  at  mod.  Can  you  pof- 
fibly  think  he  can  negkcT:  you,  or  difregard  vou  :  If 
vou  catch  yourfelf  at  thinking  fuch  nonfenfe,  your 
parts  are  decay'd  :  for,  believe  me,  great  geniuits 
nniCt  and  do  cfleem  one  another,  and  I  nueltion  if  any 
others  can  efteem  or  comprehend  uncommon  merit. 
Others  only  guefs  at  that  merit,  or  fee  glinimerings 
of  their  minds  :  a  genius  has  tlie  intuitive  faculty  : 
therefore,  imagine  what  you  will,  you  canuo.-  be  fo 
fure  of  any  man's  efteem  a;  of  his.  If  I  can  think 
that  neither  he  nor  ycu  defpifc  me,  it  !?  a  greater 
honour  to  me  by  far,  and  will  be  thought  fo  by  po- 
fteriey,  tlan  if  al!  the  r'.cufc  of  i,ordb  v.-rit  conunen.- 
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dajory  vcrlls  upon  mc,  the  Commons  ordcr'd  me  t0 
print  vy  w-orks,  the  L'nivcrfitics  gavo  me  public 
thank..,  and  the  King,  Qncen,  and  Prince  cro^vii'd 
mc  with  laurel.  You  arc  a  very  ignorant  man  ;  you 
don't  know  the  figure  his  name  and  yours  will  make 
Jicrtaftcr:  I  do,  and  will  prefcrv'c  all  the  memorials 
I  can,  that  I  was  of  your  inrin.ary;  hrj^o,  Jed  jnoxi- 
mm,  ti.tiTVidk.  I  will  not  qjiarrel  with  the  prefent 
age ;  it  has  done  enough  for  me,  in  making  and 
keeping  you  two  my  friends.  Do  not  you  be  too 
nngry  at  it,  and  let  not  him  he  too  angry  at  it  ;  it 
has  done  and  can  do  ncitlicr  of  you  any  manner  of 
harm,  as  long  as  it  lias  not,  and  cannot  burn  vour 
■works:  while  thofe  fubliO,  you'll  both  appear  the 
greateft  men  of  the  time,  in  fpite  of  princes  and  mi- 
uiQcrr. ;  and  the  wifcft,  in  fpite  of  all  the  little  errors 
you  may  pleafe  to  commit. 

Adieu.  May  better  health  attend  you,  than,  T 
fiar,  you  polVefs  ;  may  but  as  good  health  attend 
you  always  as  nine  is  at  prcluit,  tolerable,  when 
an  tal'y  mind  is  join'd  with  it. 

L    E    T    T    E    R       LXXXIII. 

I'roTU    Dr   ;i  \V  I  K  T. 

Dr.-.  5,  I7j(l. 
T   TH  INi\  yo'i  iMvc  nic  a  itttrr;  but  whether  you 
■^     do  or  not,    I   Iwvc  not    been  in   a  condition  to 
write  :  year.'i  and  inlirmitics   have  quite  broke  me  ; 

I  mian  that  odious  continual  diforder  in  my  head. 
1  neither  read  aor  wiite,  nor  rcmcml)cr,  nor  convcrfe. 
All  1  have  left  is  tu  walk  and  ride  ;  the  lirfl  ]  can 
do  tolerably;  but  the  latter,  for  want  of  good  wea- 
ther at  this  fcaibn,  is  feldoin  in  my  power;  and 
l..i\ing  net  an  ounce  of  fle|li  alK>ut   me,  my  Itin 

..cues  olT  in  tea  miles  riding,  bccaufc  my  ILin  iinJ 
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Bone  cannot  agree  together  :  but  I  am  angry  be- 
cauie  you  will  not  fuppofe  mc  us  iick  as  1  am,  and 
write  to  nie  out  of  perfecSt charity,  although  I  Ihould 
not  be  able  to  anlWer.  I  have  too  many  vexations 
by  my  flation  and  the  impertinence  of  people,  to  be 
able  to  bear  the  mortification  of  not  hearing  from 
a  very  few  diltant  friends  that  are  left;  and,  con- 
fidering  how  Time  and  Fortune  have  ordered  mat- 
ters, 1  have  hardly  one  friend  left  but  yourfelf. 
What  Horace  lays,  "  SingLila  de  nobis  anni  prs- 
•'  dantur,"  I  feel  every  month,  at  faxtheft;  and  by 
this  computation,  if  I  hold  out  two  years,  I  fliall 
think  it  a  miracle-  My  comfort  is,  you  begun  to 
diftinguifli  io  confounded  early,  that  your  acquain- 
tance with  diftinguiilied  men  of  all  kinds  was  al- 
mod  as  ancient  as  mine ;  I  mean  VVychctley,  Rowe, 
Prior,  Congreve,  Addifon,  Parnellc,  «i-f.  and  in  Ipite 
of  your  heart  you  have  owned  me  a  cotemporary  : 
not  to  mention  Lords  Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  Har- 
court,  Peterborow  :  in  fliort,  I  was  t'other  day  re- 
CDllccling  twenty-feven  great  minifters,  or  men  of. 
wit  and  learning,  who  are  all  dead,  and  all  of  my 
acquaintance,  within  twenty  years  part;  neither  have 
I  the  grace  to  be  forry  that  the  pre/cnt  times  are 
drawn  to  the  dregs,  as  well  as  my  own  life.  —  Wiiy 
my  friends  be  happy  in  tliis  and  a  better  life,  but  I 
value  not  what  becomes  of  pofterity,  when  I  conlidcr 
from  what  monders  they  are  to  fpring. —  My  Lord 
Orrery  writes  to  you  to-morrow,  and  yoa  foe  I  fend 
this  under  his  cover,  or  at  leall  franked  by  him.  He 
has  3000 1.  a-year  about  Cork,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  has  more  than  three  years  rent  unpaid  : 
this  is  our  condition  in  thele  bleiicd  times.  I  writ 
to  your  neighbour  about  a  month  ago,  and  fub- 
itribtd  my  ni^mc :    I  fear  he  ijath  not  received  my 
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Jcttcr,  and  wilh  you  woulil  allc  Iiirn;  Init  pcrhap*^ 
be  is  Rill  a-rambling  ;  for  we  hear  of  him  at  Ncw- 
irarkct,  and  that  Bccrhaavc  hat li  rc-ftorcd  hi.^  hcrtltii. 

—  How  my  fcrviccs  are  ItlVciicd  of  late-  with  the 
number  of  my  friends  on  your  fide  I  yet,  n»y  Lord 
Bathiirft,  and  Lord  Mafl.am,  and  Wr  Lewi*,  re- 
main, and  l)cio^  your  actjuaint.-mcc,  I  dci'tre  whca 
you  fee  them  to  deliver  my  compliments  ;  but  chitlly 
to  Mrs.  P.  B.  and  let  me  know  whttlicr  llic  be  as 
young  and  agreeable  as  wlicn  {  (aw  her  lad  I  Have 
you  got  a  fupply  of  new  friends  to  make  up  for 
thofe  who  are  "one  ?  and  arc  they  equal  to  the  lirft  .* 
I  am  afraid  it  is  with  friends,  as  with  times;  and 
that  the  laudiifir  lemporU  aBi  j'c  puero,  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  btith.  I  anj  lefs  grieved  for  living  here, 
becaufc  it  is  a  perfct'l  retirement,  and  cunfcqucntly 
fitted  for  thole  who  arc  grown  good  f«ir  nothinjj; 
for  this  town  and  kingdom  are  as  much  nut  of  the 
world  as  North  Wales. —  My  head  is  fo  ill  that  I 
cannot  write  a  paper  full  as  I  uttd  to  do;  and  yet 
]  will  not  forgive  a  blank  of  half  an  inch  frt»m  you. 

—  I  had  realbn  to  cxpcQ,  from  loiiu'  of  your  letters, 
that  we  were  to  hope  for  more  epifllcs  of  morality; 
and,  I  aiTure  you,  mv  accpiaintancc  relent  th.U  tl>ey 
have  not  ften  my  name  at  the  head  of  one.  'J"hc 
fubjtOls  of  fncli  cptlUes  arc  raorr  uieful  to  the  public, 
by  your  r.'.anncr  of  handling  them,  than  any  of  all 
ywi:r  writings  :  and  although,  in  lb  profligate  a 
vvirld  as  ours,  they  may  ;K)llibly  not  much  mend 
our  manners,  yet  pofleritv  will  enjoy  the  bcnitit, 
■whrncvcr  a  court  happens  to  have  the  lead  rclilb  for 
▼irtuc  UI.J  religion. 
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LETTER       LXXXIV. 
To    Dr    S  w  I  F  T. 

Dec.  30,  1736. 
•vrOUR  very  kind  letter  has  made  mc  more  me- 
•*■  lancholy  than  almoft  any  thing  in  this  world 
now  can  do  ;  for  I  can  bear  every  thing  in  it,  bad  aa 
it  is,  better  than  the  complaints  of  my  friends, 
Thoiigii  others  tell  me  you  are  in  pretty  good  health, 
and  in  good  fpirits,  I  hud  the  contrary  when  you 
open  your  mind  to  me  :  and  indeed  it  is  but  a  pru- 
dent parf,  to  feem  net  fb  concerned  about  others, 
nor  fo  crazv  ourielvcs  as  wc  really  are  ;  for  we  fiiall 
neither  be  beloved  nor  efteemed  the  more,  by  our 
common  acquaintance,  for  any  afBidtion  or  any  in- 
firmitv  :  but  to  our  true  friend  we  may,  we  mufl 
complain,  of  what  ('tis  a  thoaiand  to  one)  he  com- 
plains with  us  ;  for  if  wc  have  known  him  long,  he- 
is  old,  and  if  he  has  known  the  ATcrid  long,  he  is 
out  of  humour  at  it.  If  you  have  but  as  much  more 
health  than  others  at  your  age,  as  you  have  more 
wit"  and  good  temper,  you  fhall  not  have  much  of 
niv  pity  ;  but  If  you  ever  live  to  have  lefs,  you  iLall 
not  have  lefs  of  my  aftciftion.  A  whole  people  will 
rejoice  at  every  year  that  {hall  be  added  to  you,  of 
■which  you  have  had  a  late  inftance  in  the  public 
rejoicings  on  your  birth-day  :  I  can  afTure  you  fome- 
thing  better  and  greater  than  high  birth  and  qua- 
hty  nmft  go  toward  acquiring  thofe  demonltrations  of 
public  erieem  and  love.  I  have  feen  a  royal  birth- 
dav  uncelebrated,  but  by  one  vile  ode,  and  one  hired 
bonefire.  Whatever  years  may  take  away  from  you, 
they  will  not  take  away  the  general  cllcem  for  youj- 
fcnl'e,  virtue,,  and  cuaiity. 
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TliC  moft  melancholy  cfrc<5l  of  years  is  that  you 
xrtcntion,  the  catalogue  of  ihoic  wc  loVcd<and  have 
loft,  perpetually  incrcaling.  How  much  that  rc- 
f!c(5b'ou  Hruck  mc,  you'll  fee  from  the  motto  I  have 
prciircd  to  my  book  of  Icittrs,  which  fo  much  againft 
xny  inclination  has  been  drawn  from  mc.  Jt  is  fio«i 
Catullus  : 

"  Quo  dcGdcrio  vctrres  rerocamus  amorcs, 
"  Atque  olim  amilTas  flcmus  anticicias  I" 
1  detain  thi«  letter  till  I  can  find  fo-tic  fafc  convey- 
ance; innocent  as  it  is,  and  as  all  Utters  of  mine 
mud  be,  of  aay  thing  to  olT-tid  my  fupcrior>,  cTccpt 
the  reverence  I  bear  to  true  merit  and  virttjc.  *'  B«it 
•*  I  have  much  reafon  to  fear,  thofc  which  you  have 
"  too  partially  kept  in  your  hands  will  get  out  in 
•'  fomc  very  diiagrecabk  iTiapc,  in  cafe  of  our  mor- 
**  tal!ty:  and  the  more  reafon  to  fc.ir  it,  fincc  t!»is 
"  laft  month  Curll  has  obtain'd  from  Ireland  two 
"  letters,  fonc  of  Lord  Boiingbrokc  a:i  1  one  of  raiiic 
"  to  you,  which  we  wrote  in  the  year  1713),  and 
"  he  has  printed  them,  to  the  be  ft  of  my  memory, 
"  rightly,  except  one  j)afiiigc  concerning  Dawlcy, 
"  which  mu't  have  been  fiuct  infertcd,  fincc  my 
"  I-ord  had  not  that  place  at  that  time.  Your  an- 
"fwer  to  that  letter  he  has  not  got;  it  has  never 
"  been  out  of  my  cuftody;  for  whatever  is  lent  is 
"  loft  (^vit  as  woll  as  money)  to  thofc  needy  poetical 
•'  readers." 

The  world  will  certainly  be  the  better  for  his 
change  of  life.  He  Ucms,  in  the  whole  turn  of  hi^ 
letters,  to  be  9  fttflcd  and  principlrtl  philofopher, 
thanking  Fortune  f«ir  the  trau<;nillity  he  has  bccit 
led  into  by  her  averrmn,  like  a  nan  driven,  by  a  vio- 
lent wind,  from  the  k»  into  a  c;ilm  haiNnir.  You 
all  mc,  ii  I  have  go:  auy  fupply  of  new  friends  t* 
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■••w'ke  up  for  thofc  that  are  gone:  I  think  that  im- 
poOible ;  for  not  cur  friends  only,  but  fo  much  of 
ourlcives  is  gone  by  the  mere  flux  and  courfe  of  years, 
•that,  were  the  Came  friendb  to  be  rcftorcd  to  us,  wc 
'could  not  be  rtflored  to  ourfehcs,  to  enjoy  them. 
"But  as  when  the  continual  wafliii'g  of  a  river  takes 
away  our  flcwers  and  phints,  it  throws  weeds  and 
fedges  in  their  room  ' ;  fo  the  courfe  of  time  brings 
us  fomething,  as  it  deprives  us  of  a  great  deal ;  and 
inflead  of  leaving  us  what  we  cultivated,  and  expect- 
ed to  flourillj  and  »tiorn  us,  gives  us  only  what  is  of 
{ome  little  ufe,  by  accident.  Thus,  I  have  acquired, 
without  my  iceking,  a  few  chance-acquaintance,  c^f 
young  men,  who  lonk  rather  to  the  pafl  age  tlian  the 
prefeut,  and  therefore  the  future  may  have  fomc 
hopes  of  them.  If  I  love  ihem,  it  is  becauie  they 
lionour  fome  of  thofe  whom  I,  aivi  the  world,  have 
loft,  or  are  lofing.  Two  or  three  of  them  have  di- 
■flinguiflied  themielves  in  Parliamcntj  and  you  will 
own  in  a  very  imcommon  manner,  when  i  tell  you  it 
^s  by  their  alTerting  of  independency,  and  contempt 
of  corruption.  One  or  two  are  link'd  to  me  by  their 
■love  of  the  fame  ftudies  and  the  fame  authors;  but 
I  will  own  to  you,  my  moral  capacity  has  got  Co 
•much  the  better  of  my  poetical,  that  1  have  few  ac- 
quaintance on  the  latter  fcore,  and  none  without  a 
•carting  weight  on  the  former :  but  I  find  my  heart 
iiardcn'd  and  blunt  to  new  imprelTions;  it  will  fcarce 
Tcccivc  or  retain  afFeiStions  of  yeftcrday ;  and  thofe 
iriends  avIio  have  been  dead  thcfe  twenty  years,  are 

•  There  are  fonie  (IroVcs  in  this  letter,  which  can  be  ac» 
rocntcd  for  no  otherwiCe  than  by  the  Author's  i-x'reme 
riimpiilfi.)n  ai.d  t'-iidernefs  of  heart,  too  niuih  affViftcd  lijr 
the  compl^iints  of  a  ppcvirti  old  iiian,  (labourins  ai'd  imp:i» 
tient  urder  his  iiitirinitiesj,  ai.d  tuu  iiitt:it  in  tlic  friendly 
•Jli.e  of  jcyll!r)i::2  thcra. 
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marc  prefcnt  to  mc  now,  than  tlKic  I  fee  dailjr. 
You,  dear  Sir,  arc  one  of  the  former  fort  to  mc  ia 
all  rcfpcifta,  but  that  wc  can  yet  corrcfpond  togctlicr. 
I  don't  know  wlietlvtr  'tis  not  more  vexatious,  to 
know  wc  are  both  in  one  world,  without  any  lurthcr 
intcramrfc.  Adieu;  lean  fay  no  more,  I  feel  fo 
much  :  let  mc  drop  into  common  things. — Lord  Ma- 
fliam  has  juft  married  his  fon.  Mr  Lewis  has  juft 
buried  his  wife.  Lord  Oxford  wept  OTcr  your  let- 
ter in  pure  kindnefs.  Mrs  B.  fighs  more  for  you  than 
the  lofs  of  youth.  Site  fays  llic  will  be  agreeable 
many  ye.-irs  hence,  for  flic  luis  learned  that  ftcrct 
from  fome  rccei])ts  of  your  writing. — Adieu. 

LETTER      LXXXV. 

Mirch  33,  i736,-». 
np HOUG  H  you  were  never  to  write  to  mc,  yet 
what  you  dcfired  In  your  laft,  that  I  would  write 
often  to  you,  would  he  a  very  cafy  talk  ;  for  every 
day  I  talk  with  you,  and  of  you  in  my  iicart ;  and  I 
need  only  fct  down  what  that  is  thinking  of.  The 
nearer  I  find  myfclf  verging  to  that  period  of  life 
which  is  to  hi.  Libour  and  forrow,  the  more  I  prop 
myfclf  upon  thofc  few  fupiwrts  that  arc  left  me. 
People  in  this  flatc  are  like  props  indc«l,  they  can- 
not ftand  alone,  but  two  or  more  of  ihcm  can  (land, 
leaning  and  b<  Hring  upon  one  another.  I  wifli  you 
and  I  mivlit  pafs  tUi.-;  part  of  life  together.  My  only 
neccfiary  c.ire  is  at  an  end.  I  am  now  my  own  ma- 
Acr  too  much;  my  houfc  is  too  large;  my  gardeus 
furnilli  tio  much  wi'(<d  and  provilion  for  my  ufr. 
My  fcTvants  are  fmliblc,  and  ten«lcr  of  me;  they 
h.ivc  iniem»arried,  and  ar^ become  rather  low  friciid^i 
than  fcrvant»;  and  to  all  ihofe  that  I  fee  here  with 
picaliirc,  tltcy  take  a  plcaAirc  in  being  ufcful.    I  con- 
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ude  tills  is  your  cafe  too  in  your  domeftic  life,  and 
]  fometimes  think  of  your  old  houfe-keeper  as  my 
purfe;  though  I  tremble  at  the  fca,  which  cn!y  di- 
vides us.  As  your  fears  are  not  fo  great  as  mine, 
«nd,  I  firmly  hope,  your  ftrength  dill  much  greater, 
is  it  utterly  impofljble  it  might  once  more  be  feme 
pleafure  to  you  to  fee  England  ?  My  fole  motive  in 
propofmg  France  to  meet  in,  was  the  narrcwnefs  of 
■the  pafTage  by  fea  from  hence,  the  phyficians  having 
told  me  the  weaknefs  of  my  breafl:,  ib-c.  is  fuch,  as  a 
fea-GcTcnefs  might  endanger  my  life.  Tliough  one  or 
two  of  our  friends  are  gone,  fince  you  faw  your  na- 
tive country,  there  remain  a  few  more  who  will  lafl: 
fo  till  death,  and  who,  I  cannot  but  hope,  have  an 
attractive  power  to  draw  you  back  to  a  country 
which  cannot  quite  "be  funk  or  enilaved  while  fuch 
fpirits  remain  :  and  let  me  tell  you  there  are  a  few 
more  of  the  fame  fpirit,  who  would  awaken  ail  your 
old  ideas,  and  revive  your  hopes  of  her  future  reco- 
very and  virtue.  Thefe  look  up  to  you  with  reve- 
rence, and  would  be  animated  by  the  fight  of  him  at 
whofe  foul  they  have  taken  fire,  in  his  writings,  and 
derived  from  thence  as  much  love  of  their  fpecies  as 
is  confident  with  a  contempt  for  the  knaves  of  it. 

I  could  never  be  weary,  except  at  the  eyes,  of 
writinw  to  you  :  but  my  real  reafon  (and  a  ftrong 
one  it  is)  for  doing  it  fo  feldom,  is  fear ;  fear  of  a 
very  great  and  experienced  evil,  that  of  my  letters 
being  kept  by  the  partiality  of  friends,  and  paffing 
into  the  hands  and  malice  of  enemies,  who  publifli 
them  with  all  their  imperfections  on  their  head;  (o 
that  I  write  not  on  the  common  terms  of  honefc  men. 

Would  to  God  you  would  come  over  with  Lord 
Orrery,  whofe  care  of  you  in  the  voyage  I  could  Co 
certainly  depend  on ;  and  bring  with  you  your  old, 
VoL.YIII.  U 
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hoafc-kcc-pcr,  and  two  or  three  fervantt.  I  have 
room  for  alJ,  a  heart  f»r  all,  and  (think  w}»at  you 
V  ill)  a  fortune  for  all.  W'c  could,  were  we  together, 
contrive  to  make  our  laft  days  caiy,  and  leave  Tome 
ibrt  u(  noiiumcnt,  what  friends  t\TO  wits  could  Lc  iu 
/pitc  of  all  the  luols  in  the  Tvurki.     Ailieu. 

LETTER      LX.XXVL 

I-rnm  Dr  Swift. 

J>ublin,  May  jj,  17J7. 
tT  is  true  I  owe  you  fomc  letters,  but  it  has  jika- 
fed  Ood  that  1  have  not  been  in  a  coiiditi«)B  to 
pay  you.  When  you  lliail  be  at  my  age,  perhaps  you 
may  ly  under  the  fame  difability  to  your  prcfent  or 
future  friends.  But  my  .i^e  i-s  not  my  difability,  for  I 
caa  walk  Ux  or  fcven  miles,  and  ride  a  dozen  :  but  1 
am  deaf  for  two  months  together  ;  this  deafiiefs  un 
qualities  me  for  all  company,  except  a  few  friend- 
with  counter-tenor  voices,  wliom  I  can  call  names,  if 
tlicy  do  not  fpcak  loud  enough  for  my  ears.  It  is  this 
evil  that  hath  hindered  me  from  venturing  to  tl'.c 
Eath,  and  to  Twickenliani ;  for  dcafnefs  being  not 
a  freiiuent  diforder,  hath  no  allowance  j;iven  it ;  and 
xiic  Rurv)-  figure  a  man  afTccled  that  way  makes  in 
company,  is  utterly  iufupportable. 

It  was  I  began  with  the  petition  to  you  of  Ornr,  tnt; 
and  now  you  come,  like  an  unfair  merchant,  fo  charge 
me  with  being  in  your  debt ;  which  by  your  way  of 
reckoning  I  nuifl  always  be,  for  yours  are  always 
guineas,  and  mine  farthings ;  and  yet  1  have  a  pre- 
tence to  quarrel  with  you,  l>ecaufe  I  am  not  at  the 
head  of  any  one  of  your  cpifUcs.  I  am  often  won- 
dering how  you  come  to  excel  all  mortals  on  the  fub- 
jt<fk  of  morality,  even  iu  the  poetical  way  ;  a:id 
•hould  have  woudctcd  moic,  if  Natuic  uud  Lducaticii 
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.  ad  not  made  you  a  profefTor  of  it  from  your  infancy. 
"  All  the  letters  I  can  iind  of  yours,  I  have  f;iflened 
"  in  a  folio  cover,  and  the  reft  in  bundles  indoried : 
•'  but,  by  reading  their  dates,  I  find  a  cluifm  of  lis 
"  years,  of  which  I  can  find  no  copies;  ard  yet  I 
"  keep  them  with  all  poiEble  care:  but  I  have  beea 
"  forced,  on  three  or  four  otcaiions,  to  fend  all  my 
"  papers  to  fome  friends ;  yet  thofc  papers  \yere  all 
"  lent  fealed  in  bu  idles,  to  Ibme  f;uthfal  friends; 
"  however,  what  I  have  arc  not  much  above  fixty." 
I  found  nothing  in  any  one  of  them  to  be  Ir.ft  out : 
none  of  them  havirij);  any  thing  to  do  r-ith  party,  of 
which  you  are  trie  clearefl  'A  all  men  by  your  reli- 
gion, and  the  whole  tenour  of  your  life;  uhile  I  am 
raging  every  moment  againfc  the  corrupiioii  of  both 
kingdoms,  efpecially  of  this  ;  fucli  is  my  wealineis. 

I  have  read  your  epiftle  of  Horace  to  Auguriis:  it 
Tvas  ient  me  in  the  EngHlli  edition,  as  foou  as  it 
could  come.  They  are  printing  it  in  a  finall  odlavo. 
The  curious  are  looking  out,  fbme  for  flattery,  feme 
for  ironies  in  it ;  the  four  folks  think  they  have 
found  out  fome:  b^it  your  admirers  here,  J  mean 
every  man  of  tafte,  affecl  to  be  certain,  that  the 
profcliion  of  friendfliip  to  mt  in  the  iame  poem,  w!il. 
not  fuffer  you  to  be  thought  a  Hatterer.  My  happi- 
nefs  is  that  you  are  too  far  enga^Cvl, 'and  in  fplic  cf 
you  the  ages  to  comt  will  celebraie  me,  and  kno-.v 
you  were  3  friend  who  loved  and  cfVtcmed  me,  al- 
though I  died  the  object  of  court  and  party-hatred. 

Pray,  who  is  that  Mr  Glover,  who  writ  the  Epic 
Poem  called  Leonidas,  which  is  reprinting  licre,  and 
bath  great  vogue  ?  We  have  Irequeutly  good  poems 
of  late  from  London.  I  have  jufl:  read  one  upcn 
convcrfation,  and  two  or  three  others.  But  the 
croud  do  nfct  incumber  you,  who,  like  the  orator  ue 
U  3, 
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prcachci,  Hand  aloft,  and  are  fccn  above  the  red, 
niorc  than  tJie  "vholc  aflcmbly  below. 

I  am  able  to  wxitc  no  incrc;  and  this  is  my  third 
endeavour,  which  is  too  wcalc  ii>  tinirii  the  paper. 
]  uvn,  my  ueaixft  friend,  yours  entirely,  as  long  us  I 
«:i  u:iic,  ux  Tpcak,  or  think. 

j.   bWlFT. 

LETTER       LXXXVII. 

From  Df  S  w  i  F  T. 

Dublin.  Julf  ?3,  I7:?7' 
T   S  E  N  T  a  letter   to  you  funic  week*  ago.  which 

niy  Lord  Orrery  inclofcd  in  owe  oi  his,  to  whicli 
>  rcctivcd  as  yet  no  anfwtr,  but  it  will  be  time 
t;:oujh.\vhen  hii  Lordlliip  goes  over,  which  will  be, 
-.  he  hopes,  in  about  ten  days,  and  thru  !ie  wi'l 
take  with  Liin  '  ail  the  letters  1  prelcrved  of  your  , 
■'  which  are  not  alx)ve  twenty-livj.  1  tind  there  ii 
■■  a  great  chaiin  oi'  fomc  years,  but  the  dates  are 
'•  mere  early  iliaii  my  two  i;ifl  journeys  to  Lngl.inil, 
••  which  makes  me  imagine,  that  in  one  of  thoJe  }<uir- 
"  iiie";  I  carried  over  another  oirgo."  But  1  cannot 
Tuft  my  memory  half  an  hour  ;  and  my  difordcrs  of 
ueafiicl's  and  giddincfs  increaic  daily  :  fu  that  I  am 
ilerliuing  as  fail  »(•  it  ie  eallly  polhbic  for  me,  if  I 
were  a  dozen  of  years  I'Ller. 

V.'c  have  bad  tout  volume  of  Icltcrt,  which,  I 
tm  told,  arc  to  be  printed  here.  i>omc  of  thole 
V  ho  hijrhly  eftecm  you,  and  a  few  who  know  you 
;  (.rfonally,  are  grieved  to  find  you  make  no  dilhiic- 
t;.--:!  l>etueen  the  Jtnglilli  , ".entry  of  this  kingdi:.!, 
:;:.J  the  favagc  old  Iriili  (who  are  only  the  vi;l;::iv, 
.i:i(l  fonie  gentlemen  ^^ ho  live  in  the  Irilb  {■arts  ot 
tiic  kinylom)  :  but  the  En^^iii  coK'nics,  wlio  ai-: 
tlircc  parts  in  four,  arc  muJi  laoie  civilized  than 
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many  counties  in  England,  and  fpeak  better  Eng- 
liili,  and  are  much  better  bred.  And  they  think  it 
■very  hard,  that  an  American  who  is  of  the  fifth  ge- 
neration from  Eng!r.nd,  lliould  he  allowed  to  pre- 
ierve  tliat  title,  only  becaufe  we  have  been  told  by 
feme  of  them  that  their  names  are  entered  in  fome 
parilli  in  London.  I  have  three  or  four  coufins  here 
who  were  born  in  Portugal,  whofe  parents  took  tlie 
fame  care,  and  they  are  all  of  them  Londoners.  Dr 
Delany,  who,  as  I  take  it,  is  of  an  Irifli  family, 
came  tovifit  me  three  days  ago,  on  purpofe  to  com- 
plain of  thofe  pafiliges  in  your  letters  ;  he  will  not 
allow  fuch  a  uifTcrenee  between  the  two  cUmates, 
but  will  affert  that  North  Wales,  Northumberland, 
Yorkiliire,  and  the  other  northern  fliires,  have  a 
more  cloudy  uiigenial  air  than  any  part  of  Ireland. 
In  llior:,  I  am  afraijdyour  friends  and  admirers  here 
will  force  you  to  make  a  palinode. 

As, for  the  otiier  parts  of  your  volume  of  letters, 
my  opinion  is,  that  there  might  be  collected  from 
them  the  beft  fyftem  that  ever  v.'as  wrote  for  the  con- 
duct of  human  life,  at  leaf!;  to  Ibame  all  reafonable 
men  out  of  their  follies  and  vices.  It  is  fome  re- 
commendation of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  tafle  of 
the  people,  that  you  are  at  leaft  as  highly  celebrated 
here  as  you  are  at  home.  If  you  will  blameus  for  (la- 
very,  corruption,  atheifm,  and  fuch  trifles,  do  it  f^rcely, 
but  include  England,  only  with  an  addition  of  eve- 
ry other  vice. — I  wilh  you  would  give  orders  againft 
the  corruption  of  Englilli  by  thofe  fcribblers,  who- 
fcnd  us  over  their  trafli  in  profe  and  vcrfe,  with  abo- 
minable curtailings  and  quaint  modcrnifms. — I  am 
now  daily  cxpeiTting  an  end  of  life.  I  have  loft  all 
fj.irit,  and  every  fcrap  of  health;  1  fometimes  reco- 
ver a  little  of  my  hearing,  but  my  head  is  ever  out  of 
U   3 
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«  rdcT.  While  1  have  ajiy  ability  to  hold  a  commcrc« 
with  you,  I  will  never  be  flkni;  and  ihis  duncing 
to  be  a  day  lliai  I  cao  hold  a  pcii,  1  will  dra^  it  as 
l>iig  as  I  ani  able.  Pray  Lt  iny  Lord  Orrery  kc 
>ou  often;  next  to  youtfclf  1  bvc  uo  man  fo  well ; 
:ind  tell  hi:n  what  1  lay,  if  he  vilits  you.  I  have 
:.ow  done,  fur  it.  is  evening,  and  my  head  grow* 
voDC.  May  God  always  pfotttft  you,  and  inci"tr\c 
you  long  foi  a  p:ittcrn  of  piety  p.ud  virmc. 

Farewel,  my  d;.arc(l,  and.ahnoft  only  cxinftant 
iiicnd.  I  am  tvtr,  at  Icatl  in  my  cftccni,  honour 
.1  ul  aflcclioii  to  you,  v.-hit  I  hope  you  cs|Kdliiic  t» 
!jc,  Youri,  &c. 

L    E    T    T    11    R       I.XXJvVlII, 

From  Dr  S  %v  i  h  r. 

TMy  iltar  F  R  i  e  s  n,  ^uUIin,  Aug.  8    i7^b. 

>    )I  A  Vi^  yours  of  July  tjth  :  and  firfl  T  defirc  yon 

'     will  look  upon  nie  as  a  n>an  worn  witli  years, 

and  funk  by  public  as  wcllas  pcrfonal  Viixations.     I 

'.i.ivc  entirely  lofl  r»y  memory,  iincapahlc  ofconver- 

vition  by  a  irue!  dcr.fncfs,  wlnch  ha'^  laftcd  almolt  a 

car,  and  1  Jtfpaif  of  any  cure.     1  fay  not  this  !.> 

icreafc  your  con!palTu>n  (of  which  you  hate  already 

\uO  ,^reat  a  part},  Uut  as  an  excufc  for  my  not  In.-in,'; 

itgular  in  my  la:crs  to  you,  and  lonie  few  orhcr 

tiiends.  I  liavc  an  ill  name  in  the  I'oft-otlice  of  both 

kinj^ilo.ns,  which  mnVCf.  the  letters  adJrcflU  (o  mc 

it  tcldom  ini.''>:irry,  tr  b;  opened  and  rcid,  and 

ii.cn  ftal:;>l  ih  a  bun^lin.!;  manner  before  the)'  ccdic 

to  my  hinds.  Our  filend  Mrs  R.  i«  very  often  in  my 

thoi;£hts  and  li/h  in  my  eftccni ;    1  dtfitc  you  will 

be  the  mcffi  •  humble  thanks  and  ferviec 

I, I  her.    'I  hr.  ;.  .Ivcr.'hl  jjiuiu*  you  dcfcribt, 

;  .iV  h.iad  w.-i::r.f  I  kn=\v  towaids  the  ccd  of  your 


FROM-   D  R    SWIFT,   h-c.  253- 

:?ttcr,  hath  made  me  both  proud  and  liappy ;  but  by 
Avhat  he  writes  I  fear  he  will  be  too  foon  gone  to  hl^ 
I'urcfl:  abroad.  He  began  in  the  Queen's  time  to  ba 
j.iy  patron,  and  then  defcended  to  be  mj  friend. 

It  is  a  gieat  favour  of  Heaven,  that  your  health 
grows  better  by  the  addition  of  years.  I  have  abfo- 
lutely  done  with  poetry  for  fcveral  years  part,  and 
even  at  my  bed  times  I  coukl  produce  nothing  but 
trifles  :  I  therefore  rejetSt  your  compliments  on  tliat 
fcore,  and  it  is  no  compliment  in  me  ;  for  I  take  vour 
fecond  dialogue  that  you  lately  fent  me,  to  equal  al- 
moft  any  thing  you  ever  writ;  ahho-  I  live  fo  much 
out  of  the  world,  that  I  am  ignorant  of  the  fadts 
and  perfons,  which,  I  prefume,  arc  very  well  known, 
from  Temple-bar  to  St  James's :  (I  mean  the  Court 
cxclufive.) 

"  i  can  faithfully  affure  you,  that  every  letter  you 
"  have  favoured. me  with,  thfefe  twenty  years  and- 
"  more,  are  fealed  up  in  bundles,  and  delivered  to 
"  Mrs  Vif — ,  a  very  worthy,  rational,  and  judicious 
'•  coufin  of  mine,  and  the  only  relation  v/hofe  vilits 
'■  I  can  fufier  :  all  thefe  letters  llie  is  directed  to  i'end-. 
"  fa'fely  to  you  upoivmy  deceafe.'' 

My  Lord  Orrery  is  g(;i%€  with  his  lady  to  a  part 
v»;  licr  eflate  in  tiie  lyorth:  ilie  is- a  pcrlbn  of  very 
good  underdanding  as  any  I  know  of  her  fex.  Give, 
r.ie  leave  to  write  here  a  fliort  aafvvev  to  my  Lord 
B.'s  letter  in  the  lad  page  of  yours. 

M  Y  D  E  A  R   L  o  R  D, 
I  am  infiuitely  obliged  to  your  I.ordflup  for  the 
honour  of  voui  letter,  and  kind  remembrance  of  me. 
1  do  here  confcfs,   that  J  have  more  obligation^^  •-> 
TOLir  LordlLip  than  to  all  the  world  Lcndcc 
.  .   :  deceived  me,  cvca  whtu  ycu  weit  iigresj 


\ 
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Older  of  ftate  :  and  yet  I  love  you  ftill  more,  for  your 
condefccnding  to  write  to  mc  when  you  liad  the  Ixi- 
nour  to  be  an  exile.  1  can  hardly  hope  to  live  till 
you  publilli  your  hiftory,  and  am  vaiu  enough  to 
wiili  that  my  name  could  be  iqueczcd  ia  amou^  the 
few  iubaltcrns,  quorum  pars  parv*  fui:  if  not,  i  will 
be  revenged,  and  contrive  fome  way  to  be  known  to 
futurity,  tlvit  1  had  the  honour  to  have  your  l.onl- 
fliip  for  my  bcft  pauon;  and  I  will  live  and  die,  with 
the  highcfl  veneration  and  gratitude,  \our  molt  oI>e- 
dient,  St.c. 

P.  S.  I  will  here  in  a  poflfcript  corr:«£l  (if  it  be 
poflible)  the  blunders  1  have  made  in  my  letter. 
I  lltcwed  my  couim  the  above  letter,  and  Cic  allures 

me,  t!»ara  CTeat  collection  of  '  ^         letters  to      '  ' 
'^  my  you, 

arc  put  up  and  fcalcd,  and  ia  fome  very  fafe  hand  f- 

I  am,  my  mull  dc;ir  and  honoured  friend,  entirely 

yours, 

J.    S  W  I  f  T. 

It  is  new  Aug.  14,  1738. 

The  Earl  of  O  R  R  e  R  y  to  Mr  P  o  p  s   f. 

Sir, 
T  am  more  anrl  more  convinced  that  your  letter? 
arc  ntlthcr  lod  nor  burnt ;  but  who  the  Dean  msans 
by  a  J'lift  huiid  ia  Ireland  is-  beycod  roy  power  of 

•  '!'  '.   thns  5n  th*  orix'nal.     Tli<?  B-K.k  tlial 

j    .  to  br  jMrl  of  •!»e<ollc>"''t'on  here  IpoLf  n 

i.i,    I  .    t  only   tiic  Lr:ic;i  of  Mr  Pope  b-u  «.»' 

Ur  .SwiU,  both  in  iiim  «iid  Mr  Cay.  wlikli  were  rcuinicd 
!..n'  -it'iT  ktr  Gay'ifiraih;  tlio'  any  ncniitJii  made  by  Mt  P. 
,'  01"  leticn  !ia»  breri  iiiduilrioiiUjf 

',  and  cti'y  apprir*  by  rkiiJ«e   <■' 


FROM    D  R    SWIFT,    he.        137 

»ueffing,  tho'  I  am  particularly  acquainted  with  mofi'j 
if  not  all  of  his  friends.  As  I  knew  you  had  the  re- 
covery of  thofc  letters  at  heart,  I  took  more  than 
ordinary  pains  to  find  out  where  tKey  v>'ere  :  but 
my  enquiries  were  to  no  putpole,  and,  1  fear,  ivho- 
r  ver  has  them  is  too  tenacious  of  them  to  difcover 
v/hete  they  ly.  "  Mrs  W —  did  affure  me  flie  had 
'■  not  one  of  them,  and  fcemed  to  be  under  great 
'■  uncafinefs  that  yoa  fiiould  imagine  tliey  were  leSt 
"  with  her.  She  Ilkcwifc  told  me  {lie  had  flopped  the 
"  Dean's  letter  which  gave  you-  that  information  ; 
"  but  believed  lie  would  write  fuch  anollier  ;  and 
"  therefore  defired  me  to  afTure  you,  from  her,  that 
"  flie  was  totally  ignorant  where  they  were." 

You  may  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe,  either  to  the 
Dean  or  any  other  pcrfoa,  of  what  I  have  told  you. 
T  am  ready  10  teftify  it ;  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
known,  "  Tliat  the  Dean  fays  they  are  delivered 
"  into  a  fafe  hand,  and  *  Mrs  W —  declares  ihe  has- 
"  them  not.  The  confequence  of  their  being  here- 
*'  after  publifiied  may  give  uneafinefs  to  fome  of 
"  your  friends,  and  of  couvfe  to  you:  h  I  would  do 
"  all  ia  my  power  to  make  you  entirely  eafy  in 
"  that  point." 

This  is  tlie  firft  time  I  have  put  pen  to  paper  fince 
my  late  misfortune;  and  I  rnould  fay  (as  an  excufc 

»-  Ti)i«  tady  fince  gave  Mr  Pope  the  ftrotige.1  aJIurances 
that  iixz  had  iifed  her  uaioft  endeavoors  to  prevent  the  pu- 
blkarion  ;  riay,  went  fo  Far  as  tn  fecrete  the  book,  till  it 
wa,  I  oiiiinanued  from  lier,  and  delivered  to  the  Dublin 
ITi'iter:  iwhereupnn  her  fon-in-law,  D.  Swift,  Efq;  iniifteil 
upon  ^Tl■"^ti^2  a  preface,  to  jiillify  Mr  P.  from  having  any 
knowledge  of  it,  and  to  lay  it  tipon  the  rorruptpraiticcs  of 
tlie  printers  in  Lor.ion ;  but  this  he  Would  iio;  agree  to,  as 
Hot  'inov,i:i£  the  trutU  cf  :I.e  iUct. 
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iot  this  letter)  that  it  h««  coQ  roe  fomc  pain,  did  it 
•ot  allow  me  ao  opportunity  to  oiTuic  yuu,  that  I  ap, 

Dear   Sir, 

With  the  trutft  efteem. 

Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  ferTant, 

MarftoH,  oa.  4,  »728.  O  R  R  F.  R  Y. 
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•RALPH     ALLEN,     Efq. 

LETTER      I. 
Mv    Pope    to   Mr   A  l  l  e  n, 

Twitnam,  April  30,  J736. 
T  SAW  Mr  M.  yefterday, who  has  readily  allowed 
Mr  V.  to  copy  the  picflure.  I  hare  enquired  for 
the  befl  originals  of  thofe  two  fubjedts,  which,  I 
found,  were  favourite  ones  vnth  you,  and  well  de- 
ferve  to  be  fo,  the  difcovery  of  Jofeph  to  his  brethren, 
and  the  refignation  of  the  captive  by  Scipio.  Of  the 
latter,  my  Lord  Burlington  has  a  fine  one  done  by 
Ricci,  and  I  am  promifed  the  other  in  a  good  print 
from  one  of  the  chief  Italian  painters.  That  of 
Scipio  is  of  the  exa<5l  fize  one  would  wifli  for  a  baflo 
relievo,  in  which  manner,  in  my  opinion,  you  wouI4 
beft  ornament  your  hall,  done  in  chiaro  ofcuro. 

A  man  not  only  fliews  his  tafte,  but  his  virtue, 
in  the  choice  of  fuch  ornaments :  and  whatever  ex- 
ample mofb  ftrikcs  us,  we  may  reafonably  imagine 
may  have  an  influence  upon  others.  So  that  the  hi- 
ftory  itfelf,  if  well  chofen,  upon  a  rich  man's  walls, 
is  very  often  a  better  leiTon  than  any  he  could  teach 
by  his  converfation.  In  this  fenfe,  the  flones  may 
be  faid'to  fpeak  when  men  cannot,  or  will  not.  I 
can't  help  thinking  (and  I  know  you'll  join  with 
me,  you  who  have  been  making  an  altar-piece)  that 
the  zeal  of  the  firft  reformers  was  ill-placed,  in  re- 
moving piHures  (that  is  to  fay,  examples)  out  of 
churches;  and  yet  fuffering  epta^hs  (that  is  to  fay. 
Vol.  YIIl.  X 
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flatteries  and  falfc  hiftory)  to  Ik  the  burthen  of 
churdi-»-alls  and  the  Hi^ie,  as  well  Sa  dcriiLD,  of 
all  honcfl  men. 

1  have  litard  little  yet  of  the  fubfcription  *.  I  in- 
tend to  niakc  a  vifu  for  a  fortnight  from  home  .to 
iJTid/  Pcterborow  at  Southampton,  aNmt  th^  niid^i: 
of  May.  After  my  return  1  will  enquire  what  has 
been  done;  and  I  re.-llly  believe,  what  1  told  yi  u 
will  prove  true,  and  1  (hall  be  honourably  acquitted 
of  a  tafli  I  am  not  fond  of  f .  1  have  run  out  my 
J  af,  and  uill  only  add  my  fincerc  wliltcs  for  your 
bappincfs  of  all  kicdi.     1  am,  Sec. 

L    E'T    T    E    R       ir. 
•  Mr  Pope  to  Mr  All  t  n. 

•Soutliampton,  Jnnf  <•   tf^^. 

.T  NEED  not  fay  }  thnnk  yt)u  lor  a  letter  whirh 

proves  fo  much  friendlliip  for  me.     I  have  muvh 

more  to  fay  upon  it  than  1  ean,-  tilf  we  met.     But, 

in  a  wurd,  I  think  your  notion  of  the  value  of  thnfe 

•  things  I  is  greatly  too  high,  as  to  any  fcrvice  they 
can  do  to  the  public;  and,  as  to  iiny  advantage  they 
may  do  to  my  own  characler,  I  oujjht  to  be  omtcnt 
with  what  they  have  done  alrew^y.  I  afl'ure  you 
J  do  not  think  it' the  le;tn  of  thofc  advantages  that 
they  have  occafu.ned  me  the  good-will  (in  li)  gre.ii 
a  degree)  of  fo  worthy  .-vmaii  ||.  I  fear  (at  1  mult 
rather  retrench  (hau  add  to  their  number,  unlcf»  I 

•  For  liij  nwn  t:<lit.  of  the  irt  vol.  of  bit  Lclteii;  under* 
takrn  at  Mr  Allrn't  rt-fniri>. 

t  Tlu:  piintiui;  hii  Lrtteii  by  rubfcriptSon. 

X  III*  L'ltrn. 

{  Mr  AUrnV- frirmin-.'p  with  ttir  Autln  r  wai  ronfr»<:Tr4 
oti  t'lc  rrniHuR  V.f  to!,  of  Lrttrrt,  ^rhuh  ^Hft  thr  formfr 
t!.r  hip.hHl  t>piiiioM  o»"  Utc  other ':. brndruleiicc  ant!  guodicil 
cflttirc.  * 
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would  publifli  my  own  commendations)  that  the 
common  run  of  fubfcribers  would  think  themfelvea 
uijured  by  not  having  every  thing,  which  difcietioo 
miift  fiipprcfs ;  and  this  they  (without  any  other 
confideration  than  as  buyers  of  a  book)  would  call 
giving  them  an  impcrfeA  coHe^flion  ;  whereas  the 
only  ufe  to  my  own  charafter;  as  an  author,  of  fuch 
a  publication,  would  be  the  fupprefllon  of  many 
things  :  and  as  to  my  characTler  as  a  man,  it  wou'd 
be  but  juft  where  it  is  ;  unlefs  i  could  be  Co  vain,  for- 
it  could  not  be  virtuous,  to  add  more  and  m.ore  ho- 
ncfl  lentiments  ;  which,  when  done  to  be  frin'.cd^ 
would  furely  be  wron^  a»d  weak  alfq. 

1  do  grant  it  would  be  fome  pkafwre  to  me  to  exr 
purge  feveral  idle  paffages,  which  will  otherwife,  if 
not  go  down  to  tfce  next  age,  pafs,  at  icaft,  in  this, 
for  mine;  although  many  of  them  were  not,  andj 
God  knows,  none  of  them  are  my  prefent  fentiments, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  wholly  diiapproved  by  me. 

And  I  do  not  flatter  you  when  I  fay,  that  plcafare 
would  be  increafed  to  me,  in  knowing  1  llicidd  dft 
•whac  would  pleale  you.  But  I  cannot  perfuade  my- 
fclf  to  let  the  whole  butden,  even  though  it  were 
a  public  good,  ly  upon  you,  much  lefs  to  ferve  my 
private  fame  entirely  at  another's  expence  f. 

But,  underHand  me  rightly  :  did  I  believe  half,ly 
well  of  them  as  you  do,  i  would  not  fcruple  your  aC- 
fillauce ;  becaufe,  I  am  fure,  that  to  occafion  you  to 
contribute  to  a  real  good,  would  be  the  greatcft  be- 
nefit I  could  oblige  you  in.  And  I  hereby  promifc 
you,  if  ever  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  find  any  juft  occa- 
fion where  your  geuerofity  and  goodncfs  may  unite 
for  fuch  a  worthy  end,  1  will  not  fcruple  to  draw 
\j;jon  you  for  any  fum  to  effect  it. 

t  Mr  A.  cfTcrcd  to  print  the  Lcttorj  at  Kis  own  expence. 
^  i 
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As  to  the  prcfcnt  affair;  that  rou  may  he  con- 
vinced what  wci^Iit  your  opinion  and  your  defircs 
have  with  nic,  1  will  do  what  I  have  not  yet  done; 
1  will  tell  ray  friends  I  am  as  willinj^  to  puhlilli  this 
hook  as  to  let  it  alone  :  and,  rather  than  UifTcr  you 
lo  be  taxed  at  your  own  rat**,  will  publidi,  in  the 
news,  next  winter,  the  Propofals,  &c. 

I  tell  yna  all  thcfe  particulars,  to  ihcvf  you  how 
Tfitting  I  am  to  fuliow  your  ad^nce,  nay,  to  accept 
YOTir  adillancc,  in  any  moderate  degree;  but  f  think 
you  fliould  rcfcrvc  fo  jn-c.it  a  proof  of  your  benevo- 
lence to  a  better  occafum. 

Since  I  wrote  lafb,  I  hare  fotmd,  on  furthtr  en- 
ciuiry,  that  there  is  another  fine  picture  on  the  i'nh- 
icft  of  Scipio  and  the  Captive,  by  Pictro  da  Cortona, 
which  Sir  Paul  Mctluicn  has  a  (ketch  of;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, is  more  exprcfTivc  than  that  of  Ricci,  a*  Pietro 
is  famous  for  exprcfiion.  F  have  alto  met  with  a  fine 
firint  of  the  difcovcry  t>r  Jofcph  to  his  brethren,  a 
defij^n  wljicli,  I  fancy,  is  of  I.a  Sueur,  and  will  do 
pcrfctlly  well. 

1  am,  £ic, 
L    E    T    T    E    R       Jli. 

Mr  Pope  to  Mr  Ai  l  r  n'. 

Not.  6,  I73<^. 
T  DO  not  wTitc  too  often  to  you  for  n-any  rcafbns; 
but  cnc,  which  I  tliink  a  -^ood  one,  is,  that  friends 
fliould  he  lrf\  to  think  of  one  another,  for  certain 
l.itcrvals,  without  too  frci^ucnt  mcmorandimis :  it  i» 
;in  ixcrclfc  of  their  fricndfliip  r.nd  a  t'ial  of  tticir 
mcmcry  :  and  mnrcover  to  be  perpvfually  repeating 
alTuranccj,  is  both  a  ntcJIefs  and  fiitpicious  kind  of 
treatment  with  fwcU  as  are  fincerc :  not  to  add  the 
tautology  one  murt  he  Ruilty  of,  trho  can  make  oiif 
fi>  many  idle  wmds  a*  to  fill  page*  with  faying  one 
iLinjj.     tor  all  ii  faid  in  this  word,  lam  tru!j  jours. 
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T  am  now  as  bufy  in  planting  for  nnfelf  as  I  was 
irttcly  in  planting  for  anotliei  ;  and  I  thank  God  for 
every  wet  day  and  for  every  fog,  that  gives  me  the 
licadach,  but  profpers  my  works,  lliey  will  indeed 
outlive  me  (if  they  do  not  die  in  their  travels  from 
place  to  place;  for  my  garden,  like  my  life,  feems, 
to  me,  every  day  to  v>ant  correction,  I  hope,  at  kaft, 
for  the  better) ;  but  1  am  pkafed  to  think  my  trees 
will  afford  fliade  and  fruit  to  others,  when  1  iliall 
want  them  no  more  :  and  it  is  no  iort  of  grief  to 
me,  that  thofe  others  will  not  be  things  of  my  own 
poor  body ;  but  it  is  enough  they  are  creatures  of 
the  lame  fpecies,  and  made  by  the  fame  hand  that 
made  me.  I  wifli  (if  a  willi  would. tranfport  me) 
to  fee  you  in  the  fame  emplovment :  and  it  is  no 
partiality,  even  to  you,  to  fay  it  would  be  as  pleallng 
to  the  full  to  me,  if  1  could  improve  your  works  as 
my  O'w'n. 

Talking  of  works,  mine  in  profe  are  above  three 
quarters  printed,  and  will  be  a  book  of  fifty  and 
more  flieets  in  quarto.  As  I  find,  what  I  imagined, 
the  flowHt;fs  of  {^jbfcribers,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  dif- 
appoint  you  in  particular,  and  intend  to  publifli  in 
January,  when  the  town  fills,  an  advertifement,lhat 
tlie  book  will  be  delivered  by  Lady-day,  to  oblige 
all  that  will  fubfcribe  to  do  it.  In  the  mean  time, 
1  have  printed  receipts,  which  put  an  end  to  any 
perfon's  delaying  upon  pretence  of  doubt,  by  deter- 
mining that  time.  1  fend  ycu  a  few,  that  you  may 
lee  i  am  in  earned,  endeavouring  all  I  can  to  fave 
your  money,  at  the  lame  time  that  nothing  can  lellen 
the  obligation  to  inc. 

J  thank  God  for  your  health  and  for  my  own, 
%hich  j,s  better  than  ulual. 

I  am,  &c., 
-^  3 
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LETTER      IV. 

Mr  Pope  to  Mr  All  e  s. 

Jiinr  8,  nr. 
T  WA  S  rcry  forrj'  to  hear  how  much  concern  your 
humanity  and  fricndfliipbttrayctl  vou  into,  upon 
the  falfc  report  which  occalions  your  gritf.  I  am 
now  fo  will,  that  I  ought  not  to  conceal  it  from  you, 
as  the  jtill  reward  of  your  goodiiefs  whicli  made  you 
fufTer  for  nic.  Perhaps  when  a  friend  is  really  dead 
(if  he  knows  our  concern  for  him)  he  knows  us  to  be 
as  much  miltaken  in  our  forrow  as  you  now  were : 
fo  that,  wliat  we  think  a  real  evil  is,  to  fuch  fpirits 
as  fee  things  truly,  no  more  of  moment  than  a  mere 
imaji^inary  one.  It  is  equally  as  God  picafes,  let  us 
think  or  call  it  good  or  evil. 

I  wjlli  the  world  would  let  mc  give  myfelf  more 
to  fuch  people  in  it  as  1  like,  and  diicharije  me  of 
half  the  honours  which  pcrlbns  of  higher  rank  hc- 
ftow  on  me,  and  for  which  one  generally  pay*  a  little 
too  much  of  what  they  cannot  heflow,  time  and  life. 
"Were  I  arrived  to  that  happier  circumflanre,  you 
'would  fee  me  at  VS'idcoml>e,  and  nut  at  Bath  :  but 
whether  it  will  be  as  mudi  in  mv  power  a»  in  my  willi, 
<W)d  knows.  I  can  iinly  lay,  1  think  of  it  with  the 
f  leal'ure  and  liiKcrity  beeuining  one  who  is,  <&c. 

L    E    T     1-    E    R       V.    . 
Mr  To  :•  e   to  Mr  A  l  L  i.  s. 

Nor.  ?4,  1737. 
rr^HE  event  *  of  thi>  week  or  fortnight  hux  rillrtl 
•^  every  body'.s  mind,  and  Hiiae  fo  much  that  i 
could  not  get  done  what  you  delired  as  to  l)r  P. 
but  ai>  loon  as  1  can  get  Ikomc,  where  luy  bociu  ly, 
*  Tlie  oiiccu'i  JcaUu 
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T  will  fend  them  to  Mr  K.  The  death  of  great  per- 
fons  is  fuch  a  fort  of  furprife  to  all,  as  every  one's 
death  is  to  himfelf,  though  both  fliould  equally  be 
cxpedled  and  prepared  for.  We  begin  to  tlteem 
aad  commend  our  fuperiors,  at  the  time  that  Ave 
pity  them,  becaufc  then  they  feem  not  above  our- 
felves.  The  Queen  flitwed,  by  tlie  conftilion  of  all 
about  her,  the  utmoft  firmnefs  and  temper  to  her 
laft  moments,  and  through  the  courfe  of  great  tor- 
ments. What  character  hiflorians  will  allow  her, 
I  do  not  know  ;  but  all  her  domellic  fervants,  and 
thofe  nearefl  her,  give  her  the  belt  teftlmony,  that 
of  llncere  tears.  But  the  public  is  always  hard ; 
rigid  at  bed,  even  when  juA,  in  its  opinion  of  any 
one.  The  only  pleafure  which  any  one,  either  of 
high  or  low  rank,  muft  depend  upon  receiving,  is  in 
the  candour  or  partiality  of  friends,  and  that  fmall 
circle  we  are  converfant  in ;  and  it  is  therefore  the 
greateft  fatisfacftion  to  fuch  as  willi  us  well,  to  know 
we  enjoy  that  :  I  therefore  thank  you  particularly 
for  telling  me  of  the  continuance,  or  rather  increafe 
of  thofe  blellings  which  make  your  domeftic  life 
happj'.  I  have  nothing  fo  good  to  add,  as  to  alTure 
you  I  pray  for  it,  and  am  always  faithfully  and  af- 
fectionately, &c. 

LETTER       VI. 
Mr   Pope    to  Mr   Allen. 

Twickenham,  April  26  1738. 
TT  is  a  pain  to  me  to  hear  your  old  complaint  fa 
*  troublefome  to  vou;  and  thefliare  I  have  borne, 
and  flill  bear  too  often,  in  the  fame  complaint,  gives 
me  a  very  fecting  fcnfe  of  it.  I  hope  we  agree  in 
every  other  fenfation  bciides  this  ;  for  your  heart  is 
always  right,  whatever  your  body  may  be.    I  will 
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Tcnture  too  to  far,  my  body  is  the  worrt  part  of  nie>, 
or  God  have  mercy  on  my  fool.  I'can't  hcli>  tcUiu  j 
you  the  rapture  you  accidentally  ^jave  tlic  p<K»r  wi»- 
man,  (for  whom  you  Ictt  a  guinia,  on  what  1  told 
you  of  my  lindlH^  her  at  tl»e  cud  ot  my  pudcu) ;  1 
bad  no  uotian  of  her  want  bciiig  lo  great  a:>  i  thcu 
told  you,  when  I  gave  l.cr  half  a  one  :  but  I  find  I 
liavc  a  plialure  to  con\c,  for  I  will  allow  her  lomc- 
tliiug  yearly,  and  that  may  be  but  one  year,  for,  I 
thinlc,  by  her  loolc.^,  Ine  is  not  Mi  tlwu  eighty.  1 
am  determined  to  take  this  charity  out  of  your 
hands,  which,  1  kuow,  you'll  think  luird  upon  yuu^ 
but  lo  it  lliall  be. 

Pray  tell  me  if  you  l;ave  any  objc«ftioa  to  my  put- 
ting your  aaine  into  a  poem  of  mine,  (incidentally, 
not  at  all  going  out  of  the  way  for  it),  pruvidcu  I 
5;iy  fomctJiing  of  you  which  moft  people  would  take 
ill,  for  cxam'pli;,  that  you  arc  no  man  of  hi^h  birth 
tit  tiuality  f  ^ou  muft  be  pcrl'cc^ly  free  with  me  on 
this,  as  on  any,  nay,  on  every  other  occalion. 

1  have  notiiinj",  to  add  but  my  wilbe»  for  your 
health  :  every  other  enjoyment  yon  will  provide  for 
yourfclf,  witich  becomes  a  rcafonable  nun.    Adieu. 

I  kUI,  &>.. 
1,    1-:    T    T    E    R      VII. 

Mr    Po  P  r    to    Mr    Ai.  i.  en. 

J.in.  10. 
T  OUOHT  fooncT  to  hnvr  acknowledged  your!«; 
but  1  have  been  fi vereiy  hindled  by  my  alllnna, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  hurried  by  buhnef>  that  gave 
un  iacreafc  to  it  by  catching  cohl.  1  am  truly  forry 
to  find  th:it  neither  yours  nor  Mrs  A.*«  difordrr  is 
totally  rcnii.\cd:  but  (iod  forbid  your  paiu  Hiould 
contiUiic  to  return  everyday,  which  is  worfe  by  much 
tlun  I  ex]>cdcd  to  hear :  1  hope  your  next  will  give. 
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a<e  a  better  account.  Poor  Mr  Bethel  too  is  very 
ill  in  Yorkihire  ;  and,  I  do  afTure  you,  there  are  no 
two  men  I  wiili  better  to.  1  have  known  and 
efteemed  him  for  every  moral  virtue  thefe  twenty 
years  and  more.     He  has  all  the  cliarity,  without 

any  of  the  weakncls  of ;  and,  1  firmly  believe, 

never  faid  a  thing  he  did  not  think,  nor  did  a  thing 
he  could  not  tell.  1  am  concerned  he  is  in  lb  cold 
and  remote  a  place,  as  in  the  Wolds  of  Yorkibire,  at 
a  hunting-feat.  If  he  lives  till  fprlng,  he  talks  of 
returning  to  London,-and,  if  I  poffibly  can,  1  would 
get  him  to  ly  out  of  it  at  T  fickenham,  though  we 
went  backward  and  forward  every  day  in  a  warm 
coach,  which  would  be  the  propereft  exercile  for 
both  of  us,  fmce  he  is  become  ib  weak  as  to  be  de- 
prived of  riding  a  horfe. 

L.  Bolingbrokc  flays  a  month  yet;  and  I  hope 
Mr  Warburton  will  come  to  town  before  he  goes. 
They  will  both  be  pleafed  to  meet  eacft'other;  and 
nothing  in  all  my  life  has  been  fo  great  a  plcafure  to 
my  nature  as  to  bring  deiciving  and  knowing  men 
together  :  it  i.s  the  grcateft  favour  that  can  be  done 
either  to  great  geniufcs  or  ufeful  men.  I  wifli  too, 
he  were  a  while  in  town,  if  it  were  only  to  ly  a  little 
in  the  way  of  fome  proud  and  powerful  perfons,  to 
fee  if  they  have  any  of  the  beft  fort  of  pride  Icft,- 
namely,  to  ferve  learning  and  merit,  and  by  that 
means  diltinguilb  themfelves  from  their  predeceiTois. 

I  am,  &c, 

LETTER      Vlir. 

,     Mr  P  o  p  E  to  Mr  A  L  L  E  N . 

Marcli  6. 
T  THANK  you  very  kindly  for  yours.    1  am  furc 
we  iball  meet  with  the  fame  hearts  we  ever  mg: , 
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and  r  could  wilh  it  wcvc  at  •rwicltciiham,  thoiiglr 
only  to  fee  you  and  Mrs  Allen  twice  there  inflcad  of 
once.  But,  as  matttrs  have  turned  cut,  a  decent 
obedience  to  the  government  has  'iccc  obliged  me  to 
refidc  here,  ten  miles  out  of-the  capital  4  aad-thcrc- 
fore  I  inuO  Ice  you  here  or  no  where,  l.ct  that  bo 
an  additional  realun  for  your  coming  and  llayiog  what' 
time  you  can. 

The  utinoA  I  can  do,  I  will  venture  to  tell  yci» 
in  your  car,  1  may  Aide  along  the  Surrey  fide  (where 
no  MiddlcJcx  jufticc  can  pretend  any  cosnizanct) 
to  Batterfca,  and  thti  wc  crofs  the  water  for  an  hciir, 
or  two,  in  a  clofe  chair,  to  dine  '.vixb  you  or  I'o.  Uut 
to  be  in  town,  I  fear,  will  be  iinprudcnr,  aiid 
thought  iKfulent.  At  ieaA,  hitherto,  all  comply  wi:h 
the  proclamation  *. 

1  wiitc  thu-.  early,  that  you  may  let  me  know  if 
your  day  continues, and  1  wjll  have  every  room  in  inyr 
houfe  as  warm  for  you  as  tiie  owner  always  would 
be.  It  may  pofl'ibly  be  that  1  thall  be  taking  the 
fccret  flight  I  fpcakof  to  Batteil'ia,  before  you  come, 
with-  Ml-  Warburton,  whom  1  hxvc  promifid  to  make 
known  to  the  only  great  in.ifl  in  Eiirop*  who  kiiowt- 
as  much  as  he  :  and  from  thence  we  may  return  the 
i<:h,  or  any  da/,  hitLrr,  and  meet  you,  v.iibjuL 
fail,  if  you  fix  your  day. 

J  would  not  make  ill  health  come  into  the  tcalc, 
as  to  keeping  me  Itcrc  (thoitgli,  in  truth,  it  iiliui 
bears  very  hard  upon  me  asain,  and  the  Ua(\  acci- 
dent of  cold,  or  mokiuu  almoft,  throws  me  iiit»i  a 
very  dangerous  and  rtiU'cring  conditibn.)  God  fend 
you  long  lile^  and  an  eal'ier  cujoymcnt  cf  your  breach 
thao  I  now  can  cxpci\,  1  S^ar,  cc 

•  On  tti^  iTivifi.iii,  .vt  tliai  time  tlircateued  frcm  frar.io 
•aii  Uic  PrctcuUvr. 
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LETTER      I. 

April  II,  1739. 
T  HAVE  juft  received  from  Mr  R.  two  more  of 
your  Letters  *.  It  is  ia  the  greatefl:  hurry  ima- 
ginable that  I  write  this,  but  I  cannot  help  thanking 
vou  in  particular  for  your  third  Letter,  which  is  Co 
extremely  clear,  fliort,  and  full,  that  I  think  that 
Mr  Crouzaz  f  ouglit  never  to  have  another  aufwcr, 
and  deferved  not  fo  good  an  one.  I  can  only  fay, 
vou  do  him  too  much  honour,  and  me  too  much 
light,  fo  odd  as  the  exprellion  feems,  for  you  have 
made  my  fyftem  as  clear  as  I  ought  to  have  done, 
and  could  not.  It  is  indeed  the  fame  fyftcm  as  mine, 
but  illuftrated  with  a  ray  of  your  own,  as  they  fay 
our  natural  body  is  the  fame  Hill  when  it  is  glorified. 
I  am  fure  f  like  it  better  than  I  did  before,  and  fo 
will  every  man  clfe.  I  know  I  meant  juft:  what  you 
explain,  but  I  did  not  explain  my  owh  meaning  fo 
well  as  you.  You  underlland  me  as  well  as  I  do  my- 
fclf,  but  you  expiefs  me  better  than  I  could  exprefs 
myfelf.  Pray,  accept  the  finccrefl  acknowledgments. 

*  Commentaries  on  the  Effay  on  Man. 
t  A  German  proftflbr,  who  wrote  remarks  upon  the  phi« 
loftipliy  of  that  £llay. 

Vol.  VIII.  Y 
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1  cannot  but  w'ti\\  tljcfe  letters  were  put  togctlicr  fn 
one  book,  and  intend  (with  your  leave)  lo  procure 
a  tranllation  of  part,  at  Icart,  or  of  all  of  them,  into 
French  * :  but  I  flial!  not  proceed  a  Qcp  without  your 
confcnt  and  opiaioa,  &c. 

LETTER       IT. 

Miy  16,  17  j7. 
rryJlE  dirnpatlon  in  which  I  am  obliged  to  live 
•*•  through  rhnny  dcp-ces  of  civil  obltjatfflr, 
viiich  ought  not  lo  rob  a  man  of  himfelf  who  paHts 
for  an  indei)endent  one,  and  yet  make  nic  every 
body's  fen'ant  more  than  my  own  ;  this,  Sir,  ii 
thtf  occahon  of  my  filcncc  to  you,  to  whom  I  really 
have  more  oblijjation  than  to  almoft  any  man.  By 
^vriting,  indeed,  I  fropbfcd  tio  more  than  to  tell 
you  my  fcnfe  of  it.  As  to  any  correAions  of  your 
letters,  I  fou!d  make  none,  btit  what  reAiltcd  from 
inverting  the  order  of  th«rm,  and  thofc  exprcfTioiis 
relating  to  myfclf,  which  I  thought  exaggerated.  I 
co^ld  not  frnd  a  -word  to  alter  In  the  lafl  letter, 
vliich  I  Tcturned  imtr.cdiatcly  to  the  bookfellcr.  I 
mud  partieiiiarly  thank  you  for  the  mention  you 
have  made  of  me  in  your  poftfcript  to  the  lafl  cditioii 
of thcLi';,'^//'j».o/  Mol'ri.  I  am  much  morepleafed  with 
R  eorvpliment  that  links  me  to  a  virtuou*  mart,  and 
JjvthelieU  limilitude,  that  of  a  good  mind  (even  a 
better  and  (Irongcrtyc  than  the  limilitude  of  fhidie;;) 
than  I  could  be  pnMul  of  any  other  whatfoevcv.  M.iy 
that  iiul<)itndcncy,  cliariry,  and  cnmpetrncy  attend 
you,  which  ftts  s  gcKHl  prieft  above  a  hitluvp,  and 
trulv  riakts  his  fortune  ;  that  i.-,  hi«  happinefs  hi 
(hi6  life  as  well  as  in  the  other. 

•  Thry  were  all  iriTUliteJ  into  tli«t  Unzuartr  bjr  a  Frenrh 
jciiilciuaii  of  cni.tliiiiiii,  •Wiko  is  liow  in  an  euiincot  Itatii'n 
In  Ii'u  uwii  caunir)>. 
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LETTER      III. 

Twitenliam,  Sept.  20,  '739. 
T- RECEIVED  with  great  pleafure  the  paper  you 
fent  me;  and  yet  with  greater,  the  profpeot:  you 
give  me  of  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  you  when  you 
come  to  town.  I  fliall  hope  what  part  of  your  time 
Vou  can  afford  me,  amongft  the  numlier  of  thofe  who 
cfteem  you,  will  be  paffed  rather  in  this  place  than 
in  London  ;  llnce  it  is  here  only  I  live  as  I  ought, 
7>:iM  ct  amkh.  I  therefore  depend  on  your  promife; 
and  fo  much  as  my  conftitution  Aiffcrs  by  the  win- 
ter, I  yet  aflurc  you  fuch  an  acquifition  will  make 
the  fpring  much  theniore  welcome  to  me,  when  it  is 
to  bring  you  hither  (,um  zefiyr'n  et  hlrunJine  prima. 

As  foon  as  Mr  R,  can  tranfmit  to  me  an  entire 
copy  of  your  Utters,  I  willi  he  had  your  leave  To  to 
do;  that  I  may  put  the  book  into  the  hands  of  a 
French  gentleman  to  tranllate,  wlio,  I  hope,  will  not 
fubjctSt  your, work  to  as  much  ill-grounded  criticifm, 
as  my  French  tranflaxor  *  has  fubjeifled  mine.  Jn 
earncft,  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you,  for  thus 
efpoufmg  the  caufe  of  a  Qranger  whom  you  judged 
to  be  injured;  but  my-  part,  in  this  fcntimcnt,  is  tlie 
lead.  The  generofity  of  your  conduiTt  dcferves  efteem, 
your  zeal  for  truth  deiprves  afleAion  from  every  can- 
did man  :  and  as  Tuch,  were  I  wholly  out  of  the  cafe, 
I  fliould  eftcem  and  love  you  for  it.  I  will  not  there- 
fore ufe  you  fo  ill  as  to  write  in  the  general  flyle  of 
compliment ;  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  the  occafion  ; 
and  I  can  only  fay  (which  I  fay  with  fingerity  and 
warmth)  that  you  Lijve  made  mc,  &c. 

*  Refuel,  on  wliofi;  very  faulty  and  abfurd  trai.flitioii 
C'i"ouza*  founded  his  o.ily  plaiiCiljIf  ubjrdti'jns. 

y  i 


6ftf  ALETTER       TO 

LETTER       IV. 

J»n.  4.  1739. 
■JT  is  a  real  truth  that  I  fhou!d  have  written  t6 
you  oftencr,  if  1  had  not  a  great  rcfpetfl  for  you, 
and  owed  not  a  great  debt  to  you.  But  it  may  be 
no  unnecclVary  thing  to  let  you  know  that  moft  of 
my  friends  alio  pay  you  their  thanks;  and  fomc  of 
the  moft  knowing,  as  well  as  mod  candiil  judges  think 
me  as  much  beholden  to  you  as  1  think  myfclf.  Your 
LctUn  *  meet  from  Cuch  with  the  approbation  they 
merit,  and  I  have  been  able  to  find  but  two  or  three 
very  (light  inaccuracies  in  the  whole  book,  which  I 
have,  upon  their  obfervation,  altered  in  an  exemplar 
ivhich  I  keep  againft  a  fccond  edition.  My  very  un- 
certain ftate  oi  health,  which  is  fliakcn  more  and 
xnore  every  winter,  drove  me  to  Bath  and  BrifVol  two 
nonths  iiiicc;  and  i  Hiall  not  return  towards  Lon- 
don till  February.  Rut  I  have  received  nine  or  teti 
letters  from  thence  on  the  fucceA  of  your  book  f, 
which  they  are  cameft  to  have  trandated.  One  of 
them  is  begun  in  Trance  :  a  French  gcDtieninn,  ab«)ut 
Men  Tic  ur  Cambis  the  ambaiTador,  hath  done  the 
grcatcll  part  of  it  here;  but  I  will  retard  the  imprcf- 
iion  till  I  have  your  dirc<£lion»,  or  till  1  can  have  a 
plcafurc  I  carncltly  wilh  fur,  to  meet  you  in  town, 
where  you  gave  mc  fomc  hopes  you  Comctimcs  palTcd 
a  part  of  the  Spring,  for  the  belt  rcafon  I  know  uf 
rvcr  viiuing  it, — the  convcrlation  of  a  few  friends. 
I'ray,  ruiTcr  mc  to  Ix:  what  you  have  made  mc,  one 
vf  them,  and  Itt  my  houfc:  have  its  Hiarc  of  You; 
or,  if  1  can  any  way  Ik-  iuflrumenial  in  accommoda- 
ting you  in  town  diiriiij  your  n;«v,  1  have  lodgings 
and  a  library  or  two  iu  ray  diiiKjlal;   which,   1  Lc- 

*  Oil  the  FJT'ay  on  Man. 

f  Tlie  Coiiuucni«r)r  ou  lUc  E/Iiv  on  M«n. 
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li€vc,  I  need  not  offer  to  a  man  to  whom  all  libraries 
ought  to  be  open,  or  to  one  who  wants  them  fo  little; 
but  that  'tis  polTible  you  may  be  as  much  a  flran^er 
to  this  town,  as  I  wifli  with  all  my  heart  I  was.  I 
Ice  by  certain  fquibs  in  the  \'iy\eUaiiieS  *  that  you 
have  as  much  of  the  uncharitable  fpirit  pour'd  out 
upon  you,  as  the  author  you  defended  from  Crouzaz. 
1  only  wlfii  you  gave  them  no  other  anlwer  than  that 
of  the  Sun  to  the  Frogs,  fliining  out,  in  your  feccnd 
Look,  and  the  completion  of  your  argument.  No 
man  is,  as  he  ought  to  be,  more,  or  lb  much  a  fnend^ 
to  your  merit  and  charaiftcr,  as,  Sir, 

Your,  &c. 

LETTER;     V. 

Jan.  17,  1739,-40. 
fT^HOUG  H  I  writ  to. you  two  pofts  ago,  I  ought 
to  acknowledge  now  a  new  and  unexpedted  fa- 
vour of  tJie  remarks  on  the.  Fourth  EpifUe  f;  whirii 
(though  I  find  by  yours,  attending  them,  they  were 
fent  lad  month)  I  received  but  this  morning.  This 
was  occaQontd  by  no  fault  of  Mr  R..  but  the  neglcil, 
I  believe,  of  the  perfon  to  whofe  care  he  conrigne4 
ihiLm.  .  1  have  been  full  three  months  about  Bath 
and  Briftol,  endeavouring  to  amend  a  c^jmplaint 
which  more  or  lefc  has  troubled  mt  all  my  life :  I 
hope  the  rcgiroen  this  has  obliged  me  to,  will  mr.ke 
the  remainder  of  it  mere  philofophical,  and  improve 
my  resignation  to  part  with  it  at  lad.  I  am  jivepa- 
ring  to  return  home,  and  fl-.all  then  revife  what  my 
FrLnth  gentleman  has  done,  and  f^'i  this  to  it.  He 
is  the  fame  perfon  v.'ho  tranfiated  the  Efliiy  into 

*  TIip  wholly  Mifceliapy.  by  Dr  Webilcr,  DrWattrlanil, 
Dr  Stebbin".  .Mr  V.t.ii,  and  o  hers.     - 
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profc,  which  Mr  Crouraz  lliouW  have  profited  liy, 
who,  I  am  leally  afraid,  wUen  I  lay  the  circuniflancc* 
all  together,  was  moved  to  his  proceeding  in  fo  very 
unrcafbnaWe  a  way,  by  fomc  malice  cither  of  liis 
own, or  fomc  other's;  though  I  was  very  willing,  at 
firft,  to  impute  it  to  ignorance  or  prejudice.  I  fee 
nothing  to  be  added  to  your  work;  only  fomc  com- 
mendatory deviations  from  the  argument  itfelf,  in 
my  favour,  I  ought  to  tliink  might  be  omitted. 

I  muft  repeat  my  urgent  dcfuc  to  be  previoully  ac- 
quainted with  the  precifc  tine  of  your  vifit  to  Lon- 
don ;  that  I  may  have  the  pleafnrc  to  meet  a  man  in 
the  manner  I  would,  whom  I  mufl  cflccm  one  of  the 
p-eatell  of  my  bencfacfiors.  I  am,  with  the  mofl 
grateful  and  affetfHonate  regard,  8rc. 

LETTER       VL 

April  i6,  J740. 
"^rOU  could  not  give  me  more  plrafurc  than  by 
your  fhort  letter,  which  acquaints  me  that  I 
may  ht>pc  to  fee  you  fo  foon.  Let  us  meet  like  men 
^ho  have  been  many  ytars  acquainted  with  each 
r.thrr,  and  whofe  frienJfliip  is  not  to  begin,  but  coti- 
tlnue.  All  forms  flmuld  be  pall,  when  people  know 
r.ich  other's  mind«  fo  well :  I  flatter  myftlf  rou  are 
ii  ir.an  after  my  own  heart,  who  fecks  content  only 
irom  within,  and  favh  to  Grrafnefs,  '*  'J"oaf  habeto 
"  tibi  TC,  egorp--t  habcho  mcas  :"  but  M  it  is  but 
iuft  your  other  fiicndr.  fliould  have  fome  part  of  you, 
I  ir'':il  on  my  making  yon  the  firfl  vifit  it\  l.orwlon; 
aid  thence,  afttr  a  few  days,  to  carry  you  to  Twi. 
trtiham,  for  as  many  as  you  can  alVoid  me.  If  the 
nrefs  he  to  take  Uj^any  part  of  your  time,  I  lie  Hicctg 
inav  he  brongl.t  you  hourly  thiihcr  by  my  \vaterm.^n  : 
.(ltd   you  will  have  muic  Icilurc   to  attend  to  acy 
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thing  of  that  fort  than  in  town.  I  believe  alfo  I  have 
moft  of  tlie  books  you  can  want,  or  can  ealily  bor- 
row thein^  I  eaineitly  dellre  a  line  may  be  left  at 
Mr  R.'s,  where  and  when  I  fliail  call  upon  you, 
which  1  will  daily  enquire  for,  whether  I  chance  to 
be  here,  or  in  the  country  Believe  me,  Sir,  with  the 
trueft  regard,  and  the  hncereft  willr  to  dcl'crve 

Yours,  &c. 


I 


L    E    T,  T    E    R      VII.  . 

Twitenham,  June  24,  1740. 
T  is  true  that  I  am  a  very  unpuntlual  corrcfpon- 
dent,  though  no  unpumSlual  agent  or  friend-;  and 
that,  in  the  commerce  of  words,  I  am  both  poor  and 
lazy.  Civility  and  compliment  generally  are  the 
goods  that  letter-writers  exchange,  which,  with  ho- 
nefl  men,  feems  a  kind  of  illicit  trade,  by  having 
been,  for  the  moft  part,  carried  on,  and  carried  fur- 
theft  by  defiguing  men  :  1  am. therefore  reduced  to 
plain  enquiries,  how  my  friend  does,  and  what  he 
does  ?  and  to  repetitions,  which  I  am  afraid  to  tire 
him  with,  bow  much  I  love  him.  Your  two  kind  let- 
ters gave  me  real  fatisfa<?lion,  in  hearing  you  were 
fafc  and  well;  and  in  fliewing  me  you  took  kindly 
my  unaire£ted  endeavours  to  prove  my  efteem  for 
you,  and  delight  in  vour  converfation.  indeed  my 
languid  ftate  of  health,  and  frequent  deficiency  of 
I'pirits,  tOj^ether  with  a  number  of  diflipations,  et 
aheiia  ngotia  centum,  all  conlpire  to  throw  a  faimnefs 
;uk1  cool  appearance  over  my  conduift  to  thole  I  btft 
love ;  which  I  perpetually  feel,  and  grieve  at :  but  in 
earncft,  no  man  is  more  deeply  touched  with  merit 
in  general,  or  with  particular  merit  towards  me,  in 
any  one,  Y^iu  ought  therefore  in  both  views  to  hold 
youriielf  what  you  urc  to  mt  iu  my  opinion  and  at' 
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fctSlion ;  fo  iiij^h  in  each,  il-.at  1  may  ptiLapa  (eluoitt 
attempt  to  tcli  it  you.  'i'hc  grt.uc(l  jullicc,  and  l.i- 
vour  too  tliat  you  can  do  nic,  is  to  take  in  foi  granttd. 

Do  not  riiticfiirc  commend  my  talent?,  but  in- 
(Icuifl  me  by  your  owu.  I  am.  uot  ical^y^lcarutd 
euough  to  be  a  judge  in  woiks  of  the  nature  i.iid 
(Icptli  of  yours..  Hut  I  travel  througb  your  buok;:is 
t!'.ri)ugh  an  amazing  fccnc  of  ancient  f.gypt  or 
Gretcr,  ftruclc  with  veneration  and  wonder,  but  'tt 
every  flop  wanting  aa  infiiutlor  to  teli  «ie  all  I  wiili 
to  know.  Such  you  prove  to  mc  in  the  walki  of  an- 
tiquity; and  fuch  you  will  prove  to  all  mankind,: 
but  with  this  additional  character,  more  than  any 
other  I'earcher  into  antiquities,  that  of  a  genius  cquaj 
to  vuur  pains,  and  of  a  taftc  equal  to  your  Icarningw 

I  am  obliged  greatly  to  you  for  what  you  have 
projcifled  at  Cimbridge  in  rclatixjn  to  my  Lllay  '  ; 
hut  more  for  tiie  motive  which  did  originally,  and 
does  confcqucntiaily  ia  a  n\anncr,  animate  all  you( 
goodness  to  me,  the  opinion  you  entertain  of  my  ho» 
neft  intention  in  that  piece,  and  your  zeal  to  demon- 
strate mc  no  irreligious  man.  I  wa-s  very  linctre  with 
you  in  wlut  I  told  you  of  my  owh  opinion  of  ray 
own  chara<?tcr  as  a  poet  t,  and  I  tliink  1  may  con? 
fcieiitioufly  fay,  I  fliali  die  in  it.  1  have  nothing  to 
add,  but  th.il  J  hope  fometimes  to  hear  you  are  well, 
as  you  certainly  lliall  now  and  then  hear  the  bill  I 
can  Icll  you  of  myfclf. 

L    E    T    T    E    R       VFII. 

JAM  grown  fo  bad  a  cor  rcfpon  dent,  part  I  \  through 
the  wcakncfs  W  my  eyes,  whiih  has  much  in-* 

•  MrP.ip-  Hffirnl  Mr  Wjrluirtnn  to  prorurf  a  g<xxl  trarif- 
Utioi  of  !!if  FfTar  on  Man  into  Latin  pro'c, 
i  ike  Ui  IXtc. 
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treafed  of  late,  and  partly  through  other  difagreeable 
accidents  (almcft  peculiar  to  me)  that  my  oldeft  as 
well  as  beft  friends  are  reafonable  enough  to  excufe 
me.  I  know  you  are  of  the  number  who  deferve  all 
the  teftimonics  of  any  fort  which  I  can  give  you  of 
cfteem  and  friend fliip;  and  I  confide  in  you,  as  a 
man  of  candour,  enough  to  know  it  cannot  be  other- 
wife,  if  I  am  an  honeft  one.  So  I  will  fay  no  morfe 
©n  this  head,  but  proceed  to  thank  you  for  your  con- 
flant  memory  of  whatever  may  be  ferviceable  or  re- 
putable to  nie.  The  Tranflation  f  you  are  a  much 
better  judge  of  than  I,  not  only  becaule  you  under- 
ftand  my  work  better  than  I  do  myleif,  but  as  your 
continued  familiarity  with  the  learned  languages, 
makes  you  infinittiy  more  a  mailer  of  them.  J  would 
only  recommend  that  the  tranl'ator's  attention  to- 
Tully's  Latinity  may  not  preclude  fiis  ufage  ot  tome 
terms  which  may  be  more  preitk  in  modern. philoibphy 
than  fuch  as  he  could  ferve  himlelf  of,  efpecially  in 
matters  raetaphyfical.  1  think  this  fpecinicn  cloie 
enough,  and  clear  alio,  as  far  as  the  claflical  phiafes 
allow  ;  from  which  yet  1  would  rather  he  fometimeS 
deviated,  than  futFcred  the  fenfe  to  be  either  dubious' 
or  clouded  too  much.  You  know  ray  mind  pci-fe^tly 
as  to  the  intent  of  luch  a  verlion,  and  I  would  hav^ 
it  accompanied  with  your  own  remarks  tranflaied, 
fuch  only  I  mean  as  are  general,  or  explauatovy  of 
thofe  paiTages  which  are  concife  to  any  degree  of 
obfcurity,  or  which  demand  perhaps  too  minute  an 
attention  in  the  reader. 

I  have  been  unable  to  make  the  journey  I  defign- 
ed  to  Oxford,  and  Lord  Eathurft's,  where  I  hoped  to 
have  made  you  of  Ihs  party.  I  am  going  to  Bath 
for  near  two  months.     Yet  pray  let  noiliing  lundci' 

■J  Of  his  Effay  on  Man  into  Latin  profe. 
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mc  romcti[nc&  from  hearing  you  arc  well.  I  iiavs 
had  ;hat  conttntracnt  from  lime  to  time  from  Mr  G. 
Sd-lcrus  '  will  or  will  not  be  puWilhcd,  according 
to  the  event  of  foiuc  other  papers  coming,  or  not 
coming  out,  which  it  will  be  my  utnioO  endeavour 
to  hinder  f .  I  will  not  give  you  the  j.  ain  of  aciinainr 
ting  you  what  tlicy  arc.  Your  fiiniic  of  B.  and  his 
nephew  woi:!d  jnakc  an.cxcelliiit  tpigrsyn  :  but  aU 
fatirc  is  bccoa*e  to  :ueOi:(5tuaL(when  the  UU  Ocp  that 
Virtue  can  ftaad  upon,  luamt,  i*  tr.kca  away)  that 
EpigTam.muft  cjfptcl  to  do  notiiic"  evca  in  its  own 
little  provijice,  and  upon  its  own  little  Aibjtctsi 
Adieu.  Believe  1  wiih  you  nejifcr  us;  the  only 
pvwcr  1  wiflj  is  that  of  .ittarhinj;,  :ind  at  the  tarns 
time  fupporting,  I'uch  conj>ca;al  bodies  as  you  arc  t» 
Dear  oir, 

Your,  &c. 

LETTER       IX. 

Bii'i.  Feb.  4.  1740,.  r. 
"I  F  I  had  not  been  mide  by  many  accidents  fo  ficls 
of  letter-writing  as  to  be  almofl  afraid  of  thc^lha-. 
dow  of  my  own  pea,  you  would  be  the  pcrlon  I 
fliould  oficncfl  pour  myiclf  out  ta:  indeed  for  a 
good  rcafon,  fi)r  you  have  j;iven  mc  the  (hnngcft 
proofs  of  underftanding,  and-.iccc|»tiii|;  my  meaning 
in  the  bell  raaoner;  and  vi  the  candour  oi  your 
heart,  as  well  as  the  elearixcl's  of  your  head.  My 
vexations  I  w«uld  not  trouble  you  with,  but  1  mud 
juft  mention  the  two  grcatcft  I  now  Jiave.  They 
have  printed  in  Ireland  my  letters  to  Dr  Swift,  and 
Cwhichis  the  ftrangcfl  c-.rcumflancc)  by  hisowncon- 
icut  and  ditc«5liuii,  \»tUiout  acquainting  mc  till   it 

•  Tlif  M.mi  ir«  of  S^rihlf rm. 

i  rite  Uu<r(  pu^iiUicd  li>  Ur  <^«(^l't. 
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Vas  done.  The  ether  is  one  that  -will  cbntintie  with 
r.ic  till  fome  profperous  event  to  your  fervice  lliaU 
bring  u.^  nearer  to  each  other.  I  am  not  content 
with  thoi'e  gllmplcs  of  you,  which  a  fliort  fpring  vlfit 
affords ;  and  from  which  you  carry  nothing  away 
with  you  but  my  iighs  and  wiflics,  without  any  real 
benefit. 

1  am  heartily  glad  of  the  advancement  of  your 
fccoi.d  volutne  *  ;  and  particularly  of  the  digrejfwns,  f&r 
they  are' /"■'j/vcO  tn-rc  «/  y;a;  and  lean  truft  yoai: 
judgment  enough  to  depend  upon  their  being  perti- 
nent. You  will,  I  queflion  not,  verify  the  good  pro- 
verb, that  the  furtheft  -wp.y  about,  is  the  neareft  way 
'  home;  and  much  better  than  plunging  through  thick 
and  thin,  more  Theokgorrm,  and  pcrlifliing  in  the  fame 
old  travl,  where  fo  many  have  either  broken  their 
necks,  or  come  off  very  lamely. 

This  leads  me  to  thank  you  for  that  very  enter- 
taining, and,  I  think,  inflru<£tive  flory  of  Dr  VV  *  *  % 
who  was,  in  this,  the  image  of  *  *  *,  who  never  ad- 
iiiit  of  any  remedy  from  a  hand  they  diflikc.  But  I 
am  forry  he  had  fo  much  of  the  modern  Chriftiaii 
rancour,  as,  I  believe,  he  may  be  convinced  by  thj« 
time,  that  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  not  for  fuch. 

I  am  juft  returning  to  i-omlan,  and  fiiall  the  more  • 
impatiently  expect  your  book's  appearance,  as  I  hope 
you  will  follow  it  ;  and  that  1  may  have  as  happy  a 
niontli  through  your  means  fs  1  had  the  laft  fpring. 
I  am,  &c. 

LETTER       X. 

April  14,   174I, 
"ST'OU  are  every  way  kind  to  mc,  in  your  partiality 
to  what  is  tolerable  in  me,  and  in  your  freedom 
where  you  find  mc  in  an  error.     Such,  I  own,  ia  the 
*  Of  ihe  Div.  Lc^. 
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inflance  given  of — .You  owe  mc  much  fricndniip  of 
this  latter  fort,  having  Ix'cu  too  profulc  of  the  for- 
mcr. 

I  think  every  clay  a  week  till  you  come  to  town, 
which,  Mr  O.  tells  me,  will  be  in  the  beginning  of  the 
ne  t  month  :  when,  I  expcA,  you  will  contrive  to  be 
as  beneficial  to  me  as  you  can,  by  palTing  with  me 
as  much  time  as  you  can;  every  day  of  which  it  will 
be  my  fault  if  i  do  not  make  of  fome  ufc  to  mc,  as 
well  as  plcafurc.  This  is  all  I  have  to  tell  you, 
and  be  aflurcd  my  finccreft  cftcera  and  aficclion  are 

yours. 

LETTER      XI. 

Twitrnliam,  Aug.  i;,  !74'. 
rp^H  F.  general  indifpofition  I  have  to  writing,  un- 
•^  lefs  upon  a  belief  of  the  neccfTity  or  ufc  of  it, 
mufl  plead  my  cxcufc  in  not  doing  it  to  you.  I  know- 
it  is  not  (I  feel  it  is  not)  needful  to  repeat  .affurances 
of  the  true  and  conftant  fricndlliip  andeftccm  1  bear 
you.  Honed  and  ingenuous  minds  are  Aire  of  each 
other's;  the  tye  is  mutual  and  folid.  Tlic  ufc  of 
writing  letters  rcfolves  wholly  into  the  gratification 
jivcn  and  received  in  the  knowledge  of  each  othcr'.i 
welfare;  unlefs  I  ever  llinuld  be  lb  fortunate  (and 
'  rare  fortune  it  would  be)  to  he  able  to  procure,  and 
acquaint  you  of  fome  real  benefit  done  yon  by  my 
means  :  but  Fortune  fcldom  fulTcr.s  one  dilintereftcd 
man  to  fervc  another.  'I'is  too  much  :ui  infuit  upon 
her  to  let  two  of  thole  who  moll  dcfpifc  her  favours, 
be  happy  in  them  at  the  lame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
inflance.  I  willi  for  nothing  fo  much  at  her  hand~-, 
a&  that  flic  would  permit  fome  great  pcrfon  or  other 
to  remove  you  nearer  the  banks  of  the  Thames ; 
though  very  lately  a  nobleman,  whom  you  erteem 
much  more  than  you  know,  had  dtflincd,  <irc. 
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I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  hints,  and  am  afnu'd 
if  I  had  more  of  them,  not  on  this  only,  but  on  other 
■fubjec^s,  1  lliould  break  my  rcfolution,  and  betumc 
an  author  a-new;  nay,  a  ni;w  author,  and  a  better 
than  I  yet  have  been  ;  or  God  forbid  I  fliould  go  oxi 
jingling  only  the  fame  bells  ! 

1  have  received  fome  chagrin  at  the  delay  of  your 
degree  at  Oxon.  As  for  mine,  I  will  die  before  I  re- 
ceive one,  in  an  art  I  am  ignorant  of,  at  a  place 
where  there  remains  any  fcruple  of  beftov.ing  one  ou 
you,  in  a  fcience  of  which  you  are  fo  great  a  mailer. 
In  fliort,  I  will  be  doiflor'd  with  you,  or  not  at  all. 
I  am  fare,  wher€-ever  honour  is  not  conferred  on  the 
deferving,  there  can  be  none  given  to  the  undefer- 
ving,  no  more  from  the  hands  of  priefts  than  of 
princes.     Adieu.     God  give  you  all  true  bkjjings. 

LETTER      XTI. 

S'pt.  20,  J7^  r. 
T  T  is  not  my  frl^ndlliip,  but  the  difccrnment  of 
tl'.at  nobleman  *  I  mentioned,  which  you  are  to 
thank  for  his  intention  to  fervc  you  :  and  his  judg- 
ment is  fo  uncontrovcrted,  that  it  would  really  be  a 
pleafure  to  you  to  owe  him  any  thing;  inilead  of  a 
lliamo,  which  is  often  the  cafe  in  tlie  favours  of  mea 
of  that  rank.  I  am  lorry  I  can  only  wifli  ycu  well," 
and  not  do  myfelf  honour  in  doing  you  any  good. 
But  I  comfort  myfelf  when  1  reile<5t,  few  men  could 
make  you  Jiappier,  none  more  deferving  than  you 
have  made  yourftlf. 

I  don't  know  how  I  have  been  betrayed  into  a  pa- 
ragrapli  of  this  kind.  1  afk  your  patdon,  though  it 
be  truth,  for  faying  fo  much. — 

If  I  can  prevail  on  myfelf  to  complete  the  Dun- 

«  Loril  Clicflf  rSe!d. 
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ci:iJ  t,  it  will  be  publiflicd  at  the  fanixr  lime  with  .1 
gtntral  cilirinn  ot  all  my  vcrfts,  (for  pcx^is  I  will 
not  call  tlicmj,  nnd,  1  hope,  your  fricmliliip  to  mc 
A»  ill  be  then  as  wcH  known  an  my  U.iiig  an  author, 
and  go  down  together  to  poflcrity :  I  n»can  to  as 
much  of  poltcrity  as  poor  moderns  ean  reach  to; 
where  the  commentator  (as  ufual)  will  Jtnd  ;i  crutch 
to  the  weak  poet  to  help  him  to  limp  a  little  further 
th.m  he  could  on  his  own  feet.  We  lliall  take  our 
dci;ri»:  together  in  Jbame,  whatever  wc  tlo  at  the 
univcrfity  :  and  I  tell  youcncc  ciorc,  I  will  i;oi  have 
i:  there  without  you. — 

LETTER       XJir. 

Balli,  Nov.  'J,  1741. 
T  A  M  nUvays  n;iturally  fparing  of  my  Itittrs  t« 
■*■  my  friends,  for  a  realun  I  tliink  a  great  one  ; 
that  it  is  needltfs,  after  experience,  to  repeat  alTu- 
rances  of  Iriendfliip;  and  no  lei's  irkl'ome  to  be  fiarch- 
ing  for  words,  to  cxprcfs  it  over  and  over.  Hut  I 
i.a\c  more  calls  than  one  for  thit  letter:  firft,  to 
cxpreis  a  i.ilisfadtion  at  your  refolution  not  to  keep 
up  the  ball  of  dilpute  with  Dr  M.  though,  I  am  III- 
tj»llcd,  you  could  have  done  k;  and  to  tell  you  that 
Mr  L.  ii  -plcafed  at  it  too,  who  writes  me  word  upon 
llu:  occalion,  that  licniuft  inlinitcly  elkcm  a  divjiie, 
and  nn  author,  who  loves  peace  better  than  vit'torj'. 
^^econdly,  I  an\  to  recommend  to  you  as  an  author, 
a  lx)okfetlcr  ir»  the  room  of  the  honcfl  one  you  haw 
lofl,  Mr  Ci.  and  1  know  none  who  ji  To  worthy,  and 
hat  fo  good  a  title  in  that  characler  to.Aicceed  him 
a;i  Mr  Knapton.     But  my  third  motive  of  now  trou- 

•^  He  h.ul  tUen  romniiinicatfJ  lit  intrntinti  lo^frWarbor- 
ton  of  niMlnit  .1  Ciurih  bouk  to  i(|  in  purluancc  of  that 
ficntlcnian'i  aUvt(c« 
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bliiig  you  is  my  own  proper  intcreft  and  pleafure.  I 
am  here  in  more  Icifure  than  i  can  poffibly  enjt)y 
even  iu  my  om'h  houfe,  vacare  Uteris.  Jt  is  at  this 
jilace  that  your  exhortations  may  be  niofl  eflccSual, 
to  make  me  refume  the  fladies  I  have  almoft  laid 
afide,  by  perpetual  avocations  and  diltipations.  If 
it  were  practicable  for  you  to  pafs  a  month  or  hx 
weeks  from  home,  it  is  here  I  could  wifli  to  be  with 
}ou  :  and  if  you  would  attend  to  the  continuation 
of  your  own  noble  work,  or  unbend  to  the  idle 
amufement  of  commenting  upon  a  poet,  who  has  no 
ether  merit,  than  that  of  aiming  by  his  moral  fbokcs 
to  merit  feme  regard  from  fuch  men  as  advance  Truth 
and  Virtue  in  a  more  effectual  way  ;  in  either  cafe, 
this  place  and  this  houfe  would  be  an  inviolable  afy- 
lum  to  you,  from  all  you  would  defire  to  avoid,  in  lo 
public  a  fcene  as  Bath.  The  worthy  man,  who  is 
the  mafler  of  it,  invites  you  in  the  Rrcogeit  terms  ; 
and  is  one  who  would  treat  you  with  love  and  vene- 
ration, rather  than  what  the  world  calls  civility  and 
regarcK  He  is  fincerer  and  plainer  than  almoft  any 
man  now  in  this  world,  antiquis  moribiti.  If  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Bath  may  be  ferviccable  to  your  com- 
plaints, (as  1  believe  from  what  you  have  told  me 
of  them),  no  opportunity  can  ever  be  better.  It  is. 
juft  the  bed  feafon.  We  are  told  the  Bifiiop  of  Sa- 
lifbury  is  expected  here  daily,  who  I  know  is  your 
friend  ;  at  Icaft,  though  a  Bifliop,  is  too  much  a  man 
of  learning  to  be  your  enemy.  You  fee  I  omit  no- 
thing to  add  tc  the  weight  in  the  balance,  in  which, 
however,  I  will  not  think  myielf  light,  fince  I  have 
known  your  partiality.  You  will  want  no  fervant 
here  :  your  room  will  be  next  to  ntiue,  and  one  man 
will  fervc  us.  Here  is  a  library  and  a  gallery  ninciy 
ftct  long  to  walk  in,  and  a  cuach  whenever  you 
Z  1 
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vpiild  take  the  air  with  mc.  Mr  Allcii  tells  mc,  yoif 
might  on  horftlack  be  here  in  three  days;  it  is  lel'o 
«han  an  hundred  miles  from  Newark,  tlie  road  thro' 
i.ci<-eftcr,  t«towc  in  the  Wi)ldc  in  Gloiieertcrniire, 
and  Circnceftt  r  b|y  Lord  Bathurffs.  I  could  engage  to 
f  irry  you  to  London  from  hence,  and  (  would  accom- 
n.itlate  my  time  and  journey  to  yo\ir  eonvcniency. 
Is  all  this  a  dream  ?  or  can  you  make  it  a  reality  ? 
can  you  give  ear  to  me  ? 

"  Audifiin  .'  an  nic  Uidit  amabllis 

"   Infania  :" 
Pear  Sir,  adieu  ;  and  give  me  a  line  to  Mr  Allen's 
«t  L'.Tth.     God  prel'trve  you  ever. 

I.    E    T    T    E    R      XIV, 

Nor.  II,  I74f. 
XT"  OU  RS  is  very  full  and  very  kind ;  it  is  a  friend- 
ly and  fatisfaiflory  anfwcr,  and  all  I  can  dcfirc. 
Lio  but  inflantly  fidill  it. — Only  I  hope  this  will  find 
y  ju  before  you  fet  out.  for  I  think  (on  all  confide- 
r.itions^  your  heft  way  will  be  to  take  London  in 
your  way.  It  will  I'tcurc  you  from  accidents  of  wca- 
■  her  to  travel  in  the  couch,  both  thither  and  from 
.'hrnce  hither.  Rnt  in  particular,  I  think  you  (lioulj 
take  Ibmc  care  as  to  Mr  G.'s  ficcutor<  :  and  f  am  of 
opiiilcm,  no  man  will  be  more  fcrviceahle  in  fettling 
.t!iy  fuch  accounts  than  Mr  Kiiapton,  who  fo  well 
tnow.";  the  trade,  and  i*  of  i'o  acknowledged  a  credit 
in  it.  Jt  you  can  flay  but  a  few  days  there,  1  fhould 
be  glad;  though  I  would  not  have  you  omit  any 
neceJlhry  thing  to  yourfcif.  I  wifli  too  you  would 
iufl  fee  •*•;  though,  when  you  have  paflld  a  month 
here,  it  would  be  time  enough,  for  ail  wc  have  to  do 
in  town;  and  they  will  be  Icfi  hufy,  probably,  th.-.n» 
jurt  before  the  feHion  open.«,  to  think  of  men  of  letters. 
When  ycu  r,ic  iii   Loiulpo  I  bej^t  line  from  you. 
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in  which  pray  tell  us  v.-hjit  day  you  Hiall  arrive  at 
Bath  by  the  coach,  that  we  may  fend  to  meet  you, 
and  bring  you  hither. 

You  will  owe  me  a  real  obligation  by  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  mafter  of  this  houfe;  and  by 
lliaring  with  me  what  I  think  one  of  the  chief  fatil- 
facirions  of  my  life,  liis  friendfliip.  But  whetlier  I 
fliall  owe  you  any  in  contrJbutiug  to  make  me  a 
fcribbler  again  *,  I  know  not. 

LETTER        XV. 

April  23,  1742. 
■j\  I  Y  letters  are  To  fliort,  partly  becaufe  I  could  by 
■*•  no  length  of  ivritinjs  (not  even  by  fuch  as 
lawyers  write)  convey  to  you  more  than  you  have  al- 
ready of  my  heart  and  eftccni ;  and  partly  becaufe  t 
want  time  and  eyes.  I  can't  fulnd'ently  tell  you  bath 
ruy  plcafure  and  my  gratcfuhiefs,  in  and  for  your 
two  lart  letters,  which  fiiew  your  zeal  fo  (Irong  for 
that  piece  of  my  idlenefs,  which  was  literally  written 
only  to  keep  me  from  fieeping  in  a  dull  winter,  and 
perhaps  to  make  others  fleep  unlefs  awakeneil  by  my 
Commentator ;  no  uncommon  cafe  among  tlie  learned. 
I  am  every  day  in  expe<ftation  of  Lord  Holingbrokc's 
arrival,  with  whom  I  fliall  feize  all  the  hours  I  can  ; 
for  his  flay  (1  fear  by  what  he  writes)  will  be  very 
fliort. — I  do  not  think  it  impoffible  but  he  may  go 
to  Bath  for  a  few  weeks,  to  fee  (if  he  be  then  altvc, 
as  yet  he  is)  his  old  fervant. — In  that  cafe  I  think 
to  go  ^ith  him,  and  if  it  fl:;ould  be  at  a  ftafon  when 
the  writers  are  beneficial  (which  agree  particularly 
with  him  too)  would  it  be  an  impoflibility  to  meet 
you  at  Mr  Allen's  ?    whofe  houfe,  you  know,   and 

•  K<  bad  concerted  the  plan  of  the  fourth  book  of  tlie 
Duncia<l  with  T.lr Warburton  the  fiimmi-r  before;  and  had 
row  written  a  great  part  of  it ;  which  he  was  willing 
Mr  War  burton  ftiould  lie. 

Z  3 
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heart  ar-j  ymir*.  Though  tlii.i  ii  n  mere  cliancc.  I 
flib'.ild  not  lit  forry  you  f.iw  fo  groat  a  gcniuR,  though 
he  .Tid  yon  were  never  fo  meet  a^riin. — Adieu.  The 
'^■orUl  is  not  what  I  willi  it;  but  I  will  not  repent 
lic-iii-^  in  it  ^vIliic•two  or  three  live.  I  a-n,  .'kc. 

I.    F.    T    •!•    L    R        XV ;. 

B.it'i,  Ni.v.  :7.  1742, 
[lis  v.Ill  Hicw  you  I  ajTi  flill  with  our  frienJ, 
but  i:  is  the  lafl  day ;  and  I  Wi)uKl  rather  you 
li^arj  of  nic  plcafcd,  as  yet  I  am,  than  chagrin'J,  a* 
i  lliall  be  ill  a  few  lioc.rs.  We  arc  both  pretty  well. 
I  wish  you  h:ul  been  more  cxph'cit  if  yoiu  leg  be 
tjuitc  well.  You  fay  no  more  than  that  you  ^ot  home 
veil.  I  erpeel:  a  more  particular  aconuint  of  you 
n'hen  you  have  rtpofcd  yourlelr  a-whik-  at  your  own 
iMe-lide.  ]  fliall  enquire  as  loon  as  I  am  in  lx>ndon, 
wliirh  of  mv  friends  have  fecn  you  ;  there  are  two 
or  tlirec  who  know  how  i  j  value  vo»! :   I  wiih  I  were 

:is  fisre  they  would  fhidy  to  fcrve  you. A  project 

lias  arifcn  in  my  head  to  make  you,  in  fomc  niea- 
liire.  the  Hditor  of  this  new  edition  of  the  Dunciad  ', 
It  vou  have  no  fcruple  of  «>>vning  (bmc  of  the  nraver 
iiites,  which  are  now  added  f  to  thoft;  of  l)r  Ar- 
buihnot.  I  mean  it  as  a  kind  of  prelude,  or  adver- 
tilcmcnt  to  the  public,  of  your  Commtntaries  on  the 
t-jF-yi  en  Ai-jw,  and  on  Cr-.t'uifm,  which  1  propolc  to 
J. tint  nett  in  ant<tl>cr  volume  propoitior.cd  to  this. 
J  only  doubt  whether  an  avowal  of  thcfc  notes  to 
lo  Indicrofs  a  pivm  \tc  fuirabie  to  a  ehara^^er  fo 
•  'lablilhcd  as  yours  for  tnore  fcrious  ftudics.  it  wns 
luddcn  thoti;>ht  fiiuc  we  parted,  au<l  1  would  have 
\  .>u  tivat  it  as  no  more ;  and  ;cll  inc  if  it  is  not  bet- 
•   r ;  M  \.,  oft" '  f.u-  Uv.v<  ,fi  '.V  'r. 

u<"  li      iwo-'... 
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tev  to  be  fupprefled  freely  and  friendlily.  I  have  a 
particular  realbii  to  make  you  intei-cft  yourfelf  in 
ir.e  and  my  writings  ;  it  will  cau^e  both  them  and 
mc  to  make  the  better  figure  to  poftcrity.  A  very 
mediocre  poet,  one  Drayton,  is  yet  taken  fome  no- 
tice of,   becaufe  Selden  writ  a  few  notes  on  one  of 

liis  poems. 

Adieu.  May  every  domefllc  happinefs  make  yoa 
imwilling  to  remove  from  home;  and  may  every 
friend  you  do  that  kindnefs  for,  treat  you  fo  as  to 
make  you  forget  you  are  not  at  home.     I  am,  &g. 

LETTER       XVn. 

Dec.  28,   1742. 

T  n.-WE  always  fo  many  things  to  take  kindly  of 
you,  that  1  don't  know  which  to  begin  to  tliank 
you  for.  ]  was  willing  to  conclude  our  whole  acr 
co'ant  of  the  Dunciad,  at  leaft,  and  therefore  Aaid 
till  it  was  finiflied.  The  encouragement  you  gave 
mc  to  add  the  fourth  bock  lirfl  determined  me  to  do 
fo ;  and  the  approbation  you  feem'd  to  give  it  was 
v.'hat  lii'gly  determined  me  to  print  it.  .Since  that, 
yc'ir  Notes  and  your  Difcourfe  in  the  name  of  Arl- 
Harchus  have  given  its  lafl  fmillungs  and  orna- 
ments.  1  am  glad  you  will  refrcfli  the  memori  of 

fuch  readers  as  have  nt>  other  faculty  to  be  readers, 
cfpecially  of  fuch  works  as  the  Divine  Legation.  But 
J  hope  you  v.'ill  not  take  too  much  notice  of  another 
and  duller  fort ;  thofc  who  become  writers  through 
malice,  and  muft  die  whenever  you  pkafe  to  fliinc 
out  in  the  completion  of  the  work  ;  which  I  wifli 
vcrc  now  your  only  anfwer  to  any  of  them  :  except 
you  will  make  ufc  of  that  fliort  and  excellent  one 
you  gave  me  in  the  (lory  of  the  reading-^ hifs. 

'J'he  world  iiere  grovi-'S  very  bufv.'  About  what 
time  ii  it  you  think  of  being  amongfl  us :  My  hcal;h. 
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1  fear,  will  confine  mc,  whether  in  town  or  here,  fo 
that  I  may  expect  more  of  your  corn]iany,  a«  one  ^ood 
rtfultiiig  out  of  evil. 

I  write,  \T)u  know,  very  i.-wronically,  I  hSvc  but 
one  formula,  wluch  fay»  every  thing  to  a  friciiJ, 
"  I  am  yours,  and  beg  you  to  continue  mine."  l.ct 
me  not  be  i^'niorant  (you  can  prcvrnt  rrry  being  fo  of 
tivy  ihiaj,  but  firft  and  principally)  of  your  licaltli 
and  well-being;  and  depend  on  my  fcnfc  of  all  the 
hiidnefi  over  and  above  all  the  juji'ue  you  lliall  ever 
do  me. ' 

I  never  read  a  thing  with  more  pleafure  than  an 
additional  llieet  to  •  Jcn'as's  preface  to  Don  Quixote. 
Before  I  got  over  two  par.igraphs  I  cried  out,  Ant 
Erafmus,  aut  diatotus !  I  knew  you  as  certainly  as  the 
anciems  did  the  gods  by  the  lirft  pace  and  the  very 
j;ait.  I  liave  not  .i  moment  to  cxprefs  mylllf  in,  but 
could  net  emit  this  wlwcli  del-gliied  mt  fo  greatly. 

My  law-fuit  with  1..  is  at  an  end. Adieu!  Be- 
lieve no  man  can  be  more  yours.  Call  me  by  any 
title  you  will  Uit  a  DiS</r  nf  OxJ\,rd;  Sit  t'm  naa  uti, 
jii  tii'i  cura  tut. 

LETTER      :<viir. 

r  A  M  forced  to  p-ow  every  day  more  laconic  in  my 
litters,  for  my  eye-light  grows  every  day  Ihorur 
and  dimmer.  Forgive  mc,  then,  that  I  anlwcr  you 
fummarilv.  I  can  e\'en  lefs  bear  an  equal  part  iu 
a  correfpondence  tl'an  in  a  convcrfation  wi:h  yov.. 
But  be  alTurcd  once  for  all,  the  more  I  read  of  yor, 
as  the  more  I  hear  from  you,  the  belter  J  am  ii>.- 
flruclcd  and  picaicd.  And  this  nii^forttmc  of  my 
own  ilulncfs,  and  my  own  abfenrc,  oniy  quiikcns  i-iy 
ardent  wiCi,  that  fomc  good  ft>rtune  would  draw  j  ^u 
*  Ob  itir  trt£in  of  the  buoki  of  ChivaL^)'. 
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nearer,  and  enable  me  to  enjoy  both,  for  a  greats 
part  cf  our  lives  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  in  fuch 
a  fituation  as  might  make  more  beneficial  friends  than 
I,  eftecm  and  enjoy  you  equally. — I  have  again  heard 

from  Lord and  another  hand,  that  the  Lord  *  I 

writ  to  vou  of,  declares  an  intention  to  ferve  you. 
My  anfwer  (which  they  related  to  him)  was,  that 
he  would  be  fure  of  your  acquaintance  for  life,  if 
once  he  ferved  or  obliged  you ;  but  that  I  was  cer- 
tain you  would  never  tro'jbk  hici  with  your  expec- 
tation, though  he  wo'old  never  ^et  rid  of  your  grati- 
tude.  Dear  Sir,  adieu  !  and  let  me  be  Ibnietimes 

certified  of  your  health.  My  own  is  as  ufual;  and 
my  alFetSlion  the  fame,  always  yours. 

LETTER       XIX. 

Twitenham,  March  24,  1743. 
T  WRITE  to  you  amongil  the  very  few  1  now  de- 
fire  to  have  my  friends,  merely,  Si  valcas,  valo. 
'Tis  in  efTecl:  all  I  fay,  but  it  is  very  literally  true, 
for  I  place  all  that  makes  my  life  dcfirable  in  their 
welfare.  1  may  truly  afllrm,  that  vanity  or  intereft 
have  not  the  Icaft  lliare  in  any  fricndllilp  I  have,  or 
caufc  ms  now  to  cultivate  that  of  any  one  man  by 
any  one  letter.  But  if  any  motive  fliould  draw  me 
to  flatter  a  great  man,  it  would  be  to  fave  the  friend"' 
I  would  have  him  ferve  from  doing  it.  Rather  than 
lay  a  dcferving  perfon  under  the  ncceffity  of  it,  I 
v.'ou'.d  hazard  my  own  charadtcr,  and  keep  his  in. 
dignity.  Though,  in  truth,  1  live  in  a  time  when 
no  mcaiures  of  conduA  influence  the  fucccfs  of  one's 
applications,  and  the  btft  thing  to  truft  to  is  chance 
and  oppc  rJurilty, 

I  only  meant  to  tell  you,  I  am  wholly  yours,  how 
few  words  foever  I  make  of  it. — A  greater  pltafurc 
*  L.  GranvUlc.  — - 
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to  ir.c  is,  that  I  chanc'd  to  mak.c  Mr  Allen  ^^},  ■nho 

is  nut  only  worth  more  than intrinlically ;  but, 

1  forcfce,  will  be  tllVrcliiaHy  more  a  comfort  and 
glory  to  you  every  ytar  you  live.  My  conndtccc  ia 
wny  m:in  Ids  truly  great  than  an  honcft  one  i>  but 

fnwli. 

1  have  lived  much  by  royfclf  of  late,  partly  thro' 
I'l  health,  aud  partly  to  amuie  myfflf  with  little  im- 
jirovtnicnts  in  my  garden  and  houfc,  to  which  pof- 
li'ujly  1  rtiall  {if  I  live)  lie  foon  nic>rc  conliucd.  Whca 
t!ie  Dunciad  may  be  publiibcd,  I  know  not.  I  am 
more  defuous  of  carrying  on  the  btft,  that  is,  your 
edition  of  the  reft  of  ihc  t'.p::ilti  and  F^uy  en  Cri- 
titi/'i,  &c.  I  know  it  is  there  1  iLall  be  fccn  moft  to 
advantage.  But  I  iniift  on  one  condition,  that  you 
never  think  of  this  when  you  can  employ  yourklf 
iu  liniflung  tliat  noble  work  of  the  Dtvuu  Legation 
(which  is  what,  above  all,  Utntm,  Ucrhmmc  msneJ-o) 
r  r  any  other  ui'clul  kheinc  of  your  own.  It  would 
be  a  i'atisfaccioo  t(>  ni«  at  prefent  only  to  hear  that 
you  have  fupported  y-Jiur  healtii  ami'ii^  thtfc  epide- 
mical diforder'!,  which,  though  not  mortal  to  any  of 
my  fiieuds,  have  afflicted  almoft  every  one. 

JL    r.    T    T    E    R       XX. 

T  WIS  \l  tl;at,  inflead  of  writing  to  you  once  in  two 
montlx,  I  could  do  you  fume  fervicc  as  often  ; 
for  I  am  arrived  to  an  age  when  I  am  a*;  fparing  of 
word^  as  moft  old  men  arc  of  mono*,  though  I  daily 
f.nd  Icfs  occafion  for  any:  but  I  live  in  a  time  when 
bciieiits  arc  not  in  the  ]>owcr  of  an  honeft  man  to 
btflow,  nor  indeed  vf  an  hontft  man  to  receive, 
coiifKlcring  on  what  tfrms  they  are  gencr.dly  to  be 
li.-id.  It  is  certain  you  h.tvc  a  full  ri;>hl  loany  I  could 
do  you,  who  not  cnly  mualhly,  but  wcc»Jy,  of  I.\tc, 
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have  loaded  me  with  favours  of  that  kind,  which  are 
molt  acceptable  to  veteran  authors;  thofe  garlands 
wliich  a  commentator  weaves  to  hang  about  hit.  poet, 
and  wJiich  are  flowers  both  of  his  own  gathering 
and  planting  too,  not  bloffoms  fpringing  from  tlie 
dry  author. 

It  i-s  very  unreafbnable,  after  this,  to  give  you  a  Se- 
cond trouble  in  reviling  the  ♦  t'JTay  on  Homer.  But 
I  look  upon  you  as  one  fworn  to  fufler  no  errors  in 
me  :  and  though  the  common  way  with  a  commen- 
tator be  to  erect  them  into  beauties,  the  beft  office 
of  a  critic  is  to  corredt  and  amend  them.  There 
being  a  new  edition  coming  out  of  Homer,  I  would 
willingly  render  it  a  little  lels  defective,  and  the 
bookiciler  will  not  allow  me  time  to  do  fo  myfelf. — 
Lord  B.  returns  to  France  very  Tpeedily,  and  it  is 
poflible  I  may  go  for  three  weeks  or  a  month  to  Mr 
Allen's  in  the  fummer ;  of  whicU  I  will  not  fail  to 
advertift  you,  if  it  fuits  your  conveniency  to  bo 
there  iind  drink  the  waters  more  bcnelicially. 

Forgive  my  fcribbliag  fo  haftily  and  fo  ill.  My 
eyes  are  at  kafl  as  bad  as  my  head  :  and  it  is  with 
my  heart  only  that  I  can  pretend  to  be,  to, any  real 
purpofc,  Your,  &c. 

LETTER      XXL 

July  i8. 

■^  O  U  may  well  expe<fl  letters  from  me  of  thanks  : 
••■  but  the  kind  of  attention  you  Ihew  to  every 
thing  that  concerns  me  is  fo  manifefl,  and  fo  repeat- 
ed, that  you  cannot  but  tell  yourfelf  how  neceflarily 
1  mufl  pay  tJiem  in  my  heart,  which  makes  it  almoit 
impertinent  to  fay  fo.  Your  alterations  to  the  Pre- 
face and  Effay  f  arc  jufl ;  and  none  more  obliging  to 

•  Mr  WarbuTton   A\A  rcvife  ar.d  correct  it  as   it  iiuw 
flant^s    i»  tbe  lad  cditiun, 
J-  rr'--fjx:d  to  Ilcincr'i  liiad. 
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n.j  than  where  you  prove  your  concern  tliat  my  no- 
tiops  in  my  tlrii  wriiuigs  lliouiJ  not  be  repugnant  t-o 
thoj'c  in  n:y  laft.  And  you  will  have  the  cliarity  to 
think,  when  Iwa^  then  in  an  error,  it  wm  not  i'o 
macli  tliat  1  thought  wron<j  or  pcrvcrfciy,  as  that  I 
li;id  not  thought  luiricicntly.  Wlna;  I  could  corrccl 
in  the  dilGpated  life  i  am  forced  to  Icadljerc,  1  have  : 
and  fomc  there  are  which  lliii  want  your  help  to  be 
made  as  they  lliould  be. — Mr  Allen  depends  oi.  you 
at  the  end  of  next  monthor  in  3cptcnil)er,  and  1  will 
join  him  as  foon  as  1  can  return  from  the  other  parcy; 
I  believe  not  till  3eptembcr,  at  iooncft. — \ou  will 
pardon  mc,  (dear  Sir;  for  writing  to  you  but  juft 
Lice  an  attorney  or  agent.  I  am  more  concerned  for 
your  finances  f  than  your  fame ;  becaufe  the  firft,  I 
fear,  you  will  never  be  concerned  about  yourltlf; 
the  I'econd  is  fccure  to  you  already,  and  (whcthc* 
you  will  or  not)   will  follow  you. 

J  have  never  faid  one  word  to  you  of  the  public.  I 
have  known  the  greater  world  too  long  to  be  very 
fanjjuine.  But  accidents  and  occalions  may  do  what 
virtue  would  not ;  and  God  fend  they  may  !  Adieu. 
Whatever  becomes  of  public  virtue,  let  uj  prcftrvc 
our  own  poor  iharc  of  the  private.  Be  alTurcd,  if  I 
have  any,  I  am  with  a  true  fenfe  of  your  merit  and 
fricudfhip,  &c. 

LETTER       XXIT. 

rvt.bcr  7. 
T  HEARTILY  thank  you  for  your',  Jrom  which 
1  learned  your  fafe  arriv^il  ;  and  th.nt  you  found 
ail  yours  in  health,  was  a  kind  addition  to  the  ac- 
count;  as  1  truly  am  intcrcfled  in  whatever  is,  and 
dcferves  to  be  dear  to  you,  and  to  make  a  part  of 
your  happincfs.  I  have  many  reafous  and  cipci icn- 
t  Hii  drbt  from  Uic  cxtcutor^of  Mr  C. 
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ccs-to  convince  me,  how  much  you  wifli  health  to 
me,  as  well  as  long  life  to  my  writings.  Could  yoii 
make  as  much  a  better  man  of  me  as  you  can  make 
a  better  author,  T  were  fecure  of  immortality  both 
here  and  hereafter  by  your  means.  The  Dunciad  I 
have  ordered  to  be  advertifed  in  quarto.  Pray  or- 
der as  many  of  them  as  you  will;  and  know  that 
whatever  is  mine  is  yours. 

LETTER      XXIir. 

Jan.  12,   1743, 
*  N  unwillingnefs  to  write  nothing  to  you,  whortx 
•^    I  refpe(5V,     and   worfe    than    nothing    (which 
would  aiFiiA  you)  to  one  who  wiflies  me  fo  well, 
has  hitherto  kept  me  filent.     Of  the  Public   I   can 
tell  you  nothing  worthy  the  reflecflion  of  a  reafonable 
man ;  and  of  myfelf  only  an  account  that  would  give 
you  pain  ;  for   my  aflhma  has  increafed  every  week 
fnice  you  lafl  heard  from  me,  to  the  degree  of  con- 
fining me   totally   to   the  fire-fide ;    fo   that   I  have 
hardly  feen  any  of  my  friends  but  two,  who  happen. 
to  be  divided  from   the  world  as  much  as   myfelf, 
and  are  conftantly  retired  at  Batterfea.      There   I 
have  pafl  mofl  of  my  time,  and  often  wiflied  you  of 
the  company,   as  the  beft  1  know    to  make  me  not 
regret  the  lofs   of  all  others,  and  to  prepare  me  foi' 
a  nobler  fcene  than  any  mortal  gvcatnefs  can  opeu 
to  us.    J  fear  by  the  account  you  gave  me  of   the 
time  you  defign    to   come    this   way,  one  of  them 
(whom  I  much  wifli  you  had  a  glinspfe  of)    will  be 
gone  again,   unleis  you  pafs  fome  weeks  in  London 
before  Mr  Allen  arrives  there  in  March.     My  pre- 
fent  indifpofition  takes   up  almoft  all  my  hours,  to 
render  a  very  few  of  them  fupportable  :  yet  T  go  on 
foftly  to  prepare  the  great  edition  of  my  things  with 
Vol..  VIII.  A  a 
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your  notes,  and  as  fad  as  I  receive  any  from  you,  I 
add  others  in  order. — 

I  am  told  the  l.aurcat  is  p)ing  to  publifh  a  very 
abufivc  pamplilct.  That  is  all  I  can  dcfirc  ;  it  it 
enough,  if  it  be  abufive,  and  if  it  be  his.  He 
threatens  you;  but,  I  think,  you  will  not  fear  or 
love  him  fo  much  as  to  anfwcr  him,  though  you  have 
anfwcrcd  one  or  two  as  dull.  He  will  be  more  to 
me  than  a  dole  of  hartlhorn  ;  and  as  a  ftink  revives 
one  who  has  been  opprefTcd  with  perfumes,  his  rail- 
ing will  cure  me  of  a  conrfc  of  flatteries. 

1  am  much  more  concerned  to  hear  that  fomc  of 
vour  clcrg)-  are  olTcnded  at  a  vcrfe  or  two  of  mine  '; 
iKcaufe  I  have  a  refpeifl  iot  your  clergy,  (though  the 
verfcs  arc  harder  upon  cun.)  But  if  they  do  not 
blame  you  for  defending  thofe  verfes,  f  will  wrap 
myfcif  up  in  the  layman's  cJoak,  and  flccp  under 
your  fliitld. 

I  am  forry  to  find,  by  .i  letter  two  ports  fincc  from 
Mr  Allen,  that  he  is  not  quite  recovered  yet  of  aM 
remains  of  his  indilp^fjtion,  nor  Mrs  Allen  quite 
well.  Don't  be  difcouragcd  from  telling  me  ho\T 
you  arc ;  for  no  nian  is  more  yours  than,  &c. 

LETTER  XXIV. 
T  F  I  was  not  afliamed  to  be  fo  behind  hand  with 
you,  that  I  can  never  pretend  to  fetch  it  up,  (any 
more  than  I  could  in  my  prefcnt  rtatc  to  overtake 
you  in  a  race),  I  would  particularize  which  of  youi 
letters  I  iTiouId  h.ivc  anfwcrcd  tlrfl.  It  mufl  fuflicc 
to  fay  I  have  received  them  all ;  and  whatever  very 
little  rcfjiires  I  have  had,  from  the  daily  care  of  my 
malady,  have  been  employed  in  rcvifing  the  papers 
ic.  tie  Vje  oj  Fliha,  which  1  would   have  ready  for 

*  Vrr.  355  to  358.  TccotMl  book  uf  tlic  Uunciad. 
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your   laft  revife,  againft  you  come  to  town,   that 

they  may  be  begun  with  while  you   arc  here. 

1  own,  the  late  encroachments  upon  my  coaftitution 
make  me  willing  to  fee  the  end  of  all  further  care 
about  me  or  my  works.     I  would  reft  for  the  one  in 
a  full  refignation  of  my  being  to  be  ditpofcd  of  by 
thc  Father  of  all  mercy  ;  and  for  the  other,  (though 
indeed  a  trifle,  yet  a  trifle  may  be  fome  exampk-), 
1  would  commit  them  to  the  candour  vi  a   i'eniible 
and  reflecting  judge,   rather   than  to  the  malice  of 
every  fliort-fighted  and  malevolent  critic,  or   inad- 
\'enent  and  cenfcrious  reader  :  and  no  hand  can  i'et 
them  in  fo  good  a  light,  or  fo  well  turn  their  beft  fide 
to  the  day,  as  your  own.    This  obliges  me  to  confcfs 
1  have  for  fome  mouths   thought  myfelf  going,  and 
that  not  llowly,  down  the  hill  :  the  rather  as  every 
attempt  «f  the  phyficians,  and  ftill  the  lall  medicines 
more  forcible  in  their  nature,  have  utterly  failed  to 
fcrve  me.     I  was  at  laft,  about  feven  days  ago,  taken 
with  fo  violent  a  lit  at  Batterfea,   that  my  friends 
Lord  M.   and  Lord  B.  fent   for  prefent  help  to  the 
furgeon  ;  whofe  bleeding  me,  I  am  perfuaded,  faved 
my  life,  by  the  inftantaneous  tflecSb  it   had;    and 
■which  has  continued  fo  much  to  amend  me,  that  I 
have  pafltd  rive  days  without  opprciiJun,  and  reco-r 
vered,  what  I  have  three  months  wanted,  fome  de- 
gree of  expecfloration,  and  fome  hours   together  of 
(leep.     1  am  now  got  to  Twitcuham,   to  try  if  the 
air  will  not  take  fome  part   in  reviving  me,  if  I  can 
avoid  colds;  and  between  that  place  and  Batterfea 
■with  my  Lord  B.   I  will   pafs  what   I  have  of  life, 
while  he  ftays   (which  I  can  tell  you,  to  my  great 
fatiifadtion,  will  be  this   fortnight  or  three  weeks 
yet.)     What.|if  you  came  before  Mr  Alien,  and  ftaiil 
till  then,  inftcad  of  poftponing  your  journcv  lon^jcr  ? 
A  a    1 
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Pray,  if  yoo  write,  juQ  tell  him  how  ill  I  have  l>ccn, 
or  I  had  wrote  again  to  him  :  but  that  1  will  do,  the 
lirft  day  I  find  mylclf  alcmc  with  pen,  ink  and  paper, 
which  1  can  hardly  lie  even  here,  or  in  any  i.iirits 
yet  to  hold  a  pen.  You  fee  I  fay  nothing,  and  yet 
this  writing  is  labour  to  me.      I  am,  &c. 

LETTER       XXV. 

April  i;44. 
T  AM  jorry  to  meet  you  with  fo  bad  an  account  of 
myfclf,  who  would  othtrwiic  with  joy  have  flown 
fo  tilt  interview.  1  am  too  ill  to  be  in  town  ;  and 
within  this  week  fo  much  worfc,  .is  to  make  my 
journey  thither,  ;it  prefcnt,  impta<5Heable,  even  if 
there  was  no  proclamation  in  my  way.  I  left  the 
town  in  a  decent  compliance  to  that ;  but  this  addi- 
tional prohibirion  from  the  highcfi  of  all  powers  f 
muft  bow  to  without  murmuring.  I  wifli  to  fre  yoa 
here.  Mr  Allen  con-.es  not  till  the  i6th,  and  you 
will  probably  cliufi.  to  be  in  town  cliicfly  while  he  is 
llicrc.  I  received  vour-;  jufl  now,  and  I  writ  to  hin- 
der—  from  printing  the  Comment  on  the  I'/c  cf 
Xhhcs  too  haflily,  iince  what  you  write  me,  intend- 
ing to  have  forwarded  it  othcrwife,  that  you  might 
rtvifc  it  durin;^  your  ftny  Indeed  my  prcfent  weak- 
\ncfs  will  make  nie  lefs  and  lefs  capable  of  any  thing. 
1  hope  at  Icafl,  now  .at  fiiO,  to  fee  you  for  a  day  or 
tvo  here  at  Twitenhain,  and  concert  meafurcs  how 
to  enjoy  for  the  future  what  I  can  of  your  fricud- 
flilp  *. 

1  am,  &c. 

•  lie  ditrf  May  yo.  followlnc. 
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THE 

LAST      W    I    L    t, 

AND 

TESTAMENT 

O    F 

ALEXANDER    POPE,    Efq» 


IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  AMEN.  I  A- 
kxander  Pope,  of  Twickenham,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  make  this  my  laft  Wil!  and  Teftament. 
1  refign  my  foul  to  its  Creator  in  all  humble  hope  of 
its  future  happinefs,  as  in  the  difpofal  of  a  Being  in- 
finitely good.  As  to  my  body,  my  will  is,  that  it 
be  buried  near  the  monument  of  my  dear  Parents  y 
at  Twickenham,  with  the  addition,  after  the  words  . 
Jilius  fecit  —  of  thefe  only,  ct  fihi  :  ^i:  ohiit  anno  1  7  — 
atatis  — ;  and  that  it  be  carried  to  the  grave  by  fix  of 
the  pooreft  men  of  the  parifh,  to  each  of  whom  I 
order  a  fuit  of  grey  coarfe  cloth,  as  mourning.  If  I 
happen  to  die  at  any  inconvenient  diflance,  let  the 
fame  be  done  in  any  other  parifli,  and  the  infcrip- 
tion  be  added  on  the  monument  at  Twickenham. 
1  hereby  make  and  appoint  my  particular  friends, 
AUcn  Lotd  Bathurft,  Hugh  Earl  of  Marchmont,  the" 
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honourable  William  Murray  his  MajcQy's  folicltor- 
gencral,  and  George  Arbutlinot,  of  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer, Efq;  ihc  fiirvivors  or  fur%ivor  of  them. 
Executors  of  this  iry  laft  Will  and  Teftamcnt. 

But  all  the  manulcript  and  uuprinttd  papers  which 
I  fliall  leave  at  my  dcceal'c,  I  dclirc  may  be  delivered 
to  my  noldc  friend,  Hcnr>-  St  John,  Lord  Boling- 
hroke,  to  whole  lole  care  and  judgnittit  I  commit 
them,  cither  to  be  preicrved  or  dcflroycd  ;  or,  in  cafe 
lie  fliall  not  lurvivc  me,  to  the  abovcfaid  tarl  of 
Marchmont.  Thcfc,  wlio  in  the  courfe  of  my  life- 
have  done  mc  all  other  good  offices,  will  not  rcfufc 
rie  this  lafl  after  my  death;  I  leave  them  therefore 
this  trouble,  as  a  mark  of  my  trull  and  friendlliip  ; 
only  dtfiring  them  each  to  aci-cpt  of  fome  iniall  nic- 
int)rial  of  me  :  That  my  Lord  Hoiingbroke  n-iil  add 
to  his  library  all  the  volumes  of  my  Wiirks  and 
Tranllations  of  Homer,  bnuud  in  red  Morocco,  and 
the  eleven  volumes  of  thofc  of  Erafmus ;  rhat  my 
I^ord  Marchmont  will  take  the  large  paper  edition 
of  Thuanus,  by  Huckky,  and  that  portrait  of  Lord 
15orm?>brokc,  by  Ricliardi'on,  which  he  fliall  prefer  : 
That  my  Lord  Bathurft  will  find  a  place  for  the 
three  flatues  of  the  Hercules  of  larncfc,  the  Venu* 
of  Mcdicis,  and  the  Apollo  in  chiaro  ofcuio,  done 
by  Knellcr  :  That  Mr  Murray  will  accept  of  tl>c 
marble  head  of  Honur,  by  licrniui ;  and  of  Sir  liaac 
Newton,  by  GueltJ  :  and  that  Mr  Arbuthnot  will, 
take  the  Watch  1  commonly  wore,  which  the  King, 
of  Sardinia  gave  to  the  late  Earl  of  I'eterborow,  and 
he  to  me  on  b'n  de:Mh-bed ;  together  tvuh  one  of  the 
pictures  of  Lord  l^linj^brokc. 

Item,  I  ddire  Mr  Ljille'ton  to  accept  of  the  bull; 
CJ    i^penctr,    SU-iktUicar.    Milton,    and    Drvden.   ia 
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marble,  which  his  royal  mafter  the  Prince  was  plcafed 
to  give  me.  I  give  and  devife  my  library  of  printed 
books  to  Ralph  Allen  of  Widcombe,  Efq;  and  to  the 
Reverend  Mr  William  Warbarton,  or  to  the  lurvivor 
of  them  (when  thofe  belonging  to  J^ord  Bolingbroke 
are  taken  out,  and  when  Mrs  Martha  Blount  has 
chofea  Threefcore  out  of  the  number.)  I  alfo  give 
and  bequeath  to  the  faid  Mr  Warburton,  the  pro- 
perty of  all  luch  of  my  Works  already  printed,  as 
he  hath  wTitten,  or  faall  write  Commentaries  or 
Notes  upon,  and  which  I  have  not  otherwilc  dif- 
pofed  of,  or  alienated ;  and  all  the  profits  which 
fliall  arile  after  my  death  from  liich  editions  as  he 
fliall  publiOi  without  future  alterations. 

item.  In  cafe  Ralph  Allen,  Efq;  abovefliid  fliall 
furvive  me,  I  order  my  Executors  to  pay  him  the 
fum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  being,  to  the 
befl:  of  my  calculation,  the  account  of  what  i  have 
received  from  him  ;  partly  for  my  owrt,  and  partly: 
for  charitable  uies.  If  he  refufe  to  take  this  hinii'eif,. 
I  defire  him  to  employ  it  in  a  way,  I  am  perfuaded, 
he  will  not  diflike,  to  the  benefit  of  the  Bath-hofpital. 

I  give  and  dcviie  to  my  fifter-in-law,  Mrs  Magda- 
len Racket,  the  fum  of  Three  hundred  pound;;;  and- 
to  her  Tons,  Henry,  and  Robert  Racket,  One  hun- 
dred pounds  each.  I  alio  rekafc,  and  give  to  her; 
all  my  right  and  intcreft  in  and  upon  a  bond  of  five 
hundred  pounds  due  tome  from  her  fon  Michael.  1  alfo 
give  her  the  family  piiStuies  of  my  Father,  Mother,  and- 
Aunts,  and  the  diamond  ring  my  Mother  wore,  and. 
her  golden  watch,  I  give  to  Erafmus  Lewis,  Gilbert 
Weft,  Sir  Clement  Cotterell,  William  Rollinfon,  Na- 
tjianiel  Hook,  Efqrs,  and  to  Mrs  Anne  Arbuthnot, 
lu  each  the  fum  of  Eivc  pounds,  to  be  laid  out.  in  a» 
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ring,  or  any  memorial  of  mf;  and  to  my  Icrvani^ 
Johu  Sear!,  who  Um  faithfully  aod  ahly  Icrved  me 
many  ytars,  1  give  and  dcvil'c  the  I'uni  of  One  hun- 
dred pounds  over  and  alxive  a  year's  waj;es  to  hiin- 
felf  and  his  wiff  ;  and  to  the  Poor  of  the  parilh  ot 
'J'wlckenham,  I'wenty  pounds,  to  be  divided  aniouj; 
them  by  the  (aid  John  Searl  :  And  it  is  my  Wiii,  if 
the  laid  John  Scarl  die  before  rac,  that  the  laid  turn 
of  One  hundred  pounds  go  to  his  itiife  or  children. 

Item,  I  give  and  devifc  to  Mrs  NLirtha  Blount, 
younger  daughter  of  Mrs  Martha  Blount,  late  of  Wtl- 
beck-Strcct,  Caveuililh-Squarc,  the  fum  of  One  thou- 
iand  pounds  immediately  ou  my  deccai'c  :  and  all  the 
furniture  of  my  gi otto,  urns  in  n»y  garden,  houfehuld 
goods,  chattels,  plate,  or  wiiatcver  is  not  otherwiic 
difpoTtd  of  in  this  my  will,  I  give  and  devifc  to  the 
faid  Mrs  Martha  Blount,  out  of  afiuccrc  regard,  and 
long  fricndtliip  for  her.  .And  it  is  my  Will,  that 
mv  ahovciiiid  Kxecutors,  tlic  i'urvivors  or  furvivor  of 
them,  iliall  take  an  account  of  all  my  tlLite,  money, 
or  bonds,  L'f.  and,  .nftcr  paying  my  debts  and  lega- 
cies, Ihall  place  out  all  the  rcliduc  upon  government, 
or  other  Iccuritics,  according  to  their  belt  jud^ncnt  ; 
and  pay  the  produce  thereof.  Iwdf-yearly,  to  the  f.iid 
Mrs  Martha  Blount,  during  her  natural  life  :  and 
after  her  dcccale,  I  give  the  lum  of  One  thoufand 
pounds  to  Mri  Ma,;d.ilcn  Racket,  and  her  fons  Ro- 
bert, Henry,  and  John,  to  Ik  divided  equally  among 
them,  or  to  the  Airvivors  or  furvivor  of  them ;  and 
after  the  deceafe  of  the  faid  Mrs  Martha  Klount,  I 
give  the  fum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  to  the  abovc- 
iaid  Gilbert  Wert  ;  Two  hundred  to  Mr  George  .Vr- 
buthnot;  Two  hundred  to  Lis  fitU-r  Mrs  Anne  Ar- 
buthuo:;  Aad'Ouc  Lundtcd  to  my  fcrvant,  John  Scarl, 


O    F      M    R      P     O    P    E.  aSy 

to  ^vhich  foever  of  thefe  fliall  be  then  living :  and 
all  the  refidue  and  remainder  to  be  confidercd  as 
undifpofed  o! ,  and  go  to  my  next  of  kin. 

This  is  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  written  with 
my  own  Hand,  and  fealed  with  my  Seal,  this  Twelfth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thou- 
fand  fevcn  hundred  and  forty-three. 

ALEX.   POPE. 

Signed,  Sealed,  and  De. 
flared  by  the  Tefta- 
tor,  as  his  lall  Will 
and  Teftament,  in 
Prefence  of  us, 

Radnor. 

Stephen  Hales,  Minifter  of  Teddington. 
Joseph  SpcNce,  Profeflbr  of  Hiflory  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford. 


THE       END. 


ifiafeii 


itti 


k 


PR 

3620 

D70 

V.8 


Pope,  Alexander 
Works 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 

BtA  warned  in  RB3C 


DA 


SEEN  BYV 
PRESERVATION 

SERViCES 


g' 


